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The date of the meeting has not yet been fixed. Further
information can be obtained on application to Dr. W. C.
MRCann, Longford.

[FROM oUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTS.]

ABERDEEN STUDENTS AND ACADEMIC DRESS.
AT a meeting of the Aberdeen Students' Representative
Council held lastweek, a motionwas unanimously adopted to
the effect that the Arts members of the Students' Representa-
tive Council should do their utmost to make every student
at King's College wear the academic dress, and towards this
end (1) that they get the names of all students willing to
wear the gown on all practicable occasions; (2) that the
Students' Representative Council beg the Arts professors
to stimulate the use of the gown by, inter alia, marking
students who are not academically dressed as academically
absent-at least on certain days of the week; (3) that, in
order to remove the dislike entertained by older students
to the wearing of the gown, trencher tassels of different
colours be allotted indicative of the various years, as in
other universities.

WOMEN GRADUATES AND THE FRANCHISE.
A case was argued before the House of Lords last week

which was unique inasmuch that the appellants-who
were ladies-appeared in person and conducted their own
case.
The appeal was that of Nairn and others-women

graduates of the Universities of Edinburgh, Aberdeen,
Glasgow, and St. Andrews-against a decision of the Court
of Session in an action against the University Courts of
Edinburgh and St. Andrews, to have it declared that
women graduates were entitled to vote at the election of a
member of Parliament for the Universities of St. Andrews
and Edinburgh. Miss Macmillan, B.Sc.Edin., in her
speech contended that it was the duty of the Registrar to
issue voting papers to all graduates-women included.
The two main questions to be argued, however, were

that women were " persons," and were not subject to any
legal incapacity within the meaning of the Act. Miss
Macmillan quoted from the 27th section of the Repre-
sentation of the People (Scotland) Act, 1868, which
enacted that among those entitled to vote was every
person whose name was for the time being on the Register
of the General Council of the University, if of full age,
and not subject to any legal incapacity. For the definition
of " every person " they were referred to Section 28, which
laid down who were members of the General Council, and it
wvas admitted by the other side that women graduates
were persons within the meaning of that section, because
the respondents did not deny that they were rightly on
the Register. The natural meaning of the word "person,"
every one admitted, included both man and woman, and
this was made more apparent by the fact that in the earlier
sections of the same Act, when dealing with the county
and burgh franchises, the term "man " was invariably
used. Miss Macmillan argued that women graduates were
not subject to any legal incapacity within the meaning of the
Act, and cited many cases in support of this contention. It
was apparent, Miss Macmillan said, that the respondents
contended that women were incapacitated at common law;
that, she held, was an absurdity, because common law did
not apply to a new franchise, and the Act of 1868 specially
stated that all laws, customs, and enactments were to
apply, subject to the provisions of the Act. Miss Macmillan
made an appeal to history, and stated that before the
Union women were entitled to vote, and she had extracts
taken from the reports of the House of Commons to show
that that was the case.
Miss Frances Simpson, who followed, argued that the

-judgement of the Extra Division rested altogether on the
assumption that the custom that prevailed of women not
voting for. members of Parliament was a constitutional
principle, but she submitted that a custom of that kind
could not rank. The appellants contended that the custom
h4ing bearing on the university franchise, which was of
recevltA statutory creation. There had not been time for
any custom to spring up except the custom of graduates
voting. Th*esegraduates voted not as men, but

as graduates. Women graduates had the identical
qualifibations in virtue of which the men voted. Misa:
Simpson said it was scarcely conceivable that the change
in phraseology in the Act of 1868 from "man " to "person "
was made in the conviction that only men could then and
in the future become graduates. It was much more con-
ceivable that the change was made recognizing the possi-
bility that women might be at no distant date included.
The Lord ChanceTIor intimated that their Lordships

would let the respondents know if they desired to hear
any argument on the other side.
Whatever way the judgement goes it will be agreed that

the ladies made a good stand for what they considered
their rights, and whether they be "persons " or mere
women will be seen when their Lordships give their
decision.

[FROM oUR SPECiAL CORRESPONDENTS.]

WEST YORKSHIRE.

BRADFORD MEDICAL SOCIAL EVENING.
THE Bradford Division is arranging for a supper followed
by a smoking concert to take place on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 9th, at 8.30 p.m. There is a considerable amount
of musical and other allied talent amongst the medical
men of Bradford, and this is to be freely drawn on for the
occasion. Medical men, not members of the British
Medical Association, will be invited, and it is hoped that
the entertainment will be a great success. The importance
of social events of this character in promoting union and
raising the esprit de corps of a professional body like that
of medicine is not easily exaggerated. A feeling of fellow-
ship is engendered which obviates those little pangs of
jealousy that sometimes arise between medical men in the
exercise of their professional work.

A SCHOOL CLINIC IN BRADFORD.
The recent development of school work-a school clinic

-is now in full working order in Bradford. Minor skin
ailments, discharges from the ears, and errors of refraction
are all treated by the medical superintendent and his
assistants. An x-ray apparatus for the treatment of ring-
worm is ordered, and will soon be in working order. Apart
altogether from the question of the advisability of this new
branch of socialistic medical activity, it is doubtful whether
subjects that are usually treated by medical specialists
should be undertaken by junior members of the profession,
whose activities have necessarily to be directed chiefly to
other matters. Questions affecting the eye and ear and
the management of electrical apparatus for the treatment
of tinea would all be much better and more safely carried
out if undertaken by medical men accustomed to treat
these conditions. It is to be hoped that the Bradford
education authority will not attempt to try and convert
their medical officers into " all-round specialists."

MANCHESTER AND SALPORD.

THE NEW MANCHESTER ROYAL INFIRMARY.
A NOTICE has appeared in the press to the effect that the
removal of the in-patients from the old infirmary in
Piccadilly to the new infirmary will take place on Tuesday,
December lst. All the available ambulances of the dis-
trict have been secured for the purpose, and as the numbet-
of in-patients has recently been kept down as much as
possible, it is expected that the transference will be com-
pleted in one day. Some disturbance of the accident and
out-patient departments is unavoidable, and accordingly
arrangements have been made for any urgent cases to be
sent for a few days either to the Ancoats Hospital or the
Salford Royal Hospital. The out-patient department and
the dispensary at Piccadilly will be closed for alterations
and beautifymg from December 2nd to the 19th, the
patients having to go to the new infirmary; but on and
after December 21st the old out-patient department will be
reopened for the treatment of minor casualties and out-
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