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THE OXFORD SYSTEM OF SYPHILIS.

TIE fiftlh volume of the System of Syphilis of the Oxford
Medical Publications1 is made up of four sections-namely,
Tile Affections of the Skin in Syphilis (by Phineas
Abral'am and Haldin Davis); Ocular Syphilis (by Devereux
Marshall); Aural Syphilis (by Ernest West); and Syphilis
;in the Upper Air Passages (by StClair Thomson). The
cutaneous manifestations of syphilis are described at
lengtlh in 180 pages, illustrated by 30 plates, most of
them being direct-colour photographs. The subject is
introduced by a cllapter on the history and general aspects.
The belief that syphilis was known to the Chinese many
centuries ag,o has lnot been confirmed by recent literary
researell. Bedthencourt should be de B6thencourt, an early
writer on lues. The pathology and classification of
syphilides is dealt with at some length, and the various
k-inds fully described. It is not sufficiently brought out
,that bullous syplhilides may occur, though very rarely, in
the secondary stage of acquired syphilis, and the possibility
of a drug (the ordinary blood mixtures so extensively
advertised, and'which contain potassium iodide) being the
real cause must of course be excluded. The later cutaneous
manifestations of syphilis are passed in review. A chapter
is also devoted to the diagnosis, including the differential
dliagnosis, of syphilides, but this important subject might
well have been a little more fully developed. Syphilis of the
imucous membranes and the eruptions of congenital syphilis
are next dealt with; and the section concludes with some very
short remarks on treatment. This was, perhaps, inevitable on
account of the overlapping of contributions. Altogether,
this cutaneous section is a readable and fair accouLnt of a
very complicated stubject. No doubt in future systems
clinical diagnosis and differential diagnosis will be done
away with altogether, the training, from a clinical point of
view, in the knowledge of skin diseases and syphilis (for
both must be mastered) not being compulsory in London,
and men becoming more and more dependent on the
laboratory for a diagnosis in cases that are obviously
syphilitic, for instance.

Syphilis of the eye takes up some fifty pages and is
illuistrated by thirteen plates. In the differential diagnosis
of a chancre from a breaking-down gumma, it is stated
that tiiune will quickly settle the matter in case of doubt,
and also that a secondary rash will quickly follow. Usually
there is nio diffictulty in coming to a conclusion, but surely
if tliert be any doubt the treponema should be souglht for,
and no time lost in initiating treatment. About the same
antount of space is devoted to aural syphilis, with one
plate (after Manasse), and the author gives a summary
review of conditions that, since the introduction of sal-
varsan, appear to occupy more and more attention.

Syphilis in the upper air passages concludes the volume
(56 pages and 7 plates), and gives a survey of primary,
secondary, and tertiary syplhilitic manifestations, with
their diagnosis and treatment. As to skin-reaction tests,
.it has recently been shown that positive results may occur
in cases of syphilis as well as in tuberculosis.

Tile sixth and last volume is devoted to syplhilis in
relation to the public services, the contributors being naval
and mnilitary surgeons. Sir Alfred Keogh leads off witl
a clear introduction in which he insists on the importance
of the study of syplhilis. It cannot be too often repeated
that the attentioni paid in our schools to this great pan.
denlic disease lhas been quite inadequate. Sir Alfred
Keoglh says
Tilat the Contagious Diseases Acts are Inot successful the ex-
perience of the Continent proves. Vrenereal diseases of allinlds still prevail in Paris and Berlin amongst the civil
l)opulation, and there is not the slightest reason to believethlat they are less frequent there thani in London or Edinburgh.
He adds, further, that the clandestine prostitute will

alw-ays evade their miiesh. Some optimistic scientists imiay,judg(ling from recent opinions expressed, believe that the
newv Ehlrlich-Hata remedy will bainislh syphilis, but this is
a verydoubtful lope. Lieutenant-Colonel Melville writes on
tlle history and epidemiology of syphilis in the more

A System o.f Sypnfhilis. Edited by D'Arcy Power, M.B.Oxon..F.l.C.S.; and J. Keogh Murphy, M.B.Cantab., F.R.C.S. Vol. v.London: Frowde. and Hodder and Stoughton. 1910. (Sup. roy. 8vo,vol. v; plates 53; pp. 356. Vol. vi, pp)P.514; plates 17. £2 2s. each volume.
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importanlt armies. In the initroduction-historical survey
-the author refers to Fergusson's views as to the
immunity of the Portuguese to syphilis as compared to the
virulence of the disease in, the Britislh troops during the
Peninsular war; but lie does niot point out that Fergusson
changed fiis opinioiis on this subject, and admnitted
later that the bad results amonig our troops was
due to tIme way mercury was administered, laying
aside at the same time his theory as to the ex-
liaustion of syphilis among the Portuguese.2 Moreover,
Fergusson, like many others both in his time and since,
included soft sores. Lieutenant-Colonel Melville's con-
tribution is very full, and is illustrated by maps and
statistics. Captain L. W. Harrison is to be congratulated
on his excellent monograplh dealing with the patho-
logy and microbiology of syphilis as applied to the
public services. His contribution should prove of
great value to those in civil practice as well as to
members of the public services. Major C. E. Pollock
gives a very clear account of the clintical course and
treatment of syphilis in the army. He favours
the use of intramuscular injection, and the details as to
technique and so forth are clearly given. The article is
illustrated by some good direct-colour and other photo-
graphs. The remainder of the volume is devoted to
matters naval. Surgeon C. N. Fiske, of the U.S. Navy,
contributes an article on the noteworthy features of
syphilis in that service; Fleet Surgeon Mourilyan, R.N.,
deals with the epidemiology of syphilis in. the Royal
Navy; and Staff Surgeon Charles K. Bushe, R.N.,
-with the practical treatment of syphilis afloat. He
touches on the subject of compulsory proplhylactic
measures such as these obtaining in the German navy, aiid
contends that it would be improper to deny to men those
measures of prophylaxis which knowledge has placed at
our disposal. Treatment by means of intramuscuilar
injections of insoluble mercurial preparations has been
found to possess advantages, but some naval surgeons still
adhere to older methods. Staff Surgeon W. Perceval Yetts,
R.N., contributes a short paper on the value of Justus's
test. Altogether the volume, notwithstanding the unavoid-
able repetitions by contributors writing independently, is
a good one, and will be of particular value to those
members of our profession who belong to the military
services.

DERMATOLOGY.
THE fifth edition of Dr. NORMAN WALKER'S Introduction
to Dermatology3 has recently been issued. Dr. Walker
has rewritten the book, adhering to the lines that lhave
made his introduction so successful. In previous reviews
the merits of this work have been fully dealt with and
recognized. The present edition is a further improve-
ment, and as an introduction to a difficult subject it can be
strongly recommended to students and non-specialists as a
clear account which can be read with pleasure. There is
a personal character about the book that makes it valuable
for the dermatologist as well. Several coloured plates
taken from the excellent casts of Dr. Cranston Low and
Miss Rae have been added. The book is published by
Messrs. William Green and Sonis of Edinburgh, aind their
part of the work is well done.

Dr. DUNCAN BULKLEY of New York has publislhed a
course of lectures on the local treatment in diseases of the
skin4 whicll reflect the restults of hiis experience. He
deals with the subject in a practical way, and a perusal of
hiis remarks should prove of great value. The treatment
of cutaneous diseases is niot all a simple mllatter, as some
medical men-and mlany niurses, too believe. Just
writing ouLt a prescription, usually with the very latest
adlvertised remedy, is no use at all unless the patient is
made to uniderstand (not an easy matter in many cases)
how to apply the lotion or ointiiieilt, or otlher applicaticn
ordered. If skiii troubles could be dealt with on tlie

2 The point has been threshed out anid settled by Dr. George
Ogilvie in his paper on Sypihilis among British Troops in Portugal.
1812, etc. (B)eit. Journ. Deem.., x, 1898, p. 232.)

3 An Introduction to Dermatology. ByN Normani WValker, M.D.,
F.R.C.P. Fifth edition. Edinburah andl London: William Gtreen
and Sons. 1911. (Medium 8vo, pp. 346; 43 coloured plates and
79 illustrations. Price 12s.)

4 Princples and Application of Local Treatmnent ini Diseases of thle
Sk1in. Bty L Duncain Butlkley, A.M., M.D. New York aud London:
Reblnan. 1911. (Quarto fap. Ipp. 130. Price 4s.Ad.)
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penny-in-the-slot system, there would be no need for
studying these morbid,conditions. Frequently it is difficult
to make even trained nurses sec what is really required.
Dr. Bulkley's book will certainly help many practitioners
to carry out treatment in an adequate manner, and there-
fore with better results. But for any one to think that
dermatological kmowledge can be acquired by listening to
a lecture now and then and making a note of many
formulae merely shows a simplicity that is singularly out
of place in a practitioner of medicine. Why not go back
to amulets, charms, and talismans? Though the author
writes specially about local treatment, on this occasion he
does not fail to call attention to general treatment adapted
for the needs of each individual case. Altogether the book
is one to be read, and can be recommended.

There is apparently no end to short cuts to knowledge of
(liseases of the skin.5 One of the latest is from the pen of
Dr. FELIX PINKUS, who reviews the various cutaneous and
venereal ills in very rapid manner. The book belongs to a
Leitfaident series-vade-mecums, sign-posts, or paths which
but too often degenerate into mere trails or even snail tracks,
leading no-whither in particular. In this age of pap or
spoon feeding such volumes are falling as thickly as leaves
in Vallombrosa-leaves that not only rustle but give forth
sounds in many languages, an aerial Babel or babble.
The book is what is considered an introduction, and
as such nmay serve-must serve-some one, otherwise
publishers would not issue so much printed matter. The
illustrations are, in the majority of cases, poor. A
correspondent once wrote to Mark Twain asking him
if fish were good for the brain, and got the following
reply, " Yes, begin with a whale." Of a very different
class is another book on our list. In issuing an
Epitoml-ized Index to the twenty-one volumes of the
British Journal of Dermatology,6 Dr. WINKELRIED
WILLIAMS has rendered a great service to writers on
dermatological subjects. The value of an ordinary index
is great, but the author has gone furtller, for he has
epitomized the various papers of the periodical- under
notice-a labour of love indeed. That the Germans have
not a complete monopoly of patient workers in arid fields
this index is a proof. The book can be strongly recom-
mended to workers in the domain of dermatology. There
are few misprints considering the nature of the book:
Adiposis delerosa for Adiposis dolorosa; Cuttaneous
distrophy for Cutaneous dystrophy, etc. It was a good
idea to interleave with blank pages for the con-
venience of those with sufficient time wishing to
continue the index.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES OF THE SKIN AND
MUCOSA.

THE, seventeenth fasciculus of the Traite d'Hygience
originally started by the late Professor Brouardel and
Dr. E. Mosny, but which is now published under the
directioll of Professor CHANTEMESSE and Dr. E. MosNy, is
devoted to the etiology and prophylaxis of diseases trans-
initted via the skin and orificial mucous membranes.7 The
thick volume of 720 pages is made up of a series of mono-
graphs by experts, and it may be stated at once that the
authors have done their work exceedingly well. The
various diseases have been exhaustively dealt with from
the points of view of etiology and prophylaxis in an
admirably clear manner. It would be impossible, in the
space allotted, to do justice to the various sections, which
embrace the microbial diseases, including those trans-
mitted to man from animals, and the numerous morbid
conditions of the skin arising from animal and vegetable
parasites (Achalme).

Malaria is most thoroughly dealt with in a masterly way
by Edouard and Etienne Sergent, who also contribute the
chapter on blackwater fever, Marchoux writes on yellow

B Hart-und Geschlechts-Krankheiten. Von Dr. Felix Pinkus.
Leipzig: Klinkhardt. 1910. (Sup. roy. 8vo, pp. 283; 68 illustrations.
6An Epitomized Index of Dermatological Literature. An Epitome

of Volumes 1 to 21 inclusive of the British Journal of Dermatology.
By A. Winkelried Williams, M.B., C.M.Edin., D.P.H.Lond., etc.
LJondon : H. K. Laewis. 1910. (Roy. 8vo, pp. 275. 12s. 6d.)

7 Traibl d'Hgiine. Fasc. xsvii. Etiologie et prophylaxie des
mnaladies tranesmissibles par 1a peasz et les muqueuses exsternes. Par
Achalme, Ed. et Et. Sergent, Marchoux, Simond, Ljevaditi. Thoinot,
Rirbierre, Morax, Jeanseime, Merchotte. Paris: J. B. Baillilae et fils.
1911. (SUP. roy. 8vo, pp. 746; 199 ilaures. Fr. 16.)

fever, Simond on plague, Levaditi on recurrent fevers,
Tlhoinot and Ribierre on typhus, anld Morax on the coln-
tagious ophtlhalhiiias. All these subjects are hlandled in a
clear, up-to-date, and conscientious inanner.
One of the most importzint monographs is that on

syplhilis and venereal diseases genelally, by Jeanselme.
It should be read by every one conversant with the Frencl
language, for it deals witlh the subject in a manner whicl
slhould serve as a model. It is interesting to note, in
passing, that Jeanselme considers congenital (or so-called
hereditary) syphilis is "in the great majority of cases, if
not in all," transmitted through the mother-a point that
lhas been insisted on by Matzenauer, whose excellent
monograph was reviewed in these columns some years ago,
Pernet, and others. But the direct paternal origin is
still adhered to by the majority, especially in France, so
that Jeanselme's contrary opinion is a sign that opinions
are undergoing a change across the Channel. The quality
being so good all through, it would perhaps be hyper-
critical to call attention to an error on the part of the
writer on erythrasma. He refers to dhobie itch as a
disease that "appears to be merely an inflamed ery-
thrasma"; this is not correct, as the fungus found in
erythrasma is quite different from the fungus found in
dhobie itch, in which there are at least three different
species of trichophyton, more recently called epidermo-
phyton-namely, E. cruris, E. perneti, E. rubruvn
(Castellani).8 A curious printer's error is the heading--
" Syphilis aqueuse" for " S. acquise." The volume is so
well written that it should prove indispensable.

WAR MEDALS AND DECORATIONS.
FOR upwards of twenty years Dr. PAYNE has been an
enthusiastic collector, and his cabinets contain no fewer
than 2,500 medals and decorations, 500 of which were
awarded to officers.9 Many of these are of priceless
value, while the collection as a whole is representative of
all that is best, both historically and artistically, of the
honours conferred on our soldiers and sailors for gallant
deeds and duties manfully done. The author's original
idea was to prepare merely a catalogue of his treasures,
but he found the work so absorbing and of such deep
interest that his effort has developed into a large volume,
beautifully and profusely illustrated by reproductions froml
his collection. The book begins with a list of military
officers, arranged according to rank, whose decorations
are in Dr. Payne's possession. This includes almost
every grade of service from that of a field-marshal down-
wards, and is followed by a similar list of naval officers,
headed by Admiral Lord Gambier, who commanded the
expedition to Copenhagen in 1807. In both lists, as miglht
be expected, the medical departments of the services are
well represented. A considerable portion of the work is
taken up in describing the features and distinctive marks
of various decorations and the history of their origin.
To the ordinary reader the most fascinating part of the

book will be found in the pages dealing with the bio-
graphies of the officers and men who were the recipients
of the more important decorations in Dr. Payne's collec-
tion. We can cordially recommend the volume to all who
are interested in the subject. Apart from its high intrinsic
value, it is an object lesson of the amount of work whielc
can be done by a busy practititioner during his odd houLrs
of leisure.

8 See Castellani and Chalmers, Manual of Tropical Medicinie, 1S9C,
for fuller details.
9 A Handbook of British and Foreign Orders, War Medals, antd

Decorations Awarded to the Arm?I and Navy. By A. A. Paync,
T. IRfl. P mT?1l.[ hF,f.hAffilAlt ,T. W. Northnd-. 1911. (Pmn Asll 31s. fid.)

NOTES ON BOOKS.
MR. W. BRUCE HEPBURN'S book on Dental MlIetallargy o
will certainly, as the author hopes, be useful " to dentl1
students preparing for the British, Colonial, and Americann
dental degrees." Thediscussion of the preparation of metals;
from their ores has been cut down to reasonable limits,
but yet bulks largely in the book. The chapter on the
behaviour of metals in the mouth suggests fields for useful
research. Those on alloys, casting of metals, tempering,
and pyrometry, though short, are full of useful informa-

10Notes on Dental Metalluroy, fox the use of Dental Students and
Practitionters. By W. Bruce Hepburn, L.D.S.Glasg., Lecturer on
Dental Metallurgy, Glasgow. London: Bailli6re. Tindall, and Cox.
1911. (Cr. 8vo, pp. 221. 5s.)
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