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ROYAL MEDICAL SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH.

THE inaugural address at the opening of the winter session
of the Royal Medical Society'of Edinburgh was given in the
S3ociety's rooms on October 28th by Sir James Crichton-
Browne. The chair was occupied by Dr. C. J. Shaw, the
senior President of the Society. Sir James said it was just
forty years since he, while yet a fourth-year student, took
possession of that chair' with a feeling of exaltation that had
known no parallel since. He referred to the important educa-
tional advantages of the Society. It might keep alive some
vestige of idealism among its members. The present tendency
of medical education was towards iaaterialism. By the very
nature of his work, the medical student was accustomed to
submit everything to outward and palpable tests. He was
nurtured onfacts-hard facts-which tended, as OliverWendell
Holmes averred, to breed a despotic frame of mind in those
who were wrapped up in them. He was in constant danger,
unless strongly fortified by natural piety, of having his
perceptions materialized and of losing in breadth what he
might gain in concentration. Science, or rather any one
branch of it, when too assiduously and exclusively pursued,
while it expanded the mind in some directions contracted it
in others. A large and varied culture was necessary for the
full enjoyment and utilization of life-a truth was apt to be
lost sight of in these days of rampant-specialism. It was the
medical student's physiological and pathological study of
the brain and nervous system that perhaps more than
anything else tended to materialize his conceptions. From
the medical point of view, it was convenient to speak of all
mental modifications in terms of brain function, and the
serviceable style of expression adopted fostered a habit of
thought, and so more and more the medical student was
disposed to accept the teachings of the leaders of revolt
who contemptuously dismissed all their moot cherished
beliefs and highest hopes and aspirations, and taught that
there was no creative mind, no future state, no freedom of
the will, and that life and consciousness were of inorganic
-origin. Reference was next made to Haeckel's "Riddle of
the Universe," and to his substitution of an inane fetish of
his own in place of a wise and Divine Creator. To them,
as medical men, a belief in the higher reality should be a
sustaining thought amidst all the suffering, sorrow, and
death through which their path must lead them. This was
a world of small cognition, but of mighty inference.
Materialism was a sorry creed, negatived by those universal
and inextinguishable human affections that would not be
buried in the grave, and that to the theologian, at any rate,
must have a motive and an objective. Doubt was needful
as a stage in the mind's progress, but it was no abiding
pldce, and in scepticism there was no rest, for most sceptics
were harassed by doubts of their own scepticism. The brain
was a psycho-active body (not a mere collection of atoms),
from which as long as life lasted a stream of emanation
issued infinitely more mysterious than radium. They must
regard man as "a- reasonable soul and human flesh sub-
sistidg." A vote of thanks was awarded to Sir James
Crichton-Browne.

STUDENTS' RESIDENCE IN CONtEXION WITH THE EDINBURGH
MATERNITY HOSPITAL.

The formal inauguration of the residence for students in
connexion with the Edinburgh Maternity Hospital took
place on October 28th. The Town-and Gown Association,
who have provided the Milne-Murray Lodge, were associated
with the directors of the hospital at the " opening " function.
The actual opening took place on August ist. There was
a large attendance of the medical profession and the public,
including Sir John Sibbald, Sir John Batty Tuke, M.P.,
Sir Halliday Croom, Professor John Chiene, C.B., Professor
Crum Brown, Professor A. R. Simpson, Drs. Berry Hart,
Barbour, Haultain, etc. Professor Simpson declared the
Lodge open. Tea was thereafter served.

THE HEALTH OF ABERDEEN.
The report by the Medical Officer of Health for Aberdeen for

the month of beptember states that the total number of deaths
in that period was 206, equal to an annual rate of 15.31 per
1,ooo. Of the total mentioned, 47 were under I year, 63 under
5 years, II between 5 and I5 Years, I2 between INand 25 yean,
47 between 25 and -6o years, and 73 above 6o. e the mortality-

rates at the "infant," "adolesc8nt," and "mature" age-
periods were each considerably under the average, while the
rate at "school " and " pos-mature " periods *ere above the
average. Compared with the corresponding month in Ithe
recedin ten years, the past month exhibited a death-rate
romall causes which was under the average bY 7 per cent.,
while the birth-rate during the third quarter of the year was
below the average for the corresponting quarter in the pre-
ceding five years by nearly 6 per cent. During the third
quarter of the year, 460 cases of the seven more important
zymotic diseases were reported or discovered, and 25 deaths
were registered. These cases consisted chiefly of measles and
scarlet fever, of which there were I85 and 158 cases respec-
tively. Whooping-cough was considerably under the average
in prevalence as judged by the cases reported, but the
extraordinarily high case-mortality (x5.6 per cent.) almost
certainly points to many cases remaining unknown to the
Pablic Health Department. It is gratifying to find that
typhoid fever continued to have a very low prevalence, only
8 cases having been reported during the whole quarter, and
two of the cases were really imported cases. None of the
typhoid cases died. There were no cases of small-pox or
typhus fever. Compared with seven other principal towns in
Scotland, Aberdeen occupied during the past quarter the
fourth highest place in respect of birth-rate (Glasgow, Leith4
and Greenock being higher); the second highest place in
respect of marriage-rate (Edinburgh being higher); the second
lowest place in regard to death-rate (Leith being lower); the
fourth lowest place in respect of death-rate of persons under
5 years of age (Perth, Leith, and Edinburgh being lower), the
lowest place in regard to the death-rate from miasmatic
disease, and the fourth lowest place in regard to the death-
rate from all causes exclusive of miasmatics (Leith, Greenock,
and Edinburgh being lower).

NEW BELFAST MATERNITY HOSPITAL.
THE new Belfast Maternity Hospital is to be opened on
Monday, November 7th, by the Countess Grosvenor, The site
has a frontage along the east side of Townsend Street of' 9 ft.
and extends back 183 ft. The entire site is now occupied by
the building, which is planned in the shape of the letter T,
with the head towards the street, and the shaft or stem of the
letter extending backwards. By this arrangement both light

FRONT ELELEVATION nc r

and air round every side of the building are ensured. The hos-
pital has three floors. The ground floor, used for the executive,
contains the kitchen wing, the matron's sitting room, com-
mittee and nurses' rooms, the quarters for the resident
medical officer, a room for students, and at the extreme end
of the building the extern department. Theprincipal entrance
is in the front facing Townsend Street. The kitchen entrance,
the students' and patients' entrances are from a wide passage
along the southern side of the building.
The extern department contains a waiting room, and a con-

sulting room, a bath room and lavatory, and it is by this
portion that all patients will enter the hospital. The principal
staircase faces the front entrance, and provision has been made
in the stair well for a passenger hoist to each of the floors.
The first or middle floor is solely devoted to;the accommq.
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dation of patients, and contains the couch room, and near it
the observation ward and a room for the use of the nurse on
duty for this ward. There are also four wards, each containing
four beds, the greatest number allowed in one ward, and also
some smaller, one and two bed, wards for separate cases or
paying patients.
Provision has been made for an extension in the future over

the extern department, but in the meantime this portion ter-
min'tes with a garden roof level with the first floor, reached
from the lateral corridor that communicates with the wards.
The lavatories, bath rooms, etc., are contained in a sanitary
tower, separated from the main building by a disconnecting
passage.
The third or top floor is, with the exception of one ward

for four beds, entirely occupied by the sleeping apartments of
the staff, the larger rooms being subdivided by cubicles.
The laundry has been placed at the end of the yard, and is

in no way connected with the main building. Provision has
been made in it for a washing room, drying closet, and ironing
room, and it is being fitted up with modern laundry appliances.
The yard also contains a disinfector as well as other hospital
requirements.
The floor level is well above the surface of the ground, and a

basement passage has been formed under the corridors, in
which all the water, gas, and electric mains are carried and
are easily accessible. The coal store is also in the basement,
and the hoist is arranged to descend to this level for the pur-
pose of supplying the house with coal, as it is intended to
rely on ordinary fireplaces for heating, although provision
has been made to admit of introducing an artificial system if
found necessary
In construction the building has been kept severely plain

in every particular, owing to funds not being very plentiful;
but it is at the same time substantial and serviceable; with
the exception of some stonework sparingly used on the
entrance door and the date tablet, no ornamental work of any
kind has been introduced. Altogether, the house has a
look of an institution devoted to hospital work, albeit of a
plain, solid, useful character. The interior is constructed on
the same economical lines, but the trained eye will soon
discover many details that are now invariably associated with
hospital construction.
The question of wood ver8u8 terrazzo flooring was earnestly

considered, and as a result a new form of flooring has been
adopted in most of the rooms and corridors, known as
"euboeolith," which is a concrete composed of sawdust
wrought to a smooth surface and waxed; all joints are
banished, as well as the cold feeling of the marble concrete,
while the surface can be cleaned by ordinary methods without
injury to the material. This mixture can be brought to any
colour, and a shade resembling ordinary pine stain has been
adopted here.
Mr. William J. Fennell, Belfast, is the architect. Mr.

Fennell was also the architect for the Mater Infirmorum
Hospital, Belfast, and of the Medical Institute, Belfast, so
generously given to the Ulster Medical Society by Sir William
Whitla; ant the same excellence of work, and, as far as the
nature of the building permitted, the same artistic spirit is
here visible.

ROYAL VICTORIA HOSPITAL, BELFAST: OPENING OF THE
WINTER SESSION.

On October 24th, in the new out-patient room of the
hospital, Mr. Fullerton, F.R.C.S.I., Assistant Surgeon,
delivered the address as an introduction to the winter
session. He emphasized the great benefit of a groundwork of
physics, chemistry, and biology, and urged all junior students
to remember the practical importance of these stqbjects,
which were apt to be over'shadowed by anatomy an
physiology. The working of the new hospital was all tht
could be desired, and the comfort was striking. The
Pleilum system of ventilation and the heating were post
satisfactory; in the out-patient department, where he could
speak from personal experience, things went extremely well.
Duting the hours of attendance, when about 200 patients
were seated together, the system was subjected to a severe
test, and the result was even more than was expected; in the
operating theatres and wards no flies were observed; and in
summer and autumn this was more than a luxury; it was
a matter of surgical cleanliness. The whole hospital design
was most convenient. The new electric department, although
already cramped for room, was very complete and efficient.
The danger of hospital abuse was becoming very real and
pressing; and constant care must be taken not to permit

persons able tb pay for private medical attendance to crowd
out those for whom the hospital was justly intended. Con-
tinuing his address, Mr. Fullerton gave some excellent prac-
tical advice to the more senior students, and emphasized the
importance of complete examination of patients by the
relation of several startling examples of the results of
incomplete case-taking; nothing could take the place of
careful and conscientious work at the bedside; grinds and
tutorial classes might supplement, but could never replace,
the clinical work done by the student himself.
In the field of post-graduate work there were many oppor-

tunities. Latterly a large number of Belfast men had
obtained places in the intirmaries ai7d smaller hospitals of
England, and had been nearly uniformly successful. He had
never known one of their students thus occupied who had
disgraced himself or the school. There were also post-
graduate classes at the College in anatomy, physiology, and
pathology, and he hoped soon they would have similar classes
at the hospital. Particulars of the army, navy, and Indian
medical services were given, and both the advantages and
disadvantages set forth; many a young man with a bent in
the direction of such a life might do much worse than seek
for admission to one of them. Mr. Fullerton warned recent
graduates most stronglyagainst the pernicious evilsof club and
contract practice. Many a doctor got himself entangled in the
meshes of this system at an early age, and found when
married and with expenses increasing, that he could not
shake off the octopus-like creature that was slowly wearing
him out. He also uttered a most emphatic warning against
the Poor-law dispensary system of Ireland, and read several
extracts from the Report of the Special Commissioiier
appointed by the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL to show the
absurdity, unfairness, and positive cruelty of the system;
some of the districts comprised thirty square miles, mostly
hill and bog; there was no hope of private practice at all re-
munerative, no age limit no increase of pay with increase of
years, and a pension, like his election, depended on the vote of
a body of men who were often nearly illiterate and who knew
little and cared less about medical qualifications; who, too,
surrounded by poverty themselves, imagined the doctor
should be content to abide in a poverty-striccken village and
district without hope of promotion or reward.
Throughout the country, said Mr. Fullerton, there should

be no single applicant for a vacancy in the Irish Poor-law
Dispensary Service till the terms recommended by the Irish
Medical Association be granted:

i. A minimum salary of £200 a year.
2. A month's holiday annually with pay for a locum tenens

at four guineas per week.
3. That superannuation be granted as a right and not as a

favour.
Turrning to the question of private practice, the speaker's

advice was that every young man should join one of the
medical defence societies. The coast was nominal and with a
good cause the protection was great. In conciusion, Mr.
Fullerton made warm reference to Professor Lorrain Smith,
who had come to them ten years ago, had raised the teachin
of pathology in Belfast from insignificance to a high standard,
and was now leaving for Manchester. They all wished him
success and happiness in his new sphere of labour.
Professor Sinclair proposed, and Professor Byers seconded,

a vote of thanks to Mr. Fullerton for his address. This was
supported by Dr. H. O'Neill and passed with acclamation.

BELFAST BOARD OF GUARDIANS.
Equipment ofNew Poor-law Consumption Sanatorium.

At the meeting of this Board on October 25ththe Sanatorium
and Finance Committee made its report on the equipment
of the new auxiliary workhouse at Whiteabbey. The offices,
salaries, rations, and apartments were agreed to. The Com-
mittee recommended that there should be a resident medical
officer at £120 a year, changing every six months, and chosen
from their own resident medical officers, and a visiting medical
officer at £I2oayear. Dr.. Hall was requested to act as visiting
medical officer temporarily, and Dr. Morgan as temporary
resident medical officer.

Congestion in the Workhouse.
At the same meeting an exhaustive report based on report s

of the Local Government Board inspectors, Dr. E. Coey Biggar
and Mr. Agnew, and upon the investigations of a special com-
mittee,> was discussed. The Committee pressed the Guardians
to urge upon the Local Government Board to uqe its influencce
with the Belfast Corporation to hasten the completion of the
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fever hospital at Pordysburn, when all infectious cases could
bp received there; and also the asylums authorities to have
all the lunacy cases removed from the workhouse. It was
decided to take immediate steps with regard to the children's
infirmary as being the most urgent matter, and the report
was passed.

SMALL-POX IN BELFAST.
Unfortunately, several fresh cases of small-pox have been

discovered; in all, I7 have been admitted to Purdysburn
during the last three weeks; 8 of these were unvaccinated.

IRISH DISPENSARY MEDICAL OFFICERS.
Surgeon-General Evatt is at present engaged in visiting, for

the Irish Medical Association, various parts of Ireland for the
purpose of organizing the Irish dispensary medical officers in
the movement for reform. The Irish Medical Association has
opened a fund in support of this action, and Surgeon-General
Evatt is to receive remuneration at the rate of three guineas
a day while engaged in this work. Already public meetings
have been held in towns in the South of Ireland, and addresses
have been delivered with the object of showing the justice of
the claims put forward for higher salaries, retiring allowance,
and holidays.

ASSOCIATION NOTICES,
COUNCIL.

NOTICE OF ADJOURNED MEETING.
THE adjourned Meeting of the Council will be held in the
Council Room of the Association, at 429, Strand (corner of
Agar Street), London, on Wednesday, the i6th of November,
at 2 *'oleook in the afternoon.

NOTICE OF QUARTERLY MEETINGS OF COUNCIL
FOR I905.

MEETINGS of the Council will be held on Wednesdays,
January i8th, April xqth, July 5th and October i8th, in the
Council Room of the British Medical Association, 429, Strand,
London, W.C.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS.
ANY candidate for election should forward his application
upon a form, which will be furnished by the General Secre-
tary of the Association, 429, Strand. Applications for mem-
bership should be sent to the General Secretary not less than
thirty-five days prior to the date of a meeting of the Council.

LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION.

MEMBERS are reminded-that the Library and Writing Rooms
of the Association are fitted up for the accommodation of
the members in commodious apartments, at the office of, the
Association, 429, Strand. The rooms are open from IO a.m.
to 5 p.m. Members can have their letters addressed to them
at the office.

Guy ELLISTON, General Seretary.

BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.
EDINBURGH BRANCH: SOUTH-EASTERN COUNTIEs DivisSIoN.-A dinner

will be held in the KiDg's Arms Hotel, Melrose, on the evening of Tuesday,
November 22nd, at 6 o'cldck, Dr. Carlyle Johnstone, Chairman of Division,
presiding, in the event of a sufficient number of members notifying the
Secretary of their intention to be present. Dinner ticket, 5s.-W. .1HALL
CALVERT, Honorary Secretary.
M2TROPOLITAW COUNTIES BRANCH: WANDSwORTH DIsIoN.-An

ordinary meeting of this Division wiil be held at Crichton Restaurant,
Clapham Junction, on Thursday, November 24th, at 8.45 p.m. Agenda:
(I) Minutes. (2) Correspondence. (3) Questions. (4) Resolutions for
itepresentative Meetiug at Leicester, reterring to co-opted and elected
members of the Ceutral Council, and the duration of their holding office.
(s) Paper by G. F. McCleary, M.O.H., on the Milk Supply of Copenhagen:
A Study in Clean Milk Production. (6) Address on Vaccination and
Revacination, by Mrs. E. Garrett Anderson, M.D. The President of the
Branch (Dr. Radcliffe Crocker), the Editor of the BRITISH MEDICAL
JourRNtAL (Dr. Dawson Williams), and possibly Mr. Andrew Clark (Chair-
man of the Central Council) will be present. Members of the Branch and
their medical friends are invited to attend.-E. ROWLAND FOTHERGILL,
Torquay House, Bouthfields, B.W., Honorary Secretary.

PERiHSHIHRE BR&NcH.-The annual meeting of this Branch will be held
in -the Station Hotel, Perth, on Friday, November 1ith, at 4 pm.
Business: (x) Read Minutes. (2) Election of office-bearers. (3) Report of
Council. (4) Report of Treasurer. (5) Report of Representative Member.
(5) President's Address. (7) Arrange next meeting. (8) Any other business.

Council meeting at 3.45 p.m. Dinner (3S. 6d.), as usual after the meeting,
in the Hotel, to permitoi countrymemoers returning home by the evening
trains.-WILLIAM A. TAYLOR and ALIEXANDER TROTTER, io, MarWhall Place,
Perth, Joint Honorary Secretaries.

SOTJTT-EASTERN BRANca.-A conjoint meeting of the three Divisions of
Eastbourne, Hastings, and Tunbr!dge Wells will take place on Thiursday,
November 17th, at the Backville Hotel, Bexhill, at 4.45 p.m. Dinner at
7 p.m.; charge 6s., exclusive of wine. All members of the South-Eastern
Branch are entitled to attend, and to introduce professional friends.
Members intending to be present at the meeting anai dinner would much
facilitate arrangements if they would inform.Dr. Merry of their intention
by post-card. Agenda: (t) Mr. Beck will show three eases of Colles's frac-
ture treated by massage from the third day, illustrated by Roentgen-ray
photographs. (2) Discussion on Dr. Larking's proposal to divide the
South- Eastern Branch. (3) Contract practice. (4) Reports of Representa-
tive Meeting at Oxford by the Divisional Representatives, and any other
business that may arise.-G. V. HEWLAND, St. Leonards, W. J. C. MERRY,
Eastbourne, and E. A. STARLING, Tunbridge Well, Honorary Secretaries.

SOUTH-EAsRN BRANCH: NORWOOD DrvIsION.-The next meeting of
this Division will take place at the Streatham Hall (close to Streatham
Station), on November zoth, at 4 p.m., W. F. R. Burgess, M.D., of Streat-
ham, in the chair. Agenda: (I) Minutes of last meeting. (2) To decide
where the next meeting shall be held, and to nominate a member of the
Division to take the chair thereat. (3) Report of Representative at
Oxford meeting. (4) Division of South-Eastern Branch. Papers: Dr.
Mitchell Bruce: The Value of Negative Observations. Dr. Hlorrocks:
Some Cases of Uterine Haemorrhage, in which curetting failed to relieve
the complaint. Dr. Savage: Morbid Mental Growths. Dinner at
6 p.m., charge 78., exclusive of wine. All members of the South-Eastern
Branch are invited to attend and to introduce professional friends,
but will be unable to vote on Divisional questions.-HENRY J. PRAGLEY,
Tudor House, Anerley, Honorary Becretary.

STAFFORDSHIRE BRANCH.-A meeting of this Branch will be held at the
North Stafford Hotel, Stoke-on-Trent, on Thursday, November 24th, when
the chair will be- taken by Dr. E. Deanesly, the President. Papers will be
read by Mr. W. D. Spanton, Dr. Menzies, and Mr. H. H. Folker.-
G. PETGRAVE JOHNsoN, Honorary Generil Becretafy.

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENCE.
PARIS.

French Congress ofMedicine: Professor Cornil's Opening Address.
-Professor Chantemfesse on the Serum Treatment of Typhoid
Fever.-The Funeral ofProfessor Tillaux.

THE Seventh French Medical Congress, following immediately
on the Surgical Congress, was opened on October 24th by
M. Landrin, the President of the Conseil-G6n6ral of the
Seine, in the large amphitheatre of- the Medical School.
M. Landrin was supported by Professor Cornil, the President
of the Congress, and the Vice-Presidents, Dr. Henrot of
Reims, and Dr. Brissaud of Paris. Professor Cornil, in his
opening address, spoke of the part played by morbid anatomy
in contemporary medicine, passing in review the discoveries
made during the last fifty years, and the wide change caused
by the introduction of the microscope and the ideas of Pasteur.
The Faculty of Medicine had constantly, refused as useless the
foundation of a chair of histology, and it required a small
revolution in I862 to install Charles Robin against the wish of
the professorial staff. Three years later, in I865, Cornil and
Ranvier were teaching histology extramurally in their private
laboratory, and started the publication of their manual. The
general work of the Congress included the following reports:
(i) Arterial Hypertension in Disease, by Drs. Bose and Vedel
and Dr. Vaquez; (2) Mercurial Injections, by Dr. Launois and
Dr. Balzer; (3) Obesity, by Dr. Maurel and Dr. Le Noir;
besides numerous communications.
Professor Chantemesse made an important communication

on the serum-therapy of typhoid fever. The antityphoid
serum he employs is obtained from a horse rendered
immune by injections of soluble typhoid toxin, as he
explained in. I898. Professor Chantemesse has used this
tweatment in his wards at Bastion 29 for the last
three and a half years, and there all typhoid patients-
545. cases-have been treated with it. During the same
period in the other Paris hospitals the patients received
the old treatment, with cold baths and the ordinary
pharmaceutic prteparations; these thus serve as control
cases, as they occurred during the same period and
were affected by epidemics of the same intensity.
In the hospitals in Paris ftom April ist, I9oi, to
October ist, 1904, 2,6I8 cases of typhoid fever recovered,
while 58i cases terminated fatally, giving a mortality of
i8 per cent. During the same period, among the 545 cases
treated at Bastion 29, only 22 deaths occurred, giving
a mortality of 4 per cent. If the 3,200 patients treated
in the Paris hospitals had given the same mortality per-
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