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ment Board, and of the citizens, as also the refuisal of the
Corporation to make previous experitnce a condition of the
appointment, is unsatisfactory and the remuineration
offered is inadequate.

Moved by Rev. Dr. Murphy, seconded by Mr. Edwin
Squire:
That the further action of the Corporation in stipulating

that all applieations must be lodged by September 22nd,
notwithstanding that the necessary advertisements did
not reach the two leading medical papers-namely, the
Lancet and the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL-in time for
insertion before that date, was most injudicious and unfair
to intending candidates, and renders it inadvisable to
proceed with the appointment on October lst.

Moved by Mr. T. F. Shillington, seconded by Mr. John
Murphy:
That copies of these resolutions be sent to the Lord
Lieutenant, the Chief Secretary, the Lord Mayor, the
Town Clerk, each member of the Corporation, and to the
Local Government Board, and that a deputation from this
meeting appear before the Corporation on October 1st,
and, failing a postponement and final satisfactory settle-
ment regarding thc appointment, the organizers of this
meeting are hereby authorized to act with the Citizens'
Health Committee in taking such steps as may be necessary
to apply for a Royal Coiimission of Inquiry into all
matters pertaining to the public health of the City of
Belfast.

A DISPENSARY ELECTION IN LIinERICK.
At a meeting of the Limerick Board of Guardians, held

-on September 26th, the election of a medical officer for
-the Cahirconlish Dispensary was proceeded with. There
was a crowded attendance of guardians, friends, and sup-
porters of the candidates-Dr. C. Waters, Calbirconlish,
land Dr. John Corby, Graigue. On a division, Dr. Corby
was, amidst great excitement, declared elected by 45 votes
to 41. Some disturbance took place at the end of the
Board room between the supporters of the doctors, which
the Chairman tried to settle ly pointing out that as they
were not now fighting the Englislh, but between them-
selves, they should belhave better. Eventually some
policemen intervened and stopped the disturbance.

PAUPER LUNACY.
A CONFERENCE between the Lancashire Asylums Board
-and representatives of the Boards of Guardians of the
eounty was held at Preston on September 27th to discuss
"how far it is possible by a closer co-operation between
The Asylums Board and the Boards of Guardians to reduce
the cost of the maintenance of pauper lunatics." That
-cost is increasing every year, ard all the asylums are
practically full at present. Asylums, of course, are greatly
more expensive institutions than workhouses. This
expenditure is justified in the case of patients who are
likely to benefit from the asylum treatment. The ques-
tion was discussed whether "chronics " could not be
properly accommodated, either in special buildings
administered in connexion with an asylum or in work-
h11ouses. The conference was unanimous as to the desir-
ability of distinguishing between the curable and the
incurable, and resolved:

That it is desirable in the interests of the ratepayer that
pauper lunatics who are considered incurable should be
maintained and housed in a less expensive state than
those for whom there is some chance of recovery.

The question as to means to be adopted to carry out the
Tesolution led to a long discussion. It is not intended to
transfer the cost of maintenance of the lunatics from the
county rate to the poor rate. The chief point in debate
was not who should pay but who should provide the
-accommodation. The Clerk of the Chorlton Board held
that it was very desirable that lunatics should be removed
from workhouses altogether, if that were possible, and that
special accommodation should be provided for them. It
appears that it eosts 93. ld. per week to keep a lunatic in
an asylum. After discussion the following resolution was
carried on a division:

That as far as possible it is desirable that Boards of Guardians
should make agreement with the Asylums Board for the
maintenance of harmless chronic cases, and so far as the
Guardians do not make such provision the same should be
made by the Asylums Board on a specially economical
scale.

It was further resolved that the Asylums Board should
have power to provide reception hospitals, to which all
lunatics could be sent for treatment and observation
before they were certified for asylum or workhouse treat-
ment. A deputation was appointed to lay the resolutions
before the Home Secretary, the Lunacy Commissioners,
and the Local Government Board.

EPIDEMIIC OF " PINK-EYE."
During the past month there has been in the City of

Manchester an epidemic of "pink-eye"amongst horses.
Since the outbreak a large number of horses have fallen
victims. The railway companies and big firms of carriers
have suffered most.

,eAtnastIt-uVpnn4te.
FINAL EXAMINATIONS FOR DE(CIREES.

THE final examinations for degrees in medicine and
surgery were concluded last week, the successful candi-
dates receiving their degrees at a Convocation held at the
Armstrong College, Neweastle-upon-Tyne, on September
29th. For the first time the clinical examinations were
conducted in the Royal Victoria Infirmary. Here the
candidates in medicine were welcomed by the President of
the College of Medicine, who, in a few appropriate
remarks, congratulated them oni being the first candidates
to be examined in the New Infirmary, the wards of which
during the fine summer weather then prevailing looked
extremely pretty. Already the work has migrated to the
new building. The removal of the patients from the old
infirnmary, althouglh a difficult task, was accomplished
without any mishap. The new matron, Miss McCall
Anderson, lhas taken up her duties, and already the
influence of her knowledge, wide experience, and general
tact is being felt in the several departments of the
institution.

CONVOCATION AT ARmSTRONG COLLEGE.
The Convocation at the Armstrong College on September

29th was a marked success, the brilliance of the gowns
and hoods lending brightniess of colour and variety to the
scene. Honorary degrees were conferred upon Lord
Ravensworth, Sir Arthur Bigge, Professor Lebour, Pro-
fessor Raleigh, and others. After Convocation an adjourn-
ment was made to the library, where Sir George H.
Philipson, as Clhairman of the Gurney Memorial Fund,
invited tlle President of the Armstrong College (Dean
Kitchin) to unveil a bust placed to the memory of the late
Principal Guirney, who from 1894 to 1904 laboured
unceasingly to promote the interests of the College of
Science and to advance the cause of education generally.

EXTENSION OF COLLEGE OF MEDICTNE.
On October 4th the Heath wing of the College of

Medicine was opened by his Grace the Duke of North-
umberland. The foundation stone of the main building
was laid by the father of the present Duke in November,
1887. Wlhen the late Dr. George Yeoman Heath, a former
President and Professor of Surgery in the college, died, he
bequeathed £6,000 to the college for the erection of a
residential hall and £5,000 to found and endow the Chair
of Comparative Pathology. As difficulties were experi-
enced in carrying out Professor Heath's wislhes regarding
the residential hall, it was decided on judges' orders that
the legacy should be devoted to the structural extension
of the college. Accordingly a liandsome wing has been
erected in wlichl are rooms for the Students' Union, and a
suite of well-equipped laboratories for physiology and
bacteriology. Towards the expense of £15,000 spent on
the building and its furnishings, the legacy left by Dr.
Heath, with its accrued interest, lhas been applied.
Thle building reflects the greatest credit upon tlle
architects, Messrs. Dunn, Hansom, and Fenwicke,
and especially upon Mr. Ellison Fenwicke, who has
been an almost daily visitor during its erection.
The laboratories of Professor Oliver and Professor Murray
are extremely well lighted and are furnished with the
latest appliances, thanks to the care and attention given
to the necessary details by Messrs. Ramsbottom and
Hutchins, the demonstrators in charge of these depart-
ments respectively.
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CHAIRS OF PATHOLOGY AND SURGaERY.
With Dr. Bolam's promotion to the Chair of Pathology

the Pathology class will now become a winter course
instead of a summer course as heretofore. It will meet
this winter for the first time under the new arrangement.
In the Chair of Surgery Professor Page will have the

assistance of Mr. J. Rutherford Morison as a colleague.
Mr. Morison enters upon his duties this winter.

REPORT OF MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH.
THE annual report for the year 1905 of the Medical Officer
of Health has recently been issued, and, as usual, contains
much interesting and valuable information. Bristol seems
to be for ever extending its boundaries, 13,000 persons
upon an area of 5,347 acres having been swept into the
city by the most recent extension, making the population
at the end of 1904 to reach 354,000 persons on 17,000 acres.
This increase accounts for a great rise in the number of
children attending public elementary schools, the medical
inspection of which is now engaging the attention of the
Education and Health Committees. At the end of 1905
66,153 children were attending schools, and a useful set
of rules have been drawn up for the management of infec-
tious and communicable diseases. During the year a
municipal lodging-house was opened, providing 120 beds
at a cost of over £7,000. The average weekly attendances
number 392.

Ambulance Service.
The ambulance service (except for infectious cases) in

Bristol is not under the management of the Corporation,
and the available carriaaes are tabulated on one page.
This is no doubt as it should be, but it does scant justice
to the enormous amount of work, done at a minimum of
cost, the ambulance does. It is procurable at all hours of
night or day, and will compare very favourably both in
efficiency and management with any such service in the
country. Over 3,000 cases were carried in the ambulances
in 1905. The Corporation ambulance for the removal of
infectious cases is situated in Canons Marsh. The latest
vaccination returns available are for 1904, and show that
the percentage of successful results to births is 68.76.
Bristol boasts of 245 " conscientious objectors."

Vital Statistics.
During 1905 there were 9,649 births (253 of which

were returned as illegitimate), giving a birth-rate of
26.9, a slight increase on the previous year, but continuing
the decrease shown since 1881. The excess of births over
deaths was 4,363. The deaths amounted to 5,286, giving a
general death-rate of 14.74 per 1,000 living (15.58 in 1904).
Of these deaths, 1,182 were children, an infant mortality-
rate of 122.4, which is lower than that of 1904, but does
not reach the unusually low rate of 1903 (116.3).

Infectious Diseases.
The value of internotification of small-pox was well

illustrated in May, 1905. Dr. Davies reports that in that
month he received information that small-pox was abroad
in the country around Bristol, and in anticipation he pre-
pared the small-pox hospital. On May 13th a case was
notified from the workhouse, another on the 15th, a third
on the 25th, and a fourth on June 2nd. All these
cases recovered. On June 6th another appeared, and
he was traced to have slept at a lodging-house with
thirty-five other men. From this case 5 contact cases
followed, 4 being sufficiently ill to be obliged to
go into hospital. The fifth escaped, but was heard of in a
public-house with the eruption well out. The means to
catch theman and possible contact cases were energetic, but
the man appears to have escaped and only infected two
persons. The type of the disease, according to Dr. Davies,
is exceptionally mild, and hence very liable to be over-
looked. In all, 13 cases were notified in the year. Scarlet
fever showed a decreasirig prevalence, and was of a mild
character. In all, 1.085 were notified, with 39 deaths, a
case-mortality of 3.5. The number of cases of enteric
fever notified was the lowest on record, only 76, with 13
deaths, case-mortality 17. Of diphtheria 1,021 cases were

notified, with 59 deaths, the case-mortality (5.7) being the
lowest yet recorded. Bacteriological examination of 6,53>
specimens were made for diphtheria, and the bacillus was
found in 1,396. Infantile diarrhoea caused 169 deaths, so
that the death-rate from this disease was 36.0, a low rate
compared with other towns. One doubtful case of typhus
was notified. Deaths from measles were 180, and from
whooping-cough 123. Pulmonary tuberculosis accounted
for 407 deaths, thus continuing the decrease that has
been observed for some years. Notification of this disease
was adopted in September, 1905, and in the four months
330 cases were reported. In a table showing the occupa-
tion of these patients the boot, shoes and leather trade
showed the greatest number, institution and home
cases excepted. The disease was most fatal among
labourers, domestic servants coming second. The report
of the Waisley Sanatorium, to which 171 patients were
admitted, shows that of the 45 discharged, 28 were much
improved, 11 a little improved, and 6 not improved. Dr.
Davies again calls attention to the small amount of accom-
modation the city has tor infectious cases compared with
other great towns, in all 202, whereas calculated on the
basis of 1 for 1,000 population it should have 358. This,
he states, results in a large number of persons suffering
from these diseases being left at home for want of suf-
ficient beds, thus vitiating the chances of effectual control.
He advises 21 additional beds at Lower Hill and also at
Clift House. The report includes others from Dr. Fletcher
on Ham Green Hospital and Mr. Pauli on Lower Hill
Hospital. Under the Inspector of Nuisances report is a
statement concerning the slaughterhouses; it is that with
117 of these houses and only two inspectors, proper inspec-
tion is impossible, though over 32 tons of meat were con-
demned as unfit for food, as well as 10,000 tins of canned
meat salvaged from fire but advertised for sate. The
report concludes with the usual useful weather report.

CONTRACT MEDICAL PRACTICE.
UNDERCUTTING TACTICS.

WE have received from a medical man in the north
of England two advertisements cut from local papers.
in respect of which an opinion is asked. One of these
purports to be from a medical man who states that
he is well qualified and a total abstainer, and that he
seeks an appointment as a colliery club doctor at 6d. a
fortnight. In the other, a young practitioner seeks a
partner, who must be an abstainer, in a colliery club prac-
tice at 6d. a fortnight likewise. OuLr correspondent says:
"VWhat view, do you think, would the General Mledical
Council take in the case of any medical graduate who
resorted to such tactics to obtain a club practice
even on approved subscription terms, not to speak
of the attempt to ' blackleg' by underselling-
established practitioners who are maintaining the
9d. rate?" We can only conjecture what view the
General Medical Council would take of these advertise-
ments if brought before its notice as a body, but
it is safe to assume that its members as individuals.
would greatly regret their insertion, and tlfe spirit,
or want of proper spirit, which prompts them. The
first seems a frank case of touting, and the second is.
probably the same thing in a different guise, for it is
scarcely likely that any one really in search of a partner
would advertise for one in the columns of a iocal paper.
To attempt to obtain a colliery club appointment in this
fashion would in any case be a questionable proceeding,
and to do so in a neighbourhood in which it is well'
known that local practitioners as a body are standing out
for the 9d. rate is something worse.

UNDER the will of the late Miss Martha Nicol Harcourt
Armstrong of Malvern, Epsom College receives a bequest
of £2,000. It is directed that this shall be applied to the
foundation of a scholarship tenable for three years at
either Oxford or Cambridge University, and that it shall
be known as the Robert Armstrong Scholarship in memory
of the father of the testator.
MR. THOMAAS BARNES-WILLIAMS, former]y of Piccadilly,

London, and Cliftonville, Margate, who died on August
8th, left £2,000 to be applied towards the prevention and
treatment of cancer in any manner deemed suitable by a
lady mentioned in the will.
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