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include studies of cases of pellagra, a disease niow more
frequently identified than formerly; of Huntington's
chorea, and of ej'idemic encephalitis and its mental
,sequelae.

Altogether there is much promise in the research work
which the Board of Control has here collated. We need
not refer to it in detail. Necessarily much time has
to be spent in routine laboratory investigations, and
especially into the nature of asylum dysentery and of
allied infections, where these are prevalent. But the
amount of inlvestigation into mental disease is gradually
growing. The Board constantly urges that every mental
hospital should have its own well equipped laboratory and
that every encouragement should be given to medical
officers to pursue research into the nature of mental
.disease. It is a matter for congratulation that the central
authority, which has shown itself so constantly aware of
the necessity for sociological and legal improvements,
should be zealous also in the encouragement of the
research workers throughout the mental hospitals in the
country.

MEDICAL DEFENCE UNION.
Annual Report.

THE annual report of the Medical Defenoe Union, presented
at the annual meeting held at Harrogate on September
24th, an account of which was published in our last issue
(p. 608), states that the number of new members elected in
1926 was 1,260, a figure exceeded on only two previous
occasions. The -total membership now stands at 14,418,
and includes 1,138 women.
The report refers to a case in which the Union was called

upon to defend two of its members against wvhom damages were
-claimed by the same plaiintiff for wrongful certification under
the Lunacy Act. A successful application was made to have the
action stayed under Section 330 of the Act on the plea that
,there was no reasonable ground for alleging want of good faith
or reasonable care. The plaintiff, however, went to the Court
of Appeal, which held that the affidavits of his expert witnesses,
,alleging a lack of reasonable care and in one instance had
faith, could not be ignored, and therefore the order for the
stay of proceedings was set aside. The case went to trial, but
was stopped before the defendants' case was concluded, and
a verdict returned for the defendants. The report points out
that the decision of the Court of Appeal that the case must go
to trial was based solely on the affidavits made by three
medical practitioners, one of whom did not see the plaintiff
until nine months after the certification in respect of
*which negligence was alleged, and the other two not until
two years later. " The views expressed in these affidavits,
completely negatived subsequently by the verdict, prevented a
stay of proceedings at an early stage, deprived the defendants
.of the protection which the law is intended to give them, and
,in addition cost the Union nearly £5,000." The solicitors to
the Union (Messrs. Hempson) add that " These deponents made
.no inquiries to ascertain the plaintiff's medical history from
the numerous medical men under whose care he had been, but
expressed their opinion as to his mental state some years
'previously on the word of the patient, uncorroborated by any
'skilled or unbiased person."

One minor matter mentioned in the report is an interesting
-point touching midwives' cases. A practitioner had been
asked to attend a woman in confinement, btut declined to do
'so, and at her request gave the name of the near-est midwife.
A week after the confinement the midwife sent for the
-practitioner under the rules of the Central Mlidwives Board,
and he paid three visits. The local supervising authority then
-refused to pay the practitioner's fee on the ground that it
was not empowered to pay the fee when a practitioner had
been called to a case by a midwife whom he had himself
recommended. The matter was referred to the Ministry of
'Health for decision, and eventually the fee was paid. The
'warnings as to the need for advising patients with injury
to a bone or joint to undergo an x-ray examination are
repeated; it is stated that the council has to deal at every
meeting with claims against mnembers who have neglected to
take such a precaution.
The report adds that many cases of unqualified practice and

false assumptions of medical titles have been investigated

during the year, but in. no case has the evidence available
made it possible for the council to authorize proceedings against
the offenders. This is due solely to the present inadequacy of
*the law. The cases handed over to the solicitors during the
year numbered 91, of which 6 were libel or slander actions
prosecuted or defended, 32 were defences against allegations
of malpraxis, and the remainder chiefly arbitrations between
members of the profession. The balance sheet of the Union
shows assets amounting to £31,000, and apart from its own
funds the Union has effected an underwriting policy with a
first-class insurance company to cover claims over a certain limit.

MEMORIAL TO PROFESSOR ADRIAN STOKES.
THE personal friends and colleagues of the late Professor
Adrian Stokes (of whom a full memoir appeared in our
last issue) have decided to establish a permanent memorial
to hiim. The precise character of the memorial will depend
upon the funds which become Available, but the object will
be to endow medical research in some form. His friends are
convinced that the establishment of a Stokes Memorial
Fellowship or Studentship is the only type of memorial
which he himself would have approved. The funds will be
controlled by Guy's Hospital Medical School, and subscrip-
tions should be sent to the Dean, Guy's Hospital Medical
School, London, S.E.1.

HOSPITAL EXTENSIONS IN STAFFORDSHIRE.
H.R.H. Prince Henry, on October Ist, opened extensions

of the North Staffordshire Royal Infirmary and laid the
foundation stone of the new Haywood and Tunstall War
Memorial Hospital. The new buildings of the infirmary
have cost about £180,000, of which £130,000 has already
been raised. At the opening ceremony Lord Lichfield
stated that the infirmary, which was founded in 1766, was
the first hospital established in the Midlands. A new ward
block has now been erected and provision is being made
for the construction of additional wards oln the first and
second floors, at a moderate cost, should occasion arise.
The windows throughout this building reach to the ceiling
and open to their full extent. In unfavourable weather
fresh air can be drawn into the wards and removed by
means of a fan in a tower in the roof. Two electric lifts
and a liandsome staircase connect the various floors. The
nurses' home has been enlarged to accommodate an addi.
tional sixty-five nurses, and a roomlI is provided for instruec
tion in the preparation of meals for patients. The x-ray
department has been reorganized and better arralngements
have been made for the protection of operators. Other
additions include a new laundry and boiler house, work-
shops, kitchen, and diniing-room, and a new mortuary.
Prince Henry referred to the fact that the foundation
stone of the existing infirmary buildings was laid sixty-one
years ago by the then Prince of Wales, and commented oni
the great advance in medical knowledge since that time.
The foundation stone of the present extension was laid by
the King in June, 1925. It is hoped that the new Haywood
and Tunstall War Memorial Hospital, which will cost
about £35,000, and contain sixty-five beds, will be adequate
for the needs of Burslem and Tunstall. For many years
the accommodation at the existing Haywood Hospital has
been too restricted for this populous area.

THE PAPWORTH VILLAGE SETTLEMENT.
Reporting on the work in 1926 of the Papworth Village

Settlement near Cambridge, Dr. P. C. Varrier-Jones, the
medical director, draws attention to the fact that eleven
years' experience at this institution for tuberculous patients
has shown that the children of infected patients do not suffer
from segregation at such a colony, but actually receive
benefit. No child has contracted tuberculosis at the settle-
ment, and support is available for the contention that the
family, rather than the tuberculous individual, is the unit
to be treated in any scheme for dealing with this disease.
Interesting details of the work carried on in the village
and workshops are presented in the report, with numerous
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