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AT the annua,1 meeting of the Medico-Psychological
Association of Great Britain and Ireland at the Royal
College of Physicians, Edinburgh, on July 23rd, Dr.
W. Ford Robertson will read a -paper on the infective
factor, of some types of neurasthenia, and Dr. Claud
Fothergill on the prevention and the treatment of the con-
dition. On July 24th a meeting will be held at the Edin-
burgh War Hospital, Bangour, when various demonstra-
tions will be given.
A SUPPLEMENT to the July number of the London

Hospital Gazette contains the names of more than 1,200
past and present students who are serving or who have
served during the present war in H.M. Forces. Of these,
B0 have been killed or died of wounds, 32 have been
awarded the D.S.O., 3 the D.S.C., and 95 the M.C.; 4 have
been awarded a bar to the Military Cross and one has
received a second bar.
THE Board of Trade desire to point out that the standard

uniform for the mercantile marine recommended by the
committee, whose report was recently issued as a Parlia-
mentary Paper, Cd. 9030, has not yet been offcially
authorized. If, and when, an Act of Parliament is
passed giving statutory authority for the uniform, there
will be an alteration in the rank stripes proposed by the
committee for ship surgeons and pursers, to differentiate
them from the stripes of naval medical and accountant
officers; and, to effect this, it is proposed to insert a
diamond in ship surgeons' and pursers' stripes, as in the
case of the stripes recommended by the committee for
chief, second, and third officers.
THE Home Secretary gives notice that the definition of

"cocaine " in Defence of the Realm Regulation 40 B
(which regulates dealings In cocaine and opium), and in
the Proclamation prohibiting the importation of cocaine,
has been further amended so as to include ecgonine,fIts
salts and derivatives (see BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL,
November 17th, 1917, p. 657). The definition mowreads as
PoJlows: "I oaine includes ecgonine, and any substance,
whether preparation, admixture, extract or otherwise,
centaining 0.1 per cent. (one part in a thousand) or more
-d cocaine or ecgonine, or of any salt or derivative
thereof."
MEDICAL practitioners are reminded that their motor

spirit licences expire on August 1st. A form of application
appears inside the cover of every licence, which should be
-filled in and forwarded together with the licence itself to
the Secretary of the Petrol Control Department, 19,
Berkeley Street, London, W., not later than the end of the
third week of July if a further licence is required at the
commencement of the following month. Other instruc-
tions relating to the issue of a further licence are given on
the flrst page of the existing licence, and strict compliance
with the necessary conditions will avoid delay. It is also
desirable that correspondence relating to matters in con-
nexion with the actual issue of the licence should as far as
possible be deferred until th-e new licence is received.
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QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

ACIDOSIS.
G. R. writes: How is a condition of acidosis diagnosed, and
what does it mean exactly? I was always under the impres-
sion that it meant a lesseined alkalinity of the plasma, and was
diagnosable by the presence of f-oxybutyric acid, diacetic
aoi, and acetone in the urine; but when I happened to
remark this to a physiologist recently he laughed the idea to
scorn, and lauchAed forth into a -lonig dissertation altocetiier
too technical for me to follow.

LETTERS NOTES, ETC.
" STUDY PERIODS."

DR. F. J. McCANN (London, W.) writes: In the report of the
deputation to the Secretary of State for India I notice that
Sir Clifford Allbutt suggests the phrase "study, perio(ds"
instead of " study leave.' It is in a spirit of humility that
I venture to criticize the phrase of one who wields such a
graceful pen, but it seems to me that " study duty " most
appropriately implies what is really intended. In military
parlance, one speaks of sentry duty, garrison duty, etc. The
comic man in the services might extract fun out of the
unfortunate officers who were having their "' study periods."

MEDICAL SICKNESS AND ACCIDENT SOCIETY.
ANOT-HER OLD MEMBER writes: I am not surprised that week
by week you are receiving protests from the old members of
the Medical Sickness Society with regard to the unwise and
unfair policy of discontinuing the bonus due to members on
reaching the age of 65, or to their representatives In case of
death. The society is a friendly society; the funds belong
to the members; therefore a postal vote should have beei
taken with regard to the continuance of the so-called
"bonus," since comparatively fewmembers can attend thie
annual meeting. The society's inoome has always exceeded
the expenditure, and the interest on the invested capital is so
large and constantly increasing that if the bonus is done awav
with the premium for a succeeding generation will be almost
unnecessary. A workman's friendly society considers itself
well off with funds representing £5 per member, although
these societies pay a death benefit and do not turn out their
old members at the age of 65. 1 do not mean to suggest that
the Medical Sickness Society is badly managed, but the
committee err rather on the side of too much caution.

EXAMINATION OF THE HEART IN RECRUITS.
A. B., writing from experience of examining recruits for several

years, sends the following notes which he thinks may be
useful to medical examiners new to the work:

If the apex is In normal position, bruits may generally be
discounted.

If th-e apex is tn the nipple line or outside, and there is a
pronounced impulse with dull percussion note between the
apex and sternum, hypertrophy Is present. Horizontal
hearts may be mistaken for hypertrophied; " screening " will
decide.
A bruit at the apex conducted outwards and heard -both

when the man is lying and standing denotes mitral in-
sufficiency; should a bruit be only heard on standing it is
probably exocardial.
A localized bruit inside the nipple with the character of a

"purr," namely, a few short notes preceding a long (thehlrst
beat) denotes mitral atenosis. When the second sound is
accentuated the urine should be tested for albumin.
A bruit heard in the aortic area systolic in time denotes in

a small percentage of cases aortic stenosis; much more fre-
quently it is haemic, or due to a roughening of the semilanar
valves.
An aortic diastolic murmur accompanied by a heaving

impulse outside the nipple line, visible pulsation of the
arteries of the neck, and water hammer pulse denote aortio
insufficiency.
When the heart sounds are distant and the pulse (often

rapid) at the wrist disappears when suddenly eleviMed above
the head, myocardial weakness is present; this may be toxic
or dne to myocardial degeneration pus a toxic condition. in
either case a soft bruit may be heard at the apex.

PASSAGE OF SPOON BY THE BOWEL.
DR. T. REUELL ATKINSON (Chadwell Heath, Essex) writes:
Early in April I was visiting an -old man, over 70, sufferii]g
from chronic bronchitis. He told me he had swallowed a
teaspoon. Though I did not believe him, I thought it best to
have him removed to the infirmary. After about a mouth,
and without having suffered from pain or inconvenience, he
one day passed the spoon during an evacuation of the bowels.

THE appointment of certify g factory surgeon for Aberdare
(Glamorgan) is vacant.
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ERRATUM.
IN the JOURNAL for Ju1t6th, W. 16, column 1, line 12, for " with
an evidence " read ",withoi4 any evidence."
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