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the Chairman took part. After an exhaustive discussion,
the following resolution was moved by Sir John Byers,
seconded by Dr. Alexander Dempsey, and passed unani-
mously:
That this meeting of the Ulster Medical Society approves of
the principle of compulsorv notification of tuberculosis, and
appoints a committee to consider in what way the bill
might be improved, and to report to a future meeting of the
society.

Dr. Kidd subsequently read a series of resolutions of the
County Fermanagh Branch of the Irish Medical Associa-
tion bearing on the bill, and it was an instruction to the
committee to take these into consideration.

THE NEW IRISH UNIVERSITIES.
The Irish Secretary has successfully carried his bill for

the reform of Irish university education. He is to be
congratulated on his achievement, and both Houses of
Parliament, after the expression of doubts and fears, have
given him their support. It is satisfactory to know that a
step has been taken which meets with the approval of so
many, including the Roman Catholic Bishops, but it is
undoubted that the feeling is not universal in Ireland.
The bulk of those laymen who are competent to give an
opinion on university matters think the bill a bad one, and
predict all sorts of misfortune. The Bishop of Limerick
does not approve, and with the fatal facility which Irish-
men seem to have for inventing nicknames, has already
smneared the venture with the name of " the lodging-house
university." The Queen's Colleges used to be known as
the Godless Colleges, a term due also to clerical inventive-
ness. And the new Dublin University starts with an
unsavoury title that will stick. The expectation
that money would be provided for residences has
been disappointed. The Treasury cannot afford more
money. Then the claims of the extern student have been
put aside, and the struggling youth who cannot afford to
live in Dublin and attend lectures, but who desires a
degree as a proof of his literary or scientific attainments,
must be content to present himself at London University.
These and the questions regarding the position of May-
nooth stuLdents, and of those in the various seminaries who
will clamour for recognition, make a crowd of problems
Which will be always pressing for solution. It is certain
that the Irish University question is not yet done with,and that there is plenty of material for discussion in the
years to come. It is a pity that Mr. Birrell could not
induce his colleagues to be somewhat more generous. In
a matter of this kind parsimony is bad policy, and after
a worrying experience qf some years to come an Irish
Secretary will curse his predecessor for not having finished
his work.
We do not think the bill a good one for Ireland. But it

is on the Statute Book, with all its imperfections and
dangerous possibilities. We hope those who have under-
tal4en to work the scheme will succeed beyond their own
expectations, and that Ireland may benefit to the fullest
extent.

THE "QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY."
There is a rumour that the new university in Belfast

will be known as the Queen's University.. We hope this is
not true. Belfast has no claim to the title, and the
graduates of an institution which was wantonly sup-
pressed would strongly resent this revival of the title
in the connexion proposed.

FEEBLE-MINDED IN ONTARIO.
DR. HELEN MACMURCHY, who some years ago was com-
missioned by the State of Ontario to institute inquiries as
to the number and the conditions obtaining among the
feeble-minded, has compiled her second report to the
Provincial Secretary, bringing the statistics down to
January 31st, 1908. From this we see that the Ontario
feeble-minded of whom they had cognizance numbered
1,760, the probable proportion to population being between
3 and 5 per 1,000. As the result of a circular letter, of
which 1,000 copies were issued, more or less definite
information was received regarding 612 persons. Of these,206 were reported as inmates of rescue homes, homes for
the friendless, havens, refuges, etc., 123 had served terms

in the Andrew Mercer Reformatory, 37 had been confined
in gaols, and 20 had been sent to the Orillia Asylum.
Only 94 were reported as not having been in any such
institution. None of these institutions exists for the feeble-
minded as such, special provision not being made for these
cases in Ontario. The conditions obtaining amongst those
not in institutions are described by Dr. MacMurchy as
unsatisfactory, and of course those in institutions are only
there for definite periods. Dr. MacMurchy maintains that
the great bulk of the feeble-minded nlust always be State,
supported, either in prisons or refuges or charitable institu-
tionis, and that therefore it is the right of the State as well
as its duty to enforce their life-long detention in special
establishments.

f ast Jfriar_a ratertnrate.
OUR East Africa Protectorate has now become so favour-
able a settlement, and is so much visited by sportsmen in
search of big-game shooting, that the information published
in the recently issued Colonial Office report of the Pro-
tectorate is of distinct value. Climatically the country may
be divided into three zones-the Coast, the Highlands,
and the district round Lake Victoria. The coastal strip,
about 100 miles in width, extends from the German
frontier to the Juba river. It is not on the whole
unhealthy for Europeans, though owing to the dampness
of the climate the heat is much felt, especially during
the first three months of the year. Malaria and other
tropical maladies are not common, but nervous diseases
are answerable for the invaliding of several officers,
especially in Jubaland. The scattered bush country
begins about ten or fifteen miles inland. and here the
sea breezes are lost, the heat is greater, and it is not
so healthy, especially in the valley of the Tana, where
swarms of mosquitos render life almost intolerable at
certain seasons.
The Highlands consist of ridges and plateau land,

ranging from 4,000 to 9,000 ft. in height. This part is,
with certain exceptions, extremely healthy, with hot sun
but fresh breezes by day and cool night. It is well suited
for European colonization and has been largely settled,
and the white children born and brought up here are
of thoroughly healthy appearance. The Lake Victoria
district would seem to be the least satisfactory of all,
the heat being even greater than on the coast and violent
storms frequent. Malaria is common, and often leads to
blackwater fever.

Public health has on the whole been good duiring the
year under consideration, though there was marked
increase in malaria round Lake Victoria, correspond-
ing to an unprecedented rise in the level of the lake.
The total mortality among the whites amounted to 13,
or about 6 per mille. Sleeping sickness seems to be to
some extent abating in Kavirondo, but still claims a large
number of victims. Plague broke out at Nairobi, and
31 cases with 26 deaths occurred. Three cases of enteric
also occurred at Nairobi, and it is noteworthy that no
instance of this disease had been previously recorded in
the country. The most prevalent disorders were those
of the respiratory organs, especially pneumonia and
pleurisy. There are Government hospitals for Euro-
peans both at Mombasa and Nairobi, a gaol hospital
at the former, and three native hospitals at Kilindini,
Nairobi, and Kisumu. The genaeral sanitary condition
of the Protectorate naturally falls short of modern ideals,
but it is slowly improving. Mombasa has no proper water
supply, the Europeans depending on the rainfall, and
the natives, who suffer much from ankylostomiasis, on
brackish well water.

INFANTILE MORTALITY IN AUSTRALIA.
ON the occasion of the International Congress of the
Society for the Protection of Child Life (Gouttes de Lait)
in Brussels last year the Prime Minister of the Australian
Commonwealth despatched a representative of Australia in
the person of Dr. J. W. Dunbar Hooper, formerlv surgeon to
the Women's Hospital and Children's Hospital, Melbourne.
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