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clothes well boiled and keep their houses very clean
and not go near any one. And in case it should happen that
any poor p3rson falls ill, the community must maintain
him with special care, unless it is wished that the disease
should spread all over the place, and watch and ward should
be kept that they do not come near each other. In persons
infected should there occur any cold shivers in the shoulders
or in any other part of the body, an attempt must be made at
once to cpan the vein, and no one must drink out of the
same cup even should it be the hueband or wife. People must
not go about barefoot, and without often changing their
clothfs and their linenD, a precaution which must also be
observed for the " hot illnees" (mal chaud), and they must
also ure perfume and notify the disease one to the other as
Eoon as possible In order that prfecautions may be taken
against it. All which above written we have set down for the
profit and utility of posterity.
Here follows the signature of Guilhaume Darnauld, priest
and vicar, with the date June, 1655. The Vicar of Caddac
evidently held, or had learnt, opinions on the prophy-
laxis of infectious diseases very much in advance of
his time. Isolation was indeed carried out in a rough
and ready fashion by confining the plague stricken in
pest-houses, but in these recommendations of Guilhaume
Darnauld can be seen the germ of sterilization by heat
and of the notification of lixfections diseases.
The International, of which the fLrst number has just

appeared, is described as a review of the world's progress.
The editor is Dr. Rodolphe Broda. Among other articlels
it contains one by Sir Charles Dilke on " Sweating and
Minimum Wage," one by Sir John Cockburn, M.D., on
imperial federation, and one by Francis de Pressenr6 on
" The Results of the Hague Conference," besides a review
of the month by the editor and correspondence. from
Germany, France, Austria, Finland, Australia, South
America, Persia, China, Siam, and Japan. An account is
given of a book by Dr. Pressat on malaria and mosquitoa,
which has just been published, and which tells how within
a few months Ismailia was reclaimed. We learn also
that a new artificial language bas been invwnted by Dr.
Beerman, which he calls " Novilatin." As its name
Imports it is based on Latin, but the author has added a
few roots of his own fashioning, bpsides borrowing words
from aJl the leading languages of Earope. If the making
of artificial languages goes on at the present rate, we shall
soon have a greater confusion of tongues than that for
which the Tower of Babel is held accountable.

THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON THE POOR
LAWS ANP RELIEF OF DISTRESS.

THE following official notification has been issued on
behalf of the Royal CcmmiEsion on the Poor Laws and
Relief of Distress, and is reproduced here because moat of
the subjects mentioned have more or less bearing on
medical affairs, and some concern them very intimately.
The Royal Commission on the Poor Laws and Relief of

Distress, of which Lord George Hamilton is Chairman,
has adjourned for the Christmas recees.
During the first seven months of the year the Com-

mission mainly devoted its attention to studying the
methods of Poor-law administration in the provinces and
Scotland. It has received from local representative
wltnesses a large mass of written and oral evidence as to
the working of the Poor Law, the methods adopted for
medically assisting the poor outside the Poor Law, and
the relation of charity and of voluntary effort and se]f help
societies to the Poor Law. In order, also, that the Com-
mission should see for itself the local conditions
prevailing it visited about 100 unions in the neigib ur-
hoods of Liverpool, Manchester, West Yorkehire, the
Xidlands, South Wales, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Taunton,
Shrewsbury, and Bury St. Edmunds. It also spent a
month in Scotland, during which time it visited many
of the Industrial and agricultural centres and the paristes
In the Western Hebrides.
In each of the centres visited the Commissione7s, as

far as possible, attended meetings of boards of guardians,
parish councils, Poor-law relief committees, and distress
committees. They also visited Poor law and charitable
institutions, and saw paupers in receipt of outdoor relief,
including boarded-out children.
The Commission have also employed a number of

special investigators to make inquiries on its behalf
into various subjects coming wltbin the terms of the
Commission's rtference. The inquiries in cerlain cases

have been completed and reports on the following subjects
have now been received from the investigators: (1) The
relation of industrial and sanitary conditions to pauperlism
in London and certain provinclal towns In England;
(2) the effects of employment given to the unemployed
since 1886 as a means of relieving distress outside the
Poor Law in England and Wales, Scotland, and Ireland;
(3) the effect of outdoor relief on wages, and the conditions
of employment in certain unions in London, In the pro-
vinces of England and Wales, in Ireland, and in certain
parishes of Scotland.
Other inquiries now proceeding, which It is hoped will

be finished shortly, deal with such matters as: (1) The
results on the applicants of the refusal of out-relief by
boards of guardians; (2) the question of boy labour;
(3) the relations existing between charity and the Poor
Law; (4) the methods and results of the present system
of administering indoor and outdoor Poor-law medical
relief; (5) the bealth, clotbing, conditions and other
circumstances of Poor-law children.
In the course of theee inquiries the investigators have

interviewed and obtained lnfoi mation from a large number
of officials, employers of labour, and others, to whom the
Commissioners are desirous of tending their sincere
thanks for the courtesy and readiness with which they
complied with the demands made on them.
Two statistical Inquiries have been undertaken by the

CommiEsion with the object of obtaining fuller informa
tion of the class of persons relieved. One of these
Inquiries was a census of all the persons relieved in every
Poor-law area In the United Kingdom on March 31st, 190,
and the other was designed to give statistical Informa-
tion as to the mature of the diseases from which sick
paupers were suffering. At the Instigation of the Com-
mis*ion, the Local Government Boards of England and
Wales, Scotland, and Ireland moved for returns relating
to their respective countries showing the total number of
persons relieved during the course of twelve months, and
the periods and recurrence of relief. The Commission is
not yet in possession of the results of this Inquiry.
Through the courtesy of the Archbishops of Canterbury

and York, the Bishops of the various dioceses In England
and Wales, and the Moderator of the Church of Scotland,
the Commission have been enabled to secure the appoint-
ment of small committees of each of the Diocesan Con-
ferences and of the General Assembly of the Scottish
Church, with the object of obtaining from the clergy
throughout England, Wales, and Scotland information
as to the extent of poverty in each parish and how
far it Is relieved by existing agencies, etc. Thereports
of the different diocesan committees are now being
received, and it is hoped that they will prove of much
value.
The Commission has also been collecting information

relating to the Poor-law systems of most of the European
countries, the United States, Australia, New Zealand, and
Canada.

Since the beginning of October the Commission has
been hearing evidence from witnesses on the subject of
distress due to unemployment, and this evidence has
been supplemented by a large amount of written evidence
from persons interested in the subject. The Commis-
sion has taken the views of every distress committee in
the country on the subject of the Unemployed Work-
men Act; it has addressed a series of questions to
eminent political economists, employers and representa-
tives of labour, social workers, and others' on matters
relating to the conditions of labour as affecting unem-
ployment; and it has received memoranda from the
Board of Trade giving information as to cyclical trade
depressions, and other cognate subjects. Other Govern-
ment departments, including the War Office, the
Admiralty, the Post Office, and the Local Government
Boards of England and Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, have
also supplied memoranda, or have undertaken inquiries
on behalf of the Commission.
With the exception of short vacations, the Commission

has been sitting almost continuously on two days in each
week for the last two years; it has orally examined
about 400 witnesses, and, in additionI, it has received
written statements of evidence from nearly 1.000 persons
wrhom it has-not been possible to examine orally. It
has also invited expressions of opinion from some 1,5O@
Poor-law bodies in the United Klingdom.
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'Thalfurther evidence to be taken will not, it is believed,
occupy much time, after which the Commissiion will at
once begin the consideration of their report.

KING EDWARD'S HOSPITAL FUND FOR
LONDON.

THE following are the members of the Council and various
Committees of King Edward's Hosp'tal Fund for London
nominafted by H R.H. the Prince of Wales to serve for the
year 1908. The Honortry Secretaries are Sir Savile
Croesley and Mr. Frederick Fry, the permanent Secretary
being Mr. H. R. Maynard.

T1E COUNCIL.
The Lord-Lieutenant of the The Varl of Bessborough.
County of London (the Duke Viscornt Iveagh.
of Fife). Lord Rothschild.

The Lord-Lieutenant of Mid- Lnrd Strathcona and Mount
dlesex (the Duke of Bed- Ro7 al.
ford). Lord Farqubar.

*The Speaker of the House of Tbe R*. Hon. Sir Savile
Commons (the Rt. Hon. Croseley, Bart.
J. W Lowther, M.P.). The Rt. Hon. Sir Joseph

*The President of the Local Dimsdale, Bart.
Government Board (the The Rt. Hon. Thomas Burt,
Rt. Hon. John Burne, M.P.). M.P.

The Postmaster- General. Tbr Rt. Hon. C Stuart-
The President of the Hospital Wortley, K C., M P.
Sunday and Hrspital Satur- Sir Trevor Lawrance, Bart.
day Funds (the Lord Mayor). Sir John Aird, Bart.

The Chairman of the County Sir W. 8. Church, Bart.
Council. Sir Julius Wernher,. Bart.

The Governor of the Bank of Sir Edgar Speyer, Bart.
Enpland. Sir Henry Burdett, K.C.B.

The President of the Royal Sir W. J. Collins, M.P.
College of Physicians (Sir R. Sir John Craggs.
Douglas Powell, Bart.). Mr. Frederick M. Fry.

The President -of the Royal Mr. E. A. Hambro.
College of Surgeons (Mr. Mr. Williem Latham, K.C.
Henry Morris). Mr. J. Pierpont Morgan, jun.

*The Chancellor of London Mr. J. Danvers Power.
University (the Earl of Mr. Albert G. Sandeman.
Rosebery). Mr. Hugh C. Smith.

The Duke of Norfolk. *Lord Revelstoke.
The Bishop of London. *The Master of Ellhank M P.
The Bishop of Southwark. *Tbe Rt. Hon. Sir Ernest
ArchbishoD Bourne. Cassel
The Rev. J. GainneEs Rogers, *Lient.-Col. Sir Artbur Bigge.
D.D. *Sir Horacp Marshall.

The Rev. T. Bowman Stephen- *ProfeRsor W Osler.
son. D. D *Mr. Vaughan Hawkfns.

The Chief Rabbi (the Rev. Dr. *Dr. Edwir Fresbfield.
Adler). *Mr. J. G. Grifflths.

MEMBERS OF FINANCE COMMITTEE.
Lord Rothschild (Chairman). Sir John Craggs.
Lord Revelstoke. Mr. Robert FlemiDg.
The Rt. Hon. Sir Ernest Mr. Hugh C. Smith.

Cassel.

M1EMBERS OF DISTRIBBUTION COMMITTEE.
Sir William Church, Bart. Sir John Tweedy.
(Chairman). Mr. Frederick M. Fry.

Sir Trevor Lawrence, Bart. Rev. Canon Barnett.
Sir Henryr Burdett. Sir Horace Marshall.
Sir E. Cooper Perry.

MEMBERS OF CONVALESCENT HOMES COMMITTEE.
Mr. William Latham, K.C. Sir Walter Lawrence, Bart.
(Chairman). Mr. S. H. Benson.

Dr. Edwin Preshfield. Mr. Geo. Lawson Johnston.
Mr. Alfred Willett.

MEMBERS OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
The Earl of Beseborough Mr. J. Danvers Power.
(Chairman). Mr. A E. Sydney.

The Rt. Hon. Sir Savile The Hon. Arthur Stanley,
Cros- ley, Bart. M. P.

The Rt. 'HOD. C. Stuart- Mr. R. F. Cavendlsh.
Wortley, K.C, M P. Mr. J. 0. Griffiths.

Sir William J. Collins, M.P. Mr. 0. C. Phllipps, M.P.
* New members.

THE Lord Chancellor of Ireland has, on the recommenda-
tion of Mr. Thomas Lough, Lord Lieutenant of the county,
placed the name of Dr. J. B. Kenny, of Killeshandra, on
the Commission of the Peace for the county of Cavan.

MEDICAL NEWS.
THE Army Council has approved of the following

additional appointments to Queen Alexandra's Military
Hospital: To be consulting physieian, Surgeon-Major
General A. F. Bradshaw, late Army Medical Staff; to be
consulting surgeon, Lieutenant-Colonel P. J. Freyer, late
Indian Medical Service.
DR. MARSHALL, of Douglas, Isle of Man, was recently

presented with a carriage barometer by the members of
the St. John Ambulance class, in recognition of his services
as teacher and instructor to the class. The presentation
was made by Mr. Hobbs, Collector of Customs and
Receiver of Wrecks for the Island, who was supported by
Mr. C. T. Cowell. Dr. Marshall, in returning thanks,
offered his services to the corps for the forthcoming
class.
THE State Children's Association usually keeps In touch

with its supporters by the frequent issue of leafiets, but
recently has issued a report covering the whole of the
work for the past three years. It contains a good deal of
information as to the way in which the State at present
deals with the many children for whom it is responsible.
The Association sims at popularizing a belief that a home,
and not an institution, is the place in which even a
" workhouee " child should be reared. Nearly half of
all these unfortunate children are still living in
workhouses and barrack sebools, though this fashion
of providing for them has so long stood condemned
that most Boards of Guardians are endeavouring to
substitute some other system. The plan which the
association seems mainly to favour is the "Ecattered
home " system, one which secures for the child at least
some of the advantages of ordinary people, which treats
it as an individual, brings it into daily and free association
with more happily circumstanced young children, and
frees it when young from the stigma of " the house.,'"
Four years ago there were only some 37 unions in which this
system had been adopted, now the number has nearly
doubled.
THsE LONDON AMBULANCE SERVICE. -The Committee

appdinted by the Secretary of State for the Home Depart-
ment to inquire into the question of the ambulance provi-
sion for caees of accident and sudden illness occurriDg in
fhe strrefs. and public places in the metropolis, met at the
Home Office on Friday, December 20tb, Sir Kenelm Digby,
Chairman, presiding. Evidence was given by Mr. Henry
Morris, President of the Royal College of Surgeons, on
behalf of the College of Surgeons; by Sir William S. Church,
Bart . K. C.B., on behp lf of the Rryal College of Physicians ;
and Mr. J E. Adams, F. R.C S., Resident Assistant Surgeon
of St. Thomas's Hospital. The Committee propose shortly
to conclude the taking of evidence; communications which
it is desired to bring before the Committee should, thfre-
fore, be addre'sed as soon as possible to the Secretary,
Mr. A. L. Dixon, Home Office, Whitehall, S.W.
THE AMERICAN PHARMACIBUTICAL AssoCIATION.-At the

recent annual meeting of the American Pharmaceutical
Association the following resolutions were adopted:
" Wheress, the American Medical Association, the

American Pharmaceutical Association, and the National
Association of Retail Druggists, together with many State
and local organizations and journals in both professions,
have been for some years endeavouring to bring about a.
return to the practice of medicine based on the Pharma-
copoeia; and
"Whereas, the medical colleges are represented on the

Committee of Revision of the United States PAarmacozoeia;
and

" Whereas, it is manifest to the thoughtful men both in
medicine and pharmacy that a very large number of
medical men might he better informed regarding the
Pharmacopoeia as a book of reference and standards: Be it
therefore
"Resolved: That it is the senEe of the American

Pharmaceutical Association in convention assembled, that.
a great advance in the ethical practice of medicine and
pharmacy will be made when the medical colleges malke
the Pharmacopoeia a prescribed textbook or hook of
reference, and require familiarity with it in their
examinations.
" Resolved: That we request tb e governing authoritiesof States into.force such a ruling in their respective instituticns as willensure in future classesawell-grounded knowledge ofinsterla medica and pharmacognosy, as set forth in the

Pharmacopoeia."
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