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Obituary
R. H. ELLIOT, M.D., F.R.C.S.

Lieutenant-Colonel, Indian Medical Service (ret.)
Lieut.-Colonel Robert Henry Elliot, who died at Barnet
on November 9th, was born on August 23rd, 1864, the
son of Lieut.-Colonel J. McD. Elliot, the 4th King's Own

Regiment, and studied medicine at St. Bartholomew's
Hospital. He took the M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P. in 1889,
and graduated at London University as M.B. (honours)
1890, B.S. (honours) 1891, and M.D. in 1905. He also
took the F.R.C.S. in 1892, the D.P.H.Cambridge in 1892,
and received the Sc.D.Edinburgh in 1904. While at
Bart's he gained the Preliminary Science Exhibition in
1884, and the Bentley
Surgical Prize in 1888.
Entering the I.M.S. as

surgeon lieutenant on

January 20th, 1892, he
became lieutenant-colonel
after twenty years' ser-

vice, and retired on May
15th, 1914. At Netley he
won the Montefiore medal
and prize in military
surgery and the Maclean
prize in clinical medicine.
On joining the I.M.S. he
spent his first two years

on sanitary duty, during
which he served in an

expedition in the Chin
Hills, on the north-east
frontier of India, in
1892-3, receiving the
frontier medal with a

clasp. In February, 1894,
he got civil employment
in Madras, and spent ten
years in various posts,
among them that of secre-

tary to the Surgeon-

General of Madras, and .-
an acting appointment as

superintendent of the
Ophthalmic Hospital at

-Madras. In March, 1904,
he was confirmed in that
post, along with the pro-
fessorship of ophthalmo-|
logy in the Madras
Medical College, and held
both till his retirement, making a name for himself
as the leading ophthalmic surgeon in India. After
his retirement he was examiner of surgical instruments
at the Indian store depot from 'August, 1919, to 1925.
In 1919 he was appointed lecturer on ophthalmology at
the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine.
In 1916-17 he filled a Hunterian professorship at the
Royal College of Surgeons. He received the honorary
Fellowship and gold medal of the American Academy of
Ophthalmology, and honorary membership of societies
in his specialty in Egypt, Detroit, and Chicago.
Apart from his professional work Elliot had two

special interests one was the study of snakes, to which
he had devoted much time and many experiments during
his Indian career. The other was the investigation of
so-called magic. He had been chairman of the Occult
Committee of the Magic Circle since 1919. He was a

first-rate amateur conjurer, and had spent much time in
studying Indian conjuring tricks and so-called magic.
He was, with reason, especially confident that no man
ever saw or ever performed the famous Indian rope
trick.
He was the author of Notes on Cataract Extraction,

1910; Sclero-Corneal Trephining in the Operative -Treat-
ment of Glaucoma, 1913; Glaucoma: A Handbook for
Practitioners, 1917 ; The Indian Operation of Couching for
Cataract, 1917 ; Tropical Ophthalmology, 1920; The Care
of Eye Cases, 1921 ; and The Myth of the Mystic East,
1934. During the last few years he had contributed some
very interesting articles to Blackwood's Magazine on
student days in the 'eighties, on snakes and snake poisons,
and on magic. Elliot married Eva, daughter of the late
Surgeon-General Hutchinson, I.M.S. She died in 1925.

He leaves three sons.

Dr. ALFRED Cox writes:
It is with sincere sorrow

that I write this testi-
mony to an old B.M.A.
friend ; but it is a pious
duty to see, so far as I am

that due recognition
is paid to his brilliant

s] servioes to the B.M.A.,
and, through it, to the
Service of which he was a

- proud and distinguished
member. These things
are so easily buried in
committee files.

Colonel Elliot was a
member of the Associa-
tion, with a short break,
from 1891 to the time of
his death. He attended
the Annual Representa-
tive Meeting in 1911 as
the representative of the
South India con tituency.
He was -vice-president of
the Naval and Military
Section at the Annual
Meeting, 1920, and of the
Section of Ophthalmology
in 1921. From 1912 to
1922 he was a member of
the Science Committee,
and was a member of the
Council from 1917 to 1922.

________________E______ During that time he

served on several com-
mittees and subcommittees, all 'with a Service interest.
But it was as chairman of the Naval and Military
Committee from 1917 to 1922 that he made his mark as
the most energetic, combative, and successful fighter for
his old Service that I have ever known.
In the few years before the war the I.M.S. got into

a bad way-so bad that in 1913 the Secretary of State
for India wrote to the Association asking for its assistance
in recruiting, as the entries had sunk to a very low ebb
and the quality of the candidates had greatly deteriorated.
The Association had been considering this matter for
some time, and Dawson Williams, then Editor of the
jouarnal, who always took a keen interest in Service
affairs, had prepared a series of articles in which the
situation was critically examined. He placed these
articles at the disposal of the Council, which adopted
them as the basis of the evidence it was asked to give
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to the Royal Commission on the Public Services. And
the Council, with the approval of the Naval and Military
Committee, invited Elliot to act as its witness. Elliot,
though not then on the committee, was known to it as

the best-informed recently retired I.M.S. man. So well
did he do his work that he was inevitably chosen to
take up the attack when the matter was reopened in 1917.
He was put on the Naval and Military Committee, which
at once appointed hinm chairman, and from that time
he led the fight, which was a long, and at times an

embittered, struggle. In 1918 the Secretary of State
received a deputation from the Association, and right
well do I remember the occasion. With exquisite
courtesy, but with a knowledge of the facts which made
him invincible, Elliot handled the Secretary in a

memorable duel. Mr. Montague, though friendly, had
strong views of his own, and so had his advisers, and
there was some very plain speaking, out of which Elliot
emerged with great credit. He succeeded in convincing
the Minister that unless his policy was changed the days
of the I.M\.S.-long renowned as the finest Service of its
kind in the world-were numbered.

In due course Mr. Montague made many concessions,
irncluding a 33j per cent. increase in grade pay, and
asked that the Association should now use all its influence
to encourage recruitment. There was a disposition on

the part of some to take what was offered, but Elliot
was not satisfied, and he was backed by strong repre-

sentations from members and ex-members of the Service.
The campaign dragged on, Elliot as determined as ever,

but at the Annual Meeting at Cambridge in 1920 the
Council was able to announce that practically everything
they had demanded had been granted, including a 50 per

cent. Tise in pay. To make the victory more complete
Sir Havelock Charles, then Medical Adviser to the India
Office, attended the Representative Meeting and personally
_" thanked the B.M.A. for what it had done for all the
Medical Services, and explained how conditions of pay,

service, and pensions of the I.M.S. had been greatly im-
proved, mainly owing to the action taken by, and the
support of, the B.M.A." (I quote from the A.R.M.
Minute.) It was a great achievement for the Association
and a personal triumph for Elliot.
When I left the Association in 1932 Elliot asked me

to become secretary of the British Health Resorts Asso-
ciation, a body largely medical, which he had founded
in 1931. He was an intensely patriotic citizen, and he
firmly believed that an important industry of this country
essential in its health economy could be materially
helped by an association based laxgely on medical
guidance and influence. During the last five -years he
has been its Chairman of Executive, and he exhibited in
that position, in spite of obviously failing health, all the
qualities which made him a natural leader and fighter.
His energy was phenomenal, and his enthusiasm un-

bounded. He could get through business as quickly
and as well as any chairman I have known. He was

exacting, for he had a keen eye for detail and strong
views as regards the proper use of the English language;
but no man could 'be more generous in his praise of good
work in others. For the last three years he has been
working under the imminence of the sudden death which
came to him. He died, as he wished, in full harness,
for he saw a patient only an hour or two before his death.

Lieut.-Colonel HENRY KIRKPATRICK, I.M.S. (ret.),
writes:
The passing of Robert Henry Elliot creates a void in

the ophthalmological world and occasions deep regret in
the minds of his -friends and patients. Always an arduous

worker, he entered the Indian Medical Service after a

brilliant career as a student at St. Bartholomew's. When
passing out of Netley he obtained the highest honours
available. After the usual military service on the North-
West Frontier and Burma he was transferred to civil
employment in Madras, and in his early days there held
various important posts. After a period, during which
he was seconded to work with Sir Thomas Fraser in
Edinburgh on the action of snake venom, he visited-on
deputation the various eye clinics in Europe, and then
obtained the appointment of superintendent of the
Government Ophthalmic Hospital, Madras. His experi-
ence specially fitted him to introduce the latest methods
of examination and treatment, and to raise the Madras
Hospital to a leading place in the study and treatment of
eye diseases. The reforms he advocated were naturally
expensive, -and brought him into opposition with the
financial authorities of the Government, and his plain
speaking at that time may account for the lack of that
recognition of his services by the Government which
might have been expected. During the following years
he proved himself an expert at organization. His expcri-
ence in Madras 'led him to study the grave injury
inflicted on the public by the cataract coucher and other
unqualified practitioners; he also devoted himself to the
perfection of his methods of correcting errors of refraction,
in which he was extraordinarily proficient. The work
for which he will always be remembered is connected
with the treatment of chronic non-congestive glaucoma.
Reco-gnizing -the value of Lagrange's work on this subject,
he set himself to devise a safer method of securing a

filtering cicatrix, and evolved the idea of removing sub-
conjunctivally with a trephine a disk of the sclero-corneal
tissue.

Ill-health due to the tropical climate led him to leave
Madras in 1912, and he then started consulting practice
in 'London, where he soon acquired a large clientele.
Knowing from his own experience the value of his tech,
nique in the treatment of glaucoma, he was somewhat
disappointed by its rather tardy acceptance in England,
but was, however, consoled by its ample recognition in
America and elsewhere. His old Service is deeply
indebted to him for the manner in which, after settling
in London, he pressed its interests through the British
Medical Association, of whose Council he was a very
active member. By unremitting efforts he was able to
secure enhanced pensions and general amelioration of terms
of service. Despite the calls of his large practice, Elliot
was a prolific writer, gifted with a charming and remark-
ably clear style. His workls on glaucoma and tropical
ophthalmology are classics. His talented wife gave him
inestimable help in the preparation of his books. Her
death was a shock from which he never really recovered.
His lectures at the London School of Hygiene and
Tropical Medicine were extraordinarily clear and interest-
ing to the students.

Elliot had an extremely versatile mind, and his interests
were spread over many subjects. A leading character-
istic was intolerance of mysticism and any form of decep-
tion. He was devoted to the interests of his patients, and
always sympathetic to their points of view. Those who
knew -him well were lost in admiration of the courage

with which he carried on his work during the past years

despite much suffering. He successfully performed a

critical operation less than a week before he died,
and saw a patient in consultation on the day of
his death.

At the memorial service on Friday, November 13th,
in Christ Church, Barnet, Dr. Alfred Cox represented the

British Medical Association.
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