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interest; among them are photography, photosynthesis, pro-
teins, and radiology. It is one of those books which, when
an inquirer resorts to it for some particular piece of informa-
tion, beguiles him inito reading on and on. Mention is
found of the use of ozonie for the pur-ification of drinking
water, and the municipalities where it has been adopted for
that purpose are eniumerated. The monograph on petro-
leum covers a wide field; besides the technology, economics,
and geograplhical occurrenice, it has attractive elemenits of
hiistory and r-omance. We are showni in the oilfields of the
Caucasus the niatural origini of onie of the mlythical stories
of Prometlheus. The magic oil which Jason received from
Medea during hiis search for the golden fleece was the
produce of her father's property in oil springs. The article
on photography supplies recondite facts for the manufac-
turer of photographic plates as well as information for the
practitioner of photography in its various applications.
The several causes of imperfection in the results are well
elucidated. An ably wr-itteni treatise on radiology is
followed by ani article on the radishi! The apparent incon-
gruity of subjects only serves to exemplify the compre-
liensive clharacter of the work. The thoroughness of treat-
ment is illustrated by the fact that a chemical description
is given even of the colouring matter in the radish. Every
effort appears to have beeni made to keep the work abreast
of modern advances in knowledge. Much new matter has
been added and maniy articles lhave been rewritten. Thorpe's
Dictionary not only maintains its old status but continues
to grow in usefulness.

AN ANTHOLOGY OF SCIENCE.
UNDER the title C'am bridqe ileadings in the Literatulre of
Science8 Mr. W. C. DAAIPIER WXIIETHAM, soinetimie Senior
Tutor of Trinity College, Cambridge, and his daughter have
collected in an attractively got up volume passages from
great writers on the milestones of science, and have added
admirably worded introductory and explanatory paragraphs
containing some biograplhical touclhes. The collectioni is
intended to illustrate the development of scientific thought.
The three subjects treated in this volume are the structure
of the universe (cosmogony), the nature of matter (atomic
theories), and the development of life (evolution), and along
these lines the editors try to trace the thoughts of man
from the first and second chapters of Geniesis, with which
the section on cosmogony begins, down to the latest revela-
tions of the telescope and the laboratory, such as Einstein's,
Sir Ernest Rutherford's, Dr. F. W. Aston's, and the late
H. G. J. Moseley's researches. The theory of evolution
begins with a translation from Aristotle's Historia
Animalium, and before the extract from Darwin's Origin
of Species we are given part of the first chapter of the
Rev. T. R. Malthus's Essay on the Priniciple of Poptula-
tion (1798), which, forty years later when Darwin read it
in 1838, suggested the means of natural selection. In the
concluding note on lpresent progress the editors remark
that biology is now at a stage perhaps comparable with that
of chemistry at the time of Lavoisier, and that with the
help of the experimental method advance is taking place in
many directions, but that it is doubtful, as Henri Bergson
observes, whether the forces which guide and control the
evolutionary movement will thus be revealed.

8 Cainbridge Readings in the Literature of Scie)nce. Being Extracts fromihe Writings of Men of Science to illiistrate the Development of ScientificThouight. Arranged by William Cecil Dampier Wliethiam, M.A., F.R.S.,Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, and Margaret Dampier Whetham ofNewnham College, Cambridge. Cambri.lge: The University Press. 1924.(5a x 8, pp. xi t 275: 8 plates. 75 fiviirps- 7s. 6d. ret )

NOTES ON BOOKS.
THE first volume of the Practical MIedical Series,9 which is
under the general editorial charge of Dr. CHARLEs L. Mix, is
devoted to general medicine and is divided into four parts.
The first, which deals with infectious diseases and endo-
crinology, is edited by Dr. George H. Weaver, who gives a
good account of recent progress in knowledge of acute

9 The Practical Medicine Serie8. Under the general editorial charge ofCharles L. Mix, A.M., M.D. Vol I-General Medicine, Series 1923.Chicago: The Year Book Publishers. 1923. (Cr. 8vo, pp. 678; 61 plates.)

infectious and variou3 other disorders and diseases in the
lower animals. In the second part Dr. Lawrason Brown
discusses diseases of the chest, excluding the heart, but
including, a section on tuberculosis. In the third part Dr.
Robert B. Preble deals with diseases of the blood and blood-
making organs, and diseases of the blood vessels, heart, aind
kidneys. The fourth part, which is under the joint editorship
of Drs. Bertram W. Sippey and Ralph C. Brown, is concerne(
with diseases of the digestive system and metabolism. The
book is well illustrated and indexed and will prove a useful
work of reference.

In his little book on Mlan's MlIental Evolution,10 which
is an expansion of a paper read before the Ethological
Society on April 9th, 1923, Dr. HARRY CAMPBELL considers
the factors which have determined man's mental evolution.
Those which have determined the evolution of intelligence
are first discussed, and then the evolution of the feelings.
The three chief factors which increased the survival value of
intelligence after the pre-human ape left the forest to become
a hunter, and which continued to operate up to a time when
full humanhood was attained, are stated to be a hunting
career, polygamy, and intertribal warfare. Dr. Campbell
maintains that there is no limit to the extent to which the
humnan intellect miay evolve if the conditions were again and
continuously to be suLch as to ensure survival value and intelli-
gence. An appendix Is devoted to a discussion of hedonism.

Veterinary anatomy, althouglh (lealing with many subjecte,
has always adopted the horse and the dog as the stanidard
animals. A standard book on the doa already exists. It is
only with the publication of Dr. Bradley's l'opographical
Anatomy of the Head and Neck of the Horse,1' however, that
a complete set of modern textbooks has become available for
the student in the dissecting rooin. This volunme is the last
of a trilogy on the " Topographical Anatomy of the Horse."
Dr. Bradley has adopted the B.N.A. nomienclature, andl
treated his subject in the light of comparative anatomy-
giving the names used in the human science to corresponding
structures in the horse. The book is essentially a guide in
dissection, but it is more than a mere compilation of
dissecting notes. In addition to a detailed description of
each structure there are nmany admirably drawn illustrations
by Mr. James T. Murray, whose work in connexion witlh
humnan anatomy is wvell known. The author introduces nany
very valuable footnotes on the etymology of the terms used
in anatomy-explanations which serve to connect the nomen-
clature of human anatomy with that of animals.

The Pr-oceedings of the T'hird International Congress of the
History of Medicine, held in London in July, 1922, have just
been published. The volume contains sixty-one papers,
dealing with the history of epidemiology, anatomy, obstetrics,
pharmacology, and miscellaneous subjects. Copies can be
obtained, price one guinea, on application to the General
Secretary, Dr. J. D. Rolleston, 340, Upper Richmond Road,
S.W.15.

10 Mala's Mental Erol'uti4n, Past and Fututre. By Harry Campbell, M.D.
London: Bailliere, Tindall and Cox. 1923. (Cr. 8vo, pp. v + 74. 3s. 6d.
net.)

11 The Topographical Anatomny of the Head and Neck of the Horse. By
0. Charnock Bradley, M.D., D.Sc., M.R.C.V.S. Edinburgh: W. Green
and Son, Ltd. 1923. (Roy. 8vo, pp. xii + 228; 96 figures. 21s. net.)

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL APPLIANCES.
A Radiant IHcat Box for the Fingers.

MR. R. M. "'ANDFIELD-J0NES, Assistant Director, Surgical Unit,
St. Mary's Hospital, Paddington, writes: The use of radiant
heat in the treatment of infected fingers and hands has been
mentioned by several authors, and Messrs. John Weiss and
Son have made a special box to my design for the hot air
treatment of such cases. The box is of wood lined, with
asbestos, and measures 13 by 10 bY 7 inches. Four long cylindrical
carbon -filament lamps give the heat, and they can be supplied
at the desired voltage. They are shaded by strips of asbestos to
prevent any possibility of the lamp touching and so burning tlhe
hand. A thermometer has been fixed into the top of the box,
so that the reading may easily be checked. It conlsists of two
halves, equal in size, and the whole apparatus is light and easy
to use. The hand is placed in the box, which is then shut and
securely fastened, and any gaps left around the wrist at the
entrance to the box are closed with wool or a towel. The current
is switched on and the temperature allowed to reach 1200 F.-
which it does in five minutes-and it is then kept at that level
for twenty minutes. The advantages of this box are that it pro-
vides a small, light, portable heat-bath for the hand, that it can
be used anywhere where electric current is installed, and it
provides a method which gives admirable results in clearing un
infections of the hand. and preventing adhesions of tendons ana
stiff hands.
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