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(FROM OUR SPECIAL OORRESPONDENTS.]

LONDON.

REARRANGEMENT OF CORONERS' DISTRICTS.
THE Public Control Committee reported to the London
County Council on October 11th with regard to the
rearrangement of the coroners' districts in Central
London, and the appointment of a successor to Dr.
G. Danford Thomas. Under the Coroners Act, 1892,
a vacancy must be filled within three months of its
occurrence; the new appointment must therefore be
made not later than November 5th. In consequence
of the size of the central coroner's district the Council
in 1891 decided that when vacated the district should
be divided into two, the division to be made as nearly
as possible on the basis of the number of inquests.
Owing to the Council being in recess when the present
vacancy occurred, time did not permit of the neces-
sary steps being taken before November 5th to effect
an alteration of the boundaries of the district. The
Committee proposed, therefore, that a coroner should
be appointed to the district as at present constituted,
but at a salary based upon the work in the portion of
the district which would be left to him after the
boundaries had been rearranged.
In 1895, the report continued, the Council passed

a series of resolutions directed at improving the
conditions under which the duties of coroner were
performed. It was then pointed out that in London
there were ten coroners whose duties and salaries
varied considerably, that it appeared probable that
a smaller number would suffice under new arrange-
ments, and that it would be more dignified if the
position of coroners approximated more to that of
stipendiary magistrates, with districts about equal in
the amount of work, and salaries not dependent on
the number of inquests held, and with proper courts,
including a clerk and other officials necessary in a
court of inquiry. The recent departmental committee
largely endorsed this view, and a bill now before the
House of Commons put the matter in a definite shape.
As to the new appointment, therefore, regard should
be had to the possibility of alteration of the law.
The Committee had come to the conclusion that the

arrangement foreshadowed in 1891 was hardly desir-
able, and that instead of forming an additional dis-
trict, certain modifications should be made in the
coroners' districts north of the Thames. The boroughs
of Paddington and St. Marylebone should be transferred
from the central district to the western district, and
the portion of Finsbury known as the parish of St.
Luke should be transferred from the north-eastern to
the central district. This rearrangement would divide
the work about equally between the four coroners'
districts north of the Thames, and the work of each
district (the Committee thought) would not be beyond
the powers of a coroner who devoted his whole time
to the duties of his office. The new western district
would comprise: Hammersmith, Fulham, Kensington,
Chelsea, Paddington, and St. Marylebone with an
aggregate population of 839,024, a total of deaths in
1909 of 11,220, and ah average number of inquests
during five years of 1,035. The new central district
would contain Hampstead, St. Pancras, Islington,
Holborn, and Finsbury, with a population of 831,903, a

total of deaths of 11,927, and an average number of
inquests of 1,118.
On the question of salaries the Committee stated

that it had been the practice to calculate a coroner's
salary upon the basis of a definite sum per inquest
and the average number of inquests held, bub the
Committee proposed that a departure should be made
'from this practice. Hitherto the basis had been 30s.
per inquest until the salary reached £1,350, but no
salary went beyond that amount unless the average
=umber of inquests held, on a basis of 21s. per inquest,
would produce a higher salary. The earlier basis of

6s. 8d. per inquest, with an allowanoe of 9d. a mile

for travelling expenses, had been reverted to in the
case of some of the districts. The Committee recom-
mended that the salary of the new coroner for the
central district should be £1,250 a year, this amount
to be regarded as including £250 to meet the expenses
of the office, comprising payment of deputy, provision
of office accommodation, clerical help, etc. If the
Council made the proposed rearrangement of dis-
tricts, additional work would fall on Mr. C. Luxmoore
Drew, the Coroner for the Western District, whose
salary should be raised from £1,126 to £1,400. 1-n
fixing these salaries the Committee had in mind the
possibility that an amendment of the law might pro-
vide for the pensioning of whole-time coroners with-
out requiring them to contribute by a deduction fronm
their salaries. The adoption of the scheme outlined
would effect a saving of nearly £800 a year.
The Committee recommended that a petition be

presented to the King praying him to order the
alterations proposed in the coroners' districts; that
notice thereof be given to the coroners, and that
they be consulted before the petition was pre-
sented ; and that an advertisement be issued
inviting applications for the appointment to the
Central District.
When the report came up for consideration at the

meeting of the Council, a member asked whether
persons who had written to members of the Council
asking for votes in furtherance of their candidature
would be disqualified under the standing orders from
offering themselves for election.
The Chairman replied that if such letters had been

written they were highly improper, but, as the position
had not yet been advertised, technically no breach
of the standing orders had been committed.
The recommendations of the Public Control Com-

mittee were then agreed to.

MEDICAL TREATMENT OF SCHOOL CHILDREN.
The Council approved the recommendations of the

Education Committee that arrangements be entered
into with the Poplar Hospital for Accidents and a local
committee at Deptford for the dental treatment of a
certain number of local school children.' The pro-
posal to transfer the experimental scheme for the
treatment by the " Queen's " nurses of children
suffering from suppuratiiog ears from the Hackney to,
the Paddington district2 was also approved. The
Finance Committee observed, with reference to this
matter, that the apparent failure of the experiment in
two districts raised the question of the general
efficacy of the policy, and the Education Committee
had been asked to give further particulars as to its
reasons for thinking that a change of districts would
solve the difficulty.

MANOHESTER.

EAST LANCASHIRE TERRITORIAL FIELD AMBULANCE.
IT is announced that men of the Field Ambulance or
the East Lancashire Territorial Division are invited to,
attend a course of lectures on field ambulance work at
the Manchester Royal Infirmary. The course will begin
on November 2nd, and the class will be held on each
succeeding Wednesday for six weeks. Members of the
field ambulance who wish to attend this course are
asked to send in their names to the orderly room
as soon as possible. The efficiency year ends on
October 31st, and men who have not completed the
minimum number of drills required by the regula-
tions, or have not fired their musketry course, will
be liable to the penalties which attach to non-
efficiency.

SANITARY INSPECTORS' ASSOCIATION.
At a meeting of the North-West Centre of the Sani-

tary Inspectors' Association, on October 8th, an
address was given by Dr. F. Vacher, who is President
of the Centre, and who recently retired from the post
of Medical Officer of Health for the County of Cheshire.

1 BRiTiSE MEDICAL JOURNAL, July 23rd, P. 220.
2 Ibid., August 6th, 1910, p. 345.
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Dr. Vacher said the sanitary inspector of to-day
needed much higher training and qualifications than
formerly. Among other qualifications he should be
able to recognize cases of infectious disease. It
might be said that this was rather the work of the
medical officer of health or the medical practitioner,
but there were many cases of infectious disease which
never came under the care or notice of medical practi-
tioners, and unless they were discovered by the sani-
tary inspectors they would never receive the attention
needed, and would certainly never be dealt with as
they ought to be in the interests of the community.
It was pleasing to see how well women sanitary
inspectors had been received wherever they had been
appointed. The inspection of common lodging-houses
used by women was only possible and satisfactory
where there were women sanitary inspectors. They
were also necessary where prompt notification of
births was required, and they alone could best advise
and instruct young and ignorant mothers as to the
care of children. The sphere of their usefulness
would in the future certainly be greatly extended.
With regard to training, he suggested that boys pro-
posing to become sanitary inspectors should leave
school at the age of 12 in order to get a knowledge of
office work. When asked to explain this, Dr. Vacher
said he thought that the curriculum of modern schools
was burdened with many unnecessary subjects. Boys
left school with a smattering of Latin, Greek, French,
German, mathematics, or physics, and to make room
for these things not so much care was being bestowed
on the three R's and on simple English history and
geography as there used to be. It waas not creditable
that a boy should have a smattering of subjects of
which he would make but little use and no more than
a smattering of the really important things.

LIVERPOOL.
APPOINTMENT TO BROWNLOW HILL WORKHOUSE.

THE Select Vestry of Liverpool has appointed Mr.
Arthur J. Evans to succeed Dr. W. Alexander as Sur-
geon to the Brownlow Hill Workhouse. Mr. Evans is
39 years of age; he was educated at University College,
London, and took his qualification as M.R.C.S. and
L.R.C.P. in 1899; last year he took the Fellowship
of the Edinburgh College of Surgeons. During the
present year Mr. Evans was elected Honorary Surgeon
to the Liverpool Stanley Hospital. Mr. Evans was a
volunteer surgeon during the South African war, and
in 1904 was a member of an expedition to investigate
tropical disease in West Africa; he was also present
-in 1907 during the earthquake at Kingston, Jamaica,
when he rendered distinguished service. The appoint-
ment is important, as the surgeon is in charge of half
the wards of a hospital which contains about 1,000
patients, and the surgical half includes, besides sur-
gical beds, wards for maternity cases, for infants, for
epileptics and lunatics. The duties were not defined in
the advertisement, but are presumably the same as
those performed by Dr. Alexander except that the
vaccinations have been given to the physician, Dr.
Nevins. Considerable public interest has been shown
in the election, letters and leading articles having
appeared in the local papers evincing some distrust
in the elective body on account of its alleged ten-
dency to settle appointments on party and religious
lines. It is a matter for regret that this opportunityhas not been taken to divide the duties among a
larger and more specialized staff, as it is impossible to
find the qualifications for such varied work combined
in one individual.

APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT TO MEDICAL OFFICER
OF HEALTH.

Another important appointment has been made in
Liverpool, which in one respect is in contrast with
the workhouse appointment-that is, in the number
of candidates. In the one case eleven men applied
for the post, all of whom were local practitioners
except one, while for the second appointment there
were fifty-eight applicants. The new post that has

just been formed is that of Assistant to the Medical
Officer of Health to undertake the following duties:
To visit the homes of persons suffering from tuberculosis who

have been in-patients at Fazakerley Hospital, or notified under
the Order of the Local Government Board, with a view to ascer-
tain that medical instructions are being followed, and to remind
or advise the patient, when necessary, as to the precautions to
be observed.
To note and report to the medical officer of health any home

conditions likely to influence the disease, either in regard to the
patient or to those living with him.
To keep systematic records of visits or revisits, and of the

conditions found, and to submit these to the medical officer of
health, and to carry out any other duty or investigation which
the Health Committee may direct.

The choice of the Health Committee fell upon a
local candidate, Dr. W. L. Hawksley, who has held
appointments as house-surgeon and house-physician
in the David Lewis Northern Hospital, and as resident
medical officer in the Liverpool South Dispensary.
He was also in charge of the special tuberculosis
wards of the Corporation at Fazakerley Hospital for
nearly two years. He was then appointed one of the
school medical officers. The new appointment is a
whole-time one at a salary of £250 per annum, rising
to £300.

MEDICAL SERVICE.
The annual special service for medical men will be

held in St. Luke's Church on Sunday, October 23rd, St.
Luke's Day being Tuesday, the 18th. The preacher will
be the Right Rev. Francis Paget, Bishop of Oxford, and
a son of Sir James Paget, the surgeon. A collection
made will be devoted to the Medical Benevolent Fund.
Academic garb will be worn.

LEEDS.

FIRE AT THE GENERAL INFIRMARY.
AN outbreak of fire occurred at the General Infirmary
on the morning of Friday, October 7th; it resulted
in the destruction of the roof of one of the blocks,
but was happily unattended with loss of life or
injury to any of the inmates. Some doubt must exist
as to the exact origin of the fire, but in the opinion of
some of the firemen engaged it must have been
smouldering for some time in the false roof of the
block where it was first detected from the outside.
Flames were freely arising from the roof before those
on duty in the ward grasped that there was anything
wrong; and, indeed, information was first conveyed to
the nurses on duty by the firemen who had been
promptly summoned. The removal of the patients
from the block was, of course, at once decided on, and
so speedily was this effeoted by the nurses, residents,
and porters that at no time was there any danger to
the inmates. The prompt removal of some 90 patients
from the three floors of the block without at any
time the slightest manifestation of panic, without
undue fuss, and with a deliberate celerity which must'
have been most reassuring to the patients, was a pro-
ceeding which reflected great credit on every one, and
illustrates the fact that good discipline, to whatever
cause it may be primarily directed, can be usefully
employed in emergencies of any kind. Although
many offers of help from neighbouring institutions
were kindly offered it was found possible to find accom-
modation for all the patients removed from the block.
Some were sent to the semi convalescent hospital, from
which those who were sufficiently well were sent to
their homes; others found accommodation in one of
the large wards which had just been overhauled and
was almost ready for occupation, and the remainder
were distributed, in the other wards. Beyond the
closure of the out-patient department for the afternoon
the work of the infirmary was not inxterrupted. At a
meeting of the board held on Friday afternoon, a few
hours after the fire had been got under, instructions
were given to the architect to get out specifications
for the restoration of the block. The damage will
probably be represented by a sum of £3,000, and
though the building is insured some financial loss to
the institution is bound to occur. Leeds and York-
shire at large is, however, proud of this hospital, whose
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official title is not the " Leeds Infirmary," but " The
General Infirmary at Leeds," and practical manifesta-
tion of sympathy will not be wanting in the
emergency.

BIRMINGHAM.

A NEW SANATORIUM FOR CONSUMPTIVES.
THE Health Committee of Birmingham has now com-
pleted the necessary alterations at the Emergency
Hospital, Yardley Road, and has thereby provided a
sanatorium which will accommodate fifty paJtients
suffering from phthisis. Dr. W. H. Wynn has been
appointed Visiting Physician, and Dr. Dixon as
Resident Medical Officer. The building was opened
by the Lord Mayor on October 5th. There are two
large wards, one being set aside for twenty-four
women, and the other for twenty six men. Each ward
is divided into four divisions, three for sleeping and
one to be used as a dining and recreation room.
Attached to the westerly side of each ward is a covered
verandah, under which, even in wet weather, patients
may be in the open. - There is also a separate shelter
in connexion with each ward, so constructed that in
very inclement weather those who are able to be out
will be protected from the wind. A room has been set
apart for the examination of patients, and a small
laboratory has been provided together with a dark
room for throat examinations. The most recent
methods of investigation and treatment will be
provided.
Admission to the sanatorium is open to any Bir-

mingham resident who is suffering from tuberculosis
of the lung in a rather more advanced stage than
would entitle admission to Salterley Grange Sana-
torium. The treatment will be for a definite period
of six weeks, and during this time not only is it
expected that the general condition of the patient
will be improved by the open-air or other treat-
ment, but also the patient will receive instruction
in the methods of preventing the spread of infection
during coughing and spitting. In this way 350 patients
suffering from consumption should be treated yearly.
It is hoped that the institution will be able to teach
these patients how to look after themselves when they
return home, and be the means of preventing infection
spreading, and also of prolonging directly or indirectly
the wage-earning capacity of a considerable number of
consumptives. If any patients are found to respond
sufficiently to treatment they may be transferred to
Salterley Grange Sanatorium, where only patients in
the earliest stage of tuberculosis of the lungs are
received.

WALES.

LLANDAFF AND DINAS POWIS.
DR. R, PRICHARD, Medical Officer of the Llandaff and
Dinas Powis District Council, reported on October 5th
that the number of births during the five weeks ended
September 30bh had been 91, equal to an annual birth-
rate of 33.46 per 1,000, as compared with 22.09 and 29.8
in the corresponding periods of the last two years.
The deaths registered numbered 31, giving a mortality
of 11.67 per 1,000, as compared with 6.11 and 10.09 in
the corresponding periods of the last two years.
Fifteen cases of scarlet fever and three of diphtheria
had been notified during the month.

TYPHOID AT PONTYPOOL.
An outbreak of typhoid is reported from Pontypool,

and half a dozen persons have been removed during
the week to the Newport Isolation Hospital. No
further cases are reported, and it is hoped that the
present outbreak-the cause of which has not yet
been traced-is not the beginning of another epidemic
similar to the one which overspread the district four
years ago.

HYDRO FOR BUILTH WELLS.
A few Birmingham capitalists who recently visited

Llanelwedd, Builth Wells, are negotiating for a site
for the erection of an up-to-date hydro on the grounds

above Gwernyfed, within five minutes' walk of the
railway stations at Builth Road, and overlooking the
picturesque river Wye.- The scheme will cost about
£15,000, and it is suggested, should the site be
obtained, that the hydro shall be connected with the
Park Wells saline and sulphur springs by a bridge
across the Wye, near the old Llechryd ford. Plans
have been submitted to the owner of the estate;
if terms can be arranged, the bydrc-170 ft. frontage
with 50 bedrooms and extensive grounds-will be a,
great boon to Builth Wells.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF SOUTH WALES AND
MONMOUTHSHIRE.

At a special meeting of the Council of the University
College of South Wales and Monmouthshire, held on.
October 7th, the committee appointed to consider the
duties and the salary to be attached to the registrar-
ship presented its report. The registrarship will
become vacant on October 13th, on the resignation of
Mr. J. Austen Jenkins, B.A. The committee recom-
mended that a salary of £400 per annum be offered to
the new registrar, the appointment to be subject to
three months' notice on either side. The Co'uncil
adopted the committee's report, and it was arranged
that Mr. D. J. A. Brown (Chief Clerk, Registrar's
Department) should carry on the work attached to
the office of registrar from October 13th until such
time as the vacancy is filled.
The Council confirmed the appointment of Mr.

Harold A. Haig, M.B., B.S., as lecturer in histology
and embryology, and of Mr. G. Douglas Brooks, B.A.
as asEistant lecturer in Greek.

SANITARY INSPECTORS' ASSOCIATION.
On October 8th Sir J. T. D. Llewelyn, Bart.

entertained at Penllergaer the South Wales and
Monmoutheihire Bramch of the Sanitary Inspectors'
Association for the thirteenth annual meeting.
Dr. W. Williams, county medical officer, the pre-
sident, took the chair. He was subsequently re-
elected president of the centre. Dr. Williams, in the
course of the proceedings, stated that, to his regret,
the status and pay of the sanitary inspector still
showed no progress. He had arranged for a deputa-
tion to wait upon the Right Hon. Mr. John Burns, and
he hoped to elicit his sympathy on their behalf.
Something should be done. No body of men did
greater good for the country than they did. They
should be properly paid, and there ought to be some
fixed scale of remuneration. Sir John Llewelyn also
spoke of the onerous work of the sanitary official, and.
the tact that he had to display in carrying out
strictly his duties to the public. Their services
really could never be rightly estimated, for the more
successful they were in preventive work, the lesf
there was to give proof of it. Speaking of his own
district, Sir John remarked on the change from arable
to pasture land, and said he had pointed out to the
farmers that the public now required better accom-
modation for cattle. The farm baildings which used
to be chiefly for horses and for corn had to be adapted
for cattle, and he had of recent years spent hundreds
of pounds on his home farm in this direction. The
landowners had their responsibilities in this way, but.
the farmers had also their share. They were respon-
sible for the cleanliness of the houses and the personsg
who attended to the work. Mr. D. R. Thomae, Chief
Sanitary Inspector of the Swansea Rural District
Council, read a paper on Sanitary Progress in
the Swansea Rural District during the past
fifteen years, etc., and was heartily thanked. Mr.
J. Towy Thomas, the honorary secretary of ther
centre, was the recipient of a purse of gold from
the members in recognition of his services. After
the luncheon provided by Sir John Llewelyn, Dr.
Williams, the president, spoke of the crusade against
consumption which had been initiated by Mr. David
Davies, M.P., of Llandinam. He took the opportunity of'
telling them, on the authority of Mr. Davies himself,that
it was a real crusade, not a scheme to consist of bricks
and mortar, but a scheme of work-a scheme of work
beginning in theschool and in the home, and dealing
with hygiene and the laws of health. It was to be

ENGLAND AND WALES. (OCT. I5,- 1910'9
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an educative and preventive scheme to a very large
extent. People, he said, passing from sanatoriums
recovered did not often care to do the work they
were able to, but under this scheme people who went
in for curative treatment would have to do a certain
amount of work.
The sanitary authorities, however, would look after

the milk and meat supplies, for purity in both these
articles would greatly prevent the disease. There was
the housing question also, but that was more a matter
for the sanitary authorities. Sanitary authorities
should be stimulated to do more than they had done
in the past in regard to the housing of the people.
He believed that there were consumption houses,
dwellings in which it was a most difficult matter
to. keep away from consumption-houses with old
thick walls and windows never made to open.
Merionethshire, his own county, and Cardiganshire
were said to be the two blackest counties in Wales in
this matter, and before they could hope to expect to
stamp out consumption from those houses they must
disinfect them with fire and brimstone. There the
residents gob plenty of fresh air in the daytime, but
at night the windows were stopped up-it was at night
the mischief was done. He hoped those present would
remember what he was saying-that this scheme was
not one merely of sanatoriums, but a preventive and
educative scheme.

otat1aub.
EFROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTB.]

EDINBURGH.
Nnrses' Registration.

IN the nurses' recreation room of the Royal Infirmary
of Edinburgh, on Friday afternoon, October 7th, Lord
Ampthill, G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., distributed the prizes to
those nurses who had successfully come through the
recent examinations. The Lord Provost of Edinburgh,
who presided, said they were greatly indebted to Lord
Ampthill for his good offices in the House of Lords,
and for the generous manner in which he had cham-
pioned the cause of the registration of nurses.
Though that Bill, carried through the House of
Lords, never came in definite form before the House
of Commons, perhaps something had been gained by
that, because they all hoped that they were going to
get a better bill by waiting a little longer.
After distributing the prizes, Lord Ampthill said

nurses' work was essentially women's work, and,
highly organized as it was now, he was not quite sure
that nurses did not require some of those qualities
which used to be thought only essential to the
occupations of men-courage, fortitude, endurance,
and self-reliance. Nursing was a noble and inspiring
profession. Nurses owed a duty to their profession.
Each owed a duty to all the rest. When they finished
their training they went out into the world, and
many of them would find themselves in positions of
considerable independence, and they might forget that
they belonged to a great calling. In these circum-
stances the nurse's position was like that of a sentry
or the look-out man in the bows of a ship, upon
whom the safety and welfare of their fellows
depended. It seemed to him that the nursing pro-
fession required still further organizing. They needed
the protection of the law in the same way that other
professions needed that protection. Every one of
them was naturally anxious that nothing should be
done to discredit it, and the only way to preserve the
honour of any profession was to ensure that none
but those who were worthy should be able to call
themselves of it. That was the first thing. Secondly,
they had very properly a feeling- of self - interest.
They wished to preserve to themselves the privileges
which they had earned by their hard work, self-
sacrifice, and devotion, and as public-spirited members
of the community they were anxious that the public
should not be in any way deceived or misled by people
who called themselves fully-trained nurseb but had

not taken the trouble to acquire the qualifications.
All these things could only be secured if they got the
sanction and protection of the law of the land. Why
should they not have registration if registration was
accorded to midwives? Midwives had to get far less
training than nurses, and, generally speaking, they
were women of lesser intellectual attainments and of
lower social standing. They were told that nurses
did not require to be registered by the State because
they could not register character, and that the only
qualification that was required for a good nuree was
a pleasing character. The ladies who had been
working so hard for the prizes he had presented knew
better than that. They knew that efficiency in their
profession was not simply a matter of character, and
that there was a great deal which they had to learn.
He asked them to think over that question, and to
remember that as members of a noble calling each
owed a duty to herself and to one another. They
should make themselves thoroughly acquainted with
it, and make up their minds whether they thought it
necessary or not necessary. If they left it to others
to settle for them, he thought they would be failing in
their duty as members of their profession, and as
associates in a great calling.

After Mrs. Kerr, one of the managers, had said a few
words, Mr. W. B. Blaikie, another of the managers,
moved a vote of thanks to Lord Ampthill. It was, he
said, a great satisfaction to him to know that they had
added a new nurses' home to the institution, that they
had increased the dining-room' accommodation, and
that on last pay day for the first time the nurses took
the whole of their pay home with them, and that
there had been instituted a pension scheme, inade-
quate to the services of the profession, but less
inadequate than any pension hitherto given to the
nurses.
The Lord Provost was thanked for presiding.

New Clinical Laboratory at the Royal Infirmary.
Considerably over a year ago it was stated in these

columns that a generous and unknown donor had
offered to place in the hands of Dr. George A. Gibson
a sum of money sufficient to equip a clinical medicine
laboratory in the, Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh.
After innumerable difficulties and prolonged delay
the laboratory is now an accomplished fact. The
laboratory will be formally opened by Sir Clifford
Allbutt, K.C.B., Regius Professor of Physic in the
University of Cambridge. The managers. of the
Royal Infirmary placed two rooms at the disposal of
the trustees of the laboratory. These are conveniently
situated near the main corridor in the medical part of
the infirmary. Hitherto only the laboratories of the
University and Royal College of Physicians here
possessed the necessary appliances for carrying out
advanced scientific methods of research, and patients
who were very ill could not be taken from the wards
to these laboratories. It was therefore highly de-
sirable that patients under treatment in the Royal
Infirmary should reap the full benefit of the newer
methods of research, and that students should have
opportunity of making themselves conversant with
these new methods of investigation. The New Clinical
Medicine Laboratory has been equipped with the most
modern appliances for the examination of patients,
and provision has been made for the addition of any
new apparatus that is likely to prove useful in the
study and relief of medical diseases. Since laboratories
already exist in which chemical and bacteriological
investigations can be carried out, the trustees have
not provided further facilities for such research, but
have confined themselves to lines of inquiry which
necessitate the actual presence of the patient in the
laboratory. Amongst the apparatus already in the
rooms, a very sensitive recording galvanometer, which
registers the electric currents produced by each beat
of the heart, attracts special attention. It has, in the
hands of Einthoven and other observers, thrown light
on a group of heart conditions whose mechanism was
previously obscure, .and has thereby led to muchs
greater success in their treatment. Another instru-
ment, involving similar principles in-its construc~-
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