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armoury, with stands for 200 rifles; the extension of the
shooting range to full regulation length; a new carpenter's
shop, with large timber store; and a buildinig giving addi-
tional box-room, changing-room, and lavatory accommoda-
tion. A heating installation throughout the whole of the
buildings, new and old, has been provided on the " Reck "
ciroulator system, together with a complete hot-water
supply. The quadrangle has been extended, levelled, and
asphalted, and a handsome covered way has been erected
round the quadrangle, thus connecting the whole of the
numerous buildings.

THE POOR LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS' ASSO-
CIATION OF ENGLAND AND WALES.

A SPECIAL general meeting of this Association was held in
the Council Chamber, at 429, Strand, London, W.C., on
Friday, July 29th, at 4 p.m. All Poor Law medical officers
had been invited to be present, and Surgeon-General
Evatt, C.B., was in the chair.
Among those present were Drs. G. Jackson (Plymouth),

Drury (Halifax), C. Biddle (Merthyr Tydfil), Balding
(Royston), Walter Smith (London), Carey Barlow
(London), Holder (Hull). Dr. Cruickghank (President of
the Association of Medical Officers of Heath) and Dr.
Fremantle (M.O.H. of Herts) were also present.

MINUTES.
The Honorary Secretary read the minutes of the annual

meeting at Halifax. With some slight alteration, they
were confirmed, and signed by the chairman.

POOR LAW SYSTEM.
The meeting then entered upon the consideration of the

following resolutions, which had been referred from the
meeting at Halifax:

1. That it is not desirable that there should be a " break-up'"
of the present Poor Law system. That proper reform of
existing institutions would be better for the welfare of the
sick poor and the good of the nation.

2. That'any system in which free medical relief is given sub-
ject to no other condition than the subsequent recovery of
the cost from all able to pay, would be pauperizing to the
nation, and ruinous to the interests of all medical
practitioners in poor districts.

3. That, except in urgent cases, some test, such as the present
medical order, should be required of all applicants for
State medical relief.

4. That there are no logical grounds for drawing any dis-
tinction between medical and other relief when granted
by the State.

5. That the medical treatment of paupers, or State patients,
by provident institutions is strongly to be condemned.
That what is done for the State should be paid for by the
State at an eqztitable rate. That the payments accepted
at provident dispensaries in order to encourage individual
thiifttannot form any sound basis for State payment for'the'medieal charge of the destitute.

6. That a system of "1 part time " is better for the interests of
the sick poor. That it is better for the latter to be
attended by the same doctors as the rest of the com-
munity, rather than by officials appointed to attend only
on the poor. That a system of "part time" medical
officers lessens the distance that has to be traversed by
applicants for medical relief, a matter of great importance
in country areas.

7. That the Poor Law Medical Service, however it may be co-
ordinated with the Sanitary Medical Service, should be
kept separate from the latter.

They were taken seriatim. There was a difference of
opinion with regard to No. 1. Dr. Holder strongly objected
to it, and others, who were in favour of the principle of
the resolution, thought it inadvisable to stereotype it as
the policy of the association. After considerable discassion,
it was decided to withdraw altogether Resolution 1.
The same was done in the case of No. 4, although most

present were in perfect agreement with the principle of
the resolution, but it was thought inadvisable by some to
put it forward, seeing that the franchise had been granted
to the recipients of medical relief, and was not likely to
be withdrawn.
With the exception of theee two resolutions, all the

others were almost unanimously carried, as they stand,
with the aIlteration of " separate " into " distinct " at the
end of No. 7.

VOTE OF THANKS.
The meeting separated with a vote of thanks to the
loxaorry Secretary for his work on behalf of the Poor

Law Medical Service of England and Wales.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD FOR SCOTLAND.
THE fifteenth annual report of the Local Government
Board for Scotland has just been issued.

POOR LAW.
Dealing with the Poor Law, the Board reports the

number of poor in 1909 to be 113,259, being an increase of
pauperism amounting to 2,054. The increase occurs
mainly in the mining and manufacturing distriots of the
counties of Lanark, Renfrew, Dumbarton, and Stirling,
and is due to continued depression in trade. Compared
with 1868-the year of the highest recorded pauperism-
the number of poor per 1,000 of population has fallen from
41 to 23-a decrease of 18 per 1,000 of the population.
The administration of parochial relief to pauper

children by boarding them with respectable families in
rural districts continues to be satisfactorily conducted, no
fewer than 6,955 children being thus treated during
1909.
In connexion with the nursing of the sick poor, the

Board still continue to hold two examinations-one in
June and the other in December-for the certification of
trained sick nurses. Thirty-six candidates sat for the
June examination, and 40 for the December examination.
Of these, 28 obtained the full certificate granted by the
Board. The examiners state that the candidates generally
showed a highly creditable acquaintance with the subjects
on which they were examined, and gave evidence tha,t
they had been well and carefully taught.

PUBLIC HEALTH.
Small-pox.-Only 6 cases of this disease were reported

during 1909, as against 82 in the-previous year.
Cerebro-8pinal Fever.-One hundred and eighty-nine

cases of this disease were intimated, a decrease on the
number of the previous year. The mortality continues
high, 125 of these cases proving fatal.

Phthisie Pulmonali8.-Regarding the notification of this
disease the Board state that 24 districts and 32 burghs
have obtained their approval to the addition of phthisis to
the list of notifiable diseases. The Board do not insist 1
the provision of hospital or sanatorium accommodation as
a condition of giving approval to the extension of the
Infectious Disease (Notification) Act 'to this disease.
Several local authorities utilize smal-pox hospitals or
empty wards in ordinary infectious diseases hospitals for
the treatment of cases.

Vaccination.-There is an increase in the number of
defaulters as compared with previous years; this the
Board attributes to several causes: (a) A general impres-
sion among the people that vaccination is no longer com-
pulsory; this impression may be due partly to misunder,
standing of the terms of the Vaccination (Scotland) Act,
1907, -and partly to the fact that for six months after the
pa-ssing of the Act the issue of the usual notices were
suspended to permit of declarations of conscientious objec-
tion being made and delivered to the registrar; (b) failure
of the registrars to transmit the notices; (c) depression of
trade; and (d) emigration; 2,677 tubes of glycerinated
calf lymph were supplied to parochial vaccinators
during 1909.
The remainder of the report contains a series of

appendices which deal with' the reports of the general
superintendents, extracts from the annual reports of
medical officers and sanitary officers dealing with any
special subject which may have occured in their districts
during the year, with circulars on public health matters,
and vaccination. It zoncludes with statistical tables,
abstracts, and returns.
The report is a valuable one, embracing, as it does, the

work done in the various departments controlled by the
Local Government Board.

HIS Majesty the King has graciously consented to
become the Patron of the Royal Meteorological Society.
DR. H. F. STOKES, one of the London CountyOCouncil's

district medical officers, has been retained as medical
adviser in connexion with claims arising out of accidents
on the tramways.
FLEET SURGFEON G. T. COLLINGEWOOD, Royal Navy,

holding office at the Royal Naval Oolletge, O.sborne, has
been appointed a Member of the Fourth Clas of the
Royal Victorian Order, dated July 24th.
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