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triet. was E'uffering from secondary syphilis, contracted from
a lodger. This patient was living under the care of her father
and mother, both old people. Another female patient, an
imbecile girl, in the same district, had an illegitimate idiot
child. This patient, however, was not on the list, when the
-child was born. Anotherpatient, also in the same district, bad
been a few daysbefore to a medical man to find out whethershe
was-pregnant or not; she was not, but that she had run the
Tisk of coneeption was proved. In another town were two
feeble-minded female patients, sisters aged 20 and 30, living
in very bad surroundings, with whom-the-medical officer was
informed-men in the neighbourhood had frequent inter-
course. Such things sound almost incredible, but in every
town, with two exceptions-and in these cases owing to pres-
sure of time it was not possible to. visit the larger districts-
similar instances were seen or heard of in every district, and
conditions were found to exist from which these evils must
almost inevitably arise. On the other hand, slightly over
one-half of the cases were found in clean, and comforte-ble
homes, possessing adequate accommodation; the patients
were well clad and nourished, and provided by theirguardians
with solicitous care and attention. Such homes existed in
eufficient numbers to Drove that the system of family care is
not inapplicable to England, but the contrast between these
and others in which patients were sleeping on sacks stuffed
with straw, on rags, and on broken-down camp beds, shows
that the whole system requires increased inspection, rearrange-
mnent, and higher control.

COST, E'C.
In reviewing the family-care colonies abroad it was-possible

to arrange the reports in sections dealing with clothing, diet,
cost, and so forth, as each of the colonies made definite
provision in their regulations as to these matters. In
Scotland, where the system is much more elastic, the standard
as given in the words of Sir A. MitcheU. quoted above, but in
England and Wales there seems to be no standard at-all. The
patients or their friends provide their own clothing, the food
of the patients ranges from the wholesome food of the better
sort of, houses to the bread and dripping and tea for every
meal of the solitary dement living- on 38. 6d. a week. The
parochial assistance given on account of the patients may be
medical relief solely or monetary grants from is. 6d. to as
much as 75. a week; only one case,.however, was met with in.
receipt of the latter sum. The usual sums paid are from
25. 6d. to 45. a week. These sums are, of course, utterly
inadequate for the proper mnaintenance and care of patients
whose mental affection is sufficiently marked to prevent their
earning wages of any kind. As a matter of fact a good number
,do earn small, as a rule very small, sums to help towards
their maintenance, but the rest are eithier inefficiently looked
after or are a continual drain upon the resources of their
guardians. That many of these patients, removed from~their
present surroundings and placed in competent, hands, with
the possibility of some healthy manual. occuLpation, would be
capable of work which would benefit both themselves and
their guardians, can hardly be doubted; but under the present
haphazard system, this is impossible. They are neither
efficiently controlled, guided, nor cared for, and what energies
they have are either misdirected or run to waste.
As to statistics conceming the death rate, the occurrence of

major casualites, breaches of the law by any of these patients,
pregnancies amongst the female patients, etc., no information
was obtained, and it is doubtful whether such information is
obtainable. Possibly, after laborious searchi, a fairly accurate
death-rate might be obtained, but it would probably be
imposible to get beyond this. As regards pregnancy, which
might appear to be a point which would come under
immediate notice of the law, the possibilities of error are too
numerous to permit the compilation of any trustworthy
estimate. Although the patients are visited quarterly by the
parochial medical and relieving officers, the time intervening
may be sufficient for the pregnancy to have occurred without
any one )being aware of it ; the patient may have been removed
to another district and lost sight of ; and further when the
birth is registered, there is nothing on the birth certificate to
say whether the mother is imbecile or lunatic or not.
Such conditions as are here portrayed are surely not beyond

remedy. It may be frankly admitted that the matter is not
free from complication and conflicting interests, but the
difficulties may be resolved.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
Reforms which would result in immediate improvement

are :--

i. The inclusion of. these cases of, pauper lunacy. residing
with relatives or friends within the j arisdiction of the Com-
missioners in Lunacy.

2. Their periodic visitation by the Commissioners in
Lunacy.

3. More frequent visitation by medical and lay officials.
4. A careful selection of cases for treatment outside

institations.
5. A careful selection of guardians of such cases; their

appointment to be conditional on their compliance with con-
ditions imposed by tbte Commissioners.

6. Adequate remuneration for these guardians.
At' first sight it would appear that the carrying-out of this

scheme would result in a much increased expenditure, but
when it is considered that if a properly-managed system of
this kind were once established many of the patients who are
at present maintained in asylums, at, great cost to the com-
munity, might be treated satisfactorily and economically
under family care, it will be apparent that this system would
result in a considerable economy of public moneys.
There is still one more way in which this plan might be of

benefit. This concerns the considerable class of feeble-
minded and defective persons who cannot at present be
officially notified and treated; it was for the consideration of
this class that the present Royal Comiilission on the Care and
Control of the Feeble-minded was appointed. Nearly every
medical man must know of such' cases. Daring the visits
recently made in the course of this inquiry,, imbeciles ard
feeble-minded, and also epileptics with some degree of mental
deterioration were seen, whose parents or guardians, respect-
able working people, were not in receipt of parochial aid, and'
who were strongly opposed to sending their wards to an
asylum. There are grounds for believing that' many of these
people would not be averse to seenling t-he patients to family
care, and though, as has been said,"epileptics as a class, are not
suitable for this form of treatment, the family care system
may very suitably be combined. with other and more institu-
tional modes of treatment.
We desire to tender our very hearty thanks to all those

Parochial medical officers who have so kindly permitted our
Commissioner- to see their cases, and who have given invalu-
able assistance; without their aid, indeed, it- would. have been
impossible to prosecute this inquiry. The evils described are
in no way the fault of the medical service but of the system,
and we may add that those medical officers who have had tbe
,most experience of its working agreed that changes, on the
lines which are here indicated, would be of great benefit.

THE P-REVENTION OF CONSIJMPTION.,
WORCESTZESHIRE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PREVENTION OF

CONSUMPTION.
Purchase of Open-Air Sanatorium.

NEARLY three years ago the Worcestershire Association for
the Prevention of Consumption obtained a five years' lease of
.the house and grouzids of Mr. J. Dangerfield at Knightwick
for the purposes of a sanatorium for the treatment of con-
sumptives. The value of the sanatorium having been
abundantly proved, 89 per cent. of the cases treated having
been enabled to resume work, the Committee has decided to
purchase the property. With this object an appeal for funds
has been issued by Dr. Harry E. Dixey of Malvern. Chairman
of the Committee. The amount required for the purchase is
,6ooo, and already about £4i750 has been promised. Some
of the promises are contingent on thewhole amount.being
raised, which naturally adds to the anxiety of the Committee
to obtain the comparatively small sum still required. Promises
of contributions, which may, it desired, be spread over a
period of two years. may be sent to Dr. Dixey, or to the
St cretary, Mr. J. P. Holder, Elladale, Penbury Street,
W\Torcester.

CONTRACT MEDICAL PRACTIOC.
NOTICE AS TO DISTRICTS IN WHICH DISPUTEi EXIST.

A notice as to places in which diputes exist between members
or the medical profession and various organizations for providing
contract practice wiU be found among the advertisements, and.
medical men who may be thinking of applying for appointments
in connexiwn with clubs or other form of contract practice are
requested to refer to the advertisement on page ,9
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