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THE 1910 MEETING-FOREIGN VISITORS.
SIR,-At an international congress some years back

I found myself in a Pullman carriage with several French-
men and two Germans. Amongst the various subjects we
discussed was that of the languages in which the papers
were read. We all agreed that if a man spoke in his own
language (whether English, French, German, or Italian) he
could be followed more or less well by the majority of those
present, but that a foreigner speaking in the language of
the country he was in was, with very few exceptions,
unintelligible both to his compatriots and to those whose
language he was endeavouring to speak. One Frenchman
told me that there was only one English doctor who could
make a decent speech in French, while another suggested
that the men who attended foreign " domestic " meetings
could as a rule be divided into two classes-bores who had
exhausted the patience of their own compatriots, and
those who vaunted their own wares-mostly unpleasant
waters I
Of recent years we have had an increasing number of

foreigners present at our Annual Meetings, and as by some
rule, written or unwritten, they have to speak in English,
it is exceedingly difficult to follow them, and much
valuable time is wasted. I would suggest that if selected
foreigners are to be present at the 1910 meeting, their
papers should be put into understandable English by
secretaries of Sections and read: by them. The reply
should also be read by a secretary. Personally, I think
that the meetings of the British Medical Association
should be purely "domestic" (the word is not mine but
seems suitable), and that few, if any, foreigners should be
present. At the International Medical Congress in three
years' time, we shall, I hope, royally entertain a large
number.-I am, etc.,
December 3rd. A. T. W.

THE ASSOCIATION AND THE PROFESSION.
SIR,-A great strategist once said that he thought he

had noticed that the Lord was usually found fighting on
the side of big battalions. I think he was correct in his
observations, and tberefore I am anxious to see the ranks
of the British Medical Association increased from 21,000
to 31,000 at least, as soon as possible; for I recognize
conflicts in front of us-conflicts the results of which will
have a very disastrous effect upon medical practice if we
are worsted.

This is a golden moment for entering upon a plan of
campaign to effect this increase of membership; the
weeks before the end of the year is the time for
recruiting; if we wait until the non-members have agreed
to subscribe for other medical journals they are lost to us
for another year. Again, it is a golden moment because
a General Parliamentary Election is imminent, previous
to which we ought to approach candidates by deputation
in every constituency, with a pr6ci8 of the Medical Acts
Amendment Bill, etc., in our hands-not forgetting, by
the way, to remind all such candidates that, in passing
the Midwives Act, the Legislature has already subscribed
to the principle that His Majesty's lieges should be
treated only by trained, examined, and registered prac-
titioners, and that all others attempting to practise should
be penalized by the State. The fact that the general
meeting of the Association is to be held in London next
year also makes the present a particularly favourable
period for opening a campaign.

I would suggest that every member vows to obtain one
or more new members; this, in my experience, is best
done by personal interview, but should be done now. The
Council sends out copies of the JOURNAL periodically to
non-members. This is good; but spade-work is needed
also. I find the personal appeal-preferably with a form
for application for membership in the pocket-leads to
direct results, especially if the following points be
emphasized:
The Association already numbers over 21,000 members.

Its possibilities in the future as a medico-political
machine; its organ, the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, is
edited and issued in the interests of its members, and is
not found on the tables of public libraries; its contents

include " an Epitome of Current Medical Literature,"
"Warning Notices," etc.; the issue to the public of the
work Secret Remedies-which, I trust, is now on the
waiting-room table of every member-might also be
referred to.

I am induced to send this appeal because I am sure
all is not well with the profession of medicine, and I
regard its future as gloomy. Believing still in the proverb,
" Heaven helps those who help themselves," I say let us
make this Association the solid mass of the profession,
and then we shall have irresistible weight in approaching
the Legislature or other public bodies, to the advance-
ment of our interests and the defence of our rights. Once
more, spade work! Do it now !-I am, etc.,
November 30th. F.R.C.S.

PRESCRIBER AND DISPENSER.
SIR,-Although the strange resolution passed on Novem-

ber 2nd, at the meeting of the Chelsea Division, concerning
editorial articles in the JOURNAL i8 to come before the,
Representative Meeting, and will, no doubt, be discussed
there, it seems to me a matter that merits a little wider
discussion by individual members of the Association.
In moving his resolution Dr. Williams is reported

(SUPPLEMENT, November 20th, p. 325) to have " called
attention to instances in which editorial articles and
comments in the JOURNAL had been inimical to the
interests of the majority of the profession." Having made.
this assertion, Dr. Willi%ms instanced one article, which,
he said, "disapproved of medical men dispensing their
own medicine," and expressed his belief that this view
was not shared by the majority of the Association.
Whether or not Dr. Williams is right in holding this belief

is a matter which could only be finally settled by taking
plebiscite of the profession. But the only recent article at
all answering his description is one entitled "Prescriber
and Dispenser," on p. 488 of the issue of August 21st.
I find that this is primarily an article dealing with a paper
read at a meeting of the Pharmaceutical Society by
Mr. Donald McEwan, and is largely a reply to certain
friendly strictures made on the profession by that gentle-
man. The writer, however, does begin bv expressing a&
belief totally opposed to that of Dr. Williams. "If the.
members of the profession were polled," he says, "we have,
little doubt that a large majority would be in favour of
release from the troublesome burden and the inevitable.
commercialism of dispensing." Lower down some of the.
evils of dispensing are pointed out ; the fact that medical
men are driven into the position of accepting these evils is
lamented, and combination is suggested as the only
remedy. There is not a word of condemnation of those.
medical men who do dispense. Curiously enough the.
correspondence column of the next issue contains two'
letters strongly endorsing the views expressed in the.
article, and one of your correspondents, Dr. B. G. Morison,
even remarks that " there are not many medical men who'
will not endorse your statements." My own experience
of over thirteen years' practice in Lancashire convinces
me that a large majority of my colleagues in the North of
England would be thankful to escape the drudgery of dis-
pensing, and from what to many seems the loss of pro-
fessional status involved in it, if only some system could
be evolved which would not involve too heavy a pecuniary
loss.-I am, etc.,
Leigh, Nov. 27th. FRED. E. WYNNE, M.B.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION ON ANAESTHETICS.
SIR,-The leading article on the above subject in your

issue of December 4th says: "1 The General Medical
Council, therefore, does not think fresh legislation on the
administration of anaesthetics desirable." Surely this is
an error, for "Conclusion4 " of the report of the Anaes-
thetics Committee, which report was adopted by the
Council, distinctly states that it is desirable in the public
interest that the administration of anaesthetics should be
restricted by law. This pronouncement of the Council,
which is the most important they have yet made on the
subject, is one for which we have anxiously been waiting,
and one which will be received with satisfaction not only
by the whole profession but by the public. Though there
are many who hoped that the Council might have pro-
posed reforms of a somewhat wider scope, the medical
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profession will, I think, agree that should their present
proposals meet with the approval of the Departmental
Committee now sitting, and should an Anaesthetics Act
embodying them be passed, a very great step will have
been achieved, and one which will have the effect of
reducing the risks of anaesthetics and of restoring public
confidence. In order that the views of the General
Medical Council upon this important matter may
thoroughly be grasped it is necessary to read the report
of their Anaesthetic# Committee as a whole,' and if this
be done your readers will, I think, obtain a different
impression to that conveyed by the leading article to
which I have referred.-I am, etc.,
London. W., Dec. 6th. FREDERIc HBWITT.

1 See SUPPLEMENT, December 4th, 1909, p. 360.

AMBULANCE LECTURES AND VOLUNTARY AID
DETACHMENTS.

SIR,-The letter of S. Hillier and the editorial remarks
on scouting quinsey in your last issue are not entirely un-
connected. To take the ambulance lectures first: I think
your correspondent is perfectly right in his objection to
giving courses of ambulance lectures for the War Office
free of charge. It is not uncommon to find people ready
to show their charity or their patriotism at some one else's
expense. As one of the earliest lecturers on first aid and
nursing for the St. John Ambulance Association, I always,
on principle, accepted one guinea a lecture, which, I may
add, was always cheerfully paid. Our charity may be
bestowed in other ways more in accordance with our in-
clinations and our knowledge of where it is needed most.
As regards the Boy Scouts, it must be regretted that

such mischievous directions should have been mixed up
with their otherwise excellent rules, and I feel sure that
Sir Robert Baden-Powell would be the first to erase them,
his one idea being to raise up among the young people of
this country a body at once disciplined, honourable, useful,
and patriotic. No nobler or more practical scheme has
ever been inaugurated for bringing back the British
people to a true sense of citizenship and nationhood; but
is not the intrusion of absurd and useless rules of treat-
mnent common to the teaching of first aid and nursing
lectures all over the country ? Is it realized that
nine out of ten of those who attend these lectures
approach the subject for the first time, and are
totally ignorant of Latin? Why, then, burthen their
puzzled brains with scientific terms which either get
jumbled up in their memories or, happily, forgotten?
A thorough knowledge of a few simple and practical
expedients would be of infinitely more value, and, I may
add, more available in case of emergency, if not mixed up
with the detail which is now too often demanded (and
therefore produced to order) by the examiners in these
subjects.
To protect a broken bone one does not require a full

knowledge of the skeleton; to stop serious bleeding one
4does not need to know the names of all the main arteries
in the body, or of the valves of the heart. A little know-
ledge-or, as I would rather interpret it, imperfect
knowledge-of many things is a dangerous thing, while a
thorough and practical acquaintance with a few simple
-expedients may save many lives. Words, and especially
scientific terms, slip easily out of the memory of the ordi-
nary man, while a practical illustration of what can be
done in drowning, serious bleeding from artery or vein,
choking, fits of vaxious kinds, broken bone, and many other
emergencies which common sense will suggest, live in the
mnemory, and are immediately available, when needed,
without the assistance of a notebook.-I am, etc.,
December 4th. M.B.OxoN.

SIR,-The original letter of November 6th by the Repre-
tsentative of the Cleveland Division on the above subject
has been so far discussed to my satisfaction in the columns
of November 13th, 27th, and December 4th as to seem to
require no answer to the letter of the "R.A.M.C. Major
<Ret.) " in the issue of December 4th, except to say that
civil and military manners differ.-I am, etc.,

THE VICE-PRESIDENT, THR WINCHESTER
December 4th. DIvIsIoN.

A PORTABLE OXYGEN GENERATOR AND-
INHALER.

SIR,-In producing a portable and practical oxygen
generator Dr. Leonard Hill has conferred a great boon
upon anaesthetists, and I for one hasten to thank him
for it.
In the theatres of hospitals and the best class nursing

homes oxygen in cylinders is, of course, always provided
ready for immediate use, but in many nursing homes, and
in all private houses, it is conspicuous by its absence.
I have for years. at odd times pondered over the possi-
bility of generating it for myself, but have had neither the
time nor scientific knowledge necessary to think out a
practical scheme. For a time I carried oxygen in a gas
cylinder, but found this too heavy for convenience. Now,
in Dr. L. Hill's apparatus comes the very thing I have
wanted, and, curiously, this use for it does not seem to
have occurred to him.

Dr. Hill will confer a further favour if he can assure us
that the heat developed will not be a source of danger in
the presence of ether vapour, as an anaesthetist might well
be too busily engaged to superintend the cooling of the
bag. I presume I may take it for granted that the
apparatus could be fitted to an ordinary face-piece for
administration to an unconscious patient.-I am, etc.,
London, W., Nov. 26th. G. A. H. BARTON.

INTERMITTENT CLOSING OF CEREBRAL
ARTERIES.

SIR,- The recent discussion on the subject of temporary
contraction of cerebral arteries interested me considerably
as it seemed to account for some hitherto very obscure
cases.

I was reminded of it a few days ago by a visit from a
patient Ihad not seen for a couple of years. On her first visit
in 1907, she stated that about a fortnight previously she had
been suddenly seized with clonic spasm on the right side
with " numbness." The mouth on that occasion only was
drawn to one side. This attack and several subsequent
ones passed off quickly and she felt no ill effects. Up to
the time I saw her she had had several similar seizures.
Careful examination failed to discover any cause. On her
recent visit she stated that these attacks had continued
during the two years, but were becoming more frequent
and were always immediately preceded by profuse sweat-
ing for a few moments. Now in this case there is, first,
relfaxation of the systemic arterioles, and immediately
after, as I think, contraction of the cerebral arterioles on
the left side. On questioning her I found the sense of heat
and sweating was chiefly felt to the right side.

I have seen, as I am sure most other practitioners have,
these transient cases of hemiplegia where no cause could
be traced unless that vague term " neurasthenia " can by
called one. The temporary character of these attacks,
and the fact that they leave no permanent traces, seems
to me to exclude any organic cerebral lesion, and, so far as
I can judge, contraction of the cerebral vessels is a reason-
able hypothesis. Why it should be localized is probably
as inexplicable as " dead fingers."-I am, etc.,
Cootehill, co. Cavan. Nov. 29th. T. H. MOORHEBAD.

THE ORIGIN OF CANCER.
SIR,-Dr. Newbigging's letter (BRITISH MBDICAL JOURNAL,

November 13th, p. 1441) is entirely in accordance with my
theory, although he says that his views are diametrically
opposed to mine. It is not acids generally that I blame,
but sulphurous and sulphuric acids in particular. If I am
right, the beneficial effects which Dr. Newbigging claims
for acetic acid are quite intelligible, since the two are in
this respect antagonistic. It is, indeed, to me rather a
disquieting fact that SO is now introduced into nearly all
wines and preserved fruits simply because it has been
found to counteract acetic acid fermentation.
When I am writing, will you allow me to quote a pas-

sage from De Bary, which I think may throw an entirely
new light on the parasitic theory of cancer, and clear up
what are, after al, the only objections to it-namely, that
so few actual parasites have been found, that the cancer
cell seems itself to be the parasite, and that the heterotype
mitosis, which is apparently characteristic of reproductive
and germ cellU, is also a feature in the multiplication of the
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