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19,472 insane persons of whom the Board had official
knowledge. Of these, 2,907 were private patients, 16,499
were supported from municipal rates, and 66 were in the
Criminal Lunatic Department of Perth Prison at the
expense of the State. The total number on January
1st, 1931, was 19,241, so that there had been
an increase of 231 during the year. There was a
certain amount of overcrowding in district asylums
owing to the increase in the number of patients
and this could be remedied only by the provision of more
institutional accommodation, or by the discharge of
patients who would no longer benefit by expensive curative
treatment in an asylum. A noteworthy feature has been
the steady decline in recent years in the number of patients
boarded out from asylums. This suggests either that
fewer patients are now suitable for boarding out, or that
there is greater difficulty in obtaining suitable guardians.
The Board's Deputy Commissioners, however, had
reported that there was no real lack of possible guardians
throughout the country, but that they were not being
supplied with patients, and it is suggested that on financial
as well as other grounds local authorities should not ignore
the advantages to be gained by the fuller use of the
boarding out system, a system which has been a great
success in Scotland in past years. The large cities have
organized such a system, and it is desirable that there
should be similar arrangements in all the large burghs
and in counties, now that the duties of the parish councils
have been transferred to town and county councils.
Certain areas might usefully combine for this purpose, and
much economy in the treatment of insane persons might
be effected. With regard to the prevention of mental
disease, it is pointed out that 951 patients (450 male
and 501 female) were discharged recovered from Scottish
asylums during the year ending December 31st, 1931. Of
these, 57, or 6 per cent., were under 20, and 185, or 19.4
per cent., were between 20 and 30. Of those recovered,
77 per cent. were discharged within a year after admission,
and a further 12.6 per cent. before the expiration of a
second year. The report claims that the interrelationship
between mental and physical health and disease is being
more and more recognized. Mental conditions which
require treatment in asylums begin mainly during the
strain of middle life and with the approach of old age,
and there is no doubt that in many cases insanity is
preventable by medical treatment given at the right time.
The returns furnished by local authorities for expenditure
Dn pauper lunatics show that a total sum of £993,041
was paid, of which £863,903 was for maintenance in royal
and district asylums, £47,494 for maintenance in private
dwellings, and £19,841 for certification, transport, and
other expenses. Of this expenditure £57,295 was recovered
from relatives and friends. The average charges for
pauper lunatics have been as follows: in royal asylums
21s. per week; in district asylums 19s. 2d. per week ; in
lunatic asylums of poorhouses 12s. 5d. per week; and in
private dwellings 12s. lld. per week. In addition to this
expenditure, the maintenance and provision of accom-
modation for certified aided mentally defective persons
who have been under care during the year in certified
institutions or under guardianship amounted to £181,596,
of which £144,636 was paid in respect of persons in
certified institutions and £32,679 in respect of patients
in private dwellings.

Glasgow Veterinary College
At the annual distribution of prizes at the Glasgow

Veterinary College, Professor Glaister, chairman of the
Governors, recalled the difficulties experienced by the
College since the withdrawal of the Government grant
some years ago. The College, he said, had managed to
survive, and in this year had started with over 150

students. Despite the withdrawal of the grant, the
Governors had decided to carry on ; the number of
students since that time had more than doubled, and
the students had held their own with those from other
colleges. It had been decided that an extra year should
be added to the curriculum, and this would have the effect
of putting the veterinary profession on a higher plane
than before. The College had been well supported by
county and urban councils in the WVest of Scotland, but
it could utilize additional money for extensions to the
laboratories, further scientific apparatus, and increased
accommodation for students.

Glasgow Foot Hospital
Dr. A. S. M. Macgregor, medical officer of health for

Glasgow, speak,ing at a dinner in connexion with the
Scottish Convention of the Incorporated Society of
Chiropodists, held in Glasgow on October 14th, said that
the Glasgow and West of Scotland Hospital, although
only a year old, had shown vigorous growth, and was
proving as successful as the clinic which had been estab-
lished for a number of years in Edinburgh. This work,
he considered, formed a very definite and important
branch of modern orthopaedic surgery. Mr. George
M'Nish, chairman of the hospital, said that in the ten
months since it had been opened 17,500 poor people had
been registered at the hospital, and treatment had been
administered in over 4,000 cases. At present there was
a waiting list of 400, but through lack of accommodation
it would take two or three months to overtake this.

Ireland
Clean Milk Society

Speaking on behalf of a deputation from the Irish
CleansMilk Society, which recently waited on the Depart-
ment of Local Government and Public Health in Dublin,
Professor J. W. Bigger drew attention to the necessity,
in the interests of the producers and consumers, for fresh
legislation in connexion with the production of pure milk,
and urged that the requisite steps should be taken to
obtain statutory powers to deal with the matter. Dr.
Price submitted statistics showing the heavy mortality
from diarrhoea and enteritis among infants, and the
incidence of tuberculous meningitis, which might be
traced to the consumption of impure or infected milk.
The question of the encouragement of owners of tubercle-
free herds of milch cows, who have gone to great expense
in establishing and maintaining such herds, was also
raised and discussed. Dr. Ward, Parliamentary Secretary,
in replying to the deputation, explained the many diffi-
culties in the way of the suggested legislation; it was
inadvisable at the present time to place any further
restriction on the production or marketing of milk. He
stated, however, that the whole matter would receive his
careful consideration with a view to bringing the question
of remedial legislation before the Executive Council at
a suitable occasion.

Public Health Acts in Belfast
At a meeting of the Belfast Corporation Health Com-

mittee the medical superintendent officer of health
reported that during the two weeks ending October 8th
331 specimens were submitted for examination at the
municipal laboratory, while 4,849 inspections were carried
out under the Public Health Acts. The death rate from
all causes for the week ending October 8th was 10.6, and
from the principal zymotic diseases 0.9 ; the corresponding
figures for the previous week were 10.8 and 1.1 respec-
tively; for the same week in 1931 they were 11.7 and 0.8.
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He also reported on the arrangements he was making for
Rat Week, to be held from December 5th to 10th, the
object of which is to draw public attention to the damage
caused by rats and their menace to public health.

Hospital Commission and the Allocation of
Sweepstakes

Arising out of alleged complaints by a member of the
Dail concerning the difficulty experienced by poor persons
in being admitted for treatnment to some of the voluntary
hospitals in Cork and Dublin, the Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister for Local Government and Public Health,
Dr. C. Ward, stated that the position was generally un-
satisfactory so far as accommodation and specialized
treatment for the very poor were 'concerned. It had been
freely alleged that these difficulties had not much lessened
as a result of the large allocations from sweepstakes.
These were made on'the uinderstanding that 25 per cent.
of the money would be devoted to the poor, but the're
appeared to be no statutory power to see that the sum
was made available for that purpose. It also appeared
that advantage was not being taken of the opportunity
afforded by the sweepstakes to secure the best system.
A pOsitioIn had been reached in which a number of
hospitals were in competition. His Department had been
giving this matter thought, and' it was intended to
introduce a Government, measure-the Bill was being
drafted-calculated to secure better results from the
money allocated. In these circumstances he asked the
Members to postpone consideration of the 'present private
Bill until they heard the contents of the new measure.
Mr. Fitzgerald-Kenny, Minister for Justice in the late
Government, said that the moneys could have been much
better allocated if they had visualized the enormous pro-
portions the sweepstakes would attain. Steps should be
taken towards the amalgamation of hospitals. In Vienna,
a city much larger than Dublin, there was only one
hospital, and this made for greater efficiency and economy.
The poorer middle classes were as much in need 'of
moderately charged treatment as any other class, and he
believed -that when the hospitals were rich a real effort
would be made to help not merely the poor, but the
struggling middle classes. Sir William Taylor, vice-
chairman of the Irish Hospitals Committee, in a statement
to the Press, is reported to have said that he did'not like
the suggestion to hold up the money already obtained
from the sweepstakes. Where hospitals had embarked on
additional expenditure for new buildings or recon'struction
the retention of the money would mean overdrafts and
heavy rate of interest. It would prevent hospitals from
undertaking any fresh expenditure, which in turn might
prevent further employment.

Public Health in Galway
Dr. B. O'Beirne, county medical officer of health, in

his annual report to the Galway County Council, stated
that much progress hlad been made in the organization
of the public health scheme. In 1931 there were notified
553 cases of infectiouF diseases, including 200 of measles
and 171 of diphtheria. During the year a campaign of
immunization against diphtheria was started, the number
immunized beinig 2,139. So far as the health of the
community was concerned, housing played a very impor-
tant part. Galway was rapidly improving its housing
accommodation, especially in the Galway urban area.
There were a large number of houses still required in the
Connemara district to replace the existing insanitary ones,
and Dr. O'Beirne was glad to be in a position to say
that as a result of the Gaeltacht housing scheme much
good work has been done in this direction. In a separate
report dealing with medical inspection of school children,
wvhich was started in Galway inl January, 1931, Dr.

O'Beirne writes that there are 32,174 children on the
register. The total number of children examined during
the year was 8,087. At first glance, he writes, it would
appear that the defects- are very numerous, but on
analysis it may be seen that most of these are remediable.
The percentage of carious teeth was in the region of 50.
With the extension of the scheme to the rural areas a
marked decrease was noticeable. The percentage under
the heading " uncleanliness " was 29.8. With the excep-
tion of the convent schools the sanitation left much to be
desired, though the majority of the schools were kept
as well as possible. In most of the schools inspected the
out-offices were of the dry type, and as there was no
proper provision made for the sewage discharge, some
lavatories were nothing more than open cesspools. Dr.
O'Beirne is of opinion that it would be possible to devise
a better system of sanitation, and suggests that a con-
ference might be arranged between the Local Government
Department and Board of WVorks officials and county
medical officers of health. Hygiene is taught in very few
of the schools, and it would be of immense benefit to the
community if children were lectured, even once a month,
on the elements of this subject. Attention should also
be paid to physical exercises and to the introduction of
the dual type of school desk.

County Longford New Hospital
The Longford Board of Health has decided to under-

take the building of a new county hospital at a cost of
£60,000 on the understanding that a grant from - the
Sweepstakes Fund, amounting to nine-tenths of the cost,
will be available. It is also proposed to improve the
County Home buildings (used for the aged and infirm and
for chronic invalids), and to transfer the fever hospital
to the present County Hospital buildings on the other side
of the town. For these improvemelnts the Department
has agreed to make a grant of three-fourths of the cost.
Mlr. LX saght, Local Government Department inspector,
in his report, states that accommodation for sixty-five
beds is required in the County Hospital, which at present
can only hold 42 beds; the hospital is altogether un-
suitable. The amount to come from the rates will be
£6,000, which can be raised by loan.

CORRESPONDENCE

The Hastings Windowf in Worcester Cathedral
SIR,-Those who joined in the pious pilgrimage to

Worcester at the beginning of the Centenary Meeting
must have been immensely imnpressed with the mag-
nificence of the window which Lord Dawscn unveiled to
the honour and memory of the founder of our Association.
The fineiness of the design of the window, the superb
colouring of the glass, and the amazing brilliance of the
lightiing were subjects of general comment by the great
company present at the unveiling. Also, it was recog-
nized by all what a perfect position within the Cathedral
had been assigned to the Association by the Cathedral
authorities for the erection of this votive offering.
There is one remaining drawback to this worthy cele-

bration of Sir Charles liastings. The window is not paid
for. Every member of the Council, and, I believe, every
member of the Representative Body, has subscribed one
guinea each; many other members of the Association-
officers of the Divisions and Branches and of scientific
sections, and general members of the Association-have
subscribed; but I am saddled with a deficit of £110 odd.
The sentimental value of such a memorial is great. I feel
sure that so long as Worcester Cathedral stands the
Hastings window will be one of the glories of tha.t
Cathedral and a constant reminder of the admiration in
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