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All communications in regard to editorial business should bs
addressed to The EDITOR, British Medical Jourr.al, British
Medicai Assoc«ation House, Tavistock Square, W.C.l.

ORIGINAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwarded tor publication
are understood to be offered to the Britisi Medical Journal
alone unless the contrary be stated. Correspondents who wish
notice to be taken of their communications should authenticate
them with their names, not necessarily for publication.

Authors desiring REPRINTS of their articles published 1n the
British Medical Journal must communicate with the Financial
Secretary and Business Manager, British Medical Association
House, "avistock Square, W.C.1, on receipt of proofs.

All communications with reference to ADVERTISEMENTS, as well
8s orders for copies of the Journal, should be addressed to the
Financial Secretary and Business Manager.

The TELEPHONE NUMBEKS of the British Medical Association
and the Hritsh JMedical Journal ave MUSEUM 9561, 9862, 9868,
and 9864 (internal exchange, four lines).

The TeLcGrAPHIC ADDRESSES are:

EDITOR of the British Medicul Journal, Aitiology Westcent,
London,

FINANCIAL SECRETARY AND BUSINESS MANAGER
(Advertisements, etc.), Articulate Westcent, London.

MEDICAL SECRETARY, Medisecra Westcent, London.

The address of the Irish Office of the British Medical Association
is 16, South Frederick Street, Dublin (telegrams: Bucillus,
Dublin; telephone : 62550 Dublin), and of the Scottish Office,
7, Drumsheugh Gardens, Edinburgh (telegrams: 4ssoctute,
Edinburgh ; teriephone 24361 Edinburgh).

QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

EFFICIENT ANTISEPSIS IN MIDWIFELY.

“ A" wriles : In a recent textbook of midwilery it is stated that in
the cnse of a biniodide solution (1) soap precipitates the mevcury
and so renders this antiseptic useless; and (2) contamination with
blvod renders tne mercury solution useless as an antiseptic,
I was under the impression that both these statements were true
so lar as the ordinary perchloride was concerned, but that
neither was trne in the case of bLiniodide. 1 should be glad to
have lurther light on the subject.

OccasioNaL WEAKENING OR L.0oss OF VOICE. )
“W.D." asks for advice in treating a strong healthy man, 50 years
old, who does a lot of talking in business and {inds that his voice
geems powerless at times; he does not seem able to raise it
without an effort, especially where other people are talking,
or in_traffic, or when music is being played. It causes him
considerable mental worry.

TREATMENT OF CHILBLAINS,

Dr. IMexry WaLpo (Clifton) writes: Your correspondent
(October 19th, p. 744) will concede that preveution is better
than cure. This is the view that the Iate Sir Jonathan
IHutchinson took some yenrs ago when he wrote that those who
toast their feet never get chilblaius.

ILEAS.

“B. C.” replying to the request by «W. G. H.” (October 19th,
p- 744) for o protection against fleas, writes: Years ago L had the
same trouble, and I found I could protect myself by the use of
Calvert’s carbolic and camplior antimosquito soap. 1 have never
fried it agaiust mosquitos, but it certainly seemed to work
agninst fleas, ’

InJECTION OF THYROID CYSTS.
Dr. C. L. Marsm (Yeovil)'writes: With reference to the inquiry of
“1. 8.” on October 26th (p. 790) about the treatment of thyroid
.cysts by injections, I remember when I was at hospital, about
filty years ago, a strong-looking healthy man was admitied with
a thyvoid cyst about the size ol a pigeon’s egg. The cyst was
injected with tinct. ferri perchlor., and the man was dead in less
than an hour. Verb. sap.

INcoME TAX.
Sale of Practice.

‘B. E. IL.,"” who has usually made up his accounts to April 5th,
sold his practice as from Juue lst, 1929, and has been asked fora
statemeunt of nccount for the period April 5th to May 3lst, 1929,
He has noaccess to the books o1 his successor,

*«* At present we are unable to ses that our correspondent
would fiud any particular difficulty in preparing a statement
of his receipts aud expeuses for the two mounths in question on
the basis adopted for the earlier twelve months' accounts. Some
such statement, even if estimates of expenses have to be used,
will be necessary, because his hability for the financial year
1929-30 canuot be dealt with as a unit, but must be computed
separately in respect of his former and his present practice. He
should, of course, make sure that the assessment on the latter
does’ not ~cover' & period greater than his ownership of it—

presumably ten mouths ouly. The inspector of taxes is correct
in disallowing “ depreciation ” if he deducts the cost of renewal
of a car.

Residence in the United Kingdom.

“T. C. L.” asks whether in the eveut of an mdividual arriving in
-Great Britain from abroad a few days belore the end of the
financial year (Aprit 5th) with the intention of settling here
permanently he is liable to be assessed for the year in which he
arrives ?

*+* Yes, he is s0 liable, and in respect of foreign income as
well as income avising in the United Kingdom. But the amount
of the assessable foreign income would be restricted to the
amount received in this country,orarising to him after reaching
this country, and he would be entitled to the full year’s personal
allowances from the income assessable for the year of arrival,
though that amount would, of course, be less than a year's
inceme. If, therefore, the arrival is “a few days " only before
April 5th the liability for the year of arrival would presumably
be negligible.

Paying Guest Taken.

“ 8. 8.” asks whether and, if so, how the profits on & paying guest
are to be entered in the iucome tax rewurn. The guest pays
£5 5s8. per week, and costs about 25s. in food, 20s. for firing and
Lighting. and 10s. for extras, and has the best room in the house.

*«* The profit made is assessable. The charge stated above
for firing and lighting seems heavy, but, on the other hand, some
portion of the total cost of the domestic staff (wages, keep, etc.)
is allucable to the amount received from the guest, as well as g
fair portiou of the total rent and rates as spplicable to the guest’s
room. The amount returned will obviously have to be in part
based on an estimate, and it looks as if the net amount return-
able will be somewhere round about £75 per annum.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

DisCLAIMERS.

Dr. F. Howarvo HumpaRIS (London, W.) writes : Accompanying
8 prospectus of a company formed, or about to be formed,
for treatment centres for electrothierapy, physiotherapy, x-ray
diagnosis, etc., was o letter said to be addressed to the medical
prolession. Ou the back of that letter were two quotatious from
articles I had written, one in the Lancet of March 3rd aud the
other in the British Journal of Actinotherapy. The use of my
name is eutirely uuauthorized, and L have written to the
secretary of the company, protesting strougly against the
publication of my name without my consent.

Dr. J. R. Rugs (Loudon, W.) writes: A number of stupid,
sensational articles appeaved in the press at the end of last week
with regard to the Muvistock Square Clinic. The inanities of
these paragraphs are unot worth taking in detail, but, as deputy
director of the clinic, may I disclaim the substance almost in toto.
A reporter came to the clinic and was told a certain aniount
about the need for the proposed expaunsion of the work. I saw
him myself, and impressed oun him that what was needed above
all things was restraint, as opposed to seunsation, and the series
of inventions which appeared in the press were the result.

LIVER INTOXICATIONS.
Corrections.

DRr. CuALMERS (Darlington) asks for the following corrections to
be made in his letter published in the Journal of October 26th
at page 786. The seutence beginning in line 9 of the third
paragraph should read : * Later, however, it was given as lactate
(the chloride at this stage would increase the acidosis).” IFor the
seutence begiuning in line 4 of paragraph 4 read: “ Alkalis and
glucouse alove will not save such cases if severe; if my contention
is correct that the hypoglycaemin is due to the inusulin-like action
of guanidine, then .1t would seem wrong to give glucose plus
insutin.” Paragraph 5 should commence : “ Macl.eod has stnted
with regard to the delective luunctioning of the parathyroid
glands that this may not become evident except at a time of
stress, as from pregnancy or improper diet.” In the Iast para-
graph, fourth last line, after the word *lines,” add: * namely,
the use of calcium chloride.”

PURIFICATION OF SWIMMING BaTim WATER.

DRr. F. W. ALEXANDKK, formerly M.O.lL., Metropolitan Borough
of Poplar, writes: Although belated, I greet with pleasure the
report of the Ministry of Health on the puriticition of the
water of swimming baths. [ resret that no mention has been
made of the strenuous; difficult, aud prolonged piouecring work
carried out at Poplar for over tweuty yeavs. * Specinl veports ”
were always forwarded, as legaliy required, to the Ministry of
Health.

Vacanciks.

NoTiricATIONS of offices vacant in universities, medical colleges,
and of vacint resident and other appointments at hospitils,
will be . und at pages 48, 49, 52, 53, 54, 55, and 56 of our
advertisement colum. s, and advertisements as to partnerships,
assistantships, and locumteuencies at pages 50 and 51.

A short summary of vacant posts not fied in the advertisement
columns appears in the Supplement at page 211.
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