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THE first dinner meeting of the Hunterian Society will be
held at Simpson's Restaurant, Cheapside, on October 16th, at
7.30 p.m. The dinner will be followed by the presidential
address on " The breakdowns of middle life," by Dr. Fortescue
Fox; and a paper by Dr. Ernest Young on the treatment of
dyspepsia in necessitous patients.
AT the September matriculation examination of the

University of London there were 67 successful candidates
in the first division and 503 in the second division, while 39
gained the supplementary certiflcate in Latin, three in
mathematics, and one in heat, light, and sound.
FOUNDERS' day will be celebrated at the National Hospital

for tlle Paralysed and Epileptic, Queen Square, W.C., on
Wednesday, November lst, from 3 to 6 p.m. Each visitor is
asked to regard this also as a I., pound day " and to bring a
pound of goods or money for the hospital.
THE National Health Society, of 53, Berners Street, W.1.

has arranged for a comprehensive six months' course of
training for fully trained nurses and others with certain
previous qualifications, who wish to obtain appointments as-
health visitors and infant welfare workers. The Board of
Education has drawn up a definite curriculum for such
students, the full course for untrained and younger women
being of two years' duration. The fee for a six months'
course is 12 guineas, and the new session commenced at the
end of September, but students can join later; full particulars
can be obtained from the secxetary of the Society.
TIrE Italian Society of Uroloay xvill hold a congress at

Florence on October 24tb, when the principal subject for dis-
cussion will be the remote results of prostatectonmy, intro.
duced by Professors Gardini and Lasio.
THE Swedish Society of Physicians has decided to bestow

the Anders Reizius medal on Sir Charles Sherrington,
G.B.E., M.D., President of the Royal Society, and Waynflete
Professor of Physiology in the University of Oxford, for his
researches in physiology of the nervous system.
THE nineteenth Italian Congress of Surgery will be held

at Florence from October 21st to 25th, when the following
subjects will be discussed: (1) duodenal ulcer, introduced
by Professor Alessaudri ; (2) arterial and arterio- venous
aneurysms, introduced by Professors De Gaetano and
Zabelloni.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

INCOME TAX.
"G. E." is buying a practice and the premium is payable partlycash down, partly by instalments.

*** (1) No allowance can be claimed for that portion of the
total capital sum represented by the instalments, neither can
tax be deducted tlherefrom. (2) Interest paid to the bank on an
overdlraft obtaine] for the purchase of the practice can be treated
as a professional expense.

"J. O'L. M." is assessed for 1921-22 on the amount of his salaryas assistant for that year.
*** He was serving in the Canadian forces for 1919. UJnder an

arrangement or con:cession made bv the Board of Inland Revenue
army service maybe reckoned as " employment " for the purpose
of taking an average for the assessment of the earnings of subse-
quent employment, consequently " J. O'L. M1." is chargeable for
1921-22 on his average earnings for the three previous years, or
for as long as his army service and civilian employment lasted if
a less period.

"C. G." is an assistant who. receives a fixed salary, and whose
rent has.been,paid for h1i by his employer to the landlord.
***Assuming that " C. G." has the full rights obtainable by

payment of the rent he is the statutory occupier, and the
amount of rent paid by his employer is assessable on " C. G.,"
and, of course, properly regarded as an expense of the practice
in the same way as the salary.

ASTHMA.
DR. ALEXANDER FRANCIS (London) writes: I think that Dr. Martin
(September 23rd, p. 582) would find that a cachet containing
caffein valerian. gr. 2, theobrom. sodiosalicyl. gr. 5, would he'p
*his case of polypus asthma and prevent the necessity of so much
adrenaline. One of these cachets can be taken every three or.
four hours if necessary. Asthma, when associated with nasal
polypi, is very difficult to deal with, alnd the remova-l of the-
polypi usually increases the difficulty. The more complete aiud
perfect the operation from a nasal point of view, the more
itntractable and desperate is the asthma likely to becom-e. It is
not sufficiently well known that asthmatic subjects with a low
blood pressure, who lhave, or have had, nasal polypi must not be
given aspirin, antipyrin, or oxyquinothein. These remedies il
such cases are not only useless, but positively dangerous.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

URINE TESTS.
DR. W. ADAMS CLARK (Penge) writes, in reply to Dr. Washindton

Isaac's query (September 30th) unider this heading: I suggest the
use of Benledict's test instead of Fehling's as the best test for
routine examination of the urine for sugar. No difficulty occurs
with the stopper of the one bottle required. The solution can be
obtainied ready for use. It keeps well, and is iinexpensive.
Benedict's test for sugar is made up as follows: Sodium citrate
173 grams, dry sodium carboniate 90 grams, are dissolved in hot
water and filtered. In this solution 100 c.cm. of a copper sulphate
solution containing 18 grams of the salt are added, with constant
stirring, and the whole blue-coloured solution is made up to
1 litre with distilled water. To carry out the test about 1 inch of
the solution is placed in an ordinary-sized test tube, and 8 drops
-not more-of the urine added. The mixture is then thoroughly
boiled, and the appearance of a spontaneous precipitate wh;icI
may be green, yellow, or red according to the amount of sugar
present in the urine, indicates a positive reaction for sugar. If
no sugar is present the solution remains blue, or shows only a
faint greenish-blue haze. The reagenit is not affected by the
reducing substances in the urine other than sugar, and the re-
action beitng only slightly alkaline, there is less danger of
destroying small amounts of sugar which may be present. Thie
test can be applied in artificial light, since it is the bulk of the
precipitate and not so much the colour which gives positive
indications of sugar.

PREVENTION OF VENEREAL DISEASE.
"G." writes: The letter by Mr. Herbert Caiger on "The radical
prevention of venereal diserse " in the issue of October 7th (p. 661)
certainly raises very vital questiolns. Has the writer cousidlered
to what his remedy-" a universally applied babit of unselhislh
thinking, practised every day in every way"-(not only in sex
matters) would lead? Could he who loves his neighbour allow
him to work for him at wages incompatible with a decent life?
Could shareholders continue to (draw inerest until the origilnal
capital had been refunded many times over, interest whiclh hias
to be produced by the workers before the rate of wages which
the industry can afford to pay is calculated? Can his principle
be earried out without changing the whole structure of society?

VACANCIES.
NOTIFICATIONS of offices vacant in universities, medical colleges,
and of vacant resident anid other appointments at hospitals,
will be found at pages 34, 35,38, 33, 40, atid 41 of our advertisement
columns, and advertisements as to partnerships, assistantships,
and locumtenencies at pages 36 and 37.
A short summary of vacant posts notified in the advertisement

columns appears in the Sutpplement at page 143.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADYERTISEMENTS IN THE
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.

£ a. 1.
Six lines and under ... ... ... 0 9 0
Laeh additional line .1. ... 0 I 6
Whole single column (three columns to page) 710 0
Half single column ... .,, 3 15 3
Balf page. .... ... ... ... 10 0 0
VWhole page ... ... ... ... 20 0 "

An average line contains six words.
All remittances by Post Office Orders must be made pavable tb

the British Medical Association at the General Post Oflice. ELondon.
No responsibility will be accepted for any such remittance not so
safeguarded.
Advertisements should be deliva-red. addressed to the Manager. 423.

Strand, London. not later than the first post on Tuesday mornin;
preceding publication, and, if not paid for at the time. should b3
accompanied by a reference.
NOTE.-It is against the rules of the Post Office to receive poste

rftaa,te letters addressed either in initials or numbers.

CORRECTION.
DR. DOUGLAS K. ADAMS calls attention to a clerical error in his
paper on neuro-syphilis, published last week. In the description
of a case of tralnsient diplopia (p. 632, col. 1, line 22) the words
" right external rectus " should read " right internal rectas."
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