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peared from the Philippines at the time that Strong's work
was completed there had as yet been no opportunity to put
hia method to a practical test. From what was known of the
disease there was little likelihood that it will ever get a foot-
bold in the United States under present quarantine regula-
tions. The appearance of plague in several parts of the
civilized world in igoo, and especially its appearance in San
Francisco and Philippines, called the attention of American
medical men to this disease. Most of the American work on
the disease had been done in the Philippines, where, according
to Munson, 970 cases with 812 deaths occurred between January,
I90o, and SL3ptember, 1903. The outbreaks of the disaase in
Australia, in Honolulu, in Glasgow, and in San Francisco had
served to warn them of the necessity of being constantly on
guard against its insidious approach. Two general conclusions
were forced on them as a result of this study, one being that
many of the so-called "tropical" diseases were widely scat-
tered through the subtropical portions of America; the other
that the accquisition of tropical possessions by the United
etate's had had a markedly stimulating effect on American
medicine, and had led to valuable work, some of it of the
very first rank.

WORK OlF SEcTIONS.
In the Sections fewer papers were read than usual, but the

work was for the most part of a high standard of scientific
value. Abstracts of the more important communications will
be published in due couree in the El'ITOMIE.

BUSINESS DONE.
The main business done by the House of Delegates was (i)

the authorization of the publication of a medical directory by
the profession itself; (2) the emphatic approval of a systematic
,movement for the suppression on the trade in nostrums;
(3) the completion of the machinery for the systematic
development of a higher standard of medical education
through the appointment of a salaried secretary to the
Council on Medical Education. The Association further
adooted a resolution submitted by Dr. Liston H. Montgomery
-of Chicago, advocating the creation of a new Cabinet office to
be known as the D)epartment of Public Health, the secretary
of which is to rank with other .Cabinet Ministers. The reso-
lution also calls for more stringent laws for the prevention of
diseases, and urged on Congress the expediency of taking
action in that direction.

NEXT MEETING.
It was decided that the next annual meeting of the Associa-

-tion should be held at Boston. The last time the Association
,met in that city of light was in I865.

NEW PRESIDENT.
Dr. William J. Mayo, of Rochester, Minnesota, was chosen

I,resident-elect. li-e was born in Minnesota in i86i, and
gra4uated A.M. and M.D. at the University of Michigan. He
is a well-known surgeon and the author, in conjunction with
his brother, Dr. Charles H. Mayo, of writings on the surgery of
the stomach and biliary apparatus.

PROSPERITY OF THE ASSOCIATION.
The financial reports showed that the Association is in a

satisfactory financial state. The circulation of the journal
was, on the average, 32,423 weekly.
The meeting was in every way a great success. The

registered attendance was 1,7I4-a number which has not
often been exceeded at pi evious meetings.
[We have to express our thanks to the Editor of the Journal

of the American Medical A.ssociation for his courtesy in sending
us advance proofs of the Addresses.]

CONTRACT MEDICAL PRACTICE.
NOTICE AS TO DISTRICTS IN WHICH DISPUTES EXIST.

A notie as to places in which disputes exist between member.
of the medical profession and various organizations for providing
contract practice vill be found among the advertisements, and
medical men who may be thinking of applying for appointments
in connexion wath clubs or other forms of contract practice are
requested to refer to the advertisement on page So.

ATTENDAN .E ON CASES OF ACCIDENT.
A COI.RESPONDENT writes that as surgeon to a Friendly Society he
aitenued one ot the mnembeis for a railway accident. The iatter mide a

claim on the company, and was offered .5 as compensation. He then
made a futrther claim for cost of medical attendance! and was allowed
43 more. Our correspondent, learniDg this, sent in an account for 3os.
oii the ground that hiis cont,ract did not include attendance on acci
dents. This was repuidiated by the member with the approval of the
secretary of the Friendly Society, and our correspondent sent n
his resignation.
*** The contract of a surgeon with a Friendly Society usually

includes attendance on accidents, but in this particular case there
appear to be circumstances warranting the extra claim. Our corre-
spondent would be justified in bringing the circumiistances under the
notice of the railway company.

LIBRARY OF ¶THE BRITISH MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION.

MEMBERS are reminded that the Library and Writing Rooms
of the Association are fitted up for the accommodation of
the members in commodious apartments, at the office of the
Association, 429, Strand. The rooms are open from IO a.m.
to 5 p.m. Members can have their letters addressed to them
at the office.

MEDICAL NEWS,
GENERAL LEONARD WOOD, the sanitary reformer of Cuba,

has lately been operated on successfully for an exostosis of
the skull, the result of a blow on the crown of the head
received about a year ago.

Mr. ALEXANDER HAY MONCUR, formerly Provost of Dundee,
who died last week, has left an additional £5,000 to the
Dundee Sanatorium at Auchterhouse, Forfarshire, which
was erected and equipped at his expense some three yearsAgo. In addition he has bequeathed a sum of £i,ooo to the
Royal Victoria Hospital for Incurables.
ON Wednesday last the amounts received at the Mansion

House by the Metropolitan Hospital Sunday Fund, as the
outcome of the collections on June 25th, exceeded £75,000.
The total this year, therefore, seems likely to be consider-
ably greater than any which has been reached in earlier
years.

DR. PAUL RICHER, Member of the French Acaddmie de
M(decine, and one of the editors of the Iconoqraphic de la
4Salptriere, has been elected a member of the Paris Academy
of Fine Arts. Dr. Richer is Professor of Anatomy at the
Ecole des Beaux Arts, but he owes the remarkable honour
which has just been conferred upon him to his distinction as
a sculptor.

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS oF HYDROLOGY.-The seventh
meeting of the lnternational Congress of Hydrology, Climat-
ology, Geology, and Physical Therapeutics will be opened at
Venice on October ioth under the honorary presidency of the
Italian Minister of Public Instruction, and the acting presi-
dency of Professor A. De Giovanni, of the University of Padua,
Senator of Italy. The General Secretary is Dr. Fausto Oreffice,
S. Stefano 2,803, to whom all communications should be
addressed. There will be an exhibition in connexion with
the Congress.

TEIE TREATMENT OF PLAGUE.-In an article read before the
Grant College Miedical Society of Bombay, Dr. R. Row recom-
mends the treatment of plague by the method of inoculation
with living pyogenic organisms. 1-Ie does not enter into
details of the character or mode of preparation of the material
with which he claims to have produced useful results, but
states, somevvhat vaguely, that " the chief part of the
material consists of a species of staphylococcus pyogenes."
This material is introduced by local scarification round about
the plague bubo in six or eight points, and "allowed to
remain there for eight to ten hours so as to take root."
Dr. Row enters into a lengthy discussion about the various
physiological and pathological processes whereby these
incculations lead to a beneticial resiult, the gist of his argu-
ment being that the pyogenic organisms inoculated counteract
the action of the plague bacilli.
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