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EPITOME OF CURRENT MEDICAL LITERATURE.

MEDICINIE.

87l. Thyroid Dyspepsia.
ESCUDERO (Rev. Esp. de med. y cir., July, 1920) states
that functional disturbances of the thyroid may give rise
to gastro-intestinal symptoms which may be grouped
together under the name of thyroid dyspepsia. Clinically
two forms may be described-namely, that corresponding
to thyroid insufficiency and that caused by hyper-
thyroidism. The first form is characterized by a tendency
to low gastric values, and in Escudero's opinion includes
the majority of cases of hypochylia or achylia. The
second form shows a tendency to high gastric values, but
sensory disturbances appc av first an(d persist. Disturb-
ances of secretion may be absent; when present they
may vary from heterochvlia to permanent gastric hyper-
secretion. Chroinic gastritis is the necessary termination
of these cases if they do not clear up spolntaneously or
become cure(d by appropriate treatment (thyroid opotherapy
in cases of insufficiency and antithyroid treatment in cases
of hyperthyroidism).

672. Diagnosis and Treatment of Dysenteric Hepatic
Abscess.

PONTANO (II Policlinico, Sez. Prat., May 24th and 31st,
June 7th and 14th, 1920) states that the clinical and
laboratory criteria of the nature of a hepatic, abscess,
such as the coexistenice of amoebic dysentery or the
presence of Amoeba histolytica in the stools or in the pus
withdrawn by exploratory puncture, may occasionallv be
absent, especially wheni the abscess occurs as a primary
conidition. He regards the peculiar microscopical appear-
ances of the fluid withdrawn as a sufficient guide for
establishing the arnoebic origin of the abscess. The fluid
is not true pus but an albuminous fluid with cellular
debris, a few degenerated cells, red corpuscles, fat cells,
and crystals of fatty acids. Pontano maintains that an
amoebic hepatic abscess can be cured by specific medical
treatment. Emetine hydrochloride given intramuscularly
is sufficient to arrest the necrotic process and cause more
or less rapid absorption of the contents of the abscess.
Medical treatlmient alone, as a rule, is indicated if the
characteristic microscopical appearances described are
found, even in the presence of micro-organisms which can
be cultivated from the pus. In such cases these germs do
not possess any pathogenic properties but are ordinary
saprophytes and verv easily destroyed. On the other
hand, surgical intervention is indicated if the organisms
show a tendency to transform the necrotic fluid into true
pus. Pontano does not regard the severity of the patient's
condition, or the size and duration of the abscess, as contra-
indications to medical treatment, which is also a cure for
the concurrent dysentery as well as for multiple abscesses,
against which surgery is powerless. He claims that the
amoebic hepatic abscess should be regarded as a hepatic
localization of amoebic dysentery and should come within
the domain of medical treatmient as much as the hepatic
localization of syphilis. Ten illustrative cases are
recorded.

673. Menlnge3,1 Form of Protracted Malignant
Endocarditis.

LEREBOULLET and MOUZON (Bull. et Mlrm. Soc. MId, des
H6p. de Paris, July 1st, 1920) state that the meningeal
form of malignant endocarditis as described by Osler is
an extreLmely acute form of the disease, in which menin-
geal suppuration predominates over the other visceral
localizations of pyaemia. Meningeal manifestations in
the protracted form of malignant endocarditis are much
less well known. The writers record the case of a woman
aged 27, the subject of old mitral disease, who. had
suffered from subintrant attacks of acute articular rheum-
atism since the age of 14. A fresh attack of rlleumatism
was accompanied by transient right hemiplegia and
severe headache which persisted for four months. The
cerebro-spinal fluid on lumbar puncture was found to
be under increased pressure, and showed a lympho-
cytosis. It was only at a late stage that typical signs of
malignant endocarditis appeared-namely, enlargement
of tlle spleen, sublingual ecchymoses, and reappearance
of albuminuria. The necropsy showed infarcts in the
spleen and kidneys, vegetations on the mitral valves from

which numerous streptococci were cultivated, and a
cortico-meningeal haemorrhage on the outer surface of
the left frontal lobe.

674. Protracted Malignant Endocarditis.
ACHARD and ROUILLARD (Buttl. et .311m. Soc. Mid. des H6p. de
Paris, July 1st, 1920) record two cases of this condition.
In the first, which occurred in a girl aged 18, the subject
of old rheurnatic mitral incompetence, malignant endo-
carditis was manifested by two attacks of renal embolismi,
by embolism of the left upper limb and right lower limb,
and finally by cerebral embolism. The duration of the
disease was five and a half months. In the second case,
that of a woman aged 21, who had been delivered a month
previously, the infective endocarditis, contrary to the
general rule, was primary, and not grafted on a pre-existing
lesion; it was probably due to puerperal infection. The
patient had no history of rheumatism. nor had she suffered
from any disturbance of cardiac funetion ; recent lesionis
only were found post mortem. The flrst symptoms were
those of pulmonary infarction, followed, after an interval,
by symnptoms of general infection, higlh swinging fever and
renal embolism. Death occutrred after an illness of about
four anad a half months. Blood culture revealed strepto-
cocci in the first case and staphylococci in the second.

675. Asynchronism of Palpebral Movements as a Sign
of-Mental Fatigue.

DUTTO (Riv. Osped., April 30th, 1920) has observed that
asynchronism in the palpebral movements of the two eyes
is a sign of mental fatigue, not only in hysterical woumen,
but also in nervous children between the ages of 8 and 14
years attending school. He regards the sign as of some
pedagogic importance as a warning to the teacher not to
overtax the child.

676. Intoxication by Beta-naphthol In the Treatment
of Ankylostomiasis.

SMILLIE (Ann. Paul. de med. y cir., April, 1920) found that
large doses of beta-naphthol (6 grams on three successive
days in adults), which were given to 79 cases of
ankylostomiasis, caused very severe toxic symptoms in two
cases and considerable changes in the blood in two other
cases. The drug chiefly attacked the red corpuscles and
destroyed a large number of them, giving rise to anaemiiia,
jaundice, enlargement of the spleeu, liver, and gall bladder,
and haemoglobinuria. The white cells showed little
change. The liver, spleen, kidneys, and other organs were
apparently affected not primarily but secondarily, as the
result of anaemia. The types most susceptible to the
toxic action of beta-naphthol were not determined. In
three of the severe cases, however, there had been a
recent attack of malaria, and it is probable that the cases
in which the red corpuscles had been previously affected
by that disease were most susceptible to poisoning by
beta-naphthol.
C77. Scarlntiniform Rash in Malaria.

GENOESE (lt Poiclinico, Sez. Prat., August 9th, 1920) re-
marks that various cutaneous eruptions are not uncommon
in malaria-for example, herpes, urticaria, morbilliform
rashes, erythema multiforme and pemphigus. Examples
of scarlatiniform rashes in malaria were described by
Morton in 1696 and by Borsieri in 1785. Genoese reports
a case in a child aged 6 years, whose father and mother
were suffering from malaria. In addition to a generalized
scarlatiniform eruption the child presented signs of
meningitis. The cerebro-spinal fluid was under increased
pressure and showed considerable lymphocytosis. Lumbar
puncture was followed by injection of 0.5 gram of quinine,
and the eruption immediately disappeared.
678. The Danger of Auscultation in Haemoptysis.

PRINS(Nederl. Tijdschr. v. Geneesk., September 25th, 1920)
states that though every textbook forbids percussion in
recent haemoptysis, no mention has hitherto been made
of the danger of auscultation in this condition. He records
two cases of recent haemoptysis in which auscultatiol
without percussion was followed by fresh haenmorrhage.
He therefore regards auscultation, requiring as it does
deep respiratory excursions, as more dangerous than per-
cussion, and as a procedure not to be employed in these
circumstances.
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679. Treatment of Cardiac Failure in Influenza.
ACCORDING to SIMICI (Ar-e*. des mial. du coeur, May, 1920),
cardiac failure, which is so frequent in influenza, only
occurs when tlheve is a serious respiratory complication,
vllich is specially apt to arise in a severe epidemic.
Simiiici recoiimmends intravenous injections of strophan-
tliine in small doses frequently repeated (,2,mg. t+-No Or
tihee timDes a day) until the pulse rate corresponds to the
temiiperatuLre. The treatment to be successful mlust be
started as soon as cardiac failure begins; this is recognized
by permanent acceleration of the cardiac rhythm out of
proportion to the temperature. It is sometimes possible
to foretell thie appearatnce of cardiac failure twenty-four
or forty-eight hours in advance by observing a transitory
acceleration of the heart caused by a very sligyht move-
ment, such as a change from the recumbent to the sitting
posture.

683. Typhus in Children.

CIUCA and BANCHERIU (Ann. de med., No. 6, 1920) record a
-Ruinanian hospital experielnce of typhus among children.
In clhildren under 11 the disease takes a very mild course;

buLlbar or other nervous symptoms are unknown, and the
few fatalities are due to bronchopneumonia. The incuba-
tion period is twelve to fourteen davs; the rash appears
usually 'on the fifth day, but may be preceded (on the
secondl or third day) by the appearance of petechiae on
the course of the srmiall vessels of the mniucous membrane
of the palate. A dry conjunctival congestion was almost
constanitly found. In the absence of complications the
fever disappeared on the fourteenth day-usually by lysis,
but in one case out of four by crisis. The spleen was en-
larged in all cases. No evidence of any natural immnunity
was observed amiionig these clhildren; if one child became
infected, the remaining children of the family also suffered
fronm the disease.

681. Birth Injuries as a Cause of Infantile Epilepsy
and Imbecility.

SCHOTT (.4r chiv f. Gyztik., cxiii, 2, 1920) finds that the
chief factor in the etiology of epilepsy and imbecility in
childrenl is to be found(I in lhereditary influences; injuries
at birth play a -very smnall part. Fromn an examination of
over a thousand cases lhe found that in only 3 per cent. of
imbeciles, and just over 1 per cent. of epileptics, was
injury at birth the sole circulmstance to which the
pathological condition could be ascribed.

682. Tetany and Chronic Diarrhoea.

S9AV--y and LANGERON (Lyon Akd., August 25th, 1920) record
the case of a man, aged 42, who had contracted mialaria
and amoebic dysentery, eiglht and three years ago respec-
tively, and suffered from chronic diarrhoea, polyuria, and
cachexia. Treatment by cmetine and astringents was
suLccessful oin two occasions in stopping the diarrhoea, but
led each timne to an attack of tetany of the upper limibs.
By giving raw mneat an(d calciuH chlloride in conjunction
with astrin5gen1ts it wNas found possible to dinminish the
diarrhoea without indtucinig tetany, but the patient died
suddenly dCuring a mialarial crisis. At the autopsy the
thyroid was normal, the external parathyroids could not
be found, an( the internal parathyroids sh1owed no
haemorrhages, inflanimmatory changes, or sclerosis.

683. Lethargic Encephalit's with Complete Internal
Ophthalmoplegia.

DEMOLE (Ret. in&d. Sit isse 7omwiz., Juine, 1920) records the
case of a boy. aged 13, suffering from lethargiC encephalitis
whose pupils were dilated and unequal and whose reflex
to light and to acconimulo(lation -was comnpletely abolished.
On the other hand, tlle external oplltlhalmoplegia consisted
of slight ptosis olnly, which was of much shorter duration
than the internal ophthalnonplegia.
684. Ocular Lesions and Antityphoid Vaccination.

ACCORDING to VIUSA (Rl-ev. Esp. de mized. y cir., August, 1920),
there is no ocular lesion whiclh is directly and exclusively
die to antityphoid vacc:nation. Herpes of the cornea,
whiclh used to be regfarded as onie of the complications of
antityphoid vaccination, is in maniy cases due to a certain
predisposition on 'the part of the subject. In syphilitic
cases,who have not had any previous ocular cornplications,
antityphoid vaccination does not appear to have an-Y danger.
On othier hanld, slhould not be performed in syphilitic,
tuberculous, rheumiatic subjects who have had lesions

vocal tract, becatuse these may be roused into

activity by the 'Viusa considers that soimie
lesions attributed to antit-phoid

vaccination, sach as neuritis and retinitis, are mlerelycoi-ncideii,es.
024

SURGERY.

-685. Subcutaneous Injection of Novarsenobenzol.
MIINET, in a communication to the Societe de MWdecine du.
Nord (Gaz. des Prat., November 15th, 1920), repeats his
previously expressed opinion that novarsenobenzol may'
be adiministered, effectively and without danger or incon-
venience to the patient, by frequently repeated sub-
cutaneous injections of small doses. Following Sicard,
Minet in the first cases employed novarsenobenzol dis-
solved in minimnal amounts (1 to 1.5 c.cm.-) of sterilized
twice-distilled water: general reactions were not en-
countered, and local reactions, if present, consisted only
in slight and transitory pain, erythema, or induration.
Subsequently an oily vehicle was tried, with poor results;
addition of novocain diminished the initial but increased
the more remote painfulness. Mlinet now prefers to
dissolve the drug in a sterilized 4.7 per cent. solution
of glucose. Rapid manipulation is essential, and ad-
mixture with air-which leads to chemical alterationis
in the novarsenobenzol (see para. 686 below)-must be
avoided. The injections must be made over the fascia
lata in the upper third of the thigh. The optimum dose,
according to Minet, is 15 cg. daily for flfteen days, witlh
fifteen days' intermission; in this way 20 to 30 grams are
given during the year. In certain cases, however, mucl
larger amounts were given. Minet has had results wlicl
he describes as remarkable in primary, secondary, tertiary,
aud parasyphilitic cases; visceral syphilis and tabetic
complications, appeared particularly susceptible to this
treatrnent. In all cases mercurial medication also is
enmployed. Arquembourg and Duhot also reported suc-
cessfulI results of subcutaneous administration ot arseno-
benzol dissolved in water.

688. The Preparation of Araphenamine Solution.
ROTH (United States PitblicHealth Reports, September 17th,
1920) found that shaking alkalinized aqueous solutions of
arsphenamine for ten minutes in the presence of air
caused a deepening of colour and a 60 per cent. increase of
toxicity, as tested by intravenous administration to white
rats. Shaking for only one minute caused a decided in-
crease in the toxicity, and the experiments appeare(d to
indicate that it was during the first mninute of shalkings
that the significant alteration of toxicity occurred.
Shaking a high grade neo-arsphenamine solution for ten
minutes increased its toxicity more tllan fourfold. It is
concluded that the practice of making solutions of these
drugs by shaking withair, or by mixing in an open mortar
or large beaker, should be abandoned. The increase of
toxicity is, presumably, due to oxidation to p-oxyphenyl-
arsenoxide.

687. Intravenous Saturated SaltSolution during
Intracranial Operation.

SACHs and BELCHER (Joutrn. Amer. Med. Assoc., September
4th, 1920), who report the following case, have also used
this solution in the wards to control cerebral oedenma.
For brain tumour presentina marked pressure symptoms,
a right-sided subtemporal decomnpression was undertaken.
The dura was opened rapidly, but in spite of an immediate
closure of the muscles the cortex ruptured at several
places. The patient remained stuporous. He was given
100 c.cm. of saturated salt solution intravenously, about'
1 c.cnm. per mintute. Before 15 c.cm. had -been run in, the
patient brightened up, answered questions, and slhowed
marked signs of improvemnent. This improvement lasted
about twelve hours, when he again relapsed into a semhi-
comatose condition. On tlhree successive occasions ad-
ministrations of the saturated salt solution beneflted the
patient; after the third injection he improved steadily.

ESS. Precocious Neuro-syphilitic Manifestations after
Arsenical Medication.

LAKAYE (Arch. Mted. Belges, July, 1920) records the cases
of six inen and one woiman, all of whom had recentlv
suffered from primarysyphilis, who, after a course of
seven to ten intravenous injections of arsenobenzol com-
pounds given during the course or some nmonths, showed
neutro-syphilitic or meningo- syphilitic mllanifestations, facial
palsy, optic or acoustic neuritis-occurring abrtuptly, from-i
one to four months after the last injection of the first
series. In all the patients the AVasseriumaun test had been
positive at the time of the chancre, btut in five cases the
reaction w%vas negative at the onset of tilenervous cornpli-
cation. F.or the prevention of these accidents the authior
is in accord with Thibierge and others illadvocatinlg
the use of mixed mercurial anld arsenicalmedication;

r Tz. Bumm
M

i EDICAL JOU3IA&==

 on 25 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.3128.E
81 on 11 D

ecem
ber 1920. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/


EPITOME OF CURRENT MEDICAL LITERATURE. M 83

I _

intramuscular injectioni of mercury salicylate or of calomel
is preferred. For treatmient of the nervous lesion the dose
of the arsenical conmpound was reduced andl combined with
injections of mercury.

689. The End Results of Posterior Gastro-enterostomy.
MIP,TRAUX (Rev. m1Zd. Sitisse romi., September, 1920) in-
vestigated the subsequent history of 300 cases on which
posterior gastro-enterostomy had been performed by Roux
or his assistants at the Lausaniie surgical clinic. He was
able to exarnine personally with x rays or to receive de-
tailed information in 2i0 of the 300 cases to whom he had
sent a note of inquiry. All these patients had been oper-
ated on from eight muonths to twenty-one years previously.
In 90 per cent. a good result had been obtained, in 6.6 Der
cent. a mediocre result, and 3.3 per cent. had died.
Metraux conlcludes that posterior gastro-enterostolmy is
superior to all other operations for gastric or duodenal
ulcer.

690. M4astoiditis in New York.
HAYS (JAmer. Journ. of Sargq., September, 1920) reports
that cases of niastoiditis in New York City during
the course of the currenit year have shown increased
frequency anld increased severity ; he has found
that the majority of cases of otitis m-iedia developed
miastoiditis. Most of the infectionis have been due to the
Streptococcus haemolyticsts, the virulence of which appears
to have become greater. In nmany cases -the zygonma has
been found to be affected beyond the r:egion of the cells
usually found; severe radiating neuralgia of a supra-
orbital character has resulted.

691. Syphilis in Association with Cancer of the Tongue.
CARY (Journ. Amer. Mled. .4Assoc., September 25th, 1920),
from an analysis of 907 case-records, thinks that a history
of syphilis, a positive Wassermann reaction, or both, may
be obtained in at least one of every seven cases of fully
developed cancer of the tong,ue. Syphilis in connexion
with cancer of the tongue is approximately three times
mnore conulinon than in association with cancer in other
regions about the moutlh. It is concluded that protracted
antisyphilitic treatment in tongue lesions, which may
possibly be cancerous, is contraindicated even in the
presence of positivc evidence of syphilis.

692. Spinal Accessory Symptoms of Otic Origin.
VERNIEUWE (Rev. do Zar., d'otol., et de i-hinot., Septenmber
15tll, 1920) records the case of a wvoiman, aged 45, in whTom
ttie sudden developimient of a slight neuritis of the spinal
accessory nerve renldered possible the diagnosis of a
malignant tumour of the nidldle ear. The lneuritis was
manifested by a rheumilatoid pain in the corresponding
slhoulder, two tender poilnts typical of spinal accessory
ueuritis, and a slight-degree of contracture in the trapezius
and( sterno-mastoid. Tllhe neuritis was due to compression
of the nerve by the enlarged substerno-nmastoid glands,
which indicated the presenlce of a new growth. VernieuNwe
concludes that whenever slight symiptoms of affection of
the spinal accessory appear to have an otic origin, there
being.no reason to suspect an extradural abscess or sup-
purating track in the sheath of tlle occipital artery, the
possibility should be considered of compression of the
nerves by malignant glands.

693. Cicatricial Stricture of the Oesophagus In
Children.

BRINDEL (Rev. de laryng., d'otol., et de rlhinoZ., August 15th,
1920) records five cases of apparently impermeable stricture
of the oesopliacgus in chilclrenl aged from- 5 to 11 years, fol-
lowinig ingestion of caustic potash. He found that in the
nmain the stricture wvas dtue partly to an inflam-matory con-
dition surrotundiDg the fibrotic ring, and still more so to
a spasm which in the gi-cat miajority of cases could be
caused to disappear by oesophagoscopy guided by i1tdio-
scopy. On the other hand, he regarded oesophagotomy
and electrolysis as useless.

694. Hydatid Disease of the Thyroid Gland.
LivIu (CZtjtl Mled., May 1st, 1920), Vwho records a case
in a man aged 25, in whom a cyst was successftully
removed from the left lobe, remarks that echinococcus
disease of the' thyroid gland is very rare, only thirty-twvo
cases having been previously recordled. The clinical
picture presents nothing characteristic. The symptomls
are those of other cysts of the thyroid, andl are determined
by -the situation, size, and pressure of the tumour on the
neighbouring organs. In two cases only (Pean, Goldzi)
has the diagnosis been mnade before the operation.

OBSTETRICS AND GYNAECOLOGY.

695. Renal Decapsulation for Severe Eclampsla.
KROP-iC (Casopis l7aar-av ceskylch, 1919, 25, quoted in
Zentralbl. f. (GynCik., September 4th, 1920) records the
case of a 1-para suffering from early phthisis: in the ninth
month the urine was found to contain 10 per cent. of
albumin and cylindrical cysts. Medical treatment being
given, the albumin was reduced to 1 per cent. at the
beginnina of labour. Shortly after instrumental delivery
of a healthy child the patient had sixteen eclamptic
convulsions in thlirty-two hours, and became unconscious.
Slhe was given morphinie subcutaneously and chloral by
the rectunm; by venesection 1,400 grams of dark, viscous,
rapidly-clotting blood wNas withdrawn. The patient re-
mained unconscious, with high fever and signs of threat-
enedl pulmnonary ocdemiia. Ether being administered, de.
capsulation of the two kidneys was performed by two
surgeons operating simultancotusly. After incision of its
capsule, one of the kidneys is described as springing
out like an indlia-rubber ball, an(d increasing in size
by one-half; a viscous hloney-like fluid exuded from its
surface. Comiia persisted three days after the operation
it was followed by pleurisy and pyrexia lasting five
weeks; ultimately the patient was cured and the tuber-
culous condlition of tlle luifgs appeared to be healed. Tho
autlhor expresses the opinion that eclampsia is the result
of an auto-intoxicationi, which is due to increase in the
thronibogenic elemlents of the blood, and consequent
affection of the liver and kidneys.

696. Pain in Cancer of the Uterine Body.
IT is widely recoanized that, except as a consequenice of
extensive infiltration of the adjacent tissues in the later
and inoperable stages of the affection, pain is a rare accomi-
paniment of carcinoma of the cervix uteri. DANIEL (La
Gynecologie, April, 1920) attempts to reconcile the con-
flicting accounts that have been given by different ob-
servers of tlie frequenicy and character of pain in those
suffering fronicarcilooma of the body of tlle uterus. Putting
aside the cases in wlich pain appears in the pre-terminal
stages of the disease, in association with an extension of
the growth to the neighbouring tissues or viscera, Daniel,
froni an analysis of cases occurring in his piactice or
collectccl fromn the literature, concludes that in the
Imaajority of cases of corporeal carcinoma accompaniecl by
pain there is ilnvasion by the tumnour of the uterine mlus-
culature. The tumour may have been primuarily of intra-
muscular origin, or may have been situated in the first
instanice in the mu-t-cosa; but in both cases the canlcer is
likely to be operable. To this classification of the causes
of pain in this imialady there is onie exception: thie rare
cases of cancer of the body accomnpanied by initrauterine
retentioln of secretions - vhetlher muco - purulent or
hacmnorrhagic-are characterized by paroxysmal attacks
of violent pain, wlliclh is associated with endeavours to
ex\pel the accumulated fluid by lmuscular contractions of
the uterus.

697. The Cause of Fetal Death after Hydrostatic
Dilatation.

KtYSTNER (Zentdilbl. f. Gsynik., August 14th, 1920) ascribes
fetal death, occurring after introduction of a hydrostatic
dilatiing bag1 into the uterus in cases of placenta praevia,
to (1) compression of the cord by the bag in cases where
the placental insertion of the cord and the site of the
perforation of the placenita are3closely related; or, pos-
sibly, to (2) the inicrease of intratuterine pressure. Accord-
ing to Schutz, this pressure, between the paiins, is 25 to
30 mmin. of mercuLry; after the introduction of a bag of
100 c.cm. capacity thle intrauterine pressure is increased
by 7 imam. Ktistner calculates that, with a iaga holding
500 ceci., this pressure will be raised in the intervals
between the uterine contractions to nmore than 60 imm. of
mercurv. Since the pressure in the femoral artery of
the child is 60 to 70 mmii., the death of the child mnay
easily occutr when tlle pressure in the uterinie cavity
becomes equal to that in tlhe, umlibilical artery. Tlhe
authior does not delly the useful part played by this
methlod in the treatmient of placenta prac la; but iu
hospital practice, where the child is alive and aspesis is
assured, he advocates Caesarean section.

698. An Unusual Case of Myoma and Pregnancy.
NACKE (Zeniralbi. f. Gyncik., August 7th, 1920) recores the
case of a n-illiparous muarried woman, agled 42, who suf-
fered very severe pain during (abotit) three weelks follow.
lowing a menstrual period. At ol)eration the uterus was
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found to be larger than a child's head, and to exhiibit
numerous interstitial and salbserous myomata, as wvell as
intraligamentary myomata on- both sides. Supravaginal
hysterectomtiy was performned. There had been consider-
able haemorrhage during the operatiou, and an inter-
stitial mrlyomna, the size of a walnut, was left in the cervix.
The pelvis was drained througlh the posterior vaginal
fornix. Examination of the specimen showed that the
uterus contained a 4-months' fetuis intact. Convalescence,
hitherto apyrexial, was interrtupted on the twenty-sixth
day by pleurisy. Two mlonths after the operationi the
patient was suddenly attacked -with syimptorns of intes-
tinal obstruction and peritonitis; these were proved to be
due to the cervical fibroid (left behind at the operation),
which had become greatly enlarged, was gangrenous, and
caused obstruction of the rectum. The m-lyoma -was
enucleated through an incision in the posterior fornix;
the subsequent progress was satisfactory.

699. Post-operative Injuries of the Urinary Tract.

SCHULTE (Inaug.-Diss., Breslau, quoted in Zentralbl. f.

Gyndk., July 31st, 1920) records a series of 4,716 gynaeco-
logical operations performed at the Universitfits Frauien-
klinik, Gottingen, from 1909-18, with 56 cases of injury to
the bladder and 18 to the ureter (1.6 per cent. in all).
Dturing or after 1,172 abdominal operations there occurred
29 injuries of the bladder and 12 of the ureter (3.5 per
cent.); with 1,219 vaainal operations were associated 27
injuries of the bladder and 6 of the ureter (2.6 per cent.).
Of the 29 injuries of the bladder from abdominal opera-
tions 6 occurred from operations on the adnexa, 10 from
total extirpation of the uterus and appendages, and 12
from Wertheim's extended hysterectomy; in the last named
group the bladder injury was intentional in 4 cases, in which
carcinomatous portions of the bladder were removed. Of
the 12 cases of injury of the ureter from abdominal opera-
tions, 8 occurred in connexion witlh Wertlheim's operation.
After laparotomy there occurred 5 vagino-vesical and 5
uiretero-vaginal fistulae; all the latter were associated
-with Wertheim's operation. Of the 27 bladder injuries
after vaginal operations, 10 occtirred after total extirpation
operations, and 14 after vaginal fixation and colporrhaphy.

700. Anti-syphilitic Treatment during Pregnancy.
BRIERY (Gynec. et Obstet., 1920, ii, 1, and T1u8se Lyon,
1919-20) recommends that, for the treatment of syphilis
in the pregnant, one of the following rmethods be em-
ployed: (1) Two series of four injections of novarseno-
benzol, in doses of 0.30, 0.45, 0.60, and 0.75 grain succes-
sively, the first series to be given in the second or third
month-in the case of pre-conceptional syphilis-or at the
time of the appearance of clinical signs; the second series
to be given in the sevenath or eighth muonth. (2) Three
series of four intravenous injections of 0.10 to 0.30 gram,
the first being given at the date of the appearance of signs
-or during the first month of gestation in the case of pre-
conceptional infection-the -second in the fourth month,
and the third in the seventh or eighth month.

PATHOLOGY.

701. The Pathological Anatomy of Lethargic
Encephalitis.

GUIZZETTI (Rif. Ned., September 4th, 1920) has made a
prolonged study .of nine,cases of lethargic encephalitis,
and 'dseribes, with illu'strations, the resuilts of his patho-
logical exatnination of brains and cords. The changes
due to the disease are scattered in distinct foci and may
be spread over the whole cerebro-spinal axis. The points
of election are the imesencephalon, especially between
the corpora quaclrigemina, in the bundles of the cerebral
peduncles, and in the stubstantia nigra. As one descends
fromn the pons to the bulb the lesions get fewer; some-
times they reappear in the spinal medtulla; in the
thalarnus the changes are inconspictuous and somiietimes
absent. In the author's experielnce other parts of the
brain "were very little affected, although not quite free
fromn disease. The pia mater always showed patho-
logical chaniges, especially in the veins. Inflam-matory
foci were foutind in the ocnlo-motor nerves (almost ex-
elusively in their intracranial course), rarely in other
cranial nerves, andl still more rarely in the spinal roots.
In Imost cases there was some focus of inflam-mation in
the Gasserian ga-nglia. Althiouigh tlhe author coUld not
isolate any specific germ, he has no doulbt that the disease
is an infective one, due to some specific organism pro-

,pagated by way of the blood vessels, as is suiggested by
-the changes in the veins and the form df the-inlammiatory
centres at the onset. Conveyance of the infection thruig
the lyinphatic sheaths of the nerves is excluded, since the
inflammatory lesions in the cranial nerves were usually
limited to their intracranial course. Whatever the germ
may be, its action is relatively mild, as shown by the
lymphocytic type of infiltration, the limiiited type of kIaryo-
kinesis, and the constant absence of truie necrosis.
After about three weeks from the onset the germs begin
to disappear froml the nervous tissue and processes of
repair set in.

702. The Cerebro-spinal Fluid in Lethargic
Encephalitis.

ACCORDING to MESTREZAT and RODRIGUEZ (Arch. de Neu7ro-
biologia, June, 1920), the usual flndings in the cerebro-
spinal fluid froiu cases of encephalitis lethargica are: (1)
Clarity, rather than turbidity; (2) the presence of normal
amounts of albumin; (3) a normal chloride content; (4) an
increased sugar content; (5) approximately normal urea
(6) a cellular content which, in conitrast to the hyper-
albuminosis, is little increased. BOVERI (Journ. of Nerv.
and Mlent. Disease, October, 1920), from an examination of
the fluid in sixteen cases, finds that (1) the pressure is
normal or slightly increased, and the fluid clear; (2) the
amount of albumin is little altered; (3) the reducing power
is usually increased, sometimnes normal, and occasionally
lessened; (4) slight lymphocytosis occurs, which as a rule
follows pari passu with the hyperalbuminosis. The
different clinical types are not marked by characteristic
findings in the cerebro-spinal fluid.

703. Hyperhidrosis in Myelopathies.
PARI (11 Polielinico, Sez. Prat., August 16th, 1920) has
found by experiments on cats that there may be a secretion
of sweat below a spinal lesion, either temporarily after the
trauma or for a longer period (from direct stimulation of
the sweat centres and tracts by the mnechaniical action of
the lesion and by inflammatory irritation at the site of the
spinal lesion). In myelopathies two mechanisms may give
rise to hyperhidrosis: (1) Direct irritation of the sweat
centres in the cord; (2) hyper-excitability of these centres
by thermal stimuli. Hitherto in the clinical study of
myelopathies no account has been taken of the distinction
between spontanbous sweating and hyperhidrosis due to a
thermal stimulus. Experimental physiopathology has not
yet explained why spinal lesions in some cases give rise to
anhidrosis, and in others to hyperhidrosis, nor have clinical
observations accounted for this difference. Clinically
anhidrosis and -hyperhidrosis appear to occur according to
the nature of the morbid process, hyperhidrosis being
more frequent in syringomyelia compared with other
myelopathies.

701. A Localized Typhoid Outbreak.
LEAKE and MESSER (United States Public Health Reports,
September 17th, 1920) record a small outbieak of typhoid
traced to mayonnaise sauce prepared for a public dinner
by a person -who, seven days later, took to her bed and

suffered from an attack of typhoid fever. Forty-nine of
the ninety persons attending the dinner became ill enough
to be confined to bed within from five to twenty-three
days. The special-features of the outbreak were: the
brief average incubation (ten days), the frequency of acute
onset, the high incidence (54 per cent.) among those ex-
posed, and the mild and short course of-the disease, with
many atypical cases. Of those attacked, 51 per cent. had
previously been vaccinated against typhoid, and 7 per
cent. had had typhoid fever; of those who attended the
dinner, but did not become ill, about 70 per cent. had been
vaccinated and about 40 per cent. had had typhoid fever.
Blood cultures were positive in eight out of eighteen cases
tested.

70'5. Virulent Diphtheria Bacilli Carried by Cats.
SIMMONS (Amer. Journ. Med. Sciences, October, 1920)
records the case of a patient who developed a fatal
diphtherial laryngitis after close contact with a cat which
had been ailing for a week; A secondcat which had been

in contact with the first became ill and died ten days later.
The patient had a greyish-brown pseudo-membrane
covering her uvula, tonsils, and posterior pharyngeal wall.
The first cat had a small yellowish-grey pseudo-mem-
branous ulceration of the left portion of the naso-pharyn-
geal roof; the second cat showed ulceration of both vocal
cords, which were covered with a greyish-white false
membrane. Diphtheria bacilli, of intermediate virulence
for guinea-pigs, were isolated from all three lesions.
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