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EFFECT OF GUN-FIRE ON THE HEARING.
IT iS stated that an exhaustive study is being made by the
Medical Corps of the United States Navy with the object of
devising means of protecting the ears of American sailors from
the effects of gun-fire.

HALF PAY.
NAVAL SURGEON writes: In the article on the Navy which
appeared in the Educational Number you talk of " half pay "
being a possibility. In the higher ranks you may safely call it
a probability. I have recently finished my second spell in three
years-quite unsought for, and through no fault. Also, what
is not generally known, when appointed from " half pay " to
a ship, which may very likely be in the North of Scotland,
the officer appointed has to pay himself all the expenses of
joining, including railway fare; this in addition to the
pecuniary loss which " half pay " entails.

CERTIFICATE SIGNING.
AT the Central Criminal Court, on September 7th, a medical
practitioner pleaded guilty to having made a false declaration
with a view to enabling a certain person to obtain a passport
contrary to the regulations. This person was shortly after-
wards arrested abroad for pocket-picking at railway stations.
In extenuation of his offence the medical man in question
pleaded that he had no idea of the importance of the document
when be signed it. He treated it as an ordinary certificate,
of which he, in common with all other medical men, signed
a great number. Judgement was deferred, the prisoner
meanwhile remaining in custody.
The case is worth noting, since it is perfectly true that

medical men constantly have application made to them to
append their signatures to certificates of one sort and another,
and often comply out of mere good nature without much
thought of the possible consequences. Moreover, the practice
of the Foreign Office in regard to passports has altered during
recent years. At one time passports could be obtained without
difficulty practically by any one and every one. Now, the
Foreign Office not only insists on strict compliance with the
regulations regarding the signature of declarations in con-
nexion with them, but expects that any one who signs the
declaration vouching for the respectability of the applicant
will only do so if he has real knowledge of his character and
standing in the world.

T'he advice given in this column for the assistance of members is
based on medico-ethical principles generally recognized by the
profession, buzt mtust not be taken as representinzg direct findings
of the Central Ethical Committee, except wvhen so stated.

GRATIS PRACTICE.
N. J. T.-It is not customary for medical men to attend all their

relations, no matter how well off, free of charge, or their
servants, wives, and children.

THE OBLIGATIONS OF A SUBSTITUTE.
SANDY.-If B. is called to a case of accident or sudden illness in
the absence of A., who is the ordinary family attendant, he
should do what is necessary, and write to A. informing him of
what he has done. He may charge a fee or allow A. to in-
clude the visit in his charges. If, however, A. is not the
family attendant and was called merely because he was the
nearest, and being away from home B. was then fetched,
B. is under no obligation to write to A. In the former case
B. should not continue in attendance, even if the patient
desires it, without A.'s consent; and if he continues, he
should regard himself as A.'s substitute, and remit to him
half the fees. In the latter case B. may undoubtedly con-
tinue in attendance and charge in the usual way.

THE RIGHTS OF A RESIDENT ACCOUCHEUR.
M. F. writes that being in a difficulty at a confinement he

called in the junior resident accoucheur of the nearest
hospital to confirm his diagnosis. This gentleman insisted
upon being paid a fee of two guineas, although it was ex-
plained to him that the husband could not afford to pay more
than one guinea. We are asked to say whether our corre-
spondent was under any legal or moral obligation to pav the
other guinea out of his own pocket. Our answer to this is
decidedly in the negative; as our correspondent offered it,
however, and it was accepted, we do not know that anything
more can be said about the matter. In another case where

our correspondent was out, the husband went to the hospital
and fetched the same doctor, who attended, but found the
child born; he then charged a fee of two guineas, and wrote
to our correspondent to say what he had done. He did not,
however, send him any share of the fee. In this case the
resident accoucheur would have acted in accordance with the
usual practice of the profession if he had sent half the fee to
the practitioner whose case he attended.

AND

POOR LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.

BEDROOMS AND THE LONDON BUILDING
ACTS.

DR. J. KING WARRY, Medical Officer of Health of Hackney,
draws attention in his last annual report to the absence of any
provision in the London Building Acts for the compulsory
provision of fireplaces in habitable rooms. As a result houses
are now being erected, many of them to be let in tenement
dwellings, in which there are rooms intended presumably for
bedrooms, although they correspond in structure to a ventilated
and lighted box-room. They are lighted by an ordinary sash
window and provided with a hole in the wall about 6 in. square,
which is guarded outside by a grating, but they have no fire-
place or chimney. In one particular tenement visited by
Dr. Warry'he found a boy lying ill with measles in such a room.
The hole in the wall was stopped up and the room was being
warmed by means of an oil stove, with the result that the room
and the adjoining passages reeked with the fumes from the
combustion of the oil. There is no doubt that when these
rooms are used as bedrooms there is a great temptation to close
up the ventilating hole whenever the external temperature is
even moderately low, so that the occupants are breathing over
and over again the air which they are themselves vitiating.
The use of a cellar as a sleeping-room is now forbidden, and
there would appear to be equal need for prohibiting the like
use of an unventilated box-room, as described by Dr. Warry.
It is disquieting to find that they are legalized by the Building
Acts.

TENANTS AND INSANITARY COTTAGES.
IN his report for 1910 Dr. J. Howard-Jones, Medical Officer of
Health of the county borough of Newport, points out that the
tenants of cottages are largely to blame for the unsatisfactory
and insanitary conditions of a large number of dwellings.
Acting upon his advice, therefore, a notice is now served upon
the tenants of those houses in Newport which have been
recently repaired or renovated, pointing out that it is the
occupier's duty to keep the premises generally clean and in
a sanitary condition, and that any neglect in this respect will
be followed by a prosecution under the Public Health Aets.

INFECTIOUS DISEASE AND SCHOOL ATTENDANCE.
OF the 166 deaths from measles which occurred during 1910 in
the metropolitan borough of Islington, 153 were among children
under 5 years of age. When commenting on this fact in his
annual report, Dr. A. E. Harris states that the only conclusion
to come to is that the lives of many of these children might
have been saved if they had not been sent to school, where they
were brought into contact with the disease. He considers that
there is no reason for the attendance of such young children at
school, for they learn nothing, but at the same time are kept in
confinement and in sitting postures which are absolutely detri-
mental to their future development. They should be kept at
home and allowed to play in the fresh air, for even that of the
streets or back yards would be found purer than the air of the
schoolrooms, which soon becomes contaminated by the large
number of children in the class-rooms. If the State, he says,
insists on these children being taken daily from their homes,
instead of making cr6ches of the schoolrooms it would be better
to provide playgrounds in the open air, with shelters as a pro-
tection against rain, at centres in different parts of the borough,
where the children, under a suitable and less expensive class of
teacher than is at present employed, could be taught to play
and to develop their little bodies so as to enable them success-
fully to resist any attacks of infectious diseases which might
happen to come their way.

POWERS OF SANITARY INSPECTORS.
A CORRESPONDENT asks if a sanitary inspector has any authority

to inspect a house after a death (not from any infectious
trouble) ?

*** The power of entry possessed by the metropolitan
borough councils is obtained from Section 10 of the Public
Health (London) Act, 1891, which reads: " The sanitary
authority shall have a right to enter from time to time any
premises for the purpose of examining as to the existence
thereon of any nuisance liable to be dealt with summarily
under this Act, at any hour by day, or in the case of a nuisance
arising in respect of any business, then at any hour when
that business is in progress or is usually carried on."
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