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nation and intermediate schools in combination would in a
,short time save the State twentv times the preliminary ex-
penses, and would assist the unfit to grow up into healthier
and happier subjects.

CENTRAL MIDWIVES BOARD.
A MEETING of the Central Midwives Board, with Dr.
1CHAMPNEYS in the chair, was held on July 54th, at 6, Suffolk
Street, Pall Mall. 'ISeme ofBraminations.
The first business of the Board was to continue the con-

sideration of the scheme of examinations to be held under the
Midwives Act, 1902. After prolonged discussion the following
Tegulations were adopted:
"The examiners, both London and provincial, shall be invited to

mneet at the offices of the Central Midwives Board as often as may be
necessary.
"The arrangements for the examinations shall be made by the

Secretary of the Midwives Board with such extra assistance as may be
necessary.
"The duties of the London examiners shall be:

"To consider examination questions suggested by prcvinclal
examiners.
"To set all the papers of examination questioDs both for

London andthe provinces. Two of the examiners shall under-
take this duty in rotation with the assistance of one of the
medical members of the Board to be appointed for the purpose.
The remuneration of the two examiners for this duty shall be
two guineas each.

" To conduct the examination, written or oral, of all candidates
presenting themselves for examination in London.

" To report to the Secretary of the Central Midwives Board the
result of each examination held in London.

"The examiners appointed by the Central Midwives Board to con-
,duct the Board's examinations in provincial centres shall assist the
Secretary of the Central Midwives Board in making the necessary
arrangements for the examinations. One of the examiners sball be
responsible for reporting the result of each examination to the Central
Midwives Board."
In regard to the London examiners setting the papers of

-examination questions for London and the provinces with
the assistance of one of the medical members of the Board
to be appointed for that purpose, an interesting discussion
took place, in wllich the proposal was put forward that the two
examiners should be assisted by the Chairman of the Central
Midwives Board. Mr. E. Parker Young at once pointed out
that as the Board was at present constituted they might have
the matron of an institution or a mtdwife occupying the
-chair, and Dr. Sinclair observed that it was necessary to have
a medical man to assist the two examiners, because it would
otherwise be found impossible to induce provincial medical
ien to become examinera. Dr. Cullingworth remarked that
'practically the chairman would always be a medical man."

This, however, did not satisfy Mr. Parker Young, who was of
opinion that the Board could not be too careful in the wording
of its regulations, and his suggestion that the two examiners
should be assisted by one of the medical members of the
Board to be appointed for that purpose was accepted.
The conclusion that the examinera were to report to the

secretaries of the Board the result of each examination was
intended to embody the principle that the decision of the
examiners as to the passing or rejecting of candidates should be
final. It was plainly the opinion of the Board that no sort of
revision of the decision of the examiners should be under-
taken by the Central Midwives Board. The phrase used by
Dr. Ward Cousins in this debate was quite emphatic, and the
Board concurred with him in condeming any idea that the
findings of the examiners should be "overhauled." In the
course of this discussion Dr. Cullingworth seemed to infer
that a candidate might be examined and passed by a single
examiner. This was undoubtedly contrary to the spirit of the
resolution passed on June 30th last that every examination
should, be conducted by two examiners. Mr. Parker Young
immediately expressed the opinion that the Board should
never allow any candidate to be examined unless two
examiners were present, and Dr. Sinclair and Dr. Ward
Cou8ins had no difficulty in showing that such a course was
the only possible one to pursue.
On the invitation of the Chairman the Board then recon-

sidered its resolution passed on June 30th last that after
May, I905, the examinations should be held twice a year or
more often if necessary. Several of the institutions engaged in
lu ining midwives had expressed a strong wish that the

examinations should be held by the Board every three
months. Dr. Cullingworth entered in some detail into the

reasons assigned by the various institutions for this proposed
change, and after Dr. Sinclair had objected to facilities being
given to women to go in for examination again a few months
afterbeing referred, on the ground that it would lead to a
l owering of the standard of education, the Board decided that
the resolution passcd on June 30th should be altered as
follows:
That the examinations shall be held four times a year in London and

the provinces simultaneously on the same papers or more often if
necessary.

Workhouse Infirmaries as Training Schools for Midwives.
Dr. Sinclair, in the course of a discussion on the question of

the Central Midwives Board approving certain workhouse
infirmaries as institutions for the training of midwives, said
that he objected on principle to these places being accepted.
It wa.s not right, he urged, to do anything which would tend
to increase tlhe number of births in workhouses, and to turn
union infirmaries into training schools for midwives would
result in such an addition. No definite course for all cases of
this kind was decided on by the Board, and each application
will be judged on its merits.
The Board then proceeded to transact some more or less

formal business and adjourned to July 2ISt.

CONTRACT MEDICAL PRACTICE.
THE DURHAMA MEDICAL UNION.

At the annual meeting of the County of Durham Medical
Union on June 28th, after Drs. Jepson and Murphy had been
re-elected President and Vice-President respectively, and
Messrs. Graham and Shepherd, secretaries and solicitors, and
other office-bearers for the forthcoming year had been ap-
pointed, the following resolution was passed:
That this meeting pledges itself to adhere rigidly to the resolution

passed at a joint meeting of the Durham and Northumberland Unions
refusing to recognize the National Deposit Friendly Society in any way,
and that it further declines to allow its members to sign the certidcates
of entry to the Society.
Applications from certain miners' lodges for a reduction of

the fortnight4y subscription were also considered, and the
following resolution was then put to the meeting:
That this meeting sees no reason to alter the determination of the

Union previously arrived at that the sum of gd. per fortnight is the least
fortnightly subscription that can be accepted for colliery or family club
practice.
The motion was duly seconded and was passed unani-

mously.

COLLIERY CONTRACT.S.
SELBORNE asks for assistance under the following circumstanceR: I have
been asked by the Secretary of a Colliery Company's Accident and
Burial Soeiety in this neighbourhood to s8y for what annual sum I
would undertake to attend all cases of accident (not sickness) among
the members of the Society. The pits, seven in 'number, are scattered
in three different valleys, and at an average distance of three to four
and a-half miles from my residence as a centre. They are free from
explosive gases. The following averages will give an idea of the work:
(a) Average number (for four years) of workmen on the Society's books,
=365 (last year, 389). (b) Average number of claims per annum (for four
years) of one week and upwards for injury, =42. (c) Each workmen pays
one penny per week to the funds of the Society. Perhaps some member
with experience irr colliery work would give me an idea as to what
would be a reasonable amount to ask for such annual attendance.
*** We have referred the question to a correspondent having special

experience, who writes: The amount charged must depend partly
upon whether there is a hospital in the district where the serious acci-
dents-such as fractures of the tlhigh or leg-are treated. If so, and
the minor accidents only have to be provided for, from 4o to so guineas
a year would be a fair charge. It there is no hospital, the sum of
4Lo soS. for each pit is one tllat has been usually accepted in one large
colliery district.

LITERARY NOTES.
A WORK by Professor Windle, Dean of the Medical Faculty of
the University of Birmingham, entitled, Remains of the Pre-
historic Age in England, has just appeared. The volume,
which is the second of Messrs. Methuen's series of
"Antiquary's Books," gives an account of the present state
of knowledge respecting the relics of prehistoric man in this
country. Descriptions are also given of important discoveries
made in other parts of the world. The book is freely illus-
trated.
The Edinburgh Medical Journal will shortly celebrate the

centenary of its foundation. Although different medical
periodicals had appeared from time to time both in London
and in Edinburgh, there was(says our contemporary in its
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