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present employment he can either ignore the £50 car allow-
ance or include it, and then deduct the running costs and
depreciation of the car, but not instalments of purchase
price, as thev are capital outlay. As the assessments for
each year wiil presumably be made after the financial year
is over, the whole tax for that year will become due a few
weeks after the assessment is made.

Gratuiity on Leaving R.A.F.
"A. C. C." will be entitled to a gratuity of £1,000. Will this

be subject to income tax if used to purchase a practice?
*** Payments made by way of gratuity to civil servants

on retirement are not taxable, and we see no reason why
similar treatment should not apply to an R.A.F. gratuity
payable after only five years' service. " A. C. C.," how-
ever, might put the point to the assessing officer of the
R.A.F. so that he would have an authoritative statement for
future reference. The use to which the gratuity is put should
not affect the question of taxability.

Genzeral Expen2ses-Rent, Rates. etc.
A. C." refers to a table of expenses given in Professor A. L.
Bowley's memorandum with regard to the Court of In-
quiry's investigation into the capitation fee, and points out
that two-thirds is included in the table for rent, rates, fuel,
and light, whereas he has claimed only one-third for income
tax purposes.

"A. C." has apparently misunderstood the nature of
the expenses in the table-they refer to private, not pro-
fessional, expenses. Consequently the two-thirds shown in
the cost-of-living statement is consistent with the one-third
which he has treated as a professional expense.

Paymenit for Gutaranteeintg a Loani
"R. D." refers to a previous reply on the above question-
presumably one in our issue of December 8, 1934-and
encloses a letter from his inspector of taxes which admits
that the point is not covered by case law, but argues against
allowing the deduction.

*** The statement of facts in the case of Ryall v. Hoare
supports the view that when that case was taken to the
High Court the Revenue had allowed the borrower to
deduct the guarantee payment as an expense. But that fact
was not relevant to the decision and the case has accord-
ingly no validity as authority for the allowance. The chief
difficulty is that the payments arise out of the financial
positionf of the practitioner and not out of the circumstances
of the practice, and this lends some support to the view
that they are " capital " expenses and not incurred in carry-
ing on the practice. In the absence of judicial direction the
point is in doubt, and on its merits we are not prepared to
advise " R. D." to take it to formal appeal.

Productiont of Balanice Sheet
"E. S." has a sale practice and the inspector of taxes is

" demanding " production of a balance sheet for the practice.
Is this in order?

*** In our experience such requests are rare in the case
of professional practices (where the amount of assets used
in the work is usually relatively small) and is certainly not
made where the assessments have bee-- on the cash receipt
basis. We suggest that our correspondent might point this
out to the inspector and inquire for what special reason
a balance sheet is required in his particular case.

AlloItwance for Banik Iinterest
X. Y. Z." was unable to claim the special allowance for
bank interest paid by him in the years ending April, 1931,
1932, and 1934 as his " profits were not large enough to
be assessable." Can anv allowance now be claimed for
1936-7 and 1937-8'?

*** Only in respect of interest paid in those years. It
has to be remembered that each financial year stands by
itself, and relief for interest paid in any one year is due only
against tax payable for the same year. (Where the interest
can be treated as an "expense" it affects the following
year, but in the long run the result is normally the same.)

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
Rheumatism and Influenza

Dr. F. E. GRAHAM-BONNALIE, the director of the Brighton
Rheumatism Clinic, writes: With reference to the corre-
spondence which has been appearing in your columns
(Jolurnal, June 26, p. 1352) regarding the incidence of influ-
enza, during the last winter, among patients being treated
with the Warren Crowe rheumatic vaccine, the following
figures may be of interest to your readers. Of 138 people
who have been interrogated this week and who had been
receiving the vaccine treatment, twenty-four had influenza
and 114 remained free. In the case of the 114 who
remained free, there were twenty cases of influenza in their
homes. Whether these figures afford anv evidence of
immunity conferred upon these patients would appear to
depend upon the influenza incidence among the general
population.

Droitwi"h Spa
Medical men who wish to advise special treatment for their

patients do not always have ready at hand details about the
facilities, social and medicinal, of the various spas in this
country. We have recently received a well-illustrated
pamphlet entitled Droitwvich Spa atnd thle Treat netnt of
Rhelumatism, in which full information is given of the
therapeutic equipment available at Droitwich, an analysis of
the water, and other information of use to the prospective
patient and to his practitioner It can be obtained by medical
men free of charge on application to the Spa Director,
Droitwich, Worcestershire.

Medical Golf
The Scottish Medical Golfing Society held its summer week-

end meeting at Princes' Golf Club, Sandwich, on July 10 and
11. The results of the competitions were as follows.
Singles v. Bogey: 1, Dr. Bruce Williamson (12) 3 down;
Sir Lancelot Barrington-Ward, Drs. Bertram Shires, Keith
Forbes, Desmond Curran, and Walter Maclay tied for
second place with 4 down. Four Ball v. Bogey: 1. Drs.
Bartleman and Curran, 5 up; 2, Drs. Maclay and Gordon,
and Drs. Bruce Williamson and Keith Forbes tied at 3 up.
The Medal Round was won by Dr. Curran (7), 73; Dr.
Donald Paterson (18) was second with 75, and Mr. Rupert
Scott (9) third with 76. The Silver Haggis for the best
eclectic score was won by Dr. W. A. Low with 68 (86 less
18). In addition to the above there were various hidden
prizes.

Digest of Treatment
In the Jouernlal of July 10 (p. 73) we announced the appear-

ance of a monthly review of therapeutics entitled Digest
of Treatment. This is published by J. B. Lippincott Com-
pany, Washington Square, Philadelphia, but in this country
the annual subscription of 25s. and any inquiries may be
addressed to J. B. Lippincott Company, 16, John Street;
Adelphi, London, W.C.2.

Corrigendum: One-eyed Pilots
Mr. J. MYLES BICKERTON'S letter on page 138 of our issue

for July 17 contains an error which renders the table
useless. The second column, group 3, should have read
"6/6 or 100 per cent., K!ith glasses." The table is here
reprinted in its correct form:

Standards for One-eyed A Licence Pilots

Group Good Eye Other Eye

(1) 6/6 vision or 100 per cent.,
without glasses Group I

Normal field of vision Blind Standard Group 2

Not colour blind or Group 3

(2) 6,9 or 90 per cent., without 6j60 to 6/24 (with or
glasses without glasses)

Normal field . Field good

Not colour blind

(3) 6/6 or 100 per cent., with 6124 with correction
glasses

Normal field Field good

Normal colour vision Binocular vision
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