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was noted in some of the forms, and in others the extrusion
of a peculiar " woollyv" red-staining substance first noticeable
as a tail-like process projecting from the end of the parasite in
-which the small chromatin mass was situated. In the early
stages. this might be mistaken for the commencing formation of
the flagellum, but later the substance becomes more
voluminous, and forms are seen in which it appears to be
pouring- out into the plasma. A reference to the diagram of
this condition fails to make clear the nature of the substance
or the relation it bears.to the parasites. The report does not
add materially to our knowledge of the subject, but it con-
firms the work of Rogers and others. In the excellent plate
at the end some of the forms depicted strongly resemble
developmental stages of trypanosomes. What these bodies
-eally are it is difficult to conjecture, but at any rate no harm
would be done by submitting them to some leading proto-
zzoologist for a definite opinion as to their nature. It is time
that this was done, as it would indicate the lines for future
study and research, and might lead to the question being
definitely settled.

The first part of a paper by Dr. LINGARD on Observations
-on the Filarial Embryos 14nud in the General Circula-
tion of the Equidae and Bovidae, and their Probable
Pathological &tgnifcance,' deals with a filaria found in
horses. The embryos exhibited a modified periodicity, never
being entirely absent from the blood. This feature, common
enough in many of the filariae, leads the author to the extra-
ordinary conclusion that he is dealing with the progeny of two
epecies-a F. perstans and a F. nocturna. What he exactly
means by this it is hard to determine. Again, it is impossible
to find out from the deecription given what his filarial
embryo is really like, whether it is sheathed or non-sheathed,
and other points in its anatomy are wanting; we are not told
-the effect of staining the filaria with haematoxylin to de-
monstrate its sheatb, the nuclear column, the break in the cells,
and the v. spot. The description of the adults is also in-
.adequate ; the length is not definitely given, and there are no
details with regard to measurements, no description of the
head or of the character of the tail; in IaGt, all the essential
points -for establishing the id3ntity of the worms are left out.
The question of an intermediate host is also left in an unsatis-
--actory state; hundreds of flies, mosquitos, etc., taken hap-
hazard were examined without apparently taking into consi-
deration the possibility that those insects might equally well
have been feeding on filariated men, dogs, birde, or other
animals. The search for filariae in water is open to a similar
criticism. The description of the adult worms found in the
aorta of bovines is better and more accurate; but here, again,
important points are wanting; the length of the female is not
given, and there is no mention either of embryos or of blood
2examinations for them. The chapter on "bureati" sores,
though interesting, is not convincing. The theory that a
minute obstruction to some capillary at a local sore would
tilter out and collect all the filarial embryos circulating in the
blood willnotcommenditself toeveryone. Intheexperimental
production of the bursati sore, even granting that nematode
embryos were present in the sore, there is no definite evidence
-to show that they were the same as those circulating in -the
blood. There is no description and no measurements, and
no record of examining the blood after the production of the
sore, to determine whether the embryos had disappeared
-or not. The photomicrographs of some of the worms are
good', ut the scientific value of the paper is small.
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NOTES ON BOOKS.
IT appears that every year " hundreds of vacancies " for ships'
surgeons are filled bY the medical superintendents of the
various passenger liners. To meet the needs of the many
medical men who thus make a voyage in an official capacity
for the first time, Mr. W. E. DAWSON has thought it well to
ecompile The Ship Sur.ceon's Pocket Book and Medical Officer's
Log.5 It is a little book, containing some 55 small pages of
large type, devoted to about an equal number of paragraphs

5 Ship Surgeon's Pocket Book and Medical Officer's Log. By W. E. Dawson.
London: Bailli6re, Tiudall and Cox. x9oS. (Faap. 8vo, pp. 55. 28. 6d.)

containing information on various subjects. These para-
graphs are arranged in alphabetical order and give information
eitheron medical andsurgical matters, or as to various seaports,
indifferently. Thus, for instance, Algiers and Amazon River
are sandwiched between Aether and Animation, suspended,
while Gibraltar figures between Fractures and Heat Apoplexy.
The general information is of the ordinary guide-book cba-
racter, while the nature and value of the scientific notes may
perhaps best be indicated by-mentioning that amongst the
three or four drugs which it is stated should be carried about
by the surgeon in his pocket case are 5 minim capsules of
eucalyptus oil as an antiseptic. In a footnote, it is thought-
fully added that when these are required for use they should
be punctured and the oil expressed. The pages are well bound
in leather, so the book may be expected to last at least as
long as any medical man of average intelligence is likely to
find it useful.

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL APPLIANCES.
WE had occasion a short time ago to examine a new bed
which has been brought out by the Equipoise Couch CO., of
Ashford, Kent. It is claimed for it that its mechanism is
such that a patient, however heavy and helpless, can be raised
Into the sitting position by the nurse In charge without the
slightest effort, and with equal ease be caused to lie flat again;
also that if it be desired a patient can be left to alter the level
of his head, shoulders and body to any extent, and as often as
he pleases. In either case the position desired when attained,
can be rendered for the time permanent, by the use ofa simple
locking device. These claims appear to us to be thoroughly
jastified, and it may also be noted that when the head of the
bed has been raiEed, either by the nurse in charge or by the
patient himself as indicated, the patient is in a more com-
fortable position than can be secured by any ordinary bed
rest. Not only are his shoulders and head as thoroughly at
rest as when lying flat; but since he. lies upon a double

inclined plane, his thighs are supported and he does not slip
down. On the other hand, if it be desired that the legs of the
patient, as for instance in some -cases of fracture, should lie
upon a level surface, this can be secured while taking full
advantage of the mobility of the upper part. The bed, in
short, seems to us an extremely clever contrivance and calcu-
lated to afford great relief to persons who are temporarily or
permanently bedridden, in addition to a very material
saving of labour on the part of attendants. We understand
that a similar principle has been applied to chairs, and
surgery and other couches, but these we have not seen.
A New Needle*holder.-The woodcut annexed representsa

pocket-case needle-holder which has been made to the
specification of Dr. Leslie Thain, Medical Officer of the Dore
Workhouse, by Messrs. Arnold and, Sons of West Smith-
field, E.O. Any ordinary bayonet needle can be fixed instantly
in the socket by turning the 'screw shown. This screw,
when the holder is to be returned to the pocket case, is
placed as shown in outline on the right of the picture. The

holder is everywhere roughened, so the grip upon it is firm. In
addition, thie holder facilitates the threading of needles;
thanks to the funnel-shaped eye*finder, Dr. 'ilhain sa3s he,
can. thread a needle even in the dark. It is much more useful,
Dr. Thain considers, to carry about a reliable needle-holder
than, for instance, such a thing as a Bellocq sound.
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