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in 1919, when 7,724 extractions were performed, and
1,076 dentures supplied, compared with 3,860 and 693
respectively in the previous year. From the tabular
statement of apprehensions for crime it appears that in
1919, 3.336 per thousand of the estimated population were
apprehended for simple or aggravated drunkenness. This
figure may be compared with the very low figures of 1.625
and 2.604 for 1918 and 1917 respectively, 4.420 for 1916,
and figures ranging, roughly, between 7 and 9 per thousand
for 1900 to 1914. Prostitutes apprehended numbered
about 2,750 in 1918 and 1919-a slight reduction on the
figures of tlle three preceding years. In the juvenile
courts 1,957 cases were charged in 1919 compared with
3,341 in 1918; convictions numbered 466 and 1,008 in these
two years respectively; 1,626 children and 983 young
persons were received in places of detention in 1919, com-
pared witlh 2,735 and 1,433 in 1918. The number of
persons killed in street accidents in- London was 688 in
1919, compared with 612 in the previous year; personal
injuries numbered 19,021 in 1919 (tlhe highest figure since
1916), compared with 15,091 in 1918. Of 688 lethal
accidents in 1919, 136 were caused by motor omnibuses,
42 by tramcars, 26 by taxicabs, 138 by private motor cars,
25 by motor cycles, and 203 by commercial motors. Among
the killed were 20 persons wwho were improperly riding
behind vehicles. Of the 19,027 street accident injuries in
1919, 3,724 were caused by private motor cars and 2,335 by
commercial motors.

DEATH OF SIR JOHN BYERS.
WE have received, witlh very great regret, news of the
death of Sir John William Byers, M.D., the distinguished
professor of midwifery and of. the diseases of women and
cllildren in Queen's University, Belfast, and one of the
leading members of the medical profession in the North
of Ireland. Sir John Byers died on the night of Sep-
tember 20tih. We .hope to publish an obituary notice in an
early issue of thle JOURNAL.

DUBLIN DOCTORS AND THE HEALTH COUNCIL REPORT.
A meeting of the Dublin Borough medical practitioners

was held in the Royal College of Surgeons on Sep-
tember 9th, when Sir William de C. Wheeler, Vice-Presi-
dent of tlle Royal College of Surgeons, was in the chair.
Thje principal subject for consideration was the report of
tlle Irish Public Health Council, which was approved;
members were urged to procure copies of the report, which
are for sale at Messrs. Ponsonby, Ltd., Grafton Street,
Dublin (4d. net). Drs. Delaney, E. Magennis, McGrath,
Nesbitt, and R. J. Rowlette were appointed to attend the
meeting of delegates.

THE LATE MR. ROBERT CAMPBELL.
In our last issue we printed, at page 455, an obituary

notice of tlhe late Mr. Robert Campbell, M.B., F.R.C.S.,
surgeon to the Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast, who died
on September 6th, at the age of 54. The funeral service
was conducted at the house in College Gardens, Belfast,
by the Rev. H. J. Rossington, who gave an impressive
address, and the interment took place in the family
burying place at Templepatrick, amid many manifesta-
tions of sorrow.
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[FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.]

UNIVERSITIES CONFERENCE.
A CONFERENCE of delegates from all the Australian
universities was recently held in Sydney; at one of the
sessions a discussion took place on a proposal that the
medical course should be extended to six years. It was
made by the University of Adelaide, and in qupporting it
Sir Joseph Verco, the delegate of that university, said that
at present the course in Adelaide really extended to six
years, as students were able to take certain preliminary
scientific subjects outside the university in the first year,

and it was thought desirable to bring these first year
students into the university. Professor Anderson of Mel-
bourne said the general opinion in Victoria was that the
course must be lengtlhened. Professor Wilson, Dean of the
Faculty of Medicine of Sydney, agreed that a change was
needed involving the lengthening of the course, but he
thouglit that only one- third of a year might be sufficient.
There were some wlho tllought that the students in their
fourth and fiftlh years should have a longer time for
clinical work, but he personally thought that the teaching
in the early fundamental science Was a more important
partof the medical training, inasmuch as clinical study
could be continued at the post-graduate stage, while a man
would, on the other hand, never go back to physics,
chemistry, or biology. He was opposed to the idea of
puslling these subjects back into the secondary schools
curriculum, since science required a more mature mind
than that of a youth of 16 or 17 years. He was in favour
of the standard for preliminary scientific subjects being
raised. It was ultimately decided to refer the whole
matter to the Faculties of Medicine in Sydney, Melbourne,
and Adelaide.
The conference decided upon the establishment of a

Standing Advisory Committee for the Australian Univer-
sities. The duties of tllis committee are:

1. To collect and critically examine information for arrange-
ment in reports, with advice, to the constituent universities.

2. To consider and make recommendations tending towards
the co-ordination of educational requirements.

3. To compile a year-book of the Australian universities and
to prepare such other publications of common interest as may
be requested from time to time by the universities.

4. To arrange for the holding of inter-university conferences
and generally to promote the exchange of views between the
universities.

5. To act as a medium of communication between the Austra-
lian universities and the Universities Bureau of the British
Empire and similar bodies in foreign countries.

6. To consider the general aspects of any matter referred to
it by any constituent university.

7. Generally to promote common action in anv matter con-
cerning the work and development of the universities.

It was decided to refer to this Standing Committee the
following questions:
Appointment of graduate-study boards for advice to travelling

scholars.
Establishment of uniformity of practice in regard to university

emoluments and tenure.
Recognition of Australian matriculation and other academic

status by the universities of the United Kingdom.
The relation between the State and the university.
It was also agreed to ask the committee to endeavour

to arrange for a preliminary conference in London of
the Dominions delegates to tthe Britislh Congress, and to
consider whether it would be advisable to send an
Australian Mission to the United States. The conference
also decided to make representations to the Government
for the alteration of the present duty on scientific apparatus
which could not be made in Australia.

RESIGNATION OF PROFESSOR WILSON.
Professor J. T. Wilson, F.R.S., Challis Professor of

Anatomy in the University of Sydney, has resigned his
chair on his appointment to the Chair of Anatomy at
Cambridge. The Senate, on accepting his resignation,
passed a resolution expressing their deep regret that the
university was to lose the services of one who had been a
distinguished teacher for many years, who by his scientific
work had brought lustre to the university, and who had
been a great inspiration to his students. There is wide-
spread regret at the departure of Professor Wilson, and
he will carry with him tlle best wishes of a very large
circle of friends and students.

NEW PROFESSORSHIPS AT THE SYDNEY UNIVERSITY.
At a special meeting of the Senate of the University of

Sydney, further consideration was given to the recom-
mendations of the Professorial Board in regard to tlle
McCauglhey bequest. Owing to thle death of Sir Thomas
Anderson Stuart the professorship of physiology is vacant,
and on the recommendation of the Faculty of Medicine it
was resolved that in future there shall be a Professor of
Physiology in charge of the department, and an Associate
Professor of Physiology, who would be entrusted with thle
duties of teaching and research in that branchl of the
subject of physiology which does not represent the primary
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