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The pharmacological problems of the mechanism by
which tolerance and addiction to drugs are established
are dealt with fully, and so also are the methods of
treatment. It may be said that, in spite of the intensive
research that has been carried out during the last decade,
there is as yet no satisfactory explanation of the pharmaco-
logical basis of drug tolerance and addiction. Hence
methods of treatment are still empirical. With regard
to therapeutic measures the author emphasizes the fact
that it is useless to break addiction unless this is followed
by some process of rehabilitation, since otherwise relapse
nearly always occurs. Drug addiction, as we have said,
presents a protean problem of which it is extraordinarily
difficult to give a brief and yet comprehensive survey.
Dr. Adams must be congratulated on having produced
a well-balanced and readable account of this intricate
subject.

A MEDICO-LEGAL VOCABULARY
A Dictioniary of Medico-Legal Terms. For Crimninal
Lawvers and Police Officers. By Albert Crew and K. W.
Aylwin Gibson, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. (Pp. 80. 5s. net.)
London: Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons, Ltd. 1937.

One of the barriers which prevent the medical and legal
professions from understanding one another is language.
Medical men think in a rich and complicated techni-
cologty which means little or nothing to laymen. They
are so used to this dialect that they forget that there
is anything extraordinary about it. Experienced medical
witnesses know how to make themselves clear to judges,
counsel, and jury, but witnesses cdf less experience cannot
escape from the bounds of their professional vocabulary,
either in giving oral evidence or in writing reports.
Moreover, medicine permeates the practice of law over
a much wider field than most medical practitioners realize.
A solicitor or barrister who handles personal injury cases,
workmen's compensation cases, or probate actions, to
mention only a few, often has to understand medical
reports or proofs. This small dictionary will fill a great
need, for it contains most of the ordinary medical terms
which are met with, at any rate in criminal practice, and
also most legal terms the meaning of which ought to
be known by medical witnesses. Mr. Crew is a prominent
members of the Criminal Bar and Dr. Gibson has long
experience of the law; between them they have compiled
an accurate and clearly intelligible series of definitions.
The preface contains a caution to medical witnesses to use
intelligible language, and the authors quote the classic
instance in which a witness defined a black eye in terms
of contusion, ecchymosis, and abrasion. The reviewer
was recently taken to task for using this very instance,
but maintains that it is still the best example of the
misuse of technical jargon. The author's support for this
view is reassuring.

LECTURES ON FEVERS
Maladies Infectieuses (Deuxieme Serie). LeConis Cliniiqiues
Professees a l'H6pital Claude-Bernard. By A. Lemierre,
(Pp. 310. 55 fr.) Paris: Masson et Cie. 1937.

In this second series of clinical lectures on infectious
diseases the first was reviewed in these columns two
years ago (1935, 2, 15)-Professor Lemierre deals with
a number of cases, most of which found their way
into the Claude-Bernard Hospital, a fever hospital in
Paris. Although every case receives exhaustive attention
in respect of aetiology, clinical symptoms, pathology,
diagnosis, and treatment, yet each has been primarily
selected for some, special reason ; thus two cases of
Hodgkin's disease because they were mistaken for undulant

fever ; a case of Weil's disease because the jaundice was
wanting; several cases of ulcerative pharyngo-stomatitis
(misdiagnosed as diphtheria) on account of their causes
(the administration of salts of mercury and bismuth in
unsuitable patients, the eruption of teeth, and leukaemia).
One case of kala-azar and a few of malaria are introduced,
partly as a warning that these diseases are indigenous in
certain districts of France, partly because of difficulties of
diagnosis. A particularly interesting lecture is that on
a case of a haemorrhagic exanthem due to novarseno-
benzol, suspected of being haemorrhagic small-pox. The
rashes caused by this drug may simulate those of certain
of the infectious diseases, and Professor Lemierre dis-
cusses Milian's hypothesis of biotropism, according to
which certain drugs have the power of bringing into action
any micro-organisms which happen to be latent in the
body, so that these drug rashes are really evidence of
attacks of such diseases as scarlet fever and measles.
This hypothesis, however, has not met with general
acceptance. The remaining lectures are devoted chiefly
to septicaemia due to organisms rarely found in that
condition, and to unusual cases of erysipelas.

This volume affords highly interesting and instructive
reading, valuable both to the specialist and to the general
practitioner

CHRONIC RESPIRATORY DISEASES
The Diagnosis and Treatment of Chronic Diseases of the
Respiratory Tract, with Especial Reference to the Lesions
of the Trachea, Bronichi, Lungs, Pleura, and Diaphragm.
By Elmer H. Funk, M.D. Revised by Burgess Gordon,
M.D. (Pp. 618; 182 figures. 40s. net.) New York and
London: H. Milford, Oxford University Press. 1936.

This book has been produced on a lavish scale, and is
therefore published at a price which puts it out of the
reach of many for whom it is intended-in this country
at all events. The actual contents do not justify either
the lavishness or the price. There is evidence of acute
clinical observation, and there is a due appreciation of
the relative importance of various factors in diagnosis and
treatment; but the style is heavy, and the arrangement
of the subject-matter is confusing and shows lack of
proportion. Indeed at times the book suggests a collec-
tion of essays rather than a textbook. Thus special
chapters are devoted to curiosities like fibrinous bronchitis,
broncholithiasis, chylothorax, and hernia of the lung,
subjects of no practical importance to the general practi-
tioner, for whom presumably the book was written, since
minute details of procedures like strapping the chest are
given, and the use of expectorants and similar drugs is
fully discussed. The summary handling of some subjects
-for instance, twenty lines are devoted to the patho-
genesis of pulmonary tuberculosis-is not merely un-
informative but may be misleading. Several inaccuracies
and omissions can be pointed out. Phrenic avulsion is
discussed in four pages, but the " crush " operation is
not mentioned; atelectasis and collapse are considered
throughout as synonymous; and we cannot agree that
congenital bronchiectasis is rare and of interest only to
pathologists, or that only 5 per cent. can benefit by
supplementing pneumothorax with pneumolysis. The
author's close association with bronchoscopic 'clinics is
shown by constant reference to the value of this diag-
nostic and therapeutic measure. In fact in discussing the
lipiodol investigation of the lungs no details of the other
methods of introducing lipiodol are given, such as the crico-
thyroid and transglottic routes-exclusively employed
here. On the other hand several subjects, often ignored
elsewhere, are discussed in this book in a practical and
concise manner-for instance, heliotherapy in pulmonary
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tuberculosis. Many useful skiagrams are reproduced in
the text.
The scope of the book is not broad enough for the

specialist in chest diseases; the points we have indicated
above show that it is too wide for the general practitioner.

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE
Florence Nighitin,gale. The Woman and(I the Legenid. By
Margaret Goldsmith. (Pp. 320. 15s. net.) London:
Hodder and Stotighton. 1937.

Here we have a further contribution to the literature on
this remarkable Victorian, of whom thirteen other
biographies are cited in the list appended to the present
volume. The author gives a balanced account of Miss
Nightingale's life and work, successfully resisting the temp-
tation to be carried away by admiration and sympathy
for her heroine, and giving adequate, though not undue,
attenition to certain defects in her character. Naturally
there is much in this book to interest medical readers.
The appalling conditions existing in the military hospital
at SctLitari, where Miss Nightingale arrived a few days
after the Battle of Balaclava, are described in some detail.
The unfortunate patients, many of whom were suffering
from cholera and dysentery, were fed entirely upon meat;
their quarters were overcrowded, ill ventilated, and filthy;
the sanitary arrangements were at one time so inadequate
that only twenty chamber pots were available for the use
of two thousand men. The story of how Florence
Nightingale, hampered at every turn by the intricacies
of red tape and stubbornly opposed by the majority of
the Army medical authorities, produced order out of
chaos, ameliorated the lot of the wounded, and within
six months reduced the death rate at the hospital by
nearly 50 per cent., is an epic of determined perseverance
and a triumph of organization.

In the concluding chapters the author does not unravel
as clearly as one could wish all the threads of Miss
Nightingale's later work. Apart from this criticism her
book may be commended as an excellent biography of one
whose life exerted an immense influence on hospital
management and the nursing profession.

Notes on Books
The monograph by Dr. MARCEL GERVOIS, entitled Le
Bacille de Type Bovin dans la Tuiberculose Humaine
(Lille, L. Daniel) consists entirely of a review of existing
knowledge. The author is appalled by the general ignor-
ance and apathy hitherto manifested in so many countries
in relation to the problem of tuberculosis of bovine
origin. At a time when there seems at last to be some
evidence of awakening of the public conscience towards
the hygiene of milk, he thinks it opportune to present
a summary of the evidence on which our case against the
bovine tubercle bacillus, and particularly milk-borne
tuberculosis, is based. The monograph itself consists
largely of tables reviewing the findings of different workers
in different countries during the past fifty years. Some
idea of the work involved may be gathered from the fact
that the results of no fewer than 17,045 examinations of
tuberculous material for determining the type of infecting
bacillus have been collected, and that the table of figures
giving the frequency of tubercle bacilli in milk covers
eighteen pages. Even those who are well acquainted with
the subject material will be astonished at the massiveness
of the documentation which the author has been able to
bLild up against the bovine tubercle bacillus. His general
conclusion that pasteurization of milk affords the only
immediate practical and efficacious method of combating
tuberculosis of bovine origin is inescapable.

The realization that despite the great reduction in the
infantile mortality rate in the last fifty years the neonatal
death rate has not followed this downward path has led
to an increased interest in the whole problem of the very
young infant. In Diseases of the Newbornz (H. Milford,
Oxford Press, 27s. 6d.) Dr. ABRAHAM Tow has performed
a valuable service by not only collecting the latest views
in the literature, but also adding observation of his own,
a particularly useful feature when he is discussing con-
troversial matter. The subject is well covered from the
preliminary considerations of physiological principles and
feeding to more detailed discussions of the disorders com-
monly met with. The section on the premature infant
is particularly good in its presentation of modern views,
though it may be noted that the incubator is now being
discarded in many centres. The chapter on birth injuries
is somewhat uneven, and there is no indication that intra-
cranial disorders (for example, cerebral oedema) other
than actual haemorrhage may occur: Cruickshank's
classical monograph on this has apparently not been con-
sulted. This, however, is the only serious omission found,
and the book may be confidently recommended to all
those concerned in the care of the newborn infant.

Biological Tinme, by LECOMTE DU NoOY, is a short
volume in which this problem is dealt with in an original
manner. The author, who is a distinguished physical
chemist, assisted Dr. Alexis Carrel in his work during
the war in Hospital 21 at Compiegne. The systematic
study of the healing of wounds which they carried through
showed that the process proceeded at a rate which could
be expressed by mathematical formulae. They also found
that the rate of healing was a function of the age of the
patient. Later experiments with tissue cultures showed
that, when these were grown in serum, the rate of division
was a function of the age of the animal from which
the serum was taken. From these and similar experiments
the author deduces the idea of a biological time which
alters with age. Such a conception is of course familiar
to biologists in general and clinicians in particular. One
of the most obvious facts in clinical medicine is that a
diseased infant changes its condition far more rapidly
than does an adult. From these familiar facts the author
makes a variety of interesting philosophical deductions
concerning the nature of time. His book is published
by Methuen and Co. at 7s. 6d.

The Proceedings of the second International Medical
Week in Switzerland have now been published. This
congress was held at Lucerne in the first week in Septem-
ber last year. The majority of the papers read then appear
in German, but some are in French, including the opening
speech by Dr. H. Carriere, director of the public health
service in Berne. The main subjects under discussion
related to diseases of childhood, hormones and vitamins,
and affections of the circulation and respiration, but
various papers on other medical subjects are incorporated
in this report, which is produced by the Journtal Suiisse
de Medecine and published by Benno Schwabe and Co.,
Basle.

Dr. JAIME MENDOZA'S Notes of a Doctor (Sucre,
Escuela Tifografica Salesiana) are divided into two un-
equal parts. The first and larger part, entitled " Essays,"
deals mainly with the medical aspects of Bolivia, espe-
cially as regards the incidence of tuberculosis, congenital
syphilis, and malaria in that country; while the second
part is devoted to psychiatry, the history of the Medical
Institute at Suzre, founded in 1892, and infant welfare.

Dr. ROBERT HUTCHISON'S wise little book on the
Elements of Medical Treatnment, which originally appeared
rather more than ten years ago, has now come ouLt in a
third edition, and the author has made some minor changes
and additions to bring his material abreast of present
practice. The publishers are John Wright and Sons; thae
PriCe iS SS.
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