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Dr. Holldnder that it is not in England considered proper for a medical
man, when writing expressly for the lay public, to quote from his pro-
fessional case-books, as is done for instance on pages 122 and 133 of the
book referred to. Secondly, it is surcly somewhat misleading for any
one professing expert scientific knowledge to state to the public that:
“1t is a universally accepted fact that the size of the brain is a measure-
ment of mental power ” (page 251). Thirdly, theauthor in several places,
for example, pages 295 and 106, makes virulent attacks upon vivisection,
which naturally affords no support to the fanciful theories put forward
by him. We consider that the chief danger of his book is the effect
which it may have upon the non-scientific reader. Medical men are
hardly likely to take it seriously.

TREATMENT OF PROSTATITIS.

MR. FREDERICK J. FAGGE (Llanfairfechan) writes: In my last letter to
you on the above subject, published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
of September 26th, p. 788, I find there is an error—printer’s, I believe—

. on the fourth line from the bottom. It is put ‘Sulphate of magnesia
with each dose of the mercury.” It should have been, Mag. sulph. with
cach dose of the citrate. of lithia as often as required. As regards the
use of belladonna and glycerine as a suppository I am afraid I must
plead guilty to one of your correspondents as to want of accuracy in
direction. What it should have been was a small portion of equal
parts of glycerine and ext. belladonnz should be inserted in the rectum
cach night. I specially wish to mention this, as I once had a case in
which Iordered thesame prescription for irritation about the neck of the

- bladder, and it resulted in symptoms of belladonna ‘poisoning appear-
ing about two hours after the insertion. I should also have added that
I ordered g.x of potassium bicarbonate in 3j of infus. buchu three
times a day, alternately week or fortnight with the lithia tabloids.

THE MISSING LADY DOCTOR. '

MR. E. F. HIOKMAN (57, Courtficld Gardens, South Kensington, S.W.)
writes : In reply to the many suggestions made to me, and for which I
feel very grateful, I beg to say I am also of opinion it would be most
desirable to obtain a suitable memorial, signed by as many persons as
possible, presented by an influential deputation to thie Secretary for
Home Affairs (the Right Honourable Aretas Akers-Douglas, M.P.),
praying for a public inquiry into all the circumstances relating to the
sudden disappcarance at noon of August 1sth last of my dear daughter
Sophia Frances Hickman, M.D., at the time she was devoting all her
energies to the public service of this country as an unpaid resident
medical officer of the Royal Free Hospital, one of the most important
and necessary &)ublic hospitals of London. It is incomprehensible a
young woman
of evenness of temperament and strength of character, united to all her
family and friends by closc ties of kindred and affection, devoted to her
work as a physician, fond of helping the poor, and completely happy
and useful in every respect, should suddenly disappear at noon from
the hospital in the centre of London several weeks ago, and not have
been heard of since. It will be a great disgrace to this country should
she not be recovered and the matter allowed to be hushed up. If so,
no woman will be able to feel safe in future in the London streets in
bhroad daylight. The co-operation of judges, bishops, members of
Parliament and of the medical profession, clergymen of all denomina-
tions, and other influential men and women, should be obtained to
make a powerful appeal to the Home Mhister for a public inquiry. No
time should be lost.

HEPATIC PHLEBOTOMY.

FLEET-SURGEON W. EAMEs (H.M.S. Mars, Channel S(f'{uadron) writes: In

reference to the subject of blood-letting in cases of congested and en-
larged liver as mentioned by Mr. Cantlie in his paper on Liver Abscess
published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of September 1gth, I would

oint out that at the annual meeting of the British Medical Association
in 1888, the late Dr. Harley read a paper styled Hepatic Phlebotomy or
Liver Blood-letting by Trocar and Cannula, which he suggested as a
novel and original procedure, to be adopted in cases of acutely con-
gested and enlarged liver, as met with in the tropics, thus effectively
reducing the chances of abscess formation in such cases; but, as was
shown by the late Lieutenant-Colonel Ryan, R.A.M.C., Dr. Harley's
idea, as a method of trcatment, was anticipated by several years ¥)y
Maclean, who in his lecturcs to surgeons on probation at Netley, re-
commended direct blood-letting from the liver in cases of acute con-

estive enlargement as met with in India and the tropics. It would be
interesting to know to what extent this procedure has been adopted in
the cases mentioned and with what result as a preventive in abscess
formation. The varying length of needles used by Mr. Cantlie, in
accordance with the anatomical points mentioned by him, would ap-
pear to establish in respect of dangerous haemorrhage an assured safety

s for liver puncture.

Toxic EFFECTS OF HEROIN.

DR. W. J. YOUNG (Cambridge) writes : *‘ Giving heroin to a lady recently I

was surprised to observe the development of a macular and papuiar
rash with cerebral symptoms—drowsiness, mental dullness, and a sort
of nightmare cach night. The whole of the symptoms rapidly dis-
appiza red on stopping the drug. The dose given was /& gr. every four to
six hours.

THE CULEX OF THE BRAIN.

CERTAIN daily papers are an endless source of amusement and wonder-

ment. They are {requently much more comic than the alleged comic
periodicals. In theissue of September 2sth of the Daily Mail there was
an item headed ** X Rays and Epilepsy, from our own correspondent in
New York.” We are therein gravely informed that a powerful z ray is
directed at the patient's head. This may pass. But the climax is
reached when it is stated that the rays soothe the culex of the brain. As
cvery student of anatomy knows, the nomenclature of the various parts
of the brain is not child’s play. Now, in addition to marine
monsters, to wit, the hippocampus, and, it may be added. the major and
minor of the breed, we have the gnat. Cortex is, of course, what is
meant ; but how is that cheerful unintellectual biped, the man in the
street, to know that, especially when he is having his breakfast, and

" has no time to consult his old Encyclopaedia? It is, indeed, a case of

straining ata gnat. But was it worth while discovering America to
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have this sort of news cabled to us at great expense? The only thin,
" that can be said in its favour is que ca désopile la rate, as Rabelais woulg
have said.
SECTION OF OPHTHALMOLOGY.

ERRATA.—In the paper on thc Mechanism of Accommodation in Man,
by Dr. Karl Grossmann, which was published in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of September 26th, p. 726, in Fig. 4 B, the lens was represented
as having moved upwards only, whereas it had moved upwards and
laterally.  Iun Fig. s d. the three points should not have been in a
straight, but in a curved line. In the description under Fig. s two final
letters had fallen out. At p. 730, column 2z, line 6 from the bottom,
‘3 and 3 dioptrics ” should read ** 2.5 and 3.5 dioptries.”
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Each additional line ... w ©0 0 6
A whole column we 2 0 ©
A page - 5 5 0

An average line contains six words.

Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager, ¢~
the Office, not later than first post on Wednesday morning preceding
publication; and if not paid for at thc time, should be accompanied
by a reference. .

Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical
Association at the Genmeral PPost-Office, London. Small amounts may
be paid in postage-stamps.

N.B.—It is against the rules of the Post Office to receive letters at
Postes Eestantes addressed-either in initials or numbers.
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