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GENERAL COUNCIL

OF

"MEDICAL EDUCATION AND REGISTRATION.

'THE autumn session of the General Medical Council com-
onenced on Tuesday, November 24th, 1903, the PRESIDENT, Sir
William Turner, K.C.B., in the Chair.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.
The Representative of the 1?oyal College ofPhysicians of

Ireland.
GENTLEMEN,-During the autumn recess I received from

LDr. Lombe Atthill intimation that, owing to the increasing
weight of years, he had decided to resign his seat on the
{Ceneral Medical Council. In doing so, he expressed his
'thanks to us all for the invariable kindness and consideration
which he had received at our hands, and the pleasure which
lhe had derived from the friendships that he had formed. The
Couneil will, I am sure, reciprocate the kindly sentiments
,which Dr. Atthill has expressed, and will join me in wishing
'him ease and tranquillity of mind in his retirement from the
zactive life of our profession.

The Royal College of Physicians of Ireland, whose faithful
and efficient representative Dr. Atthill has been since 1889,
'tave appointed as his successor Sir John William Moore,
M.D., whose presence at our Council table we welcome
to-day.

The late Sir George Dufey
I also received during the recess from Sir George Duffey a

letter of resignation of his office as Inspector of the Final
Qualifying Examinations of the Licensing Authorities, the
,duties of which he had discharged with conspicuous ability
-and judgement during six years. Not many days afterwards
intimation of his death reached me. The Council will, I have
-no doubt, authorize me to express, on their behalf, sympathy
with Lady Duffey and her children on the bereavement which
they have sustained.

Inspection of Eraminations.
I may remind the Council that the inspection of the final ex-

-aminations of the Scottish Universities, which in the custom-
ary course should have been undertaken during this year, was,
-owing to Sir George Duffey's illness, deferreduntil1904. Inorder
"that this duty may be discharged at the respective periods of
,examination it will be necessary either to appoint an In-
spector before the Council separates, or perhaps preferably to
authorize the Executive Committee to do so at their meeting
*in February.
In eonnexion with the series of inspections I should state

¢that the Report on the Inspection of the Final Examination
-of the Apothecaries' Society of London held in January last,
at which Dr. Bruce was associated as Visitor with our In-
spector, has been completed by Dr. Bruce with the aid of the
mmemoranda prepared by Sir George Duffey.

I have also to intimate that Dr. W. P. Herringham, who
'has acted for three years as the Council's Inspector specially
.appointed to report on the examinations held at the Apothe-
-caries' Hall, Dublin, has resigned his office. The Council
,will no doubt wish to recognize that his duties have been dis-
.charged with judgement and discretion. In view of the
'character of recent Reports and the improvements which
"have been effected in the Examinations, the Council may
perhaps think it no longer to be required that each Examina-
'tion should continue to be inspected, and as the Council has
,power under the Act to prescribe the duties to be discharged
by the Assistant Examiners appointed by the Council, that a
wvisitation and Report from time to time by a special Inspector
,may be all that is now necessary.

I have received a communication from the Secretary of the
-Dublin Apothecaries' Society, in which the request is made
-that they should be relieved of the burden entailed by the
travelling exipenses of the Assistant Examiners in Surgery
uappointed by the General Medical Council. As the presence
-of these Examiners is necessary in order to enable the Dublin
.Apothecaries to conduct a qualifying examination for the
,diploma, and as the statute requires that such remuneration
as the General Medical Council determines is to be paid by
the medical corporation at whose examinations they take
part, it seems clear that the-Apothecaries' Hall should con-
tinue to bear the charges attendant on the presence of the
examiners.

Since my address was in print the Society of Apothecaries
of Dublin have intimated their intention to resume, on
January ist, I904, their Preliminary Examination in Arts, to
be conducted byqualified University non-medical graduates.
I have remitted this communication to the Education Com-
mittee for report.

Liverpool and Victoria Universities.
It will be in the recollection of the Council that, at our

meeting in May, the question of a probable division of the
Victoria University into two or more separate Universities,
was a subject of discussion. On July gth His Majesty the
King, on the advice of His Privy Council, approved of the
grant of a Charter incorporating a University in Liverpool,
and on August 14th an Act of Parliament was passed which
came into operation on October ist. By this Act the Univer-
sity College, Liverpool, ceased to be a College of the Victoria
University, and all its rights and privileges were transferred
to, and vested in, the University of Liverpool, which was em-
powered to hold Qualifying Examinations in Medicine, Sur-
gery, and Midwifery for the purpose of registration under the
Medical Acts. as if the University had been a University in
the United Kingdom legally qualified at the passing of the
Medical Act, i886, to grant Diplomas in Medicine and Sur-
gery. Further, the Council of the University of Liverpool be-
came entitled to choose one Representative to be a member
of the General Medical Council, and Section vii of the Medi-
cal Act, i886, is to be read and have effect as if the University
of Liverpool had been expressly included therein. No inti-
mation of the election of a representative has yet been re-
ceived from the University.
Also on July 9th the King, by the advice of His Privy

Council, approved of a charter which ordainedthat the Victoria
University shall hereafter be called and known as the Victoria
'University of Manchester, under which name and style it
shall remain and continue one bodypolitic and corporate with
perpetual succession and a Common Seal, and free from
liability to admit or remain in association with any college
other than the Owens College and the Yorkshire College.
The appointment of Mr. Young, the present representative of
the Victoria University, I am advised, remains unaffected by
the change which has taken place in the original Charter of
incorporation, and he will continue as the representative of
the University until resignation, or the expiration of the
term for which he was originally appointed.
No Charter has yet been granted to establish a University

in Yorkshire, although it is not unlikely that one may be
granted in the immediate future.

The Royal Colleges in England.
At the July meeting of the Council (Minutes, July i6th,

I903) I was requested to forward to the Royal Colleges of
Physicians and Surgeons in London the reports of the Coun-
cil's Education and Examination Committees, together with
the Council's resolutions thereupon, to call the attention of
the Colleges to the unsatisfactory condition of the courses of
study and examination in chemistry, physics, and biology
disclosed in these reports, and to urge that in the interests of
medical education immediate steps should be taken to remedy
the defects referred to. I was further authorized to appoint
a committee to join with me in conferring with representa-
tives of the Royal Colleges, should it appear that a conference
on the questions raised was desired. Accordingly I communi-
cated with the two Colleges, and was informed in due time
that the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons had had
under consideration my letter ahd the accompanying docu-
ments, and had appointed delegates to confer with delegates
of the Royal College of Physicians respecting the proposed
conference. In the early part of this month a special Com-
mittee consisting of the two groups of delegates met and con-
sidered the questions raised in my letter. This Committee
has now reported to the Colleges, and it recommends that the
General Medical Council be thanked'for the expression of
their opinions respecting the courses of study and the exami-
nations in chemistry, physics, and biology, and that' these
opinions should receive the respectful attention of the two
Royal Colleges. Further, the Committee recommends that
the Royal Colleges should express regret that they are unable
to accept the invitation of the President of the General
Medical Council to appoint representatives' to meet the
Committee of the Council in regard to the question of medical
education and examination in chemistry, physics and biology
whiich has been raised in the Reports of the Council's Educas
tion and Examination Comnmittees.' An official commu'nie'a
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tion has now been received from each of the two Colleges
reporting the adoption of the recommendations of the com-
mittee of delegates as the reply of the Colleges to my com-
munication.

Reciprocity with Canada.
In my address from the Chair in May last I referred to the

question of reciprocity between the UTnited Kingdom and
Canada in regard to the registration of their respective
medical qualifications, and I made a suggestion which, in the
event of one of the Provincial Legislatures declining to avail
itself of the Canadian Medical Act, 1902, would, if adopted,
enable the other Provinces to establish reciprocal relations
with the United Kingdom under Part II of the Medical Act,
i886. The Provincial Medical Board of Nova Scotia have sent
me a resolution passed at the annual meeting in which they
endorsed that suggestion. As requested by the Council I
communicated with both the Privy Council and the Colonial
Office to ascertain if the suggestion was likely to be favourably
regarded by the Government of the Dominion of Canada, or
by the medical authorities who have supported the Canada
Medical Act, I902. In reply, I have been informed that the
Canada Medical Act was introduced and carried through the
Dominion Parliament by a private member, no legislat ion
having been initiated by the Government of Canada, and tha t
the Canadian Ministers are not aware if an amendment of the
Act is in contemplation during the present session.

Friendly Societies and the Disciplinary Bill.
A communication has been received from the Secretary of

the Friendly Societies' Medical Alliance on one of the clauses
in the Penal and Disciplinary Bill, promoted by the Council,
which has duving several sessions been before Parliament,
but has never reached a second reading. I shall take the
opportunity during the session of asking the Council's atten-
tion in camerd to this communication.

Pharmacy Bill.
In accordance with the request of the Council (Minutes,

May 23rd, 1903) I asked the attention of the Lord President of
the Privy Council to a Pharmacy Bill then before Parliament,
in which the rights of the medical profession as safeguarded
by existing Pharmacy Acts appeared to be encroached upon.
In reply I am assured that the Council of the Pharmaceutical
Society has no intention of interfering with medical practice,
and that it has prepared a clause for insertion in a future Bill
to ensure that it shall not interfere with or abrogate any of
the rights reserved in the Pharmacy Acts, i868 and I869. A
communication to the same effect has been received directly
from the Secretary to the Pharmaceutical Society.

Proposed Leaving-School Examinations in England.
A letter has been addressed to us by the Consultative Com-

mittee of the Board of Education with regard to the institution
of a general system of leaving examinations for secondary
schools in England, which could be accepted in lieu of the
preliminary examinations now required for admission to the
various professional bodies. The Council is invited to send
one or two representatives to a conference with the Consulta-
tive Committee to. be held on Friday, December 4th. Those
of us who live in Scotland are familiar with the beneficial effect
which the introduction some years ago of a national system
of leaving examinations and certificates has had in raising the
standard of education in the secondary schools in that divi-
sion of the United Kingdom. It is very satisfactory to hear
that it is proposed to introduce into England a similar sys-
tem, and it must be gratifying to this Council to be asked to
take a part in so important a conference. It is to be hoped
that the conclusions arrived at and the subsequent action of
the Board of Education thereupon will result in the estab-
lishment in England of a system of leaving examinations
which, so far as this Council is concerned, will simplify the
much-discussed questioii of the preliminary education of stu-
dents of medicine. For in questions which do not directly
fall within its own competency the Council cannot stand out-
side a well-considered national scheme of education and
examination intended to qualify for admission to the various
'professions.

TReports of Committees.
The Examination Committee will have under consideration

the Reports by the Council's Inspectors On the examinations
in chemistry, physics, and biology conducted by the Conjoint
Boards in Scotland'and in Ireland. As Professors Windle and
'Campbell Brotn have now comhpleted the inspection of the
"first Professibnal Examinations of the-licensing corporations,

I thought it might be useful if the Council had at the conclu-
sion of their labours a general statement and review of the-
opinions which these gentlemen had been led to form of the
character and standard of this examination as conducted by
the three Conjoint Boards and by the Society of. Apothecaries.
of London. They have kindly acceded to my request to
draw up a general Report, and in summarizing the opinions
which they had formed they have made certain practical
suggestions which deserve the consideration of the Council
and of the licensing authorities. Their joint Report was.
circulated amongst members of Council some weeks,
ago. The Examination Committee will also have to.
report on the Visitation of the Final Examination
of the Conjoint Board in England, the Apothecaries'
Society of London, the completed Visitation of the Conjoint
Board in Ireland, and the July Examination of the Apothe-
caries' Hall, Dublin.
The Education Committee will, I understand, also report

on questions which have been entrusted to them.

Finance.
The Council having adopted at our meeting in May a.

Memorandum which I then submitted to it on our financial
position and on the inadequacy of our income, I have com-
municated the Memorandum officially to the Lord President,
of the Privy Council and have requested that consideration
would be given to the subject, with a view to the financial
difficulties being removed, either in the manner suggested inb
the Memorandum or in some other way. I have reason to.
know that the question is now being carefully considered.

Unqucalified Practice.
A communication has been received from the Home Secre-

tary enclosing copy of a letter which he had received from tlv-
Coroner of the Pickering Division of the North Riding of York-
shire with regard. to inquests in cases where the deceased has-
been attended by a person who is not a registered medical
practitioner. The attention of the Council has on varioup.
occasions been called by coroners and other official persons
to this matter, and it has been made the subject of repeatedL
representations by us to the various Government authorities,
but up to this time no remedial legislation has been provided-
Subject to the approval of the Council, I propose to make a.
further representation to the Local Government Board on this.
question.

Sale of Poisons by Unquali.fied Assistants.
A number of registered medical practitioners in Glasgow-

have presented to the Lord President of the Privy Council *
petition respecting the action of the Pharmaceutical Society of
Great Britain and of the General Medical Council with
reference to the sale of scheduled poisons by unqualified
assistants. This petition has been transmitted by the Lord:
President for our information.

Disciplinary Cases.
Several cases of discipline will be submitted by the Penal

Cases and Dental Committees for your careful consideration..
Conclusion.

Although the volume of business before us is cbnsiderable,
I hope that we may be able to complete our work at the
beginning of next week.

NOTIES.
The Apothecarles Hall of Dublin is off upon a new, or

Tather upon the revival of an old, venture, for they announce
their intention of instituting a preliminary examination in
Arts of their 'own. They also suggest that they should -be let
off the cost of travelling expenses, etc., of the assistant ex-
aminers in surgery appointed by the General Medical Council,
a request which does not seem likely to be granted. But the
-President threw out the suggestion that it might now be
sufficient to inspect these examinations occasionally instead
of as heretofore, constantly. It is a little difficult to see -whry
a body which gets such a very small number of candidates for
its diploma should think it worth while to start an Arts ex-
amination of its own, unless indeed this be the beginning of
a partial revolt against the Council and its requirements-
We :shall be curious to see if they follow the lead of the
English Royal Colleges and dispense with students' registra-
tion.

-'The Attitude of the Canadian fovernment towards the
Canada Medical Act and the reciprocity question does not

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.2239.1425 on 28 N
ovem

ber 1903. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/


NOV. 28, 1903.] SLEEPING SICKNESS: ETIOLOGY, PATHOLOGY, SYMPTOMS. [ AIoS 1427

seem to have been much elucidated by the replies of the
Privy Council and the Colonial Office to the President's in-
quiries. The official replies amount in effect to no more than
thiis-that the Act was brought in by a private member, and
tlherefore they know nothing about it and cannot tell if any
-amendment rendering it operative in those provinces which
have adopted it is contemplated.

The English Royal Colleges, it was announced, had
appointed a joint committee to consider the proposition
rnade to them that they should meet and confer with repre-
-sentatives of the Council on the subject of the unsatisfactory
reports upon the education and examinations in chemistry,
physics, and biology. The reply is courteously worded, and
promises that the observations of the Council will meet with
respectful consideration, but the proposal to appoint repre-
rsentatives to meet and confer with representatives of the
Council is firmly declined. Thus the hoped-for reconciliatioit
-of the divergent views is at an end, and it remains to be seen
wlhat step the Council will take next. But we cannot help
fee]ing that in rejecting the proposition of a conference the
Colleges have shown a spirit not altogether to be commended,
for it is tantamount to a declaration that they intend to go
their own way absolutely.

The subject of Preliminary Examinations came up in a new
dorm. The Consultative Committee of the Board of Education
-invited the Council to send two representatives to a conference
to consider a scheme for the institution of " leaving examina-
tions " at secondary schools, which, it is thought, might take
the place of the preliminary examinations accepted for
4entrance upon various forms of professional study. The
President eulogized the influence exerted in Scotland by
these leaving examinations, and Sir John Tuke and Dr.
MacAlister were appointed to represent the Council at the
proposed conference.

The Certiflcation of Deaths by Unqualified Persons was the
subject of a communication addressed to the President by the
Home Secretary. The attitude of the Home Office towards
this question has sometimes, as our readers may recollect,
been by no means such as we could desire. We trust that
we may interpret any communication from this source as an
indication that the importance of reform in this direction is
becoming apparent to the authorities of that department.
The President proposed to make this an opportunity for a
further representation to the' Local Government Board
urging the importance of greater stringency in this respect.

The Friendly Societies' Medical Alliance has addressed to
the Council a communication to which the President made a
:somewhat cryptic allusion. The Alliance would appear to
threaten opposition to one of the clauses in the Disciplinary
Bill promoted by the Council, a Bill which has several times
got as far as a first readling in Parliament, but never any
iarther. It is difficult to see what the Friendly Societies
iave to do with this Bill, and we prefer not to speculate as to
their motives.

The Resignation of Dr. Lombe Atthill, whose place upon
the Council has been filled by the appointment of Sir John
-Moore, well known to our members as one of the Council of
-our Association, and the resignation and subsequent death of
Sir George Duffey, who had long and most efficiently acted as
the Council's Inspector of Examinations, formed the theme
-of a few words of graceful comment from the chair.
The whole of Wednesday's sitting was occupied by the ad-

journed hearing of a charge against a medical practitioner of
aittempted improper relations with female patients when at-
tending them professionally. The Council resolved that the
facts alleged had not been proved to its satisfaction.

BRITISHE MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND.
THE following is a further list of donations received in
response to Sir William Broadbent's appeal

£4s. d. £C s.d.
r. J. B. Rudduck . 5. o Dr. R. Petl. I o

Mr. Jas. Taylor, J.P. ... 5 0 o 'In Memoriam". I I
ir. W. Travers 2 2 O "Anonymous" I I I
Dr. E. Deanesly .I o Mrs. A. Gray . ... ... o o
The Treasurer (Dr. Samuel West, I15, Wimpole Street, W.)

desires to call attention to the offer made by Dr. Satchell of
a donation of Lbo on condition that a further sum of £8o
were raised in £s or Lso specialdonations before the end of the
year. This condition is, as yet, far from having been fulfilled.

THE ETIOLOGY, PATHOLOGY, AND SYMPTOMS
OF SLEEPING SICKNESS.

TIE second fasciculus of the reports of the Sleeping Sickness
Commission of the Royal Society consists, as we stated last
week, of three papers and an appendix, received at intervals
from December 5th, 1902, to August 4th, 1903.

SLEEPING SICKNESS AND FILARIA PERSTANS IN EAST
EQUATORIAL AFRICA.

The first paper is by Dr. Cuthbert Christy, and relates to
the distribution of sleeping sickness and filaria perstans in
East Equatorial Africa. This is also the subject of the
appendix by Mr. G. C. Low. Dr. Christy finds that sleeping
sickness centres round Lake Victoria Nyanza and its waters,
and is very seldom found more than ten to fifteen miles from
its shores. In the Island of Buvuma, for instance, fully two-
thirds of the population had died off at the time of his visit,
and at least half of the remainder were suffering from the
disease. In Usoga and Eastern Uganda the disease appears
to date from about I900, and seems, if the native accounts are
to be trusted, to be spreading steadily eastwards. The dis-
tribution of filaria perstans does not at all correspond to that
of the disease; this point is illustrated by two excellent maps.
There is also no evidence that the filaria, like the sickness, is
of recent introduction; the areas which do coincide with that
of the filaria are those of the cultivation of the banana and
of the wearing of clothes. The people who grow bananas and
do not go about naked are liable to be infected with the filaria,
but the incidence of sleeping sickness is not affected by these
circumstances. Dr. Low entirely confirms Dr. Christy's con-
clusions; he shows that there are areas where sleeping sick-
ness exists and from which filaria perstans is absent;
that, moreover, there are areas, such as, for instance, the
whole of British Guiana, in which filaria perstans is very
common, and yet there is no sleeping sickness; and, finally,
that there are areas wlhere both are found, the parasite exist-
ing in the blood both of the hlealthy and the sick. The
presence of the two together is therefore shown to be but a
coincidence.

MGRPHOLO(OY OF THE TRYPANOSOME.
The second paper, whichl was received on July 2ISt, 1903, iS

by Dr. Castellani, and treats of the adult and developmental
forms of the trypanosome found in sleeping sickness; it is
illustrated by two coloured plates. Dr. Castellani com-
mences by refeirring to the previous publication,1 in which he
stated that lie had found, in 20 out of 34 sleeping sickness
patients, a trypanosome which he considered to be the cause
of the disease. The adult parasite has the ordinary general
outline of the species, the protoplasm being somewhat
alveolar in stru2ture, thouglh not so markedly as in trypano-
some brucei, as described by Plimmer and Bradford. The
organism can be seen occasionally to be engulfed by leuco-
cytes ; in other cases it appears suddenly to stop moving and
to vanish without coming into contact with a white corpuscle.
Ite moves always witlh the blunted (so-called posterior) ex-
tremity to the front, in whiclh respect it differs from all other
trypanosomes hitherto described. In preparations of the
blood, which are kept from drying, the parasite retains its
vitality for from four to six hours; in the cerebro-spinal fluid
it remains alive outside the body for as long as i8 to 20hours.
The temperature of the room does not appear to have mucli
effect upon its extracorporeal vitality. For staining the
parasite, Dr. Castellani recommends Leishman's modification
of the Romaniowsky method; this stains the micronucleus
and flagellum red, the protoplasm blue, while the undulant
membrane remains almost unstained.
The nucleus is generally large and of variable shape. It is as a rule

situated in the posterior half of the parasite.
The micro-nucleus (Plimmer and Bradford), or centrosoma (Laveran

and Mesnil), does not show apparently any structure. It stains red,
but of a much more vivid colour than the nucleus. It is situated very
near the posterior end of the parasite, and generally outside the
vacuole.
The vacuole is oval and of rather large dimensions. It is situated

anterior to the micronueleus.
The flagellum takes origin apparently from the micronucleus, then,

following the external edge of the undulating membrane, reaches the
anterior extremity, where it becomes free. The free portfon of the
flagellum is usually longer than in other trypanosomes.
The protoplasm does not stain evenly and not very deeply; it does

show some chromatic granules.
The total length of the parasite is from I6 to 24 1&. The width is fr-in

2 to 2.5 /A.

_ B=ITIH MEDICAL JOURNAL, October 27th, P. 10oS.

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.2239.1425 on 28 N
ovem

ber 1903. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/

