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tetterz, gactez, aub 'nsuz erz.
V answers, and communications relating to subjects

to which special departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
are devoted will be found under their respective headings.

QUERIES.
MER writes: I would be glad to have the names of a few drugs

that have the best reputation for the treatment of sea
sickness.

OMEGA asks for information as to the absence of fogs and
the longest record of clear atmosphere in English coast
towns.

BAHIA would be glad to know what are the results of
prostatectomy, namely, the percentage of cures, unsatisfac-
tory results, and mortality; also if any correspondents can
suggest any other good method of draining the bladder in
cases where the prostate and urethra are tender and resent
the passage even of a soft catheter.

LICENCE DUTY ON MOTOR CARS.
W. A. H. states that he possesses a 12-h.p. flumber, which
according to the Government measurement is rated as
19.6-h.p., with the result that instead of benefiting by the
concession to medical men in regard to licence duty he finds
his duty increased. He inquires whether anything can be
done in the matter.

*** Under the Finance Act for 1909-10 the unit of horse
power for the purpose of licence duty is required to be
calculated in accordance with the regulations made by the
Treasury, and against those regulations there is no appeal.
There is, of course, a very considerable increase in the duty
on motor cars under the Finance Act, but the increase has
been greatly tempered to medical men by the rebate of one
half the duty.

ANSWERS.

DR. JOHN E. GARNER (Preston) writes to advise "Aphorism"
(BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, September 10th) to purchase a
small publication written by C. Mansell Moullin, M.D.Oxon.,
F.R.C.S., in 1900, On Whien to Operate in Cases of Inflamma-
tion of the Appendix (London Publishing Company, Ltd.,
Clinical Journal Office, 2a, Bartholomew Close, E.C.) All the
necessary information required would be obtained from that
work.

FLEAS AND FLIES.
DR. ARTHUR HAYDON (London) writes, in reply to " M.D.":

I would suggest that a piece of cotton wool impregnated with
carbolic acid be kept in the pocket of the pyjamae.

IMMUNISER writes: " M.D." has evidently impaired resisting
powers to these insects. May I suggest that he have estima-
tions made of his opsonic index to "Pulex" and then try
vaccine therapy? Probably an initial dose of one thousand
(dead) might be of service.

F.R.C.S.E. (Liverpool) writes: I should recommend " M.D." to
use a well-known and simple method which I learnt while
doing dispensary work. Pour a few drops of chloroform down
the sleeve immediately after being in contact with a dirty
case. Also, when the insects bite, press the clothes against
the body and drop on a little chloroform. It is safer to shake
out the flea lest it be only anaesthetized.

Di. FOSTER OWEN (London) writes: In reply to your two corre-
spondents in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of September
24th on fleas and flies, I can give an opinion and a partial
advice on these questions which are worthy of trial. I am
amongst these pests continually, but they do not give me
much trouble. Of one thing I am convinced, that the great
cause of the immense armies of flies in the poor rooms is the
fact that the people will not keep their windows open, and the
fly, as we know, hatesa draught and never thrives in the current
of air, which would be the case if they kept their windows
well open continuously. This I have noticed and proved to
my satisfaction as the main cause of their infesting the rooms
of the poor, which are generally stuffy and close, warm, and
smelling, which are just the conditions to favour these pests.
In addition, it has often been proved satisfactorily that ol.
thymi vulgaris, used as a spray about the room, or even ol.
eucalypti in the same way. But the main enemy to the fly
is open windows and good draughts, and carbolic or sodium
hyposulphitis in the wash for the ceilings and walls. And in
the question of the fleas, which I see very frequently by the
hundreds, the prescription for making acetum cevadillae
combined with the oil of thyme, as spray or lotion, will,
I think, prove satisfactory.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC.

ST. PAUL'S THORN IN THE FLESH.
DR. F. D. WELCH -(London) writes: Will a supporter of the

defective eyesight theory answer this question? If "' plucked
out your own eyes" is to be taken literally, why should not
" I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus" (Galatians,
vi, 17) be taken literally to mean that St. Paul had holes in
both hands and both feet and a spear wound between his ribs
(see St. John's Gospel, xix)? It is, to my mind, ridiculous to

interpret these passages in Galatians literally. Will Dr. George
Jones say on what evidence he makes the statement that
St. Paul added the last lines " in a large hand similar to that
used by some myopes " (BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, Septem-
ber 17th) ? I have not time at present to search carefully all
the Epistles; but what evidence is there that some one else
wrote Galatians, and St. Paul only added with his own hand
the verse, " Ye see with how ]arse letters," etc. (cbap. vi, 11) ?
This statement occurs in the middle of chap. 6,followed by six
verses of argument, and the final salutation. This statement in
Galatians is quite different from 2 Thessalonians, iii, 17, " the
salutation of Paul with mine own band . . . so I write,"
which occurs at the end of the chapter. There is also in
2 Thessalonians no statement about large handwriting either just
before or after the salutation; neither is there in 1 Corinthians,
Romans, Philippians, Colossians, and in these also the saluta-
tion is at the end of the epistle. These points seem to me
strong evidence that the words "Iwith how large letters"
mean what I have stated, and that St. Paul wrote the whole of
Galatians with his own hand. It is many months since I read
all the Epistles through, but I do not remember ever noticing
the words "with how large letters" in any epistle except
Galatians. My memory may have failed me; however, on
this point, and possibly some reader may correct it. It was
of the greatest importance that every word in Galatians
should be quite distinct, and there should be no correction,
and if St. Paul's eyesight had been so defective that it was
always necessary to write in large letters, he would never
have attempted to write the last seven verses himself, but
would certainly have entrusted it to some one with good eye-
sight. I do not believe or- wvish to suggest thtat St. Paul had
epileptic or other fits as well as the headaches. Dr. George Jones
seems to be of the opinion that it is quite impossible to get very'
severe headaches in a non-fatal case recurring at intervals,
as I suggested. I have met with. several such cases, some
following concussion of the brain. A comparison of the first
part of 2 Corinthians, xii, with Acts, xiv, shows that St. Paul
was thinking of what had happened on his missionary
journey with St. Barnabas (Acts, xiv, 8-18). St. Barnabas
is the man referred to as " caught up to the.-third heaven "
and " into paradise." St. Paul healed the qripple at Lystra
(recorded immediately before the stoning, I would point out),
and the people fell into error and named " Barnabas Jupiter
and Paul Mercurius." Lest the readers of 2 Corinthians
s,hould fall into a similar error he would not tell them details
of his own revelations, but goes on to the "tborn in the
flesh." In all the cases of the severe headaches I have met
the patients, men and women the mothers of families,
said they were the worst pains they had ever had, and one
woman attempted suicide because she dreaded their return.)
Such headaches would be the best way to prevent St. Paul
being " exalted above measure." Now Satan's strongest
attacks on a believer's faith in Christ are when bodily pain is
either present or likely to come in the near future, and before
Christ rose from ths dead the faith of His gallant soldier,
St. Peter, failed for a time at the thoughts of his own cruci-
fixion. St. Paul thought his own faith in Christ might fail
for a time if these headaches continued, and so on the three
occasions prayed for them to depart. Christ's reply, "'My
strength is made perfect in weakness," meant that resisting
temptation during bodily pain and weakness would strengthen
faith in Christ, and repeated resistance would make that
faith perfect. Hearing this St. Paul gloried in these
headaches.

BRUSSELS INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION.
THE products of Messrs. Burroughs Wellcome and Co. have
been awarded eight Grands Prix, three diplomas of honour,
and one gold medal at the Brussels International Exhibition.
Messrs. Edward Cook and Co., Limited (London), were
awarded the Grands Prix in the Class of Applied Chemistry
and Pharmacy and in that of Perfumery; in the Class of
Hygiene they were awarded a diploma of honour. The
Grand Prix of the Brussels Exhibition has been awarded to,
Apollinaris. Messrs. Liebig's Extract of Meat Company Ltd .

have been awarded three Grands Prix for Oxo and Lemoo.
The ceremony of distributing the prizes has been fixed for
October 18th.

THE SOCIETY OF APOTHECARIES OF LONDON.
IN one of the references to the Society of Apothecaries of
London in the recent Educational Number, the word " royal "
was accidentally prefixed to its title. The society possesses
a royal charter, but technically is not entitled to use the wordc
" royal."

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADYERTISEMENTS IN THE
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, £s .d.Eight lines and under _ 0 4 0

Each additional line _ 0 0 6
Awholecolumn .. _ 213 4
Apage 8 0 0

An average line contains six words.
All remittances by Post Office Orders must be made payable to

the British Medical Association at the General Post Office. London.
No responsibility will be accepted for any such remittance uot so
safeguarded.
Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager,

429, Strand, London, not later than the first post on Wednesday morning
preceding publication, and, if not paid for at the time, should be
accompanied by a reference.
NOTB.-It is againAt the rules of the Post Office to reoeih e wostBestante letters addressed either in initials or number.
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