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Fellows resident in England can have no legitimate cause
of complaint against them.

2. The exercise of these ancient restrictions by a London
hospital cannot be claimed necessarily to entail a greater
efficiency on the part of its staff, and it can therefore be
affirmed that, although ancient restrictions may have to be
conformed to, still they cannot be shown to be of public
benefit.
These facts being so, I think that it is quite reasonable

to urge that restrictions which are dependent on ancient
usage, and which can be shown to be of no public benefit
should not be recreated in modern days, and still less
that they should be countenanced by the trustees of a
Royal Fund that is eminently modern in its philanthropic
efforts for the public good. And in the specific instance
which has given rise to this correspondence, the point can
even be more forcibly argued, for, in the amalgamation of
the three orthopaedlc hospitals, two are, if I understand
rightly, to be deprived of their former liberty to elect
S3cottish Fellows to the staff appointments. Against such
a modern deprivation of pre-existent enjoyment I think
there are fair grounds for protest,-I am, etc.,
London, July 6th. HEATHER BIGG.

SMALL-POX AND VACCINATION IN CHINA.
SIR,-With reference to the able and interesting paper

onsmall-pox and inoculation in China in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of January 12th, there is one statement
which needs correction. The writer states:
In the southern and western parts of China, so far as I

remember, pock-marked persons are the exception, not to say
very rare; and I believe from inquiries recently made that
small-pox is, as a matter of fact, comparatively uncommon
south of the Yangtse, where alone, on the other hand, leprosy
is found.
In the last nine years I have been working in the

southern half of the province of Fuhkien, and this state-
ment is certainly not true as regards this wide area. Of
all the epidemic diseases small-pox is the most widely
spread and most prevalent, always endemic, and occasion-
ally breaking out in epidemic form. It is not at all an
uncommon sight to see children in the convalescent stage,
with the scabs separating, playing about in the streets. I
have also seen many of the worst confluent forms, and in
these years I must have seen at least 150 children under
the age of 5 with one or both eyes permanently blind from
this cause.
As for pock-marked persons, out of my seven students at

the present time, four are pock-marked.
Both inoculation (sometimes with disastrous results) by

the introduction of crusts into the nostril and vaccination
are practised. The latter practice is undoubtedly steadily
winning its way, and as it does so the visible effects of
the disease will undoubtedly diminish. Unfortunately
this is being taken advantage of in some regions by the
quack, and I have heard of vaccinations being performed
with milk. In this region, however, the rule is no vaccine
vesicle no pay, and such fraudulent action is kept in check.
-I am, etc.,

J. PRESTON MAXWELL, M.B., F.R.C.S.
Fulikien, South Clhina.

TEACHING OF HYGIENE AND TEMPER&NCE IN
PUBLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS.

SIR,-Dr. Claude E. Taylor's letter in the JOUIRNAL of
July 6th renders my position clear. He gives the
definition of temperance as total abstinence. We are,
therefore, in agreement that the Association is taking up
the question of total abstinence as one of its objects;
this being so, I. say again that this action of the Asso-
ciation will alienate the sympathies of a large proportion
of its members.

Dr. Taylor proceeds with his argument that every one
should live by " rule and proportion," measuring every-
thing he drinks, and, I suppose, everything he eats, and
everything he does, and the reward he offers is not that he
will enjoy life, but that he will live long-in,my opinion
hardly a sufficient recompense for the tremendous self-
concentration required during his existence. Dr. Taylor
evidently is not one of the believers in the "happy
despatch " at 40; his individual should surely be put in a
glass case, and tended by "rule and proportion," so that
he may live long as a scientific triumph.

Sir Victor Horsley says, in his reply to my letter, that r
am under a misapprehension. If that is so, Dr. Taylor's,
letter clears that up. I agree, of course, with Sir Victor
Horsley that all children should be total abstainers, but I
say they should be that by force, not have it taught theim
as a special subject at the ratepayers' expense.

If they are taught hygiene, that will instruct them in
the principles of true temperance, but let the Association
leave something for their future judgement when they
have arrived at maturity.

I am glad we have got at the meaning of the word
"temperance," for now the Asssociation has either to dis-
countenance that part of the programme, or bring forth a,
strong opposition to the adoption of such a controvrersial
subject as total abstinence.-I am, etc.,
London, N., July 9th. J. R. FULLER.

THE ASSOCIATION AND THE GENERAL MEDICAL
COUNCIL.

SIR,-Will you allow me space to say that the Council,
having at its last meeting for the second time refused toW
interfere with the expressed intention of the Central
Ethical Committee to prosecute cases before the Genera)
Medical Council, there appears to be no alternative left
for members of the General Medical Council but to sever
their connexion with the Association if they wish to
avoid complications at the November session. I have
therefore, with a keen pang of regret, sent in my
resignation to the General Secretary.-1 am, etc.,
Birmingham, July 8th. ROBERT SAAUNDBY.

THE APOTHECARIES ACr, 1907.
SIR,-In view of the numerous inquiries I am receiving

from those holding the diploma of the Society of Apothe-
caries as to the effect of the Act upon their diploma, may
I be allowed to state that the result of the Act, so far as
concerns those who have obtained the " L.S.A." since June
30th, 1887, is to enable them, on application to the Society
and on payment of the prescribed fee, to have granted to
them a diploma conferring the qualification of " Licentiate
in Medicine and Surgery of the Society of Apothecaries."
Subject to obtaining this new diploma from the Society,
the qualification can be entered upon the Medical Register.
The form of the new diploma and other matters con-

nected therewith are at the present time under the
consideration of the Court of Assistants of the Society, and
I hope to be in a position to make a definite statement as
to the Society's requirements in the course of next month.

I am, etc.,
A. MowBRAY UPTON,
Clerk to the Society.

Society of Apotliecaries of Loiidon, Blackfriars,
London, E.C., July 9th.

ROYAL NAVY AND ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES,
ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.

Examination of Majors for Promotion.
THE subjects selected for the year 1908 for the examina-
tion of Majors for promotion to the rank of Lieutenant-
Colonel will be as follows: Subject 3 (a)-The medical history
of the more ip2portant campaigns and the lessons to be learnt
therefrom; the medical history of the Afghan campaign, with
especial reference to the march from Cabul to Candahar ; and
the medical history of the advance of Lord Roberts to Bloem-
fontein. Books recommended: "Diary (Medical) of the March
of the Field Force of Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick
Roberts, V.C., G. C.B., from Cabul to Candahar " (Army Medioal
Department Report for 1879); " Special Report on the Hospital
Organization, SanitatioD, and Medical History of the Wars in
Afghanistan, 1878-79-80 " (Army Medical Department Report
for 1880); Forty-one Years in India, by Lord Roberts, V.0.,
etc., chapters 59-62 (thirty-fifth edition, 1902, vol. ii): "Reporton the Medical Arrangements in the South African War,'7 by
Surgeon-General Sir William D. Wilson, K.C.M.G. first
44 pages; The " Times " History of the War in South AfYrica,1899-1900, vol. iii, chapters 12 to 15 and chapter 17. Subject 3 (b)
-A knowledge of the army medical services of the more impor-
tant Powers; the medical organization of the French and
Italian armies, as described in the Handbook of the Medicat
Organizations of Foreign Armies, 1902.

AT a meeting of the Medico-Legal Society on July 23rd,
a discussion on the teaching of medical jurisprudence as
conducted in Paris and London respectively will bs opened
by Mr. George Pernet.
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