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but more important is the avoidance of carrying weights'
which cause a prolonged effort, as opposeq to an intermittent
one on the part of the muscles. This is borne out, again, in
the case of Badminton, wlichl, because of quick extension
efforts very frequently repeated, accentuates the pain of a
previous tennis elbow more than does a game of tennis.

MIYOPIA.
DR. ARTHUR T. BLEASE (Altrincham) writes: In the JOURNAL

of July 24th, p. 126, I note a short report of a paper read by
Dr. H. M. Traquair before the Edinburgh Medico-Chirurgical
Society in which he refers to the success attending the
correction of myopia in patients who complain of difficulty in
near vision. This is the first time I have seen this point
alluded to, and I should like to support him by sayiig that his
experience corresponds entirely with my ownl. Mlany of these
-patients suffer much from headache, which is completely
relieved bv glasses which exactly correct the defect. I have
no doubt the, scientific reason advanced by Dr. Traquair is the
correct one. Although, as Dr. Traquair says, the danger of.
over-correcting myopia in young persons by examination
without atropine is greatly exaggerated, this should not, in
my opinion, lead to the ordering of the first lenses for a
myopic child without previous use of atropine. The danger
is really on the other side, for by straining, aud also by partial
closing of the lids or by looking obliquely through the lens in
the trial frame, a child can mask some small portion of his
myopia, and certainly 1 or even 1.5 dioptres of astigmatism;
the prescription will then under-correct the myopia. This
last is 'a very grave error, far worse than, say, half a dioptre of
over-correction, because I am certain from the results in my
own practice in my very early days, when under-correction
was generally recommended, that if we keep the correction
just behind the actual myopia the myopia will increase,
whereas if we fully correct the myopia and astigmatism (if
any), the myopia, as a rule, will not increase or -only very
slowly. I note that Dr. Traquair recommends full correction
in myopia.
My excuse for wishing to emphasize these points is that the

cases of low, myopia with trouble in near vision are associated
with much discomfort' to the patient, and are often not cured
because the surgeon has adopted the view that myopia is not
a cause of headache and eyestrain symptoms; and also that
Fe necessity for an examination under atropine and full
correction of both myopia and astigmatism is not fully
realized. I myself, from the age of 11 until I was able to
correct my own error of refraction (at an age when atropine
was not so necessary), suffered from very poor distant vision,
because two leading ophthalmologists thought they could
manage my case without atropine, and therefore overlooked
the fact that in addition to the spherical lenses thev ordered
I required a 2 D cyl. in one eye and a 2.75 D cyl. in the other.
I know of other similar cases among medical friends and
ordinary patients. One of the latter had been told by a very
eminent oculist that if he continued his studies for a learned
profession lie would probably be blind before he could pass
his examinations. This opinion appeared to be based upon
his extremely bad vision with the lenses-prescribed, in which
on one side the spherical correction was too'high,and on both
sides the cylindrical correction was about half of what it
should have been and wrongly inclined. If in a case of this
kind the parents complained of their son's damaged prospects,
it would, I think, be difficult for anyone, especiallv a professed
expert, to show that he had used reasonable competence and
care in the absence of an ex-amination under atropine.

I)R. RALPH HOPTON, Oculist to the Leeds Education Committee,
writes: In connexion with the discussion as to wbether close
work does or does not cause and intensify myopia, it is worth
while recording that a careful examination of the sight of
each of the fifty-two severely short-sighted children who are
being specially educated in myopic classes in this city, and so
are almost freed from close work, shows that not one has
become worse since entry into the class, though many up to
that time were cases of progressive myopia. Many cases
have improved.

LONGEVITY IN SOMERSET.
DR. W. EDELSTEN BRACEY (Wedmore, Somerset) writes: It has
been a matter of considerable surprise to me to discover the
interest mv shiort letter in a recent issue of the JOURNAL has
aroused in the public press. . . . I have since been called to
two further such cases, again both occurring on the same
night, and in each of these the great grandfather has been
resident under the same roof. That is to say, in-four out of
the five consecutive confinements I have attended during the
past three weeks,a great grandparent has been living in three
of the hrouses, and a great-great grandparent in the fourth I

FAUCiAL ANGINA.
DR. F. D. BANA (Bombay) writes: You report in the Epitome
(June 5th, 1920, No. 626) " An epidemic of throat disease due
to the pneumococcus " investigated by A. Heinil, in which 'he
founid the usual remedies, and especially diphtheria and
staphylococculs serumn, useless. Recently I had twvo cases
of faucial angina. In the first there was a p?eritonsihlar and
retrophiaryngeal abscess which I opened and gave 10 c.cm. of
a"ntistreptococcus serum. The patient, who ran up 1040°F.,
was well in four days. Smears showed diplococci-a Strepto-
COCCUS in-evis-no pneumococci. Another case began with

injection of one tonsil and adenitis oll the same side. The
membrane spread to the other tonsil. Here, again, after
20 c.cm. of antistreptococcal serum and 4,000 units of diph-
theria antitoxin the disease was cut sbort in four days.
Smears showed no pneumococci but diplococci-I believe a
short streptococcus. The fever in this case also reached
1040 F. and the patient had a serum rash and arthritis lasting a
couple of days. Both made rapid recoveries. I believe the
affections of the throat were due to the lowered vitality after
the patients had influenza some. time before.

REDUCTION OF DISABLEMENT PENSIONS.
"PENSIONER" writes: In paragraplh' 5 of thle Parliamentary
Notes in the JOURNAL for July 31st, p. 182, is published an
aniswer b.y the Minister of Pensions in reply to a question in
the House with reference to reduction of disablement
pensions, in which he states "No alteration was made in a
board's original estimate of the degree of a man's disablement
without further reference to the board, or the authority of a
superior board, after a fresh examination of the man."

I was recently resurveyed at Clheltenham Terrace and
awarded 30s. disability for two 'complaints from which I am
suffering, and both aggravated by service in the late war. At
the survey not a single relevant document in my case was
forthcoming, although ample notes on my case were in
possession of the authorities, who presumably thought fit not
to send them for inlformation of the board. As a result the
board gave me 20s. for one and lOs. for the latter, but ex-
pressed no opinion as to the cause of the latter (whether it
was aggravated by or attributable to service). The medical
advisers at head quarters therefore without referring it
back to the board, or by the authority of a higher board,
reduced the award from 30s. to 20s. (I learnt this from actual
application in writing to head quarters.) When one compares
this procedure with that stated by the Minister as being the
routine that is carried out; it is obvious that the two ihethods
are diametrically opposed. Comment is unnecessary.

THE OYSTER'S CONSOLATION.
(Lines suggested by an antivivisectionist's appeal against the

cruelty of eating oysters alive.)
I cannot laugh, I cannot wail, I cannot even droop a tail;
I cannot say how much I feel, I cannot squirm, I cannot

squeal.
No eye have I for mute appeal, no tears a-down a cheek to

steal;
No brow to dew with anguished sweat, no ear to hear, no mind

to fret.

Sprinkled with pepper black or red, I calmly lie as if in bed;
I cannot even raise a quiver when forks are bedded in my liver.
But ah I I have a dainty taste, a palate all around my waist;
So all day long to feed I strive, and swallow all my food alive.
Can I complain if hungry man adopts this very simple plan,
Meting to me the self-same measure by bolting me alive with

pleasure ?
Yet, pity me not with frantic screech, the opening knife my

vitals reach-
Swallowed by epicure or glutton, I am stone dead, as dead as

mutton.
H. RAYNER.

VACANCIES.
NOTIFICATIONS of offices vacant in universities, medical

collec'es, and of vacant resident and other appointments
at hospitals, will be found at pages 28, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, and
36 of our advertisement columns, and advertisements as to
partnerships, assistantships, and locum tenencies at pages 29,
30, and 31.

THE appointment of certifying factory surgeon at Nottingham
(North) is vacant.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN THE
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.

A s. d.
Six lines and under ... ,,, ,. ... 0 7 6
Each additional line... ... ...... 0 1 3
Whole single column .,. .,. ... 6 0 0
Whole page ... ... ... ... .. 16 0 0

An average line contains six words.
All remittances by Post Office Orders must be made payab'hV to

the British Medical Association at the General Post Office, London.
No responsibility will be accepted for any such remittance not so
safeguarded.
Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager

429. StrandL. London, not later than the first Post on Tuesday morning
preceding publication,. and, if not paid for. at the .time, sl4ould be
accoinpanied by a reference.
NOTE.-It is against the rules of the Post Office to receive vost.

restante letters addressed either in initials or numbowa.

CORRECTION.
THERE was a misprint in our report (page 197) of Dr. Amand
Routh's contribution to the discussion in the Section -of
Venereal Diseases, "chromic " appearing in error for
" chorionic." The sentence should run: " He had suggested
that the chorionic ferments protected the child from the
infection by granulosing the spirochaetes and preventing
them from developing till after pregnancy."
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