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Sunderland Couity Borou h.- The estimated population in

1907 was 155,859. The birth-rate per 1,000 of the population
was 34.2, the death-rate 19.1 per 1,000, and the infantile mor-
tality rate 130 per 1,000 births. Dr. Renney has calculated the
birth-rate not only as a ratio of the population, but also in pro-
portion to the number of women at child-bearing ages. In the
latter case, however, he has not made any distinction between
legitimate and illegitimate births, so that the value of his figures
is considerably lessened. Of the 2,973 deaths which occurred
during 1907, as many as 500 were in public institutions, and as
the last four columns in Table I of the Local Government Board
are left blank it must be assumed that these 500 deaths were of
Sunderland inhabitants, and that none of the latter died in
institutions outside the borough. Dr. Renney states that since
1901 there have been treated in the Stanhope Sanatorium for
Consumptives 64 corporation patients,.of whom at the date of
his report one was still in the institution, 35 were dead, 15 well,
6 fairly well, and 7 could not be traced. He considers that in
addition to the curative work accomplished at Stanhope the
education of the patients in preventing the spread of the disease
is a marked feature. The health visitors report that in all cases
where patients have returned home they are using precautions
against infecting others. Reference is made to the large number
of soldiers invalided owing to consumption and to the Committee
of the House of Commons which was appointed to consider if
any means of treatment could be devised for these men. Dr.
Renney states that as a result of the consideration of the ques-
tion a grant has been made to provide for sanatorium treatment
for consumptive soldiers. This is not quite correct. The Com-
mittee recommended that a grant should be made, but the
Treasury refused to give one.

DIAGNOSIS OF NOTIFIED CASES BY MEDICAL
OFFICER OF HEALTH.

[.O.H.-The Local Government Board has stated that it is
undesirable that the medical officer of health of a district
council should in general undertake a personal diagnosis of
every notified case of infectious disease. In some cases, how-
ever-such as where the disease is one which in itself or
owing to the attendant circumstances threatens exceptional
danger to the community-it may be desirable that the
medical officer of health should make a personal diagnosis.
It must be remembered, however, that this can be done only
with the consent of the patient, or of those having charge of
the patient, and the medical practitioner in charge of the
case should always be communicated with and his co-
operation secured if possible. The Board considered that
as regards the examination of persons suffering from in-
fectious disease the medical officer of health should not be
subjected to more precise rules than those above indicated.

WATER SUPPLY FOR A SURGERY.
T. H.-As far as we are aware, no decision has been given by

the High Court as to whether a special charge may be made
for water supplied to a surgery for dispensing purposes. The
Watford Urban District Council was unsuccessful in 1907 in*an attempt to recover a charge which had been made upon
a medical man for this purpose. Some details of the case
will be found in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL for March
30th, 1907, p. 783. Reference to the same question is made in
the issues of June 29th, 1907, p. 1561, and of July 20th,
1907, p. 183.

Qbi tar.
DR. RODERICK SIM, whose untimely death occurred at
Eastbourne in August, will be much missed in the English
colony of Monte Carlo, for he had won a warm place in
local affections, and had established for himself an enviable
social and professional position. The son of an Indian Civil
Service official, James Duncan Sim, C.S.I., he was born in
Madras, and on being sent home was entered as soon as old
enough at Cheltenham College. Thence in due course he
passed to the Medical School of Middlesex Hospital, and
commenced the study of medicine. His student career,-however, was interrupted by an attack of rheumatic fever,
and this event not only exercised a serious influence on
his career at that period, but was eventually to prove the
indirect cause of his early death. In 1896 he became
M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., and not long afterwards secured
appointment as house-surgeon at Cheltenham General
Hospital. He liked the work, and did it so well
that his services were retained for the unusually
long period of five years. By that time he felt
ready to start practice on his own account, and in-fluenced no doubt by the knowledge that though active
and energetic both mentally and physically he was notreally very strong, he decided to take up work on the
Riviera, and, obtaining permission to practise at Monte
Carlo, established himself there some six or seven years

ago. In tllis place, as previously at Cheltenham, his
excellent professional qualities soon won appreciation,
while socially his breadth of mind, general culture. and
quiet sense of humour won him a welcome from the first.
He was a man who invariably took a kindly view of
his neighbours, and this quality, coupled with his mental
balance and strong common sense, rendered him in time
an influential and eminently useful member of the com-
munitv. His death, which resulted from sudden heart
failure, after exerting himself unduly in starting a motoQr
car, will be very generally and sincerely regretted. Dr.
Sim married some four years ago, and is survived by his
wife, but leaves no children.

WE regret to announce the death of Dr. JOHN TAYLOR,
of Earl's Colne, Essex, which took place on September 4th.
Medicine has thus lost a very old representative and East
Anglia a personality to which many, both in and out of the
profession, were greatly attached. Born in 1819, Dr.
Taylor, at the time of his death, was in his 90th year, but
still took a very keen interest in professional work and
progress. In spite, too, of his advanced age, he remained
a genial and willing host and an attractive companion, in
which connexion may well be mentioned that only last
month he was invited to accept the position of President of
the Colchester Medical Society, for the fact well indicates
the extent of his mental and physical vitality and the
position he occupied in the esteem of his fellow practi-
tioners. Dr. Taylor was born in the village where he
died, for his father established a practice in Earl's
Colne in 1812, taking to wife a daughter of Dr. Crump-
ton, a surgeon in the neighbouring village of Coggleshall.
In that practice Dr. Taylor began to play his part
in 1842, and succeeded to it in its entirety in 1856,
remainina at its head until the time of his death. It will
be seen, therefore, that Dr. Taylor and his father between
them represented medicine in Earl's Colne for very little
short of a century. His medical education he received
first at St. George's Hospital, and next as an apprentice to
the late Mr. Isaac Baker Brown, and eventually he
became M.R.C.S., L.S.A. During his long career at Earl's
Colne Dr. Taylor held, at one time or another, most of the
local appointments, and some of them for very long periods.
He was, for instance, for full fifty years Medical Officer
and Public Vaccinator to the Third District of the Halstead
Union, while his connexion with the Colchester Medical
Society was even longer. At one time its President, he
maintained his membership for over sixty-two years. The
Essex and Herts Medical Benevolent Society likewise owed
a good deal to his energies, and for many years he served
as the Essex trustee. He had long, too, been a member of
the British Medical Association, and some eighteen years
ago entertained the East Anglian Branch, to which he
belonged. Throughout the more active period of his life
he was a keen sportsman, hunting and cricket both strongly
appealing to him, and supplying him with a fund of anec-
dote and reminiscences. As might be expected in the case
of such an old and highly esteemed inhabitant, his funeral
was attended by a large concourse, representative of all
classes throughout the countryside.

DR. ALEXANDER MACDONALD, who died at his residence,
Olive Lodge, Polwarth Terrace, Edinburgh, on
August 14th, at the age of 48, was a native of Glenurquhart.
He was a graduate of the University of Edinburgh. He
first practised in the north of England, and settled in
Edinburgh some seventeen years ago, where, in the
Merchiston District, he had a large practice and had
earned wide respect. He was closely connected with the
volunteers, and latterly with the Territorial Force. When
the bearer company of the Lothians Volunteer Infantry
Brigade was formed, Dr. Macdonald, then one of the
Surgeons of the Queen's Rifle Volunteer Brigade, was
appointed Commanding Officer, a position which he held
until the volunteers were merged in the Territorial Force.
He was then given the command of the 3rd Lowland
Field Ambulance, with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel,
but his illness prevented his taking an active part in
the new force. For two years during the time of the
South African war he was Acting Surgeon to the Forces in
Edinburgh Castle, and at the time of his death he held
the office of Surgeon-Major in the Army Medical Reserve.
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