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W;-A. SMITH, M.A.OxoN., M.B., M.R.C.S.
In the person of Dr. William Alexander Smith there has
just passed away in Cambridge, at the ripe age of 81, a
man of unusual gifts and charm. Qualified in 1880, he
very shortly settled down to general practice in the village
of Newport, Essex, where he remained for twenty-seven
years until his retirement.

Tall, rather gaunt, and with piercing, deep-set eyes and
old-fashioned military moustache, he had a striking and
commanding presence-more -like a general of infantry
than a country doctor. But such he was, and well con-
tent to be so, though his qualities would have admirably
fitted him to fill a professorial chair. His kindliness, his
courtesy, his conscientiousness, his outstanding ability,
and the humility which goes with great knowledge com-
bined to make him esteemed alike by his patients and by
a wide circle of friends. There was a transparent sincerity
and simplicity about him, combined with a kindly humour
and a shrewd judgement of men and things, that made
up a singularly delightful personality. An omnivorous
reader he absorbed a vast amount of learning, so that there
was scarcely a subject on which he could not make an
illuminating remark or raise a suggestive question. Philo-
sophy, fiction, poetry, history, biography, archaeology,
medical science, all engaged his study at every available
moment. Yet he was no mere bookworm, being in-
tensely practical, and at all times a delightful companion.
His love of books occasionally led him into whimsical
situations. At one time he used to go his rounds on
horseback reading a book as he rode, while he and the
horse have been seen by the roadside each taking a noon-
day " bait," while Smith read poetry aloud between
mouthfuls.

Professionally he was a careful and scientific physician
and an excellent surgeon. He kept himself abreast of the
advancing body of medical knowledge. His opinion was
valued by his colleagues and commanded respect, though
always delivered with a certain modesty and hesitancy
that were characteristic. Seldom dogmatic, and loathing
all the arts of the cocksure charlatan, his straightforvward
character and sound professional knowledge enabled him
to build up a large practice, extending over a wide area.
Leaving Newport in 1908, he went to reside in Bristol,
where he was welcomed by the scientific and literary
societies of that city, and did useful work for the Ministry
of Pensions. Two years ago failing health obliged him to
relinquish all his activities, and later he removed to
Cambridge, where he spent his last days.

W. T. WOOD, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S.ED.

We regret to announce the death on July 23rd, in his
sixty-fourth year, at his residence, Creswell, Derbyshire,
of Dr. W. T. Wood. A strong Protestant Irishman, Dr.
Wood was a native of Cork, and was educated at Queen's
College in that city, and at the College of Surgeons,
'Edinburgh, qualifying L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S.Edin., and L.M.
and L.R.F.P.S.Glas. in '1894.

After a period in Birmingham and Bolsover, Derby-
shire, he settled down into practice at 'Creswell, where he
remained, except during the war, for the rest of his life.
During this time he saw a mere hamlet grow into a large
industrial township, and took his full share in its social,
educational, and recreational developments. Locally he
will be best remembered for his work in connexion with
the ambulance movement, first as lecturer and then cl.s
honorary surgeon and superintendent of the loCal ambu-
lance division. Although over military age he joined up
with this division in September, 1914, with the rank of
captain, and went to France. In February, 1915, he was
attached to the 5th Battalion North Staffordshire Regi-

ment, and served with them in the trenches. Following
the battle of the Somme in 1916, Dr. Wood was trans-
ferred to the artillery, and remained on the western
front until the end of the war, returning to civil life at
Christmas, 1918. In later years he was made a Knight
of Grace of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem. As
president of the local branch of the British Legion he was
a ceaseless champion of the cause of ex-soldiers, and left
no stone unturned to ensure that justice should be done to
the sick and disabled and to their dependants. Despite
an extensive private practice he was for twenty-five years
medical officer of health to Kiveton Park Rural District
Council, and for twenty years to Worksop Rural District
Council. In 1928 he was elected by a large majority to
the Derbyshire County Council. As a member of the
County Education Committee he devoted himself un-
reservedly to the interests of education, and was chair-
man of the Board of Governors of Clowne Mining and
Technical Institute, a Governor of Shirebrook County
Secondary School for girls, chairman of Creswell Council
School managers, aind a county council representative on
the governing body of Chesterfield Grammar School.
He was an unsparing critic-and at the same time a

keen and loyal supporter-of the British Medical Asso-
ciation, and his comparatively early death is a great loss
to the Chesterfield Division, of which he was chairman in
1931-2. A man of independent mind and well supplied
with the native instinct of opposition, he always tinc-
tured his argument with common sense and good humour,
though he could never be credited with suffering fools
gladly.

THE LATE MR. HARRY MORTIMER WHARRY
Dr. G. P. CROWDEN writes: In 1930 Mr. Wharry sug-
gested to the National Institute for the Deaf that the
subject of the prescription of electric hearing aids for the
deaf needed attention, and was instrumental in bringing
into being a subcommittee for conducting an inquiry into
the matter. Through the good offices of the late Dr.
Eichholz, of the Ministry of Health, Mr. Wharry was put
in touch with workers in the Department of Industrial
Physiology at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicine, where an investigation on parallel lines was in
progress. A joint research committee was then formed,
and during the next two years Mr. Wharry spent much
time, not only in his consulting room and at the School'
of Hygiene, but also at his home'testing and examining
every variety and description of electrical a,nd miechanical
apparatus for the deaf. He was untiring in his e'fforts,
and his observations rapidly led to the detection and.
actual assessment of defects in existing hearing aids and
to suggestions for their improvement. He started -a' clinic
at the Royal Ear Hospital and UnivQrsity College Hos-
pital for the assessment of deafness and the prescription
of hearing aids, on which subject he was working when his
health broke down. The full fruits of Mr. Wharry's
tquiries and suggestions have not yet been gathered,
but without hesitation it can be said' that the deaf will
have reason to' be grateful to him for his patient in-
vestigations, and, moreover, the manufacturers of hearing
aids have already benefited by having their attention
drawn to defects in existing instruments which can readily
be remedied, thanks to the simple modifications and'ad-
justments which Mr. Wharry devised.

It is a matter of the greatest regret that his pioneering
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Mr. ALEXANDER RICHARD ANDERSON, C.B.E., F.R.C.S.,
who died on July 28th at his home in Boscombe, was for
many years a leading surgeon in Nottingham and the
neighbouring country. The son of Colonel R. Anderson,
56th Regiment, -he received his nmedical education at St.
Bartholomew's Hospital, qualifying L.S.A. in 1876 and
obtaining the M.R.C.S. a year later. In 1884 he was
admitted a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons of
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