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New Chair of Obstetrics
A letter received by the council of the University of

Melbourne from the Premier's office announced the inten-
tion of the Government to co-operate with the University
in the establishment of a chair of obstetrics, and asked
for the submission of a scheme to carry out the decisionl.
The council referred the letter to the faculty, and
accepted the recommendation of the latter that the appoint-
ment should carry a salary of £1,500 per annum, with the
riglht of private consulting practice. The recommendation
of the faculty that the appointment should be a five-yearly
oile was referred back to that body for further considera-
tion.

Proposed Clinical Hospital at Melbourne.
The establishment of a clinical and research hospital

in connexion with the University of Melbourne is still
under consideration. The council of the university has
given its approval to the scheme, and the faculty of
medicine has appointed a committee to consider the method
of administration and other problems connected with the
proposed hospital.

Post-graduate Refresher Course.
The annual refresher course arranged by the Melbourne

Per-manent Committee for post-graduate work was held
in Melbourne from August 6th to 17th. This course ran
concurrently with a special course of lectures delivered by
Professor F. R. Fraser, of St. Bartholomew's Hospital
Medical College, London, who has been visiting Melbourne
at the invitation of the Post-graduate Committee.

Scottish Quarterly Statistics.
SALIENT features of the vital statistics for Scotland
during the second quarter of the year 1928 include a
birth rate of 21.2 per thousand, a marriage rate of 6.5 per
thousand, and a death rate of 13.6 per thousand. In the
larger burghs, taken individually, the death rate ranged
from 17.2 in Perth, 15.4 in Aberdeen, 15.3 in Dundee, and
15.2 in Greenock, to 11.2 in Clydebank, 11.6 in Falkirk,
11.7 in Dunfermline, and 11.9 in Motherwell and Wishaw.
In Glasgow the quarterly death rate was 14.6, and in
Edinburgh 14.2. Deatlhs of children less than 1 year old
niumbered 2,112, equal to an infantile mortality rate of
82 per thousand registered births. In the larger burghs,
taken individually, the infantile mortality rate varied from
119 per thousand births in Aberdeen and in Greenock, and
114 in Ayr, to 52 in Dunfermline, 55 in Clydebank, 71 in
Motherwell and Wishaw, and 76 in Kilmarnock. In Dundee
this rate was 99, in Glasgow 89, and in Edinburgh 83.

Montrose Royal Asylum.
The report of the Royal Asylum of Montrose for the

year ending May 15th, 1928, by Dr. C. H. Shaw, physician-
superintenident, shows that the number of patients under
treatmient in the asylum during the year was 871; of these
73 were discharged-56 left recove,red, 8 relieved, 9 not
improved-while 62 died. The total number of certified
patients admitted was 148, including 70 men and 78 women,
of whom 46 were private patients. During the year 27
voluntary patients were admitted, thus doubling the
number of persons in this category undergoing treatment.
Of the admissions, 24 had suffered from at least one
previous attack. It is noted that in 3 cases the recurrence
was due to the renewed abuse of alcohol, while in several
other cases home conditions were not satisfactory. Dr.
Shaw suggests that a local after-care association, whose
members would take an interest in discharged patients
and arrange for suitable employment, would be a great
benefit. It is also noticed that the standard of physical
health among the persons admitted was low; 25 of them
were in a very feeble and exhausted condition, while 70
were described as weak. With regard to the causes of
mental breakdown, heredity was ascertained to be a factor
in about 40 per cent. of cases, while in 8 per cent. alcoholic
intemperance was assigned as a cause. The latter figure

is somewhat higher than in recent years, although there
has been a great diminutioni in the frequency of alcoholic
excess as a cause. Adverse economic conditioiis were found
to be a causal conidition in 13 cases, in which illness was due
either to lack of proper nourishment or to unemployment.
With regard to the deaths, tlle average age at death was
60 years, and evidence of the weak physical condition of
many of the patients received is shown by the fact that
7 died withini a week of admission and 15 within one month.
It is pointed out that this asylum was originally erected
by voluntary subscription in 1781 as a charitable institu-
tion, being the oldest foundation of its kind in Scotland,
and that it still preserves this character. At present 38
patients benefit by a special rate-less than that charged
for parish patients-because of their necessitous circum-
stances. During the year 5 male and 13 female nurses
passed the preliminary and 5 nurses passed the final
examination of the Royal Medico-Psychological Association.

Sir Arthur Keith, Hon. F.R.F.P.S.
At a meeting of the Roval lFaculty of Physicians and

Surgeons of Glasgow, held on September 3rd, the honorary
Fellowsliip was conferred upon Sir Arthur Keith, M.D.,
F.R.S. During the course of an " At home," given in
the Faculty Hall to members of the British Association
for the Advancement of Science, Sir Arthur Keith signed
tho roll of honorary Fellows. It. will be recalled that last
year Sir Arthur Keith was President of the British
Association, and his address on "Darwin's theory of
man's descent as it stands to-day " was published in the
British Mlledical Journal on September 10th, 1927 (p. 439).

Edinburgh PrLson Medical Officer.
The Secretary of State for Scotland has appointed Dr.

Allen Thomson Sloan to be medical officer of the Prison of
Edinburgh. Dr. Sloan is a former Edinburgh Academical
football player and on nine occasions played for Scotland
in international matches, commencing in 1914. Dr. Sloan
graduated M.B., Ch.B. at Edinburgh in 1921.

retanii.
Tuberculosis in Belfast.

IN his annual report for the year ending December 31st,
1927, Dr. Andrew Trimble? chief tuberculosis officer of the
county borough of Belfast, submits certain practical sug-
gestions for the further development of the work of the
tuberculosis department, which has been in operation for
fourteen years. He advocates more intensive education
of the people in public and personal healtlh and in the
prevention and cure of tuberculosis; he tllinks it reason-
able also that there should be preventive inoculation
againist this disease, beginning with every infant born
into a tuberculous family. More open-air schools are said
to be required; it is stated that this subject is to be dealt
with shortly in a joilnt report by Dr. Trimble and the
chief school medical officer. Another suggestion made is
that there should be added to the medical curriculum a
course in the history, prevention, diagnosis, arid methods
of treatment of tuberculosis- in the individual, and the
means of dealing with it in the community. The accom-
modation for children suffering from non-pulmonary forms
of tuberculosis is said to need extension. Dr. Trimble
favours the extension of medical benefits to insured persons
in Northern Ireland on the same terms and conditions as
at present prevail in Great Britain, with, possibly, the
inclusion of dependants. He adds that some reinforce-
ment of his staff will be needed if the newer and more
delicate methods for the diagnosis and control of tuber-
culosis are to be applied effectively. During the year
under review 2,086 persons were notified, as compared with
1904 in the previous year; of these 51.7 per cent. were
found to be infected, 5.3 doubtfully so, and 43 per cent.
were free from the disease. In 27 per cent. of the
defbaitely infected cases there was clear indication of the
possibility ~-of direct infection by living in contact with
tuberculous patients; Dr. Trimble draws attention to the
continuance of overcrowding, despite the efforts made by
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