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CONTRACT MEDICAL PRACTICE.
BURNLEY.

We are informed that several members of the profession
resident in Burnley received early in October a letter signed
by the Branch Secretary of the Amalgamated Association of
Tramway and Vehicle Workers, asking the recipient to
" tender for the position of doctor" to the branch, which was
stated to have a membership of 230. " Will you," the letter
continued, " say how much per member you will take the job
on at." A committee meeting of the Burnley and District
Medico-Ethical Association was at once summoned and the
following resolutions were carried unanimously:
That it is contrary to the ethics of the medical profession to tender for

any appointment, either for sickness or accident, and that when an ap-
pointment for accidents is vacant the mo4e of procedure is for the appoint-
ment to be advertised or circularized, stating the duties and salary
attached thereto, and then it shall be competent for any one to apply. All
treatment, with the except of acidents, comes under the heading of
Medical Aid Clubs, and is not included in the above.
That a circular be sent to every member of the medical profession in

Burnley, asking him to take no notice of .the circular sent by the Amal-
gamated Association of Tramway and Vehicle Workers until the exact
nature of " the job" referred to in the circular be made plain.
Acting on the instructions of the Committee, the Honorary

8ecretary (Dr. J. C. Pemberton) wrote to the Secretary of the
Branch, inquiring as to the nature of the duties, and enclosing
a copy of the first resolution. No reply was received, but on
Oct 'ber s8th an advertisement appeared in the local papers
for a medical man to attend the members of the Friendly
Boeiety in sickness or accidents. On October 20th an extra-
ordinary general meeting of the Medico-Ethical Association
was held, at which the following resolution was carried
unianimously:
That in accordance with previous resolutions passed by this Association

with regard to Medical Aid Clubs, it be recommended that no member
apply for the appointment advertised by the Tramway and Vehicle
Workers Association, and that this resolution be forwarded to each
member of the profession and a report of the proceedings sent to the
medical papers.

We are informed that at a meeting in November, i896, the
following resolution was signed by all the medical men in the
Burnley district:
That the feeling o this meeting is directly antagonistic to Medical Aid

glubs as they at present exist in Burnley.
The course which this Friendly Society has followed appears

to us to be particularly objectionable, and we hope that no
member of the profession may be found to act contrary to the
spirit of the resolution just quoted.

SWANSEA.
A controversy of a kind similar to that which has occurred

in many other towns has arisen in Swansea between the
members of the medical profession and the clubs. Dr.
Latimer, 202, St. Helen's Road, Swansea, asks members of
the profession, who have had experience in such controver-
sies, to communicate with him, sending any information likely
to be of use to the profession in Swansea.

CLUB PRACTICE IN BOTTTHPORT.
The question of Club and Friendly Society practice has

lately become acute in Southport. After several meetings of
the' profession of Southport and Birkdale the following four
points were agreed upon, and were subsequently embodied in
an agreement, which was signed by every medical man prac-
tising in the district:

I Not to bccept less than 5s. per adult male per annum for professional
attendance on members of tontine or other societies. (The present rate

38-)
a. That not less than Is. be accepted for examination of a man wishing

to bpeome a member of a tontine or club.
3. Not to accept the post of surgeon to any club having women and

ahildren as members.
4. Not to accept the post of surgeon to any new club commencing in the

neighbourhood.
At a subsequent meeting held after a conference with repre-

sentatives of the leading Friendly Societies it was decided
that nio modification of the above terms could be entertained.
Me attitude of the Rechabite Order was the chief stumbling
bloek in the way of an amicable settlement, as they abso-

lutely refused to withhold the benefits of contract medical
attendance from their women and children, and announced
thaeir intention of trying to import a medical man into the
town if necessary.

It is to be hoped that all members of the profession will
loyally support the profession in Southport in their battle
against the low. fees and other abu 3es connectedwith Friendly
Society practice.

MEDICAL MEN AND FRIENDLY SOCIETIES.
THE Derbyshire Tinmes has published a manifesto of the Chesterfield
Medical Association, signed by representatives of most of the Friendly
Sopieties of Chesterfield and the District. It is entitled " Plain Speaking,"
and shows a considerable amount of animus against the Midland Medical
Union. It chiefly devotes itself to attacking an article in our con-
temporary, the Lacncet, the writer of which is accused of purposely mis-
stating the points at issue between them and the local profession. It
would appear, however from their own statements that the medical
practitioners of the district, rightly or wrongly, hold the same views as
the Lancet Commissioner, so that the article complained of is no more of
an ex parte character than their own manifesto. The bitter tone of this
manifesto, which affects to be an appeal to the judgement of the public,
is to be regretted, as it widens the breach that already exists between the
Friendly Societies in that district and the medical profession. The chief
points that the doctors insist on is that the club rate shall be Ss. per
annum per member, a very reasonable demand, and they refuse to allow
abatement in the case of those who are members of other clubs. As the
membership of each club carries with it a distinct sick allowance,
members belonging to several clubs are plainly able to pay more to the
doctor tban those who are members of one only. A great deal is made of
the admission of the doctors that club and contract work had not been
conducted in the past in a satisfactory manner. But has not this been in
a great measure due to the 1riadequate club payments ? It is therefore
properly put forward as one of the reasons for an increase in fees.
The Chesterfield Medical Association is now advertising for a medical

officer, and it remains to be seen whether a medical practitioner can be
found willIng to fight the battle of the Chesterfield Friendly Societies
against his professional brethren. If one should be found he can scarcely
wonder if he is ostracized; and working men and others familiar with the
usual treatment meted out to workmen who oppose their unions in trade
disputes may rather wonder at the leniency shown by medical men
towards such offenders than affect to regard such conduct as unworthy
or unbecoming.

A NEW hospital for children suffering from hip disease,
which has been erected at a cost of about £12,000 on an
elevated site near Sevenoaks, was opened on October i6th by
Lady Norah Hodgson.
THREE shopkeepers were recently fined £5 each with costs

at the Sunderland Police Court for selling chocolate sweet-
meats adulterated with paraffin wax. The prosecution was in-
stituted by the health authorities.
A NEW wing of the Port Sanitary Hospital at Dpnton,

Gravesend, wasopenedon October 15th. The newly-constructed
wards are part of a general hospital scheme at Denton, for
the better isolation of infectious disease occurring among
sailors.
AMBULANCE ARRANGE1MENTS AT THE ROYAL PROCESSION.-

The military ambulance arrangements were made by Colonel
Gubbins, Principal Medical Officer Home District, on the
same lines as had been laid down for June 27th. There were
IO9 stretcher squads along the line of route, tile bearers being
drawn from the Royal Army Medical Corps (22 squads), Royal
Army Medical Corps (Volunteers) London and Woolwich
(21 squads each), and the various brigade bearer companies in
the Home District. The i6 ambulance stations, at each
of which were two ambulance wagons with a medical officer
and orderlies, were furnished by theRegulars(g)andVolunteers
(7). Fieldhospitals werelocated at theCattleMarket, Islington,
the Surrey Sessions House, Olympia, and the Detention Hos-
pital, Tower. Whilst seven large civil hospitals reserved- a
certain number of beds for severe casualties amongst the
troops. The members of the St. John Ambulance Brigade
did ambulance duty at 1I3 stations on the line of route. The
personnel on duty included 44 surgeons, I,069 ambulanc9
officers and men, and 196 nursing officers and sisters, making
a total of 1,309 of all ranks, and composed of representatives
from the metropolitan corps and from corps from other dis-
tricts througlhout the country. Of cases requiring first-aid,
1,159 were reported as having been treated, including 1,130
fainting fits. Only g cases required removal to the hospitals,
and of these the worst was that of a man who fell off auiild-
ing- and sustained a bad fracture of the humerus and a
sprained ankle.
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