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to which special departwents of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
are devoted will be found under their respective headings.

QUlERIES.

L. R. C. asks whether there is any better astringent local
application for chronic internal haemorrhoids than the old
ung. gallae e opio.

S. ¢D. C. would be grateful for information of Dr. Thomas
Goodman, whose appointment as Physician-in-Ordinary to
King George II appears in the London Gazette, October 7th.
1727. Dr. Goodman's name does not appear in Munk's Roll of
the Royal College of Physiciatns nor in the Dictionary of
National Biography.

TREATMENT OF FLAT-FOOT.
BODMIN asks for advice in the treatment of flat-foot. He has

tried the effect of the Swedish exercise termed " heels raised "
which means walking round for a few minutes on the toes
with the heels well raised from the ground. He suspects that
in some cases it makes the condition worse. He wishes to
know whether an arch instep would be of use as a curative
agent.

COFFEE.

M.D., D.P.H. writes: I should like to know whether it is
generally recognized that Java is less deleterious to the
nervous system than " Mocha" coffee. That has been the
experience in my own circle, and I have recently heard such
an assertion ma-de by my cook, a German, as if it were a well-
known thing. The Java has another advantage-it is much
cheaper. INCOME TAx.

ONE IN DIFFICULTY writes: A., B., and C. are partners. The
profits of the practice are divided as follows: A. receives one-
half and B. and C. each one-quarter. C. leaves the partner-
ship on September 30th, 1909, and his part of the practice is
sold to D., while A. and B. continue in partnership and make
a new agreement whereby A. receives two-thirds of the profits
and B. one-third. In assessing his income for income tax,
B. in April, 1910, sends in Form No. 11, calculating his profits
on the average of the three years ending March 31st, 1910-
that is, on a quarter share of profits received from April lst,
1907, to March 31st, 1908; from April 1st, 1908, to March 31st,
1909; from April 1st, 1909, to September 30th, 1909; and one-
third share of profits received from October, 1909, to March
31st, 1910. In October, 1910, the surveyor of taxes informs
B. that " in estimating the averages it is not a question of
averaging the income of A. and B., but of averaging the profits
of the praotice, and, in arriving at the average, the actual
profits of the practice, including C.'s profits, must be taken
for the three years 1907, 1908, and 1909, and that average will
be a figure for the assessment for 1910-11, and this assessment
will be divisible as between A. and B., in accordanee with the
profits of each under the arrangement." The surveyor sees
that this method would be disadvantageous to A. and B., and
therefore wishes their income to be assessed on the actual
profits received by each partner during the first year of the
new agreement--that is, from October lst, 1909, to September
30th, 1910. This last method, though fairer than the previous
one, yields a larger figure than the method adopted by B.
What should B. do?

*** The method proposed by B. is not in accordance with
the system of the Income Tax Acts, and B. cannot insist on
its adoption. He will be well advised to accept the solution
proposed by the surveyor.

DERMATITIS EXFOLIATIVA.
R. F. 0. writes: I have a somewhat serious case of dermatitis

exfoliativa, of a relapsing character. It has supervened on a
sharp attack of influenza, five weeks since. In that five
weeks he has had three attacks of the desquamation, each
attack preceded by rigors, prickling heat of -the body, head-
ache (left side), dimness of sight, temperature rising to about
1020 and malaise, with very febrile urine. He got over the
influenza as well as most cases do, and got up. He was
treated with sodium salicylate, and after getting up with an
acid mixture with quinine, and as there was some irritation of
the skin, arsenic with it. He did well for a few days, and
then developed the first attack, which did not seem to be so
very severe, but each one has been more and more
severe. The body was and has been before each attack
red all over. Icannot see any other diagnosis but that of
dermatitis exfoliativa. I am treating the attacks as they recur
with a diuretic mixture, rest in bed, andocareful diet, and no
stimulants.

R. H. S.-We have madeinquiries of a numberof bacteriological
experts and others, but have failed to trace any description of
a serum treatment of diabetes mellitusa This disease has, we
believe, been treated by means of a vaccine on one or two
ocesioliS, but no published accouts of the form of case or;of
the results can be foud.

F. D.-Our correspondent will find details of the treatment as
to which he asks for information in Professor P. W. Latham's
Pathology and Treatment of Rheumatoid Arthritis (Deighton,
Bell and' Company, Cambridge, or George Bell and Sons
London, price ls. 6d.).

IMMUNITY.
SOCIOLOGIST.-A simple treatment of a highly complex and
contrqversial subject like the modern doctrines of immunity
does not exist, but some of the works are less technical than
others. Among the simplest and fairest general surveys with
which we are acquainted,-we should place Dr. d'Este Emers's
book, Immunity and Specific Therapy (Lewis, 1909). and the
chapter on immunity in Clifford Allbutt and Rolleston's
Setem of liedicine, written by Profesor Ritchie, among the
first and best.

RHEUMATOID ARTHRITIS.
DR. JAS. P. BOLTON (Nottingham) writes: " Arthritis " would

find the remedy he needs for rheumatoid arthritis in high.
frequency current massage.

DR. F. P. ATKINSON (Bexhill.on. Sea) writes: In reply to,
-Arthritis," allow me to suggest the application each day
of Chili paste, and over' this a wet compress (changed night
and morning). This is a favourite method with hydropaths,
and I think he might also try with advantage Naline's
" Histogenol," which is a combination of nucleopsarine and
disodic methylarseniate. It may be obtained of Messrs.
Roberts and Co., New Bond Street.

Dr. H. J. THORP (Ipswich) writes: I recommend the following
treatment:

1 Am. chlor. ... ... ... ... gr. xv
Pot. iodi ... ... ... gr. iij
Ac. arbol ........ . ........ gr. 1J
Sp. menth. pip. ... ... ... gr. v
Aq. chlorof. ... ... ...
Glycerin ... . ...588M. T. d. s. in water. Sulphur as an aperient.
Guaiacol .. .. .. .. ,
Tr. iodi ... ... ... ... 3vij

M. Ft. lin. To be painted on3the affected joints night and
morning.

LETTRSB, NOTES, ETC.
ANEURYSM5 OF THE AORTA.

IN a paper by Dr. Jordan on the Roentgen-ray appearances of
intrathoracic aneurysm, which appeared in our issue for
November 19th, a mistake occurred at the bottom of the
second column of p. 1576. By the dropping out of a letter the
word intended to be used, mely, " fuility," was converted
into " utility." The paragraph describes a case in which a
pulsating abdominal tumour (which prima facie might have
been connected with the liver) been diagnosed as an
aneurysm of the abdominal aorta. An x-ray examination
shovwed that this diagnosis was correct, but that the thoracic
aorta was uniformly dilated throughout its entire length.
The futility of surgical treatment of the abdominal condition
was therefore placed beyond doubt.
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ERRATA.
IN a leading article on the Dresden Hygiene Exhibition which
appeared in the BRIrISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of November 19th,
reference was made to Lord Lytton as "Chairman" of the
Board of Trade. Though this inadvertence is so obvious as
scarcely to require. corretion, we desire to apologize to Lord
Lytton for the mistake. He should, of course, have been
described as Cbairman of the Royal Commission for the
International Exhibitions of Brussels. Turin. and Rome.
In the article on " Miner's Nystagmus " by Mr. H. S.

Elworthy, F.R.C.S.,in the JOURNAL of November 19th, P. 1378.
col. 2, line 13, the word" not " was inadvertently.omitted. The
sentence should read: " 4. Mixed.-An alternating lateral and
vertical nystagmus in irregular sequence, producing not rota-
tion but irregular movements."IThis is intended to describe
those cases in which the movements of the eyes are in every
direetion. withontAnv orderl evennmee-
We regret that, in the leaderette on "Pseudo-Hourglass

Stomach," in the same issue of 'the JOURNAL, p. 1648, Dr.
Arthur F. Hertz should have been referred to throughout as
"Dr. Herz."
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