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such elections do not represent truly the intention
of the electors. Besides all this, this unreasonable
mode of election opens a door to the worst of all
kinds of electioneering manceuvres-manceuvring
through the mouth of the ballot-box. And we
have no hesitation in saying that such manweuvring
was practised at the election which has just taken
place. Of course, all kinds of tricks are fair at
elections; and if we refer to them now, it is not
to complain of them, but to point out how ut-
terly inconsistent they are with the supposed dig-
nity of this particular electioneering occasion. In
such a business as this, there ought surely to be no
opportunity nor necessity for the indulgence of their
propensities and the exercise of their talents by
agents and jobbers. The Fellows ought to meet to-
gether like men of honour and conscience, and of
sufficient knowledge; and vote accordingly. The
men for whom they record their votes should re-
quire no private puffing, nor underhand recom-
mendations, nor mysterious gatherings, to carry
their elections. The electors are men of science,
and have come to years of discretion; and the can-
didates are marked personages, whose hostages have
already been given to Fortune, and whose charac-
ters have already been stamped in the face of the
profession. Their worth and weight in the balance
are known to a fraction.
But what was done on this occasion ? So little

would one party allow their candidate to rest on his
bare merits before his enlightened constituents, that
they actually clubbed together to carry his election.
It was a notorious fact-talked about in town be-
fore the election-that a number of these gentle-
men had canvassed extensively, and, at last, had re-
solved to plump for their candidate ; letting their
other men-the men whose cause was originally
wrapped up with their own, and with whom they
pretended to be rowing in the same boat-we mean
Mr. Paget and Mr. Adams-sink or swim as best
they might. We refer especially to this manceuvre,
because it was evidently the cause (as our corre-
spondent points out) of Mr. Paget's being placed in
a minority, in consequence of thirty-two Fellows
plumping for Mr. Fergusson. Are we not justified
in complaining that our candidate, Mr. Paget, was
thrown overboard by an electioneering manceuvre,
whose nature the profession at large can now appre-
ciate.
Now we venture to call an election of this kind a

scandal as well as an absurdity. It opens the door
to trickery; and does not represent the opinions of
the majority of the Fellows. Instead of voting, as
every Fellow ought to be forced to do, for the num-
ber of Councillors required to fill the vacancies-
that is, for three of the candidates-some voters,
as we have said, to make their favourite safe, gave
him plumpers-one successful gentleman receiving
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as many as thirty-two of these go-the-whole-figure
votes.
We have said enough to show the absurdity of

this method of voting; and also to prove that by
such a method the true feeling of the voters is not
tested, and that a door is opened to electioneering
trickery. So long as these elections were merely
nominal, it was a matter of little consequence how
they were carried out; but now that a new principle
is inaugurated, the whole thing takes a different
aspect. We were ready to welcome this new sign
of vitality in the College of Surgeons ; but we do
ask, in the name of "freedom of opinion," that the
liberal election be carried out in a manner which
shall answer the object required, viz., obtaining the
sentiments of the majority of the voters. They
manage these things better at the College of Phy-
sicians; and we recommend the Surgeons' College
to take a lesson from the Physicians' mode of elec-
tion of members of Council. At the election of
the Council of the College of Physicians, every
man elected must have a clear majority of Fellows
present at the election. If any Fellow present fail
to record his vote, his vote is then placed against.
the candidate. This plan, at all events, prevents
the election of men by a minority of voters. We
would again ask: Can this mode of election adopted by
the College of Surgeons be really legal ? The;
Council have, in so many particulars, so thoroughly
broken through the spirit and meaning of the new
charter granted to them, that We cannot but think
it possible that their interpretation of the mode of
election of members of Council may be as little in
accordance with the spirit of the charter as many of
their other proceedings have been. We shall take
an early opportunity of pointing out to our readers
the way in which the Council have thus contra-
dicted, and, in fact, frustrated, the meaning and es-
pecial object of their new charter.

THE WEEK.
OuR readers will be glad to find from the following
report of Dr. Garrod, that the Pharmacopceia will
probably be forthcoming at the end of the present
year. Dr. Garrod, Secretary of the Pharmacopeicr,
Committee, reports to the Medical Council,, that
"The three divisions of the Pharnzacopceia Com--

mittee have persevered in their labours, and the manu-
script of the British Pharmacopowia islapproaching com-
pletion, and will very shortly be ready for press. The
Pharmacopoeia is divided into two parts, with an appen-
dix. Part I contains a list of the materia medica; andi
appended to each is its origin, definition, principal cha-
racters, tests for purity, and an enumeration of its
officinal preparations. Part II contains the various
groups of Galenicals, as extracts, infusions, tinctures,
ointments, etc., with the methods of preparing each;
likewise the processes for making the numerous che-
micals described in the first part of the work. The
appendix includes the suvbstapnps empployed, not as re-
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medies, but only in the preparation, and likewise the
variouis test-solutiolns to be used in ascertaining the
strength and purity of drugs. One-third of the work
has been allotted to each section of the Committee.
Any undecided points are reserved until the final general
meeting of the delegates of the Pharmnacopaeia Com-
mittee. Dr. Wilson thus reports from the Edinburgh
section:-, The List of the Materia Medica allotted to its
share is nearly, if not altogether, complete, and will
soon be transmitted to the other committees'; and Dr.
Aquilla Smnith states that ' descriptions of the drugs
derived from the vegetable kingdom have been drawn
up by the members of the Committee, but they cannot
be completed until the Galenical preparations are defi-
nitely settled and printed.' Professor Hervey, the bo-
tanical referee, is engaged in preparing his report, which
will shortly be completed. The London Committee has
constructed its third of the List of Materia Medica, as
likewise nearly all the processes for the chemicals
attached to that portion, and is now having a fair copy
prepared for transmission to the other committees. The
three sections of the Committee have framed all the
groups of Galenical preparations; the whole have been
commented upon, and most of them revised, and either
transmitted or about to be immediately forwarded for
final comments. A general meeting of delegates from
each section meets in Edinburgh the first week in next
September, to adjust any differences which may remaini,
and to make arrangements for the printing and publica-
tion of the work, which it may be reasonably hoped will
be accomplished by the end of the present year. The
Council will be enabled to appreciate the labour of com-
piling the British Pharmacopoia, and the cause of its
somewhat tardy appearance, when it is stated that every
preparation contained in the work has been made, often
repeatedly, and such process practically examined; and
that it is the hope of the Committee that the British
Pharmacopwia will be found worthy of the sanction and
approval of the General Council."

their desire has been to give such able men as
Mr. Wormald and Mr. Paget a chance of filling
the vacated posts for some time to come with
credit. We are sure that their conduct will be
universally pronounced to be honourable, and wor-
thy of imitation by others of our venerable hospital
surgeons.

Ox the 2nd instant, a highly respectable and nu-
merous public meeting took place at Birkenhead,
for the purpose of hearing an explanation from Dr.
Craig in vindication of his character from the
charges which had been made against him in a re-

cent trial in the Divorce Court. After hearing Dr.
Craig's statement of the case, the meeting unani-
mously carried the following resolution
" That this meeting, having heard the statement of

Dr. Craig, and the letters of Dr. Cohen and Dr. Mac-
naught having been read, it is resolved that, in the
opinion of this meeting, the charge laid against Dr.
Craig, in the case of Walker v. Walker, Nicol, and Craig,
is altogether unfounded; and that if the evidence now
laid before the meeting had been admissable to be sub-
mitted to the jury, their verdict, probably, would have
been different. This meetina considers that Dr. Craig
is, notwithstanding, the verdict, entitled to retain the con-
fidence and respect of his patients and friends."
We are much pleased to recognise the circumstances
that so many medical men-some of them strangers
to Dr. Craig-voluntarily came forward on the occa-

sion to support a brother practitioner, who had, in
their opinion, been so unjustly and cruelly treated.
As Dr. Cohen of Liverpool well observed:-

" He need not tell them that he had come forward to
perform what he considered an act of justice and com-

IT gives us much pleasure to observe that the re- mon honesty. Until he met Dr. Craig last week he had
forms in the tenure of hospital offices which were, not the pleasure of his acquaintance, and, therefore, they
if not actually inaugurated, at least established as could imagine that he had not any other feeling than

a sense of duty-to do unto others what, urnder simi-
if de no2o some months ago, by St. Mary's Hospital, lar circumstances, he should wish that others would do
and advocated by us in the pages of this JOURNAL, unto him."
are being carried out in other institutions. The This conduct of the medical men in Liverpool speaks
changes which have recently taken place at St. volumes in favour both of Dr. Craig, and of the
George's Hospital are an example; and subsequently good feeling prevailing among our medical brethren
the governors of that hospital, at a special court, in that town. It is a matter of great satisfaction to
have decided that no physician or surgeon shall the profession to find that Dr. Craig has thus been
hold office beyond a period of twenty years ; at the entirely exculpated, in the eyes of his fellow-towns-
end of which time they shall become consulting men and professional brethren, from the base charges
physicians and surgeons. It is intended, moreover, laid to his account.
that these consulting officers shall not be merely
ornamental-they are also to be useful, and are to THE following, sensible remarks on the subject of
be bona fide called into consultations. At St. Bar- spermatorrhua are extracted from Dr. Beale's work,
tholomew's, also-a hospital which has been remark- and seem worthy of note at this moment
able for the longevity and tenacity of office of its "TThe occasional presence of spermatozoa in the urine
medical officers-changes are taking place. A short is not inconsistent with perfect health. It is ornly when
time ago, Mr. Wormald, after having been assistant- their appearance is constant and accompanied with other

more important symptoms that the practitioner is jus-
surgeon more than twenty years, gained his promo- tified in interfering. We must always exercise the
tion by the retirement of MIr. Lloyd ; and now a gyreatest caution in these cases; for the mere allusion
similar step has been gained by MrI. Paget, in con- to the condition has done more harni to the patient's
sequence of the retirement of Mr. Stanley. The yind, than can be counterbalanced by tLe good produced
reintosof Messrs. Lloyd and Stanley have been by medical treatment. The occasional pr-esence of

resignations of Messrs. Lloyd and Stanley have been spermatozoa in urine must not be looked upon, in itself,
entirely voluntary; and there can be no doubt that as evidence of the existence of that condition, to which
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the name of spermatorrhoea has been applied-a term
which I am sorry to put into print at all; for I doubt if
any single word has been productive of more unuitter-
able misery than this; indeed, it would be well if we
could abolish it altogether. Instead of making use of
it, we should be more correct if we said that 'the
patient was suffering from such and such symptoms
associated with the presence of spermatozoa in the
urine.' In the majority of cases in which this ill-chosen
word is used, it excites the most terrible alarm in the
patient's mind, from which, perhaps, he does not recover
for years, while in thie sense in which it is used by many
practitioners, it only means that spermatozoa have been
found in his urine, as, indeed, they occasionally are in
the urine of almost every young healthy man." (The
Microscope in its Application to Practical Medicine, 2nd
Ed., Oct. 1858, p. 308.)
Similar observations are repeated in the work On
Urine, Urinary Deposits, and Calculi, published in
1861.

DR. RILLIET of Geneva, well known for his writings
on Diseases of Children, died suddenly on the night
of the 1st of June.

" The question of consultation with homceopaths
has been discussed by different French societies,"
writes the Gazette Aftdicale de Lyon. " It is at present
on the tapis in England. One of the journals, the
organ of the British Medical Association, answers it
with a direct negative, and quotes a letter dpropos
by Dr. Radelyffe Hall. We have great pleasure in
finding the language which we ourselves have held
on this subject explicitly stated by Dr. Hall."

The Academy of Sciences have accorded to M.
Mignot a sum of £20, as an encouragement for him
to prosecute his studies in the history of the Diseases
of Children.

Drs. Berne and Delore have obtained the prize of
500 frcs. proposed by the Toulouse Academy for a
thesis on the following question: "The Influence
exercised by MIodern Physiological Experiments over
Medical Science."
A subscription is opened in France for the pur-

pose of erecting a statue to Daubenton. He was
Professor of Natural Hlistory at the College of France
in 1778; of Rural Economy at the School at Alfort
in 1783; of Mineralogy at the Museum in 1793;
and of Natural History at the Ecole Normale in
1795. All his powers were consecrated to the deve-
lopment of scientific results. G6the said, in speak-
ing of Buffon, Daubenton, Etienne St.-Hilaire, and
Cuvier: " These four men were the founders of
French Natural History. History will perhaps
never again present such a spectacle as that of these
remarkable men, living in the same town, and pro-
fessing at the same school." All the four, excepting
Daubenton, have already had statues erected to
them.
M. Mailly, ex-interne of hospitals, has died under

the influence of chloroform, which he took for the
purpose of having a tooth extracted without pain.
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M. Littre has read to the French Academy of Medi-
cine a paper " On Diphtheritis, and its consecutive
Paralysis, as detailed in the works of Hippocrates."
According to M. Littr6, the description of an epi-
demic, observed at Perinthus, answers well to our
diphtheritis; and what is especially remarkable, is
the frequent relation existing between the angina
and the paralysis. If this view be accepted as true,
we see here a close resemblance between external
influences and organic reactions at an interval of
twenty-two centuries.
A French editor regrets, " that as the laws on the

press now stand, he is unable to refer to the griefs
contained in the pamphlet of his respected confrere."
Can we of England even imagine the sensation of
such gagging of the press ?

It is stated that in France some of the persons
employed in reading the electric telegraph messages
are beginning to suffer in their vision-the rotation
of the needle producing a peculiar and damaging
effect upon the retina. When the eye is in this
morbid state, the vision is double, and everything
appears as if seen through a mist. It is stated, that
the pay of these employes is very small, and that
they in consequence work during extra hours.
The death of Dr. Taddei, one of the most dis-

tinguished physicians of Italy, has been announced
at Florence.

Dr. Mercier read at the Academy a paper on
Calculi and Fragments of Stone impacted in the
Urethra; and he shewed oniee Again how ingenious
the specialist is in multiplying instruments. " When-
ever the genito-urinary organs are referred to, it
appears," says L' Union ifdicale, " that every ope-
rator has his own arsenal of instruments. His tools
must be invented by himself, or, at all events, modi-
fied by him; they must bear his name, or the name
of a surgeon who has been long dead. How can
M. X. say to a client, that he will operate upon him
with an instrument invented by M. Y. ?"

M. I. Geoffroy St.-Hilaire, who has determined to
make horse-flesh an ordinary article of man's food,
has made a statement, which will be much more
generally received with satisfaction. He informs
the Academy of Sciences that a species of silkworm,
which can live on the oak, is now in course of aceli-
matisation in Paris.
We were glad to find in a late discussion at a

medical society in Paris, on the invention of the
laryngoscope, that M. Giraldas put in a word of
claim for one of our countrymen, the late Mr. Avery.
" A surgeon, who studied during a long time in
Paris, and who devoted himself to special branches
of surgery-Mr. Avery-employed this instrument,
and, as I believe, invented particular instruments.
What is due to Czermak, is the credit of having per-
fected the instrument, and brought it into general
use."
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