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Memorial Lecture on the work of Manson, Ross, and Reed.
The first " correction " concerns an error into which Manson
fell. Not Manson alone, but both Manson and Ross fell
into error in the course of their epoch-making work; it
would have been a miracle had they not done so; these
errors your correspondent will find adequately referred to
in the lecture when printed. The second " correction "

refers to a statement that Manson had selected Ross to
verify his theory. Whether Manson selected Ross or Ross
selected Manson was not germane to the subject of the
lecture, and so was not discussed in it. The lecture was
primarily concerned with showing how valuable experi-
mental work had been in the hands of Manson, Ross, and
Reed in elucidating the transmission of certain diseases.
Finally, may I be permitted to express my appreciation
of the excellent summary of the lecture which appeared in
the Journal of June 20th.

Specific Treatment for Acute Sepsis
Dr. H. M. LIvINGSTON (London, WV.1), in the course of a letter
on this subject, writes: Daily practice of the specific treat-
ment of acute sepsis by active immunization for the last
seven years has led me to agree with Dr. Crofton's views.
The effect of treatment of acute sepsis by surgery only is
admittedly uncertain ; combined with active immunization
the results are excellent. They are so in respect to the
saving of life, in enabling crippling operations to be replaced
by more conservative surgical measures, and in aiding con-
valescence and the return to normal health and activity in
a remarkable degree. I have had successful results again
and again in such acute affections as pneumonia, pleurisy,
peritonitis, infective thrombophlebitis, acute infective
arthritis, influenza, etc., as well as in septicaemia con-
sequent on road accidents and puerperal septicaemia.
Attention is being directed to the woeful toll of road
accidents and maternity. I feel that a marked reduction
of mortality and crippling illness would be effected in both
instances were specific active immunization employed as a
routine measure. Only our ingrained conservatism, the
-difficulty which we find in modifying the theories with
which we have grown up from our medical childhood, and,
most of all, in persuading ourselves that patients whose
condition we are accustomed to regard as hopeless recover
under an unfamiliar treatment, appear to stand in the way
of achieving more generally and swiftly a real progre5s in
the treatment of this wide class of cases.

A Pasteur Film
A sign of the rising standard of taste in film production

(writes a correspondent) is " The Story of Louis Pasteur,"
now showing to crowded houses at the New Gallery Cinema,
London. Apart from some inaccuracies it is one of the
best biographical or historical films we have seen. The
story has, of course, to be accommodated to the require-
ments of popular presentation, but essential dignity has
been preserved. The account of Pasteur's researches on
anthrax and hydrophobia, including pictures of blood films
and spores, assumes a high intelligence on the part of a
film audience. The part of Pasteur himself is most admir-
ably taken by Paul Muni, who shows him to be the simple,
devoted, courageous man that he was, ardent and unfor-
giving in what he demanded of himself and others in his
research, and fortunate beyond most in his domestic felicity.
The semi-paralysis which afflicted him just before the Franco-
Gergian War is shown in the film as occurring at a later
period, when he was almost at the summit of his fame, and
the John Bullish countenance which now and again looks
out of the screen does not harmonize with our ideas of
Lister, who incidentally appears as an older man than
Pasteur, whereas he was really his junior, and they did not
meet until 1892. There are other historical errors which
will matter little, however, to the ordinary film-going public.
Some of the finest episodes in this production are those
concerned with Pasteur's conflicts with the Academy of
Medicine, and the manner of discussion in a medical
assembly is really wdll drawn, as is the part of Pasteur's
great medical opponent, and afterwards his generous friend,
Charbonnet. The film closes with Pasteur's speech at a
great meeting of the Academy in which he receives a decora-
tion from the Tsar. Pasteur is shown overcome by the
emotion of the moment, but pulls himself together, and
addresses the young students in the gallery, bidding them
not be discouraged in the pursuit of knowledge by repeated
failure or by vexatious opposition. Louis Napoleon (who
bids Pasteur limit his reseaches to chemistry and not
cross the frontier of medicine), the Empress Eugenie, and
President Thiers make brief appearances, and it is a French
savant (not T. H. Huxley, as it really was) who is made
to say that the money value of Pasteur's discoveries was
sufficient to pay the German indemnity. A special presenta-

tion of the film will be given on July 30th to members of
the International Congress for Microbiology.

A Gynaecological Calendar.
Dr. EDWARD R. ELKAN writes: Physicians can often be heard

to complain about the difficulties they have in collecting
reliable data about their patients' gynaecological histories.
The answers they receive on asking their questions are
more often than not of doubtful value. Recent progress
in endocrinology, however, necessitates that we should take
fuller notice of our patients' endocrine symptoms. The
collection of reliable data and the keeping of correct
records becomes increasingly important. The calendar
hlere described is based on the only hormonal symptom
easily to be observed by the woman herself-namely, her
period. The calendar can be used by the patient, or it
can be kept by the doctor as part of the case sheet. It
records both beginning and end of the period, and the
quantity of menstrual floss is recorded approximately by
counting the sanitary towels used each day. The number
of towels required does not, of course, depend solely on the
strength of the menstrual flow. For the same quantity of
flow one worman may use twice as many towels as
another. Any individual woman, however, can be relied
upon to be consistent in her habits, and if a woman whose
calendar shows that she used to change her towels on an
average four times on the second day, suddenly starts
changing them eight times, we may take this as an irregu-
larity worth taking notice of. By registering the number
of towels used in the way indicated by the calendar we
get a graphic picture of the woman's menstrual cycle, and
we can see at a glance whether it has, and in which
direction it has, been influenced by the treatment
prescribed. The calendar should also be useful in cases of
irregular bleedings, in " safe period " experiments, and,
above all, for healthy women who want no more than a
practicable way in which to record their periods. Physi.
cians will certainly be grateful if a woman who consults
them about a gynaecological complaint or an endocrine
disorder produces a calendar with useful and reliable in-
formation. The calendar is issued by The Laboratory,
14A, Manchester Square, WV.1.

Treatment of Boils
Dr. H. L. MCCORMICK (Dennistoun) writes: There is a mucb
more scientific method of treating boils than that advo-
cated by Dr. J. J. O'Keefe of Fanning Island, Mid-Pacific
(Journal, June 20th, p. 1284). An intramuscular injec-
tion of manganese butyrate 1 c.cm. will cut short or
modify very markedly the course of any boil or similar
inflammation. My usual procedure is to instruct the patient
to wash round the inflamed area several times daily with
methylated spirit and once daily with 1 per cent. solution
of tincture of iodine. No attempt is made to expel the
central necrotic area and no incision should be made except
to relieve tension, and then only into the necrotic area
itself. The lesion may be left uncovered or, if it is neces-
sary to treat the friends as well as the patient, it may be
covered with plain gauze, and great play may be
made with kaolin poultices. Suitable diet;ing, of course, is
necessary, but more important still is th~e value of rest in
bed. I instruct my patients further to retire to bed in the
early evening fortified with fruit drinks, glucose, and a
fistful of light literature.

"The Book of Oxford ": A Correction
The author of a part of the Book of Oxford, to be presented

to members of the B.M.A. attending the annual meeting,
next week, desires us to state that the year of the meeting
in Oxford (pp. 26 and 76) should be 1868 and not 1890.

Anti-venom Serum
Allen and Hanburys Ltd., 7, Vere Street, WV.1, issue E.R.

(Pasteur) prepared from horses immunized against the
venom of European snakes. Dose 10 c.cm. subcutaneously
or intramuscularly for children and adults. It is supplied
as an outfit of one 10 c.cm. ampoule and one hypodermic
syringe complete. The serum remains active for four years.
Price of outfit lOs. 6d.

Vacancies
Notifications of offices vacant in universities, medical colleges,
and of vacant resident and other appointments at hospitals,
will be found at pages 55, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 64, and 65
of our advertisement columns, and advertisements as to
partnerships, assistantships, and locumtenencies at pages
62 and 63.
A short summary of vacant posts notified in the advertise-

ment columns appears in the Supplement at page 39.
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