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TUMULTUOUS FETAL MOVEMENTS.
DR. H. J. THORP (Ipswich) writes: In reply to your corre-
spondents as to the treatment of tumultuous fetal move-
ments, I would suggest the following: Sod. brom. gr.xx;
tr. sumbul 3ss; tr. lupuli 3j; Aq. camph. -,jss; ft. haust; to
be taken at 11 a.m. and 9 p.m.

LETTERS, NOTES, ETC

THE Universities' Mission to Central Africa is anxious to secure
the services of a medical man willing to go out to Nyasaland
for a period of not less than two yeare. He would receive in
return passage out and home, outfit, board and lodging, and,
if necessary, a salary. His duties would be the medical care
of the staff, the superintendence of the hospitals, and the
visiting of patients, both European and native. There are
seven nurses at Nyasa, and small hospitals or dispensaries
at each station; at Likoma, the central station, the out-
patients in the year 1908 numbered 37,268, while 376 cases
were treated in hospital. The medical man would be regarded
as in every way a member of the staff, and no one would be
happy in such a position who was not a communicant member
of the Church of England and in general sympathy with the
aims and methods of the Mission. Communications on the
subject should be addressed to the Rev. D. Travers, Uni-
versities' Mission to Central Africa, 9, Dartmouth Street,
Westminster, S.W.

HEARTS OF OAK SOCIETY.
A. A. M. writes: In reference to the Hearts of Oak Society, in
which medical attendance is not provided, it is usual for the
members living in large towns to combine and have a medical
aid club, to which one or more medical meu are appointed
medical officers.

ST. PAUL'S "THORN IN THE FLESH."
DR. F. D. WELCH (London) writes: In my last letter I left out
some words, and the sentence should have read " a prisoner,
on the cross and dead for three days." The opinion about the
blindness remains the same. I cannot agree with Dr. George
Jones's statement that St. Paul apologized. Ananias offended
against man's law, and at the same time offended God and
Christ, and the former must have been obvious to all present,
Jew and Roman. St. Paul ssw his best way was to attack
Ananias for offending God and Christ, and his wisdom in con-
tinuing this line of attack is shown by the fact that in the
confusion of the Jews which followed he successfully turned
Pharisees against Sadducees. The Lord praised him for his
gallant fight, and Lysias, the chief captain, when he Faw
St. Paul victorious in the religious battle, did all he could to
help him. The Epistle to the Galatians requires much deep
thought, and some sentences cannot be taken literally, and
"plucked out your own eyes" is one these. Some people
think that St. Paul meant his own eyesight was defective, and
the Galatians, noticing this, said they would exchange eyes
with him if such had been possible. There can be no doubt
that some of the Galatians had eyes the sight of which
was partly or completely lost from disease or accident,
and consequently of little use to themselves. Take, for
instance, the case of a Galatian with congenital cataract;
I think it is perfectly obvious that St. Paul would have come
off rery badly indeed in such an exchange. I interpret
ch. iv, v. 13-15, as follows: "Ye know how because all are
sinners I preached Christ unto you at the first. And ye
were tempted to despise me as a sinner, but ye did not, nor
reject me; hut received me as an angel of God, even as
Christ Jesus. Where is then the joy of sins forgiven ye spake
of? For I bear you record that you were willing to make all
possible self-sacrifices for me worthy to be comnpared in their
great value to good eyesight." I think every one will admit
that good eyesight is most valuable, and when eyesight is
lost that most of the usefulness and pleasures of life are lost
at the same time. In ch. vi, v. 11, St. Paul says: " I have
written unto you with mine own hand." Now, if his sight
was defective, surely he would not write himself but one of
" the brethren " mentioned in ch. i, v. 2, would have written
for him. This statement of his appears to me strong
evidence that his eyesight was good; and he says in the same
verse "with how large letters," by which he means that the
Galatians could have no excuse for refusing to read this
epistle, condemning their recent actions in places, on the
ground that his writing was so small and that the letters
ran into one another so much that it was impossible to read
it. I certainly cannot accept these sentences in Galatians
as evidence that St. Paul's eyesight was defective. Quite
recently I have, from studying the New Testament, formed
the opinion that the " thorn in the flesh" was severe head-
aches following head injuries. We read in Acts, ch. xiv, v. 19,
that in A.D. 46 the Jews "stoned Paul," and the words
" supposing he had been dead" show that the stoning was
exceedingly severe. It is clear that St. Paul had severe
concussion of the brain, and this must have left much head-
ache afterwards, and there was probably also neuralgia left
from bruising of the nerves. The headache would return in
times of mental anxiety and hot weather, and the neuralgia
in cold weather. The news in A. D. 58 that the churches of
Ga]atia had rejected Christ must have caused St. Paul intense
sorrow, and this news, with the recollection tha,t the stoning
took place at Lystra, in the Roman province of Galatia,
made the headaches much worse. On three occasions
between A.D.x 58 and A. D. 60, when II Corinthia,ns, oh. xrii,
v. 7, was written, these headaches equalled the worst ones in

meningitis, cerebral tumour, and some other brain diseases.
St. Paul's words, "the messenger of Satan to buffet me,"
agree very well with the original cause of the headaches,
which was the stoning by the Jews.

THE CAUSATION OF SEX.
DR. MARTINDALE WARD (Twickenham) writes: The corre-
spondence appearing in the JOURNAL concerning " the causa-
tion of sex " induces me to propound the following theory:
The sex is determined by the preponderance of desire at the
time of coitus. Thus if the man has the greatest desire his
desire is for the female form. If the woman's desire is the
stroDgest it is for the male form, and a male child is the
result. Nearly fifty years of practice has impressed upon me
many facts in support of the above theory. which I have
often spoken of, but never put in writing, and I should very
much like my medical friends to think it out and work it out
according to what they know or suspect of the natural desires
of their patients and friends. I would put forth the following
facts in snpport of nmy theory: (1) Many more female children
are born than male. Are we not most of us convinced that
as a rule the man is active, the woman passive? (2) A family
perhaps consists mostly of daughters; where a boy comes in
conception generally coincides with a time of weakness or
illness of the man. (3) A man who is very amorous will
perhaps for years have only daughters. In course of time he
will become stale, and then his wife will present him with
sons. (4) An old man ig overwhelmed with the necessity of
having a male heir; he marries a hearty, warm-blooded girl,
whose real sexual desires are much greater than his own, and
the result is a boy. (5) A poor specimen of a man mar'ries a,
stroing minded female, and the world wonders how he found
the pluck to propose; presently she has a son. I could
multiply such coincidences ad i)niniti1n out of my own
experiences, but 1 want rather to set your readers thinking
if such is not their experience also, and if so, I will ask others
to explain how this happens and content myself with assert-
ing that it does happen, and then I would conclude with this
corollary: If a child of one sex is desired, the desires of the
parent of the satme sex must be weakened, while we
strengthen and intensify the desires of the sex we do not want.

SHIP SURGEONS.
DR. THOMAS DUTTON (London, W.) writes: In answer to

inquiries, the second edition of Sea Sickness Treatment andl
Prevention, with a chapter on " Ship Surgeons," is out of
print. I will lend any one the author's copy. I believe there
is a copy in the library of the Association. No doubt the
matter re a proper instituted " Medical Mercantile Marine "
went home, as the leading shipping companies boycotted the
book (only, I think, on the score of expense). I shall be
happy to help in any movement to improve the service. It
is quite incomprehensible to me why the travelling public
have not insisted before now in having experienced qualified
men on board, when any sudden illness of a grave nature may
take place when they are thousands of miles from land.

THE MEDICAL MUSEUM.
THzE review of the contents of the Medical Museum, which
commenced on page 237 of the SUPPLEMENT to the issue of
the JOURNAL for August 6th, should have included the
following passage:
The photographs and plates by which Drs. Stopford Taylor

and R. W. MacKenna supplemented their wax casts numbered
over sixty. Among them were three plates illustrating
adenoma sebaceum in father, son, and daughter, the disease
in each case being seemingly congenital; a case of favus con-
tracted from contact with infected bedding, and one of the
rare condition known as granuloma annulare coming on in a
child aged 9 after scarlatina. An even rarer disease illustrated
was that in which the patient shows a tendency to blister on
very slight injuries, epidermolysis bullosa hereditaria; there
was also a good case of chlorine acne, the distribution co-
inciding very precisely with the area of the patient's body left
uncovered when at work, and sebaceous cysts, regarded some-
times as a characteristic accompaniment of the condition,
being numerous. The whole exhibit was very interestiDg and
inRt.rnl ntivA

SCALD OF CHARGES FOR ADYERTISEMENTS IN THIN
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.

A s.d.
Eight lines and under _ 0 4 0
Each additional line __ 0 0 6
A whole column ...2...... ... 2 13 4
Apage ... . ... 8 0 0

An average line contains six words.
All remittances by Post Office Orders must be made payable to

the British Medical Association at the General Post Office. London.
No responsibility wiU be accepted for any such remittance not so
safeguarded.
Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager.

429, Strand, London, not later than the first post on Wednesdaymorning
preceding publication, and, if not paid for at the time, should be
accompanied by a reference.
NOTM.-It is against the rules of the Post Office to receive poOtes

Retante letters addressed either in initials or numbers.

THE FUTURE OF THE ASSOCIATION.
A Correction.-In the letter from Dr. A. Walker which was
published under this heading in the JOURNAL of August 20th,
p. 491, the sentence at the end of the first paragraph,
"probably 50 per cent. of them haveneverreadthe Draft
Charter, etc.." should read " 25 per cent." In the ninth line
from the beginning, "delusions of mental obtuseness" should
read, delusions or mental obtuseness.
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