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IETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COKKUNIcATIoNS respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to
the Editor, 2, Agar Street, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning
business matters, advertisements, non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc.
should be addressed to the Manager, at the Office, 429, Strand, W.C.
London.

ORIGTNAL ARTICLES and LETTERS forwarded for publication are under-
stood to be offered to the BRITISH MEDICAL JoulNAL alone, unes the
contrary be stated.

AuTORs desiriDg reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate with the Manager,
2g, Strand, W.C., on receipt of proof.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look at the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THU OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BB RETURNED.

EN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that ALL letters on
the editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not at his private house.

'TBLEGRAPHIC ADDRESS.-The telegraphic address of the EDITOR of the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOUIRNAL is Aitiology, London. The telegraphic
address of the MANAGER of the BRuTIsH MEDICAL JOURNAL is
Artieulate, London.

'TELEPHONE (National):- GENERAL BECRETARY AND MANAGER,
EDITOR, 2631, Gerrard. 2630, Gerrard.

- Queries, ansvers, and communications relating to subjects to which special
departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JoUrNAL are devoted wiU be found under
their respective headings.

QUERIES

AGIRICOLA writes: Would any medical man who has been instrumental in
placing out a son or ward as a farmer give the writer information as to
the best means of learning agriculture ? Cirencester and Downton
would hardly be suitable, as the lad is indisposed to work.

RAIN WATER FOR DRINKING.
CALCIS asks for an expression of opinion as to whether children brought
up on filtered rain water are likely to suffer from a deficiency of lime
salts, and, if so, whether it would be desirable to give lime water, or
add carbonate of lime to their food, and, if so, how much ?

DISINFECTION OF BARBERS' APPLIANCES.
THALASSA asks as to the best and most practical method of disinfecting
razors, shaving brushes, combs, and hair brushes-in constant use in a
bsrber's shop.

UNCE}RTAIINTY OF POST-MORTEM EVIDENCE IN BusPECTED LBAD
POISONING.

'PLUMBUM writes: In regard to Dr. King Alcock's address on lead
poisoning, published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of June 14th, I
notice that he makes reference to a case of sudden death occurring in a
lead-worker, and intimates that the verdict of death from syncope
followiDg colic was altogether inconsistent and inaccurate. Will Dr.
Alac ck kindly reply through this journal, stating duller particulars of
this case ?

INTRACRANIAL ABSCEsS SECONDARY To EAR DISEASE.
,WREN TBXTBOOKs DIFFER writes: Cumming, in his Aids to Surgery,p. 226 (Baillibre, Tindall, and Cox, 3904), states that "the commonest

seat of abscess in the brain due to middle-ear disease is tbe cere-
bellum. The next most common seat is the temporo sphenoidal lobe."
Again, under the headingfof "Treatment," he says: "As cerebellar.ab cess is more common, it IS as well to explore the cerebellum first,
unless focal symptoms point to the temporo-sphenoidal lobe as thesite." Bowlby, on the other hand, in his Surgical Pathology and Morbid
A..atomy (fourth edition), in the chapter on " Surgical Complications of
Middle-Ear Disease," p. 624, writes: "The usual positions for such
abscesses are the temporo-sphenoidal lobe in its anteriorpart-resulting
from a spread of inflammation through the thin bone forming the roof
of the tympanum-and the lateral lobe of the cerebellum; the latterposition is nuch the more uncommon." (rhe italics are mine.) I shall be so
much obliged if you can suggest a reason for such marked difference of
opinion.

ANSWERS.

WEI would request correspondents who desire to ask questions In this
column not to make use of such signatures as "A Member," " A Mem-
ber B.M.A.," "Buquirer," and so on. By attention to this request
much confusion would be avoided. Corre3pondents are asked to write
upon one side of the paper only.

HYPNOTISM IN THE TREATMENT OF DISEASE.
VIATOR.-It would be impossible to express any opinion uponthe question
whether hypnoLism would be of use in the case mentioned without a
careful examination of the patient. Our correspondent might consult
Dr. Ailne Bramwell's Hypnotism: its history, Pratice, and Theory.
(London: Grant Richards. 1903, x9i.)

LETTERS. NOTES, Etc.

CANCER CURES IN THE EIGBTEENT CENTURY.
ExrrtAoRDiNcAcancercures are not the invention of modern journalism.
Here is one of many constantly to be met with in the pages of journals
in the middle of the eighteenth century:
" The following extraordinary Copy of a Letter, dated Nov. r767, from

a Lady whose Veracity, it is said, is not to be doubted, appeared in the
last London Magazine:
"'A Poor Woman near Hungerford, had laboured many Years under

a most inveterate Cancer in her Breast. A Gentleman in that Neigh-
bourhood told her, if she would use Toads as directed, they would cure
her. Agreeable to his Order she applied eight Toads, tied up in Muslin,
Bags, to eight Holes in her Breast, which sucked amazingly.-The Toads
fastened eagerly like Leeches.-When they had sucked themselves full,
they dropped off in Agones, terrible to behold.-I do not hear thev
gave any Pain, but, on the contrary, her Pains abated from the first
Application. She repeated this till she had demolished 120 Toads. Bv
which Time the Wounds were healed, and her Breast was of the usual
Size. She has been well ever since.
"'The Toads were applied every Night. The better she grew, the

longer they lived, and the longer they sucked. The Woman full of
Gratitude, went to a poor Man at Lambourne, in Wiltshire, who had
long gone double with a Cancer in his back. One Mr. H--y was there
last Week, and says the Man is absolutely cured. During the Woman's
Attendance on him, she was sent for to a Physician's Wife at Calne in
the same County. But, to her Honour, she would not leave the poor
Man till he was quite cured.-8he is now with the Physician's Wife. I
saw two Letters, with every minute Circumstance. wrote by Dr. B.'s
Lady who is at Mrs. near Bungerford, and not far from the poor
Woman's Parish. This Lady constantly attended here till the Cure was
completed."'

A PIKE's BITE.
DR. G. V. A. ROBERTSON (Pickering, Yorks.) writes: On June 17th,

19os, I received an uzgent message to visit a boy, 9 years old,
being the son of a farmer. The message was: "The lad has been
bitten by a fish ; come as soon as possible." I found the lad suffering
from a severe wound of the right foot, which required several stitches.
On making inquiries as to the cause of the accident I was told the fol-
lowing story. The lad had been batbing along with two others in the
river Severn, which runs near the farm, and on getting out of the water
sat on the bank, when suddenly a large fish jumped out of the water on
to the bank, seized the lad by the foot, and jumped in again. The
distance from the water to the edge of the bank was quite 2 It., and the
lad's foot was 3 ft. from the edge of the bank. A lady passing, hearing
the lad's cries, went to his assistance and carried him home, as his foot
was bleeding profusely. A gentleman who stays at the farm, and is an
enthusiastic angler, asked to be shown the place of the accident, and
he had the gratification of catching the fish in a few minutes with an
artificial bait. It turned out to be a fine pike measuring 2 ft. Ii in.
long and weighing 6 lbs. There can be no doubt as to the truth of the
occurrence, for I not only saw the lad and the fish, and the gentleman
who caught it, but I also saw the fish measured.

FATALMITES FROM ETHYL CBLORIDEA.
DR. T. D. LUKB (Edinburgh) writes: Dr. Wilkins is scarcely logical in his
remarks which you published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
June 24th, 1905, p. 1412. He starts by accusing me of being ultra opti-
mistic in regard to ethyl chloride, and then follows on with a list of
operations in which he considers it is indicated as the anaesthetic.
N'ow, personally I should refrain from using ethyl chloride in a ease of
curettage in the large majority of empyemata, and in "exfensive extrac-
tions ofteeth." Further, I have not yet reached the stage of "never
travelling without having afew capsules of ethyl chloride in mypocket" I
Dr. Wilkins asked In the JouRNAL of June 1oth for any record of fatal
cases under ethyl chloride, and having specially Investigated this ques-
tion I did my best to supply him with the avaiable data to the best of
my knowledge. I am unable to see, however, in what I am more
" optimistic " than Dr. Wilkins himself. Mlay I add that I shall be only
too pleased if any of your readers would be kind enough to send me any
notes of fatal cases or even of difflculties they have had ?
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Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager, at

the Office, not later than first post on Wednesday morning preceding
publication; and if not paid for at the time, should be accompanied
by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical
Association at the General Post-Office, London. Small amounts mag
be paid in postage-stamps,
N.B.-It is against the rules of the Post Office to receive lette

Po*e8 Daantes addressed either in initials or numbers,

A CoRRzcTIow.
IN the Index to the balf-yearly volume of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOIRNAL,
completed on June 24th and published in the issue of that date, a paper
on Bony Deposits following Dislocations of Elbow Joint was, with
others on functional insanity and its relation to allied neuroses and on
the treatment of insanity, entered uinder the head of " Jones, Robert."
The papers on insanity should have been credited to Robert Jones,
M.D., of Claybury Asylum; that on bony deposits to Robert Jones,
F.R.C.8.Ed., of Liverpool.
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