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best described in the words of tav colleague, Dr. K., as
"'a smouldering endocardial fire."
The first case of this novel disease which I saw I

mistook for influenza, and the second for diphtheria.
I have seen it mistaken for mumps, for follicular tonsillitis,
and for rheumatisn.

I know of at least fifteen towns in which this curious
disease has gained a foothold, and there must be many
more in which it exists, but is not yet recognized. Where
it gains a footing it spreads like influenza.-I am, etc.,
'July 6th. S. T. P.' M.D.

LEGAL RISKS OF MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS.
SIR,-In a recent case a medical man was mulct in

damages at a county court upon the finding of a jury for
having, it was alleged, forcibly examined a woman for an
alleged accident. Those who read the case -and know
anything of this class of work will form their own opinion
as *to the justice of the verdict-; but the fact is that
the doctor was ordered to pay some twenty-five.pounds
damages, and his costs, which I take it would be not less
than an equal sum.

Medico-legal examinations are now so frequent that it
is well to have a clear understanding as to what is one's
position in these matters. It goes without saying that
forcibly to examine any one is an assault, and no one in
his senses would be guLilty of such an act of folly; but it
may be contended that an examiniation was submitted to
under threats, hints of dire consequences wlich- might
follow refusal, suggestions of monetary loss if the exami-
niation didi not take place, and I think there is little doubt
that anything which could be held to be a threat would
very properly be construed by the courts as duress-that
is, an examination by force-and it is well that medical
men should appreciate that to establish duress no actual
physical.force need be proved.

Quite recently I received a letter from a lawyer in the
City, demanding compensation under threat of legal pro-
ceedings, for an assault .alleged to have been committed
by me, tlle assault in question being the examination of a
woman witlhout the presence of her doctor or her friends.
Tllis assault, the lawyer stated, "he need hardly say,
made lher suffer in health." As it was alleged to have
happened six -months prior to the lawyer's letter, pre-
sumiably the shock had been so great that she was unable
even to visit the man of law.

I knew, of course, tha -no such case existed, and merely
.handed the matter over, to Dr. Bateman, of tlle Medical
Defence Union, who, after a good deal of correspondence,
extracted from the lawyer and his precious client the
.explanation that the lady had mistaken nly identity!
Later, under pressure (when the tables were turned), an
abject apology was obtained from th-e "assaulted " one by
the Medical Defence Union's solicitor.
The object of this letter is to warn my friends who are

engaged in medico-legal work to be particularly careful
never to examine a patient-especially a woman-without
writing for an appointment, and taking the usual precau-
tions which will s-uggest themselves to any one- who knows
human nature.-I am, etc.,
London, W., July 7th. JOHN COLLIE.

EUGENICS FROM. THE OBSTETRICAL
STANDPOINT.

SIR,-In the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of July 5th
Dr. Amand Routh, in hlis very practical remarks on the
above subject, clearly slhows that the true foundation of
national health is to aim at raising healthy stock, which
at the same time is certainly the mlost rational means of
preventing disease. The present methods of national
insurance, medical inspection of school children, tuber-
culosis dispensaries, etc., are all helping to improve the
national health, but unfortunately the mlischief in many
cases h:as already been done, owing 'to neglect and
ignorance during the first-few years of life.
For tle past few years, hlaving been connected with an

institution for "'motherhood and infancy" (to whichl a
schlool clinic has noW- been added), I have had ample
opportunity of observing th-he benefit of sueli institutions.
Moreover, they should certainly become national, and' not
be run at the expense of a few philanthropic individuals.

In reference to the causes of premature births and still.
births, in Tny opinioh the abuse of alcohol plays a very im-
portant part. For some years 'I have been struck by the fact
how frequently mentally and physically defective children
are associated with aloolholic excess in one or both parents,
and I see no reason wlhy, in certain cases, the alcolholic
poison should not prove fatal before birth.-I am, etc.,

O. POLHILL TURNER, D.P.L.Lond., etc.
Hastings, July 7th. ______

ETHERINGTON1SMITH MEMORIAL.
SIR,-Will yOU kindly make known to your readers

«that the subscriptions'which have been reeeived and pro-
.mised fori, the Etheringtoly-Smith l4emorial, including the
sum collected- by the Leander Club, amount to a little
over £1,200.

This sum will probably be sufficient to carry out the
structural alterations required to provide -the memorial,
which is to take the form of special sick quarters for tile
medical and resident staffat St. Bartholomew's Hospital,
but will not supply any permanent endowment.
We desire, through you, to thank those of your readers

who have already subscribed, -and to make an earnest
appeal to all who knew Etherington-Smith and, have not
yet done so to subscribe as liberally as they can to this
fund.

Subscriptions should be sent to the Honorary Treasurer,
Dr. T. W. Shore,,Dean's Office, St. Bartholomew's Hos-
pital, E.C.-We-are yours faithfully,

(Signed) ANTHONY A.. BOWLBY, C.M.G., Senior
Surgeon to St. Bartholomew's
Hospital.

W. B. CLOSE, C.U.B.C.
-. G. 'ACTON DAvIs, Acting Treasurer

to St. Bartholomew's Hospital-.
- J. H. GIBBON, C.U.B.C.

W. P. HERRINGHAM, Senior Physician
to St. Bartholomew's Hospital.

R. C. LEHMANN, C.U.B.C.
HOWARD MARSH, Professor of Sur.

gery, Cambridge.
S. D. MUTTLEBURY, C.U.B.C.
Guy NICKALLS, O.U.B.C.

-S- G. D. Rbwn, O.U.B.C.
H. T. STEWARD, Leander Club.

SEVENTEENTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF
MEDICINE (LONDON, 1913).

-,SIR,-The secretary of the German National Committee,
-Professor Dr. Posner of Berlin, has written to me com-
plaining with some bitterness of a notice in the July
number of the Ophthalinoscope reflecting, as he justly
remarks, not only, on Professor Ehrlich, but on the IKaiser
himself. The notice is apparently a translation from a
French paper.

I should be obliged if you will allow me the opportunity
to express my profound regret-first, that any insult
should even inadvertently have-been offered to Professor
Ehrlich, and secondly, that it should have occurred at this
particular moment.-

I am perfectly sure tllat the Editor of -the Ophthcano-
scope would be the last to wish to affront so distinguislhed
a scientist, and I anticipate that- at the earliest oppor-
tunity lie will, in the pages of his own journal, oexpress
his regret for the occurrence.-I am, etc.,

W. P. HERRINGHAM,
- Hon. General Secretary of the Seventeenth

London, W., July 8th. International Congress of Medicine.

MEDICAL MUSEUM OF THE INTERNATIONAL
MEDICAL CONGRESS.

SIR,-There is some danger that the splendour of the
Historical Museum which-Mr. Wellcorme lhas organized in
connexion wvith- th-e Section of 'History of Medicine of the
forthcoming International Congress of Medicine may
overshadow the very imnportant Me4i'cal Museum which is
to form an intrinsic part of the Congress. Last year a
committee 'was 'appointed of Wlhich I have the honour of
being chairman-to make all tlhe necessary arrangements
for a large Medical Museum, to be housed in the Imperial
-College of Scienco and Technology. According to the
plan adopted by the committee, the Museum is to be
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