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Barlow, Sir Bryan Donkin, Sir Frederick Bridge, Professor
Gollancz, Dr. Leftwich, Mr. Edmund Gosse, Sir George
and Lady Alexander, Mr. and Mrs. Kendal, and Mr. H. B.
Irving.

AND

POOR LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.
I REPORTS TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD.
Mallwyd Urban District.-It appears from the report (new

series, No. 68) to the Local Government Board of Dr. Morgan J.
JRees that the Mallwyd urban district, in the County of
Merioneth, though technically urban, is rural in character, for
the population of some 750 persons is scattered over an area of
about 14,000 acres. It is stated the housing conditions are very
unsatisfactory, and that no steps have been taken to put in
force the housing regulations of the Housing, Town Planning,
etc., Act, 1909. A lackof decent unoccupied houses results in
the occupation of dwellings quite unfit to be inhabited. There
are no building by-laws, and no supervision is exercised over
new houses, with the result that in quite recent years two
houses were built back to earth. The water supply is, for the
most part from dip-wells, open to contamination in many ways,
and even a small supply belonging to the district council is
liable to be polluted at the source, Slaughter-houses and
dairies and cowsheds are subject to little or no supervision;
as a consequence they are kept in a very unsatisfactory con-
dition. The cowsheds especially are dirty and ill kept, and
appeared as though they were never cleaned out. Dr. Rees
asserts that the district abounds in conditions inimical to the
health of the inhabitants, and that little has hitherto been done
by the district council to secure removal or amelioration of
those conditions. In such a small district, however, the
resources are not very great. A penny rate produces less than
£9, and the salaries of the medical officer of health (Dr. D. W.
Morris) and the inspector of nuisances, even excluding the con-
tribution from the Exchequer grants, absorb an amount nearly
equal to a twopenny rate.

Bartustaple Borouigh.-Dr. S. W. Wheaton's report (new series,
No. 69) has special reference to the incidence of typhoid fever
in the borough of Barnstaple. Since compulsory notifica-
tion came into force in the borough in 1896 there has been no
single year in which cases of the disease were not notified, the
smallest number being 3 in 1896 and 1898, and the largest, 49, in
1911. In only four years were no deaths recorded. During the
sixteen years 1896-1911 there were altogether 213 cases and
28 deaths. The population of the borough at the last census
was 14,488. Dr. Wheaton states that there are many circum-
stances in Barnstaple which would favour the spread of typhoid
fever when introduced. Some of these are especially related
to the polluted condition of the River Taw, at the estuary of
which shellfish, principally cockles and mussels, are gathered,
and in.which-bathing opposite the principal sewage outfall is
greatly indulged in during the summer months. The possi-
bility of. water supplies, milk, or ice-cream being causative
factors of the outbreak in 1911 was considered by Dr. Wheaton,
who was of opinion that they could all be excluded. In the
Derby area, where the disease was most prevalent, the housing
conlditions are described as very unsatisfactory, the dwellings
being old, dilapidated, and damp, with many unpaved or badly
paved backyards. Water-cloSets are universally used in the
town, but the pans in many instances were found in a filthy
condition and the structure of the closet buildings dilapidated.
No doubt was entertained that insanitary conditions generally,
including defective drains, were responsible for the spread of
the disease, and personal contact was a factor. The isolation
hospital accommodation in the borough is very meagre, and
consists of the upper portion of the old county gaol, the ground
floor of which is used as a storehouse for property belonging to
the town council and for housing a steam disinfector. The
building projects into the cattle market and has no curtilage.
The nurses' rooms and the kitchen all communicate directly
with the wards,- which themselves are intercommunicating.

PAYMENT OF VACCINATION AND NOTIFICATION
FEES.

H.S.-Under the contract which every public vaccinator has
with the guardians, he is required to make out an account at
the end of every quarter of the sums payable to him. If,
however, the public vaccinator fails to send in such account
at the right time, and six months elapses before he does carry
out this duty, the claim for these fees is statute-barred under
the Public Authorities Protection Act. With respect to
fees under the Notification Act, no such barring occurs, as
each certificate is in itself a claim and an account for the fee
due, and no further statement is necessary. The local
authority has no power to compel medical practitioners to
send in an additional account; still less, failing such account
being sent in within six months, can they claim that the
account is statute-barred. Our correspondent may be referred
also to the letter from Dr. Bateman published elsewhere in
this issue.

Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects
to which special departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
are devoted will be found under their respective headings.

QUERIES.
E. D. S. desires to hear of any charitable institution which
would take in two boys, aged 10 and 13, suffering from
Friedreich's ataxy. Their father earns 12s. weekly; he has
seven young children.

B. desires to hear of an institution for a lad aged 11 suffering
from phthisis and a complaint of the spine; the boy is able
to walk about a little. The father is a farm labourer, and
unable to contribute towards his maintenance.

*** The case appears to be one which should be dealt with
by the county council under the tuberculosis scheme; appli-
cation might be made to the clerk of the county council.

INCOME TAX.
A. W. is now an outdoor assistant at a salary of £200 a year.
Prior to April last he was an indoor assistant at salaries of
£132 for one year and £118 for earlier years. The surveyor of
taxes wishes to assess him at £200.

*** So long as our correspondent remains an assistant he is
entitled to have his income-tax liabilities based on his average
earnings for the three years preceding the year of assessment.
No tax should therefore be payable for the current year and
none for next year, the average income being below £160.

ANSWERS.

SENEX.-Hypodermic tablets are prepared with various bases
according to the nature of the active ingredient. As a general
rule saccharum lactis is employed; in other cases it may
be sodium chloride or sodium sulphate. A minute proportion
of antiseptic is sometimes added, but this is hardly necessary.
This information is amplified to some extent on page 759 of
the Extra Pharmacopoeia, fifteenth edition, 1912.

VENETIAN FEVER.
DR. P. DE BLASIO (ss. Cretic) writes, with reference to the
inquiry by "M.," published on July 6th, that, from his
knowledge and from inquiries recently made, he is able to
state that there is no special fever peculiar to V"enice.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.
RHEUMATISM AND PHTHISIS.

AGARICUS quotes in support of the statement that consumption
does not affect the rheumatic the following extract from a
paper on the morbid diathesis, by Sir Dyce Duckworth,
published in the Practitioner for January last: " One of the
most remarkable features of the arthritic diathesis is its
resistance to the inroads of tuberculosis. . . . The bacilli of
tubercle will not flourish in a rheumatic soil."

- INFREQUENT ACTION OF THE BOWELS.
M. C. W. writes: 'Dr. Parkinson's letter on constipation
(November 2nd, p. 1260) recalls to my mind my great-aunt's
"ru-le of health." My fath r, also a medical man, often dis-
cussed the matter with her. She declared she " never had
taken, and never would take, an aperient." She was a,
spinster in good circumstances, led an active life, and lived
very sparingly. She would often go as long as six weeks with-
out an evacuation, and if at the end of that time she felt
uncomfortable, she would put on a leech over the liver, and
this always relievedher. Of course all this ought to have killed
her, but inasmuch as she was 98 when she died, I do not think
it did.

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADYBRTISEMENTS IN THE
BRITISH MNDICAL JOURNAL.

A s. d.
Eightlines and under ... ... ... ... 0 4 0
Bach additional line ... ... ... ... 0 6
A whole column ... ... ... ... 213 4
Apage ... ... .. ... ... ...800

An average line contains six words.
All remittances by Post Office Orders must be made payable to

the British Mdedical Association at the General Post Office, London.
No responsibility will be accepted for any such remittance not so
safeguarded.
Advertisments should be delivered, addressed to the Manager,

429, Strand,London,not laterthan the irst post onWednesdaymorning
preceding publication, and, if not pid for at the time, should be
accompanied by a reference.
NOTE.-It is against the rules of the Post Ofice to roeclve vostes

re8tanto letters addresed either in initials or numbers.

A CORRECTION.
IN the JOURNAL of September 28th, p. 794, the letters D.S.O.
were printed after the signature of Major F. J. W. Porter,
R.A.M.C. It is, of course, unnecessary to say that this was in
no way due to Major Porter.
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