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of living during the five years of the present curriculum
of study.
The composition fee for all the necessary classes

at most schools, including hospital practice, may
be taken as something between £125 and 2150; the
exact figures for the different schools may be found
elsewhere in the present issue of the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL. The cost of living is greater in
London and in the older universities of England
than at the newer provincial universities, or at
those of Scotland and Ireland. Speaking generally,
the cost for the whole curriculum may be taken as
something between £600 and £1,000, the precise amount
varying both with the particular place of study and
with the individual student's habits, mode of life, and
success in passing examinations at the proper times.
In counting the cost of medical education the mani-

fold helps available for the reduction of expense should
not be ignored. At nearly all the schools there are
entrance scholarships, and there are besides other
pecuniary aids peculiar to individual schools, having
perhaps their highest development at the present day
in the Scottish Universities; in addition to these there
is a large number of open scholarships and prizes.
Detailed information and advice as to the medical
curriculum will be found in the following pages.

PROSPECTS IN THE PROFESSION.
IT has been said that one of the advantages offered by
the medical profession is that a man of ordinary steadi-
ness can always make a living in it. Moreover; he can
generally count on securing a livelihood as soon as he
is, in a professional sense, fledged. At the same time he
is laying the foundation of that structure of first-hand
knowledge of things which every man must build for
himself, gaining experience and acquiring that confi-
dence in his own resources which, like Falstaff's sack,
enables a man to put his knowledge in act and use.

THE START.
Comparatively few men can at once settle down in

the comfortable certainty of a sufficient practice, in-
herited or purchased, and as a general rule it is advisable
that young doctors should make themselves acquainted
with the methods and practice of other schools than the
one in which they have been trained. As Dr. Johnson
said, "An Athenian blockhead is the worst of blockheads,'
which is only an emphatic way of saying that the best
academic training should be supplemented by wider
experience.
The newly - qualified practitioner will do well,

therefore, to serve for a time as a resident officer or
clinical assistant in a hospital; further, he may with
great advantage, like Ulysses, see the manners and
customs of many men by travel as a ship's surgeon or
by serving four years in the Royal Navy. In any case,
if his sphere of work is to be general practice he should
learn the important details which make up, the
conduct of a medical business, and which cannot be
learned in schools *or hospitals, by working as
assistant in a busy practice.
The particular line a man will follow in his life-work

to a large extent depends on his opportunities and apti-
tudes. If he can afford to wait and has the necessary
equipment, then he will probably develop into a physician
or surgeon, or a specialist in a more limited sense. If
his tastes lie in the direction of general'practice he will
be wise to distribute his interests anti energies over the

whole field of medicine. Operative surgery, which i-n a
town may usually be delegated to others, is, to a con-
siderable extent, a necessity for every one engaged in!
country practice; and the country doctor, placed
far away from professional 'assistance, is, without
doubt, the general practitioner in his highest develop-
ment.
Besides general and consulting practice, other oppor-

tunities for good work and fair remuneration are offered
by the Public Health Service, in which medical men
have to initiate and direct the practical applications of
preventive medicine, which has a most intimate relation
with the social well-being, prosperity, and future de
velopment of the nation and empire. The Navy, the
Army, and the Indian Medical Service all offer certain
attractions, not the least of which is the certainty of a
fair pension at the end of a relatively short term of
service. The Colonial Service, the Prison Service
lunacy appointments, and resident Poor-law, appoint-'
ments also offer advantages which are not to be
obtained by the general practitioner; most of them,
however, have certain drawbacks. Particulars of 'all
these spheres of practice are given in this issue of the
JOURNAL.

THE WAITING TIME.
The most trying time of the medical man's life, from

the beginning of professional study onward, is probably
that in which he is waiting for practice. It is then that
he may be tempted to allow himself to be farmed by
the commercial combinations known as co-operative.
Friendly Societies; at this period, therefore, it
behoves him to be most vigilant in detecting and
resolute in avoiding that which is evil or even
doubtful. For the young consultant waiting for
practice teaching posts in the medical schools
private tuition, and various kinds of literary work, may
help to provide at least a living wage while he awaits
the dawn of a day of larger things. For the man who
does not care to buy a practice or a partnership, or who
has no private income, there are Public Health appoint-
ments, Poor-law appointments, including that of public
vaccinator, certain workmen's clubs, and other similar
means of finding an opening to general practice. A
public appointment, indeed, is often of very great.
value, even though it bring in no immediate pecuniary
advantage.

CON-CLUSIONS.

It is a sound principle of conduct that the newly-
qualified man should associate himself in as hearty a
manner as possible with the practitioners already estab-
lished in the district by attending the meetings of the
local Divisions of the British Medical Association, and
in other ways showing a disposition to cultivate friendly
relations with his brother practitioners and combine
with them in their efforts for the common good. Every
one of us owes a duty to his profession as wella-s to the
public; and a man who stands aloof in selfish isolation
from the struggles of his brethren fails 'in that duty,
and within the measure of his personal influence, what-
ever it may be, weakens the power and less'ens the
dignity of his profession.
A practitioner of medicine should, to the best of his

knowledge and ability, strictly follow the code of
etiquette accepted by the profession, for he may be
assured that it has its root in a principle which works
for the general good, while for his real success nothing
in the end will prove more helpful than a faithful'
adherence to the spirit of the rule, "Do as' you would be
dome by."'- -
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