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DEAF AND DUMB CHILDREN.
E. F.-Institutions do not as a rule receive deaf and dumb
children under 7 years of age. The educational authorities,
however, take cognizance of those over 5, and application
should be made to the education committee of the district
with regard to the case named.

MOSQUITOS IN HOUSES.
DR. F. M. SANDWITH (London, W.) writes: " Rus " writes to
ask you how to rid a house in the North of England of buzzing
biting insects, locally called mosquitos. Why does he not
send samples of them to the London or Liverpool School of
Tropical Medicine and ask what insect the house is suffering
from, and where the breeding grounds probably are? In the
meantime he should kill all adult insects, and then destroy
their larvae in their breeding pools.

EXPERIENCE writes: "Rus " can destroy the mosquitos by
means of Keating's insect powder. Burn it on a metal plate
over a spirit lamp and let the fumes MIl the room.

DR. ARTHUR W. THOMAS (Boscombe) writes: In answer to
" Rus's" inquiry, the " insects " of which he complains are
probably native gnats, either Culex irritans or vesican8. There
is practically no difference between a gnat and a mosquito.
The only cure for these pests is prevention, and, as they
must have water to breed in, all water-butts, cisterns, pools,
or ponds near the house should be emptied; but if this is
impossible, Ia thin layer of paraffin on the surface of the
water will destroy all larvae, thus preventing the perfect fly
coming to maturity.

WORKS ON HEREDITY.
OMNE VIVUM EX Vivo.-Our correspondent would probably
find what he requires among the following works: The Laws
of Heredity: G. Archdall Reid; Methuen, 21s. (Reviewed in
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, VO1. i, 1910, p. 1356.) The Influence
of Defective Physiqute and Unfavourable Home Environment on
the Intelligence of School Children: David Heron; pp. 60. A
First Study of the Influence of Parental Alcoholism on the
Physiqute and Ability of the Offspring: Ethel M. Elderton;
pp. 46. (Reviewed in BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, VOl. i, 1910,
p. 1366.) Treasury of Human Inheritance: Parts Iand II; pub-
lished by Dulau and Co.; 14s. (Reviewed in BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL, vol. ii, 1909, pp. 20 and 884.) Variation, Heredity
and Evolution: R. H. Lock; published by John Murray; 5s.
( Reviewed in vol. ii, 1909, p. 552.) Influence of Heredity on
Disease, with Special Reference to Tuberculosis, Cancer and
Diseases of the Nervous System; published by Longmans;
4s. 6d. (Rieviewed in vol. ii, 1909, p. 883.) Relative Strength of
Nurture and Nature: Ethel M. Elderton; published by Dulau
and Co.; ls. (Reviewed in BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL,
vol. ii, 1909, p. 1620.) Methods and Scope of Genetic.s: W.
Bateson; published by the Cambridge University Press;
is. 6d. (Reviewed in JOURNAL, Vol. i, 1909, p. 1182.) Heredity:
J. A. Thomson; published by J. Murray; 9s. (Reviewed in
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, vol. i, 1909, p. 1182.)

DUTIES OF POST OFFICE MEDICAL OFFICERS.
APEX is medical officer to the Post Office in a country district.
One of the auxiliary men on his capitation list met with an
accident when working in his garden. " Apex " has to visit
him at a distance of three miles for a week to dress his
wound. Is 'Apex" entitled to treat him as a private patient,
or must he attend him gratis as a Post Office employee?
**r*"Fee medical attendance " is held to include, except

in the case of accidents arising from the nature of an officer's
duties, only such services as the medical officer is able to
render in the oourse of ordinary practice, and not medical or
surgical treatment of a special kind. " Apex's " case, strictly
speaking, would be held to be covared by his capitation grant,
unless the accident was such a severe one as to involve
surgical treatment of a " special kind." If "ApexI" holds
that the latter is the case, he would be well advised to come
to some arrangement with the officer in question, and, failing
this, to ask the Secretary to the Post Office, through his local
postmaster, for permission to charge fees, stating in his
application the reasons that prompt it.

iETTERES, NOTEU. ETC.

ST. PAUL'S THORN IN THE FLESH.
DR. J. BATTESON (West Ealing) writes: May I make a brief
reply to Dr. Young's criticism of my letter of September 10th
re " St. Paul's Thorn in the Flesh " ? Dr. Young says:

1. " Christ spoke generally in Greek, occasionally in
Aramaic." There is absolutely no proof of this statement.
"He only k-new Aramaic." "Beyond these (the so-called
Books of the law) and learning to read and write in his
Aramaic mother tongue, the book knowledge of Jesus did not
go.... A curse was pronounced against the Jew who taught
his children Greek" (Clodd, Jesubs of Nazareth, p. 67). "It is
not proba-ble that Jesus knew Greek. This language was very
little spread in Judea beyond those who participated in
government, and the towns inhabited by pagans, like

Caesarea. The real mother tongue of Jesus was the Syriac
dialect mixed with Hebrew which was then spoken in
Palestine " (Renan, Life of Jesus, p. 36).

2. "The names of at least one apostle and all the seven
deacons are Greek." It is a fair surmise that the Aramaic or
Hebrew names received Greek forms by the later compilers
of the Gospels. The word Jesus is only the Greek form of
Christ's real Hebrew name Joshua.

3. " Greek was the universal language," etc. Was not this
the Augustan age of Roman literature? Did not Horace,
Virgil, Cicero, etc., flourish at this period? "It would there-
fore be impossible for Luke . . . to have written in Aramaia."
Why not? If Christ, though a carpenter's son, is assumed by
Dr. Young to have spoken both languages, why should not
Luke, an educated physician, have done so?

4. "Paul alludes to the special event cf Christ addressing
him in Aramaic." Christ speaking in Hebrew was referred
to incidentally and not specially.

5. What language did Christ speak to the Greek woman?
Aramaic. The Greek woman as a foreigner would be more
likely to learn the language of those among whom she
lived than the natives a foreign language for which they bad
little or no use. The marginal reading of the Revised Version
merely says she was a Gentile (not a Greek), and a Syro-
Phoenician, whose language was Aramaic. Even if she had
not been a Syro-Phoenician it was an easy matter for one of
the crowd to have interpreted.

6. What language was Jesus speaking when he said " Abba
Father"? Aramaic, in which Abba is the correct root for
Father, and is not a Greek term at all.

I do not see the advantage to be obtained by buying a Greek
grammar of the New Testament (as Dr. Young suggests I
should do) in order that I may understand what Christ and
his Disciples said in Aramaic. As to the thorn in the flesh,
this seems to have been a bodily weakness of a painful,
humiliating, and depressing character with recurrent attacks.
This theory excludes: (1) Certain spiritual temptations
(Luther); (2) carnal incitements (due to a Latin misreading
of stimulus carnis) (Roman Catholic writers in general); (3)
erections, satyriasis (Kraft, etc.); (4) syphilis (Rosenbaum);
5) human opponents (Chrysostom, Erasmus); (6) bodily
aisease-epilepsy, hysteria, etc. (Ewald), headache (Tertul-
lian), malarial fever (Ramsay and Hows); (7) ophthalmic
disease (Farrar).

THE DESTRUCTION OF FLIES.
DR. T. F. J. BLAKER (Preston Park) writes: I have read Dr,
Hardman's Blackpool letter in the JOURNAL of September 3rd
on the destruction of flies with much amusement. The idea
of a learned doctor and J.P. chevying round his house after
these Muscae volitantes, fly-flapper in hand, is highly divert-
ing and reminiscent of that celebrated picture in Punch,
" The Philosopher and the Bluebottle." But he doesn't tell
us what to do when they settle on the ceiling. Are we to
fetch the household steps? The conclusion he has come to
that "f lies are only to an insignificant extent recruited from
the outside " I see refuted every day at this time of the year.
It happens to be part of my duty to attend a large number
of poor people who live near the borough dust destructor,
where there are dust heaps and dust carts, and again on the
outskirts of the town where market gardeners and such like
people dwell who keep large quantities of manure on the
premises. All their houses are one black mass of flies in
spite of every effort to destroy and keep them under. It is no
exaggeration to say they swarm in hundreds of thousads.
If these houses were " subjected to sanitary inspection, and
the occupiers proceeded against and fined," as Dr. Hardman
suggests, loud and angry protests would be at once provoked.

DROITWICH.
IN a recent note on Droitwich it was stated that a full account

of this health resort would be found in our issue for June 15th,
1909. The date given should have been two years earlier-
namely, June 15th, 1907 (vol. i, 1907, page 1440).

SCALE OF CHARGES FOR ADYERTISEXENTS IN THU
DBRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL

l. ld.
Eight lines and under __ 0 4 0
Each additional line _00 6
Awholecolumn .. __ 2 13 4
Apage ... _ 8 0 0

An average line contains six words.
All remittancs by Post Office Orders must be made, payable to

the British Medical Association at the General Post Office, London.
No responsibility will be accepted for anw such remittance not so
safeguarded.
Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager,

429, Strand, London, not later than the first post on Wednesdaymorning
preceding publioation, and, if not paid for at the time, should be
accompanied by a reference.
NoTz.-It is against the rules of the Post Offlie to receive motes

Bestante letters addressed either in initials or numbers.

SPINAL ANALGESIA.
A Correction.-Dr. W. J. MoCardie (Birmingham) writes: May
I point out that in my paper on spinal analgesia published in
the JOURNAL of September 17th, p. 765, second column, line 21,
the word " grain " should be " gram."
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