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cause young men to embark on a medical career without any
appreciatidn of what such a career really entails.
As it is, candidates for admission to an already congested

profession are forthcoming in ever-increasing numbers; so
that it appears to me that Sir Frederick Treves and other
distinguished members of the profession would be well
advised, in the interests of those who may be contemplating
a medical career, if they were careful in their public utter-
ances to put the drawbacks, as well as the advantages, of the
profession fairly and squarely before their hearers. They
should, it seems to me, make it clear that neither a stout
heart nor a diploma, nor the two combined, can command
success in medicine without the aid of natural inclination.
substantial ability, and a sound education both in general
knowledge and the studies incidental to their profession. If
these unquestionable, if unpalatable, truths were more fre-
quently given utterance to, there can be no doubt that many
persons, unfitted for the profession by nature, education, or
lack of means, would be saved from courting disaster in one
of the most exacting and precarious of all avocations.-I am,
etc.,
Alexander Square, S.W., June I7th. DENNIS VINRACE.

GENU VALGUM.
SIR,-I thought my letterhad done Mr. Morton full justice

for more complete research into the deformity of genu valgum
by-the aid of skiagraphy than had been previously made, and
undoubtedly his illustrations show a clearer outline of the
bones than a mere photograph, which shows only the general
contour of the limb, and all my letter was intended t: show
was that before skiagraphy was used observations had been
made enabling surgeons to deal with the deformity by opera-
tion on the bones affected.
Unfortunately, previous to writing my paper for the

Nottingham meeting, I had not seen Mr. Noble Smith's
observations on the subject, and in the debate that followed I
found that he had some.years previously noticed the tibial
deformity to be more frequent than I had supposed. I
brought forward the subject, because, as stated in my paper,
I found no reference made to it in many surgical works, and
that others (names given) had not laid particular stress upon
the peculiar nature of the deformity, and, as far as I
remember, the subject appeared to excite considerable
interest, and the plaster cast, somewhat slightingly alluded to
by Mr. Morton, was considered helpful in demonstrating my
argument.

Dr. Macewen, in the passage 1 quoted from his work, spoke
of the tibial deformity being "found in about one-third of
the whole number of cases." Mr. Morton makes much of a
slight difference of expressing the same thing-for example,
"considerable enlargement of the head of the tibia" com-
pared with " overgrowth of the inner tuberosity." If this is
not carping criticism I am mistaken; he must know it was
only a verbal error, which could not deceive any one acquainted
with the subject. The whole controversy hangs upon the
relative frequency of the two varieties of genu valgum. That
many cases depend upon the elongation of the inner condyle
of the. femur there can be no doubt, and can be readily
demonstrated by flexing the knee acutely, when the inner
condyle will be seen to project far below its normal relation
to the external condyle. Skiagraphy is not required for that
purpose, neither is it absolutely necessary to demonstrate
deformity of the tibia. All the bones are easily felt in an
ordinary leg.
My paper was written ten years ago. Since that time Mr.

Morton's opportunities of dealing with ricketty children at
two large hospitals, aided by ski*ugraphy, have largely availed
him in the more scientific elucidation of the subject. Since
i8p6 I have been deprived of those privileges, otherwise I
might have been able to corroborate personally his observa-
tions, and gladly should I have done so. But I scarcely
think that he should endeavour to minimize the value of
work accomplished under less favourable circumstances,
which, after all, in degree was quite as useful in prictical
results as more elaborate skiagraphic illustrations. Mr.
Morton lias kindly dictated what I should have said; but, on
careful consideration, I think I had explained my views and
position as clearly as possible. I regret that he should have

had the trouble of writing, and I too must apologize for
occupying so much of your valuable space.-I am, etc.,
Bristol, July 26th. . JOHN EWENS.

INDUSTRIAL COLONIES FOR CONSUMPTIVES AND
EPILEPTICS.

SIR,-The sympathies of most men must be largely with
Drs. Hall-Edwards and C. C. Chidell in endeavouring to
bring into being industrial colonies for consumptives. If
such communities could be organized in connexion with
sanatoria for the consumptive poor in .suitable country
districts they would offer the best modes of life and forms of
employment, on a partly self-supporting basis, for the after-
treatment of their patients.
Those, at least, who were manifestly unsuited for town life

in these densely-populated islands would live " on the soil."
Is it possible that, with certain additions or alterations in
rural education, rural depopulation might be checked thereby ?
A country house and sixty acres of land have been acquired,
by the aid of the generous in Devon and Cornwall, for the open-
air treatment of consumptives. The estate is situated in a
beautiful valley running south, high up on the southern
slopes of Dartmoor. A great amphitheatre of moor and tors
rises behind it, and the English Channel can be seen to
the south. With its comparatively equable climate this
locality presents advantages, on the whole, for open-air life,
though no clime is proved to be specific in the treatment of
tuberculosis.
The services of instructors in agriculture. handicrafts, etc.,

in such industrial colonies could be made available for a
neighbouring colony of epileptics, and it is not altogether
impossible that South Dartmoor, with its many natural
advantages, may witness one of these days the activities of
such workers.-I am, etc.,F
Plymouth, July 26th. F. B1J8HNELL.

"THE TREND OF MODERN OPINION ON CANCER."
SIR,-I shall feel obliged if you will permit me space in the

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL to correct an error your reviewer
bas fallen into, in referring in the JOURNAL of July 26th to
my pamphlet entitled The Modern Trend of MUedical Opinion on
Cancer. He writes: "But in this respect at least, the work
-is not quite up-to-date. We miss any reference to the use of
the Roentgen rays, and in dealing with the treatment by
o"3phorectomy and thyroid extract there is no reference to the
ultimate fatal result in-Dr. Herman's cases as reported by him
in October last."
Your reviewer cannot be aware that the pamphlet was

written in May, I900; that it was the Cancer Prize Essay of
that year, and that it was published by the Cancer Society in
January, I90I. To expect a reference to a report that appeared
eighteen months after the pamphlet was written is to expect
too much.-I am, etc.,
Manchester, July 28th. ALEX. FRASER.

OBITUARY,
EDUARDO PORRO, M.D.

Senator; Professor of Obstetrics, Universities of Pavia and Milan.
WE announced in our last number the death of Professor
Porro, who, we understand, had been out of health for some
time. As he was born in September, 1842, he did not live to
complete his sixtieth year. He has left behind him a name
intimately associated with an operation-a name which will be
a necessary link in the chain of obstetrical progress.
Eduardo Porro was of an old Milanese family, and received

his medical education in Padua. Before the age of 30 he
taugbt midwifery at Milan for several years; in 1875 he was
made Professor to the Obstetric Clinic of Pavia, holding the
Chair for eight years. When he succeeded to the appointment
which he was destined to adorn in a manner quite unexpected,
ovariotomy had become an established operation. Ob-
stetricians, seeinag how surely yet bolder innovations in
abdominal surgery were approaching, turned their attention
to Caesarean section. They sought to resuscitate the old
conservative operation. It has been successfully revived, with
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