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BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1902.

SUBSCRIPTIONS tO the Association for 1902 became due on

January ist. Members of Branches are requested topay
the same to their respective Secretaries. Members of
the Association not belonging to Branches are requested
to forward their remittances to the General Secretary,
429, Strand, London. Post-office orders should be made
payable at the General Post Office, London.

t3rttiS4 jJe*traI aournaL,
SATURDAY, JULY 19TH, 1902.

THE RELATIVE GENERAL EDUCATION OF THE
PROFESSION.

WE venture to commend the table published at p. I98
to those who think that the existing standard of pre-
liminary general education for medical students is as high
as the present state of secondary education in the country
permits. The table affords much food for reflection, but it
shows in particular two things: (i) That the requirements
in general education for medicine are decidedly lower than
those for other professions with which medicine ought to
be supposed to rank, and that therefore its requirements
are below what is possible in the present state of
secondary education; and (2) that the recommendations
lately made by the Council of the British Medical Associa-
tion are no more than what is wise and moderate under
the circumstances.
Comparing the requirements in general education for

the various professions as a whole, it will be observed that
those for medicine rank most lamentably low. Last year
they ranked exactly with those for veterinary surgery.
This year they just succeed in rising to a slightly higher
level. The Church and the Bar can scarcely be compared
with Medicine since most of their members are graduates
in arts of a university. The naval cadet, who must be
under i51 years of age, is required to have had a better
general education than the medical student; the candidate
for Sandhurst even now must know more, and, when the
recommendations of the Military Education Committee are
adopted, will have to know a great deal more; the intending
civil engineer, architect, and solicitor have to attain to a
higher standard. The veterinary surgeon is not far behind
the doctor, neither is the pharmaceutical chemist. It is
a poor. satisfaction to know that the actuary may be
distinctly worse educated.
To those who complain that the profession of medicine

is not accorded that position in society to which it is
entitled we commend the study of its relative general
education.
Turning to particular defects, the two subjects which

need special mention are English and mnodern languages.
The defect in English is unexampled amongst professions
of equal importance, for history and geography are optional
subjects at least for the army. No one whose knowledge
of English is limited to the requirements for medicine has
a claim to consider himself "a man of education." We

fully agree with the view of the Military Education Com-
mittee that every educated Englishman should be
acquainted with the literature of his own language and
the history of his own race, as well as the general geo-
graphy which such knowledge entails. The defect in
modern languages is an excessive latitude of choice.
French and German are the languages a medical man

ought to know, and, as regards difficulty, it is absurd to
rank Spanish as an alternative to either of them.

It cannot be too strongly insisted on that there is such
a thing as relative general education. No matter what
may be the existing state of secondary education in the
country, so long as society retains anything like its present
form, the relative general education to be exacted of those
who occapy positions of little responsibility must be less
than that to be exacted of those who occupy positions of
great responsibility, and nothing can be more mischievous
than to pretend that what is good enough for the village
grocer or even for the village chemist is sufficient for the
members of a profession in whose hands must perforce rest
the physical well-being of the most extensive empire known
to history.
The matter, in fact, is one which concerns the State quite

as much as or more than it concerns the profession. In
this connexion the words of Sir Thomas Barlow last
November are far too pregnant with wisdom not to be
recalled now; referring to questions affecting the General
Medical Council, he deciared that if medical men " did not
address themselves to these questions and get to the
bottom of them they would be taken out of their hands by
the Government or by the public."

MEDICINE AND MATRIMONY.
In his address on State Medicine delivered at the annual
meeting of the American Medical Association held a few
weeks ago at Saratoga Springs, Dr. J. M. Emmert put for-
ward a comprehensive programme of reform for the phy-
sical betterment of the people of the United States. In
that programme he includes the medical regulation of
marriage. He contends that the State should prohibit the

marriage of blood relations up to the second degree, and
that all of either sex affected with either congenital or ac-

quired specific or infectious disease such as venereal or

pulmonary affections, confirmed drunkards, criminals,
anarchists, and degenerates should be prevented from en-

tering the estate of matrimony. He insists that every
applicant for a marriage licence should present a certificate
from a medical examiner appointed for the purpose, stating
that he is free from any disease that would interfere with
procreation or be injurious to offspring.
This is not the first time that the legislative restriction

of marriage in the interest of the public health has been

before the American Medical Association. It was freely
discussed at the annual meeting of that body in igoo, and
there was a remarkable unanimity of opinion among those

who took part in the discussion in favour of some form of

State regulation of marriage. Before that time the Senate

of the State of North Dakota had taken- the lead in the

direction indicated by pasaing in I899 the Creed Bill, which
provides that licences to marry are to be given only to such

1 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, October 12th, 9go0, p. 1094.
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applicants as present a certificate from a Board of examin-
ing physicians stating that they are free from infectious
venereal disease, epilepsy, hereditary insanity, and tuber-
culosis, and that they are not habitual drunkards. The
Tri-State Medical Society of Tennessee, Alabama, and
Georgia not long ago urged the necessity of legislation
for the regulation of marriage in these States. America
is a pioneer of sociological experiments, and since
then Bills similar in scope have been introduced
into the Legislatures of Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Michigan, Colorado, and several other States. In Europe
a Bill making it necessary for candidates for matrimony
to produce a medical certificate of physical and mental
capacity was introduced some time ago into the Bohemian
Reichsrath on the initiative of the Bohemian Medical Society.
A year or two ago Professor Hegar suggested that the
German Parliament should pass a similar enactment, and
Professor Pinard lately invited the Academie de Medecine
to express an opinion in the same sense. The prohibition
of marriage to sufferers from tuberculosis was urged on
the attention of Governments and statesmen by the
Tuberculosis Congress held at Naples in I899.
All this indicates the beginning of a movement on the

part of the medical profession in different countries to
induce Governments to grapple with what is undoubtedly,
from the sociological point of view, a most important
question. So far little progress has been made.
Statesmen are for the most part profoundly indifferent,
and it is hardly to he expected that the public should
at this stage take the matter seriously. That it is
desirable in the interest of society that the physically and
mentally " unfit" should not beget offspring to whom they
may transmit their deficiencies is, as an academic proposi-
tion, undeniable. But to attempt to secure this desirable
end byforce majeure would be not only tyrannous, but, we
believe, futile. Even if to satisfy the sentiment of scien-
tific reformers, laws for the prevention of the marriage of
the unfit were passed, it is difficult to see how they could
be enforced. You may expel Nature with the fork of the
law-tdmen usque recurret. Love which is stronger than
death will have an easy victory over the law.
The only practical result of the prohibition of marriage

to the diseased and the degenierate would be the increase
of concubinage; the birth-rate of the unfit would not be
appreciably'decreased, and they would have the added
brand of illegitimacy to make the struggle for life harder
to them. What right has society, for no better end than
tne physical perfection of the breed, to inflict on persons
guilty of nothing but a diseased inheritance, a disability
which makes a life overshadowed by ill-health still
gloomier ?
Doubtless we have the right to protect ourselves

and those under our charge against the physical and
often moral wreck that follows marriage with a person
actually diseased or of unhealthy stock. We should gladly
welcome any attempt to deter persons so tainted from
inflicting on unsuspecting victims the terrible injury of a
union with them. But we deprecate grandmotherly legis-
lation for the preservation of the human species as not
only essentially selfish in itself, but as distinctly antisocial
in its tendency and probable results.
After all, even with all the assistance for the survival of

the unfit given by modern sanitary improvement and
humanitarian effort, they cannot escape the doom of
natural extinction for more than a generation or two. If
we are to admit the doctrine that society is justified by
the lIw of self-preservation in purging itself of the unfit,
the simpler plan would be to revert to the barbarism of
ancient peoples, who solved the problem by destroying
them in infancy. This method is at once more effectual
and more humane than condemning them to a life of
isolation from their kind and exclusion from the chief
solace and support against the ills of life to which every
human being born into the world has a natural right. In
the interest of society itself it might not be altogether wise
to drive a large body of unfortunates, who carry in their
very constitution the capacity of infinite mischief, into
active revolt.
The true mission of the medical profession in this matter

is not to promdte legislation which is almost certain to
defeat its own purpose, but to instruct the public in the
dangers, both to the individual and to the community, of
unwholesome marriages. The education of the public
mind in the practical aspects of a question in which all
members not only of the nation and the race, but of the
human family, are directly interested would, although the
process must needs be slow, make laws for the medical
regulation of marriage unnecessary.

THE REMUNERATION OF MEDICAL WITNESSES
IN CRIMINAL COURTS.

WE drew attention a short time ago to statements made at
the recent summer assizes of the county of Suffolk held at
Bury St. Edmunds with regard to the fees paid to medical
witnesses for professional attendance at assizes and quarter
sessions. The police had applied to two or three medical
men in Bungay to examine a child alleged to have been
assaulted, and all had declined to expose themselves to
the liability of being subsequently compelled, for fees
which would be absolutely unremunerative, to attend the
assizes and give protessional evidence in support of the
charge.
Our attention has been drawn to an article published

recently in the Eastern Daily Press of Norwich, which seems
to show that much misapprehension still exists in the
public mind as to the nature of the objection felt by
medical men to be called as professional witnesses in
criminal courts. The writer of the article; though evi-
dently animated by the best possible intentions, scarcely
seems to have grasped the question in its entirety or
he would not have implied that the medical profession
of Suffolk had been " on strike " in reference to this long
standing abuse, nor would he have associated them with
some of the surveyors of the same county, who appear to
be disinclined to work for the public at "the price the
Treasury offers."

It must generally be admitted that when a professional
man's services (medical or other) are required by the pub-
lic in the interests of justice, a fair and reasonable
remuneration for such services should be within his easy
reach. For many years past this has certainly not been
the case, as many medical practitioners who have been
compelled to attend and give evidence at criminal trials
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when they would not voluntarily have taken up the case
for double or e-ven treble the amount they were able to
claim' as (so-called) remuneratiobn have had bitter cause to
know. Many of the cases which ultimately bring a medical
practitioner as a witness into a court of justice are those to
which he is called in an emergency, and which he attends
only on pressure and as an act of humanity, well knowing
that there is little probability of receiving any remunera-
tion for his services thus obtained. This of itself is a form
of tax to which probably the members of no other pro-
fession are subject; but when to this tax another, and a
more serious one still, is so frequently added, it is hardly
reasonable to expect that those who suffer thereby should
display any readiness to comply with the present public
requirements.
One result of this is that most of the more experienced

medical practitioners of England and Wales naturally
endeavour by all legitimate means to keep themslves free
from cases which may in the future necessitate their
attendance in court. As a'necessary consequence, many
important legal cases drift into the hands of the most
junior members of the medical profession, who can have
little or no experience in medico-legal matters, or, worse

still, into the hands of others who have acquired no pro-

fessional istatus, and are anxious to earn a guinea, or

even le8s, whenever the opportunity offers. Under such
circumstances can it be wondered at that medical evidence
given in- courts of law is not always such as we should
wish, and that it is sometimes so faulty that it cannot
materially aid either judge or jury in deciding the case

before them ?

To speak of the present action of the medical men in
Suffolk as being a "strike" is certainly not correct.
The medical profession of England and Wales has
for the last fifty years or more been labouring
under a grievance which is generally acknowledged
-inadequate remuneration for services rendered when
compelled to attend and give evidence in criminal
courts of justice. Instances might be quoted by the
score, fori the injustice is one under which some member
of the profession suffers almost every day, but by a coin-
cidence a correspondent whose letter is published in
another column gives three examples which have recently
fallen to his share. Medical men are as ready as any
other class in the community to do their duty as ordinary
oitizensi but if the State requires their expert knowledge
thAit the ends of justice may not be defeated, it'is surely a

scandal that the State should not only leave them unre-

munerated for their services, but sometimes actually out
of pocket. We have never heard of any " strike " as a con-
sequence of this till the editor of the Eastern Daily Press
thought fit thus to designate the action of the medical
men at Bungay, but we do not hesitate to say that public
interests fre likely to suffer more in the future than' in the
past if a suitable remedy for this defect in legal admini-
stration is not soon applied.
The matter cannot long rest in its present unsatisfac-

tory state, and we hope that as a result of the inquiry
now being held by a departmental Committee of the
'Home, Office, an eqliitable systema of remunerating
medical witnesses called to give evidence in criminal
courts may be devised.

THE KING'S8 .CCQVALESCENCE.
THE King's progress during the past week has been quite
satisfactory; everything has gone on well, and the wound
is closing well from the bottom. His Majesty's general
health is, in fact, all the better for the three weeks' rest
from State cares and social duties; he has slept eight or
nine hours continuously at night, and looks better than
befolre his illness. He went through the business involved
in the change of Premiers without harm, and bore the
journey to his yacht without fatigue. Sir Frederick Treves
and Sir Francis Laking remain in personal attendance for
the present, and the King has also the services of Surgeon
A. R. Bankart, R.N., M.B., B.C Edin., M.V.O., Surgeon to
the Royal yacht Victoria and Al1ert. The two nurses who
have been with the King throughout are also in attendance.
We can give an absolute and emphatic denial to rumours
as to the existence of any constitutional malady, and are
authorized to state that His Majesty has no sign or

suspicion of any malignant disease in any part of the body.

THE OFFICE OF REGISTRAR-GENERAL.
WE are constantly pluming ourselves on the purity of our
administration and thanking God that we are not as other
nations, those wicked Americans, for instance, who in-
vented the spoils system. We do not apply the spoils
doctrine to our civil service, but we allow our political
leaders to follow a plan which is almost as detrimental to
efficiency. It may be described as a kind of "game of
post," played generally to the advantage of a Treasury
clerk or the relative of some influential leader of politics
or fashion. A most glariDg example is afforded by the
series of appointments recently made, which have involved
the vacation and the filling up of the important office of
Registrar-General for England and Wales. Two years
ago Mr. Reginald Macleod of Macleod, the son-in-law of the
first, and brother-in-law of the second Lord Iddesleigh,
who had been "Queen's and Lord Treasurer's Remem-
brancer" in Scotland, was pitchforked into the office of
Registrar-General. When it became iknown a few weeks
ago that Mir. Reginald Macleod of Macleod was about to be
appointed Under-Secretary for Scotland, it was hoped
against hope that the First Lord of the Treasury, in whose
hands the appointment rested, would break away from an
evil tradition, and would appoint to the office a person
trained in the study of vital statistics. These hopes have
been altogether disappointed. We scarcely like to use the
word "job" in connexionwith a statesman so justly respected
as Mr. Balfour, but the facts as they Etand look very much
as though he had been made the instrument for carrying
out a little family arrangement to which harsher critics
might apply the stronger term. Mr. Reginald Macleod of
Macleod has been made Under-Secretary for Scotland; Mr.
Dunbar, AssistantUnder-Secretary for Scotland, and brother
and heir to Sir Uthred Dunbar, Bart., of Mocbrum, has
been made Registrar-General of England and Wales, and
Mr. James M. Dodds, Senior Clerk in the Secretary for
Scotland's Offlce, has been appointed Assistant Under-
Secretary for Scotland in the place of Mr. Dunbar. So far
as we are aware there is no pretence that Mr. Dunbar has
any special knowledge, or any knowledge at all, of the
science of vital statistics or of the duties of Registrar-
General. It will be said, perhaps, that the work of the
General Register Office is perfectly organized, and will be
carried on according to established usage by the other
officers, but in the first place the men who do the work
should have the pay and the honour given for doing it; and
in the second place many improvements in our system of
collecting and analysing the vital statisties of the country
will continue from time to time to be needed as the
science of vital statistics advances, and as the demands of
local administrative authorities and of central government
departments increase or change. A Registrar-General who
knows nothing of the business of his office-and a gentle-

JULXY 19, 1902.1 MEM "KING"S CONVALESCENCE.
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man who has been for years an Assistant Under-Secretary
for Scotland cannot be expected to be very well acquainted
with the work of the General Register Office for England
and Wales-is not merely a useless figure-head, but is
inevitably and with the best intentions an actual
obstruction to progress. So much for the direct evil
influence of such appointments on the efficiency of the
public service. But the evil does not end here, for
where men see a highly competent officer, whose work
commands the respect and admiration of men of science
throughout the world, deprived of promotion which he has
abundantly earned, it 7must have a most discouraging in-

fluence not only on those directly concerned, but also on
all engaged in scientific work for the State. If he were
passed over to put some person of proved competence and
known experience into the office, we should have nothing
to say, but when he is passed over to suit the convenience
of official persons who want to find a comfortable berth for
an individual they have shown themselves unwilling to pro-
mote in the Office to which he belongs, we think it time to
protest in the interests of the public service and of public
efficiency. Time was when similar follies were committed
in the navy and army, when a man was given the com-
mand of a frigate because his uncle owned a pocket
borough, or made the colonel of a regiment because his
mother or sister was somebody's Egeria. Nepotism is no

doubt still rife in the military services, but its more bare-
faced display is no longer possible. We believe that the
time will come, and is perhaps not far distant, when the
public conscience will be equally revolted by such a shuffle
as has now been made between the Scottish Office and the
General Register Office. The saddest part of the whole
story is that it reveals in high nolitical quarters a com-

plete failure to apprehend even the nature of the services
which the efficient collection and analysis of vital statistics
and their application to commercial and social problems
might render to the country.

A MANCHESTER SANATORIUM IN DELAMERE

FOREST.
IT is now generally recognized that a hospital for diseases
of the chest is incomplete without special provision for the
curative treatment of early cases of tuberculosis of the
lungs. The length of time that is required for successful
treatment in these cases, and the necessity for pure air,
render it essential that for the consumption hospitals in
our large towns a branch inetitution should be established
in the country. Two of our London hospitals for diseases
of the chest have been enabled to provide such country
branches, and other large towns have established sanatoria
in favourable situations. The generosity of Mr. W. J.
Crossley has provided the Manchester and Salford Hospital
for Consumption with a branch for the open-air treatment
in the heart of the Delamere Forest. Mr. Crossley is spending

£70,000 in building and equipping this sanatorium, but the
£3,000 or£4,000 a year which will be necessary for its main-
tenance must be provided by donations and subscriptions.
The Delamere hospital is being erected on Birch Hill,
about 420 feet above sea level and about half a mile from, the
Liverpool Sanatorium erected last year. The architect, Mr.
W. Cecil Hardisty, has designed a handsome three-storied
building with a frontage of ioo yards facing south. There
will be accommodation for 8o patients in rooms which will
all face south and open into a long corridor occupying the
north side of the building. The dining room, chapel,
kitchen, etc., are placed in rear of the main block from
which they are separated by a corridor. The window
space of the wards is large, and the terrace and balconies
will allow of the patients' beds being placed outside when
desired. Shelters in the grounds can also be utilized. The
building will be warmed with hot water, and lighted by
electricity. Electric fans will be used to exhaust the air
on warm nights, and electric lifts will be provided for

feeble patients. The nurses and servants will occupy a
building about ioo yards from the main block; the resident
medical officer will be accommodated on the ground floor
of the main building. With the exception that there is a
third story, the general plan and arrangement of the
building agrees with what is now generally considered
most suitable for sanatoria for the treatment of con-
sumptives.

TWO REMARKABLE MEDICAL WOMEN.
MADAME RoSALION-SOCHALSKAIA,who died lately at Poltawa,
in Russia, was a somewhat remarkable type of the medical
woman. Having won a considerable reputation in the
literary world as a writer of children's books and as a

translator, she began the study of medicine at the age of
54, at the same time as her daughter. After finishing her
medical studies she practised her profession with success
while continuing to write for the press. She was physician
to a high school for girls at Poltawa, and teacher of massage
in the Upper School of Feldschers, or trained surgical
assistant%. The Lyon Medical gives some particulars as to
another Russian lady who also began the study of medicine
when she was over 5o. She had cherished the desire to
study it ever since she had lost a child from diphtheria.
She wished to devote herself specially to research on that

disease with the object of finding a remedy. Hardly, how-
ever, had she fini8hed her studies when Behring's discovery
of the diphtheria antitoxin was announced. We gather
that the lady, being satisfied that the object of her pro-
posed research had been anticipated, gave herself to the
work of general practice.

THE CINDERELLA OF THE CIVIL SERVICE.
OWING to the death of Dr. Thomson, for many years
medical officer, a vacancy for a medical officer in the
Anahilt Dispensary District of the Lisburn Union (Ireland)
has occurred. The area of the district is I2,847 acres,
the population 4,627. Of tickets for attendance at
the dispensary some 70 to 8o are issued annually, and
about the same number of visiting tickets. For his services
Dr. Thomson was paid £Ioo per annum, and an average of
£io a year for vaccination fees, being the same salary as
that paid to the other dispensary medical officers of
Lisburn Union, though some of them have larger districts
both in area and population. When the guardians met
to consider what salary should be offered to Dr. Thom-
son's successor, they decided to advertise for a " properly
qualified medical gentleman" at £75 a year, less £20
the rent of the doctor's residence. There is no use

shutting our eyes to the fact that there must be a
large class of medical practitioners in Ireland who are
satisfied with the terms offered by guardians, and, so far,
all efforts to change their views have been futile.
The action of the Lisburn guardians should, we think,
induce those interested to pause and consider whether
their well-meant efforts to check the supply of candidates
for these Poor-law appointments are not likely to play into
the hands of the employers by showing them the naked-
ness of the land, the want of ambition and of esprit de corps
in a section of the profession. We are not aware that the
agitation for increased salaries has so far compelled any
Board of Guardians in Ireland to increase the salaries
offered except in one or two isolated districts of the West,
where there is no private practice and yet where a salary
of io50 a year has been sufficient to obtain candidates-
and one can hardly blame Irish guardians for taking
advantage of the glut in the market, as they are only acting
in the same way as Poor-law Boards and club committees
all over the three kingdoms. The Poor Law in all its

branches is the Cinderella of the Civil Service. Till the
fairy godmother-competitive examination-comes, we

fancy Cinderella will have to grub in the- ashes for the
crust she eats.
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THE MATCHBOX AS A HYGIENIC EDUCATOR.
ACCORDING to the New York Medical News a novel method
of disseminating antituberculous literature has been re-
sorted to in the Argentine Republic. A manufacturer of
matches has sent out 3,5oo,oo0 boxes of matches bearing
printed instructions against the propagation of tubercu-
losis, together with portraits of physicians who have made
a special study of the disease. The portraits are objection-
able and quite unnecessary for the purposes of the propa-
ganda. But the idea of popularizing the teachings of science
in regard to the prevention of disease seems to us
thoroughly practicable. It was suggested some time ago
*by Professor Folet of Lille that all the resources of pub-
licity so abundantly open to the advertiser might be
utilized for the education of the public as to the dangers of
alcoholism. Large funds would be required to carry this
plan into effect. But the idea of the "moral pockethand-
kerchief," though denounced by Mr. Weller, Senior, is
,capable of indefnite extension if applied to the diffusion
of sanitary knowledge. A vast amount of good might be
done if manufacturers of articles in common use were to
-imitate the example of the Argentine matchmaker.

'SLANDER ACTION AGAINST A MEDICAL OFFICER.
THE case of Gibbon v. Nice, a report of which will be found
in another column, affords an example of the annoyances
-to which a medical officer of health is sometimes com-
pelled to submit. During the recent small-pox scare, the
authorities at Bury thought it wise to take certain steps to
prevent the spread of infection. Amongst other things
they decided to prevent unvaecinated children attending
the voluntary schools. This measure was resorted to with
the consent of the Board of Education, and by the advice
;and consent of Dr. Gibbon, medical officer of health for the
borough. It created some excitement in the district, and
a discussion at a meeting of the Town Council. But one
of the town councillors, not content with airing his views
in the Council Chamber, is alleged to have stated openly
in a public place that "it (meaning the vaccination move-
iment) was a got-up job on the part of the plaintiff and his
partner to putmoney into their pockets forvaccination fees."
The plaintiff having very properly brought an action for
slander, received the sum of one farthing by way of
damages from a special jury at Bury! It is impossible for
any fair-minded man to glance at the report of the proceed-
ings without coming to the conclusion that there has been
*something very like a miscarriage of justice. The jury
who heard the case were unable to resist the conclusion
that the defendant had uttered the words in question,
and the defence was that they had not been uttered.
Having regard to the admirable summing-up of the learned
judge, it seems probable that in awarding contemptible
damages the jury were actuated by motives not strictly
germane to the case as it was presented in court. The
principle of law which provides for a local venue appears
to have worked harshly in this case. We trust that the
1plaintiffs advisers may find some means of putting the
matter right.

CANCER INVESTIGATION IN GERMANY.
A SUPPLEMENT to the Klinisches Jahrbuch, i902, gives the
,report of the German Committee for the collective investi-
.gation of cancer; 55 per cent. of all regular practitioners
have supplied materials to the Committee for statistical
-study, and the report deals with the subject almost entirely
from this standpoint. Professor C. Hirschberg has under-
taken the analysis and tabulation of the large mass of
details collected. The distribution of the disease in both
sexes in different districts is first considered, and a table
is given which shows graphically the varying prevalence of
the disease. This appears to depend directly on the average
4uration of life in the different districts. Up to the age of
56o female cases preponderate; in the sixth decennial period

the sexes provide about an equal number, while in the
seventh the female sex again gives the higher number, but
to only a slight extent. With regard to the locality of the
disease, in men cancer of the stomach stands first with
413 per mille; in women uterine cancer is first with 270
per mille, followed by breast cancer with 243. With regard
to the question of marriage, amongst the older subjects the
unmarried are the more numerous, whilst the opposite con-
dition obtains in theyounger cases. Thetables do not support
some of the commonly held opinions as regards predilec-
tion for certain trades and occupations; workers in chem-
ical factories and chimney-sweeps, for instance, are not
shown to contract the disease specially frequently. Dif-
ferent types of cancer do, however, seem to preponderate
among different classes. Those engaged in agricultural
pursuits provide cases of skin cancer in number much
above the average, and the timber trade gives a propor-
tionately high number of cases of cancer of glands and
glandular organs. Cancer of the urinary organs is
specially common among the well-to-do. The difficult
question of heredity, transmission, and predisposition is
also dealt with. In only 17 per cent. was a probability
traceable of some hereditary taint; infection was sus-
pected in 435 cases, chiefly amongst the married and
amongst attendants on patients suffering from the disease.
Behla's opinion as to the preponderance of the disease in
houses with damp foundations and cellars is confirmed;
the apparent importance of alcohol, tobacco, syphilis, in-
juries, and abortion is shown in tabular form, and it would
seem that acid wines and cider give rise to a predisposition
to gastric cancer. The use of chemical manures seems to
predispose the inhabitants of the district to cancer of the
stomach. These questions of predisposition are, of course,
not capable of being treated in any exact way, aud at the
most they are only suggestions.

VOLCANIC DUST FROM BARBADOES.
WE have received from Dr. E. Howard Bannister, the
Hon. Secretary of the Barbadoes BraDch of the British
Medical Association, a specimen of the volcanic dust
of which it is estimated that at least two million tons
fell on Barbadoes on May 7th, I902. The powder is of a
rather light, dull, slaty-grey, with a few glistening points;
it is harsh to the touch and easily blown away. The pow-
der is believed to have been derived from the eruption of
the Souffriere volcano in St. Vincent on May 6th. The
Governor of Barbadoes recently transmitted to the Colonial
Office the results of a mineralogical examination made in
the Government Laboratory, Barbadoes, by Dr. Longfield
Smith. The diameter of the particles varied from 5 mm.
to O.0I mm. and less. Rather more than two-thirds of the
suspended particles varied in size from 0.2 to O.I mm., and
these consisted almost entirely of mineral crystals, lime-
soda felspars, and a ferro-magnesian mineral, with a quan-
tity of magnetite, some sanidine (a clear, glassy variety of
potash felspar), a few splinters of quartz, and a very few
crystals of a dark blue doubly-refracting mineral not yet
determined. The larger particles, which constituted a
little over io per cent. of the whole, are composed of vol-
canic glass and crystals of felspar, with some brown flakes,
probably of ferric oxide. The volcanic glass contains in-
cluded gas, and the gas-inclusions are in many instances so
numerous as to render the particles quite opaque. Dr. Long-
field Smith reports that a comparison of this volcanic dust
with a sample, obtained from thelaboratorymuseum,of that
which fell in 1812 shows astriking difference between the two.
The dust of i812 is composed of much finer particles, con-
sisting almost wholly of volcanic glass; the difference, he
says, points to the eruption of 1902 being of a much more
violent nature than that of I812. It is, he states, very rare
to find so many mineral particles in volcanic dust scattered
so far from the seat of eruption, since they are generally
sifted by the wind from the lighter particles of glass. The

I

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.2.2168.199 on 19 July 1902. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/


204 TuT BDTI 124 MI9DICAL JOURZIA'L [JULYl19,

fact' that particles over o. i mm. in diameter of magnetite, a'
mineral of specific gravity from 5.5 to 6.5, should be found
in the dust more than ninety miles from the seat of explo-
sion is, he observes, significant of the prodigious height to
which the particles must have been ejected. We are also
indebted to Lieutenant-Colonel J. J. Lamprey, R.A.M.C.,
for another specimen of this dust. From a telegram re-
ceived in, Paris on July ioth from Fort de France it appears
that another eruption of Mont Pelee in the island of Mar-
tinique, occurred on July gth, and at one time it was feared
that Dr. Tempest Anderson and Dr. Flett, the members of
the Royal Society's Commission might have been injured,
but from a Laffan's telegram it4ippears that these gentle-
men were on board a sloop lying off St. Pierre when the
eruption took place, and that they returned to Fort de
France safely.

'THE VITALITY OF HUMAN SKIN.
IN a communication read before the Royal Society recently
Dr. Waller recorded some interesting observations on the
electrical phenomena of human skin. His researches,
which follow on the lines of the experiments he has pre-
viously recorded upon the electric currents in the skin of
the frog and the skin of the cat, show that excised human
skin retains its vitality for a very considerable period.
"Healthy skin' from the operating theatre," he finds,
"tested wvithin 48 hours after operation, has always mani-'
fested indubitable signs of life," meaning by " indubitable"
a reaction greater than o.oo5 volt to strong induction
shocko. This condition is contrasted with that of moribund
skin and skin obtained from the necropsy room from sub-
jects that have died gradually, where similar reactions are
not obtainable. But 48 hours is very far from being the
maximum period during which vitality persists. Much to
his own surprise and notwithstanding every possible pre-
caution against fallacy, Dr. Waller finds that "on a
healthy skin I have obtained what I take to be
signs of life as long as Io days after excision, and this
did not appear to be a longest possible period."
As confirmatory of his results he quotes pathological
observations on surgical skin transplantation which show
that it may survive, especially in a semi-desiccated state
and under antiseptic protection, when preserved for 7, I4,
and even 2I days before being grafted. He might have
mentioned a still more remarkable instance which has
been recorded of skin parings, preserved for 6 months in
sterile ascitic fluid, from which 22 transplantations were
made with i6 successful results. In connexion with these
very interesting experiments upon skin currents we may
remind our readers that Dr. Waller has recently shown
that electrical reactions afford evidence of vitality not only
in animal tissues but also in plants. Before the Physio-
-logical Society last winter he gave a beautiful demonstra-
tion of the susceptibility to electrical reactions of a bean-
stalk. He then proceeded to kill a portion of the stalk by,
electrocution, and showed that after death the electrical
reactions were no longer forthcoming.

THE REGENT'S CANAL.
THE London County Council had before it on July 8th a
xeport from the Public Health Committee on the condition
of the Regent's Canal. The advent of hot weather has
reminded those who reside upon the banks of this
sluggish waterway of the abominable nuisance which arose
from its Stygian waters in July, i9oo, and the Council is'
doubtless wise in urglng the Canal Company to scavenge
its surface and flush its banks and bed. The diversion of.
the sewage from the Zoological Gardens and other premises,
effected some ten years ago, into a proper sewer, in lieu of'
its discharge into the canal, was a valuable reform, but the
manner in which the company stints the supply of water
from the higher to the lower reaches, and even (it is
alleged) sometimes pumps back the water of the lower,

locks to do duty over again, involves considerable risk-
Moreover, in the dead ends of Cumberland Basin and
Wenlock Basin silt accumulates, animal careasses are
frequently to be seen, and the odour arising from these
lay-byes is sometimes very unsavoury. We trust the Canal
Company will promptly carry out the suggestions of the
County Council before a recurrence of the nuisance of the
summer of i9oo is upon us.

GUY'S HOSPITAL.
THE biennial festival dinner took place on July ist, at the
Whitehall Rooms of the Hotel Metropole. Dr. A. L.
Galabin was in the chair, and "about 225 past and present
students or visitors were present. The Chairman proposedc
the usual loyal toasts, and "Prosperity to Guy's Hospital
and its Medical Staff." Alluding to the great alterations.
now being made in the wards, he said that in Queen Vic-
toria Ward, to which his cases were admitted, the renova-
tions were immediately followed by better results. The
new library, which owed its 'existence to the liberality of
Sir 'F. Wills, would be in working order'in 'about six
months' time. Mr. Bonsor, in replying, sai'd'that'th'e" hos-
pital was poor, and he begged all present to show their
loyalty by endeavouring to make it the "very best institu-
tion of its kind in the kingdom. The toast of "The
Imperial Forces," given by Sir Cameron Gull, Bart., was.
acknowledged by Surgeon-General W. B. Beatson. Dr.
Frederick Taylor proposed "The Consulting Staff," amongst
whom were Sir S. Wilks, Bart.; Drs. Pavy, Pye-Smith, and
Goodhart; Messrs. Birkett and Bryant, Dr. Oldham, and
Sir H. G. Howse. Sir S. Wilks, in reply, after referring in
feeling terms to the 'death of Dr. Washbourn', stated'
that'Dr. Addison, as far back as I836, wrotb one of the best
papers on perityphlitis ever penned, to which nothing very
important had since been added. Mr. Bryant and Sir H.
G. Howse also responded. Mr. Golding-Bird, in a humor-
ous speech, proposed the toast of "The Chairman. Dr.
Galabin, in response, said that he had been connected with
the obstetric department of the hospital for nearly thirty
years, and it was scarcely possible that the developments.
in that department during an equal number of future
years could equal the developments *hich he had wit-
nessed during his term of office. In the course' of 'the
evening the company sang "Auld Lang Syne," and just
before separating called upon Dr. G. Newton Pitt, the
Honorary Secretary, to' acknowledge their thankls for his
successful organization of the festival.

LADY FLORENCE DIXIE'S GOSPEL OF HEALTH.
WE have been favoured with a copy of the Agnostic JournaT,
in which our attention is specially called to an extract
from a work by Lady Florence Dixie entitled The Trite
Science of Living, of which we freely admit we had never
before heard. Lady Florence teaches that there' are few'
diseases which cannot be cured by abstinence from food.
This doctrine is based on a pathological generalization'
which has at least the merit of simplicity. "All diseases;'"
we are enjoined to believe, "arise, in the first instance,
from the consumption of food in excess of the supply of
gastric juice." " The true science of living,'" Lady Florence
goes on to say, "the real gospel of health, consists of
eating only when really hungry and ceasing to eat whenk
hunger ceases." Most people probably cease to eat when
hunger ceases; but if the injunction that we are to eat only
when really hungry were to be interpreted in a strictly
literal sense very many people would suffer impairment of
working'efficiency and actual loss of health, and not a few
would die of inanition3. We agree with Lady Florence that
food should be pure and wholesome; that is a truism.
But it is neither a truism nor a truth that " there is no
human stomach under heaven that can digest more" than
one or, at the utmost, two meals a day. It depends,
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entirely on the amount eaten at a meal. "None but the
truly hungry," says her ladyship rapturously, "know the
delights of eating." We venture to remind her of the
maxim that so pleased Harpagon: Ilfaut mangerpour vivre
et non pas v-vre pour manger. The doctrine that one should
fast in order to experience the delights of eating is rather
an encouragemont of the higher sensuality-than a hygienic
precept; it reminds one of Keats who .scorched his throat
with cayenne pepper that he might more fully enjoy a
draught of iced wine. "A sick stomach," Lady Florence
goes on to say,, "needs no food; it needs rest."
But it is not always the stomach that is sick;
and if Lady Florence Dixie had much actual expe-
rience of sick people she would speedily be convinced
that the plan of treatment which she preaches as a panacea
is more murderous than Sangrado's bleeding and hot
water. The abstinence method is no new thing. Our
forefathers killed innumerable people by it under the
name of dilte, loweriIng treatment, etc. It was with reason
-that Graves wished to have inscribed on his tombstone
"'He fed fevers." Lady Florence Dixie concludes with a
story which is interesting from more than one point of
view. After the enunciation of the dogma that a sick
stomach needs rest, she goes on: "Preach this gospel,
Sir Andras," quoth I once to a learned physician, who was
manipulating, drugs. "I would, Lady Florence, only I
bave my living to make, and if my patients followed it
there would be no sick left, and there would be nothing
for me but the workhouse." Passing over the phrase
"manipulating drugs" as probably meaning that the
learned physician prescribed them, we should be inter-
.ested to know more about "Sir Andras." The name given
by Lady Florence Dixie to the learned physician to whom
she says she preached her simple gospel appears to be in-
tended to suggest Sir Andrew Clark. She must, however,
know that he did preach a somewhat similar gospel,
though in a saner and more scientific form. Indeed his
insistence on the strict regulation of diet gained for him
the name of "The Starving Doctor." It is ridiculous to
suppose that either he Qr any other physician of any
standing uttered such nonsense as "Sir Andras"is repre-
sented to have spoken. Abernethy used to tell his overfed
patients to live on sixpence a day and earn it, without any
fear of the workhouse, Lady Florence Dixie, as would
-appearfrom some other writings of hers, has a great dis-
like fe-dogm& May we venture to suggest that she would
do well to refrain from erecting gratuitous assumptions as
to mattdrs of which she is profoundly ignorant into dogmas
which &he callg on the whole world to accept on her word
and that of Dr. Dewey ?.

THE PASTEUR INSTITUTE OF INDIA.
THE Pasteur ]pstitute of India at Kasauili is .the first of
its kinA which has been established in t1le Briti$h Empire.
The Director i8 Major D. Temple, M D D.P.H., R.A.M.C.
It was opened on August 5th, I900, an4 321 persons had
undergone .antirabic treatment during the year ending
August 9th, I901. Among these 3 deaths occurred, the
first symptoms of hydrophobia appearing more than
fifteen days after completion of the treatment. Seven
other deaths occurred during treatment or within fifteen
days of the completion. These, for reasons fully exs
plained, cannot be counted as failures. Of the patients
treated, 96 were British and 25 native soldiers, 5o Euro-
peans and I5o native civilians. The biteswere inflicted by
dogs in 282 cases, jackals in 27, wolves in 6, foxes in 3, and
horses, mules, and cats in i case each. Major Temple
fully and clearly explains the rationale and technique of
treatmeet, the method-of obtaining a fixed virus, peculiar-
ities affecting the treatment of natives, the,period of treat-
mnent and accommodation, and the method of sending
inaterial for diagnostic purposes. He alsogives an account
of other bacteriological work done in the institutej, sup-

plies some information regarding the building,and,arrange-
ments, and indicates in what manner the operations.of the
institution might be developed and extended for general.
education and help in bacteriology. The- report gives .evi-
dence of sound and successful work, and opens a new era
of scientific research and aid in India.

MEDICAL EXCURSIONS IN FRANCE.
THE annual excursion of medical men to the watering
places, health resorts, and sanatoria of France will this
year be made to the health resorts of the Vosges and the
East. The starting point will be Vittel, and from Vittel
the expedition will proceed to Besanqon, visiting, besides
these two places, Mandres, Contrexeville, Martigny,
Bourbonne-les-Bains, Luxueil, Plombieres, Ggrardmer,
La- Schluct, Bussang, Le Ballon d'Alsace, and Salins.
Lectures at each place will be given by Dr. Landouzy, who
is the scientific director of the excursions. The subscrip-
tion, which includes everything, is 200 francs (/8) for each
person; it must be paid on or before August 25th. A
reduction of 50 per cent. on ordinary fares is granted by-
the railway companies to members of the excur'sion going
to Vittel and returning from Besanqom. This applies to
foreigners while on French territory. The excursion will
start on September 8th and end on September i6th. For
full particulars application should be made to Dr. Caron
de la Carriere, 2, Rue Lincoln, Paris.

MEDICINE MEN AS SCAPEGOATS.
SOME Indian tribes in America have an uncomfortable
cuslom, when they are visited by an epidemic, of offering
up a medicine man as a propitiatory sacrifice for the expia-
tion of the sins of his tribe which are held accountable for
the outbreak. In accordance with this custom, "Padre," a
"big medicine man " of the Yuma Indians, who live on a
reservation near Yuma, Arizona, was recently offered as a
sacrifice on the occasion of an epidemic of small-pox. The
"medicine man," divining the Indians' intention, fled
to the mountains, but wandered back to the Indian village
in a half-starved condition, and pleaded for mercy. He was-

promptly bound and conveyed by a delegation of Indians to'
Mexico, where he was tied to a tree and tortured, death
ensuing after several hours of suffering. *We have among
us fanatics whose views as to the etiology of small-pox are,
even more absurd than those of the untutored Indians of
Arizona, and who, if we may judge from the truculence of
their invectives against the medical profession, would not
be sorry to have the opportunity of treating the doctors as
scapegoats in times of epidemic.

THE ANTIMALARIA CAMPAIGN IN ITALY.
THE King of Italy has given IO,ooO lire to the Italian Red
Cross Society in aid of the campaign against malaria in
the Campagna this season. Thanks to this and other gifts
from benevolent persons and to the support of provincial
and communal authorities this Society is now in a position'
to carry on the campaign vigorously all though the season,
which lasts till November. Professor Postempski will, as
formerly, act as director of the medical service organize
under the auspices of the Society.

AT the meeting of the Senate of the University of London
on July i6th the outlines of a scheme for the incorporation
of University College in the University were approved.

MR. ALEXANDER G. R. FOULERTON, F.R.C.S., Director of
the Cancer Research Laboratories, -Middlesex Hospital,
has been appointed a member of the German Cancer
Investigation Committee (Comitg fur Krebaforchung).
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WE have received the Minutes of the General Medical
Council, vol. Xxix, containing the records of the seventy-
third session (February 25th-26th, I902) and the seventy-
fourth session (May 27th-June 3rd, I902). The appendices
include the report of the Special Committee on Carriculum,
of the Financial Relations Committee, and of the Examina-
tion Committee.

THE opening lecture of the Winter session of the Post-
Graduate College, West London Hospital, Hammersmith,
will be given by Professor Erb on October 8th. The subject
of the address will be Syphilis of the Spinal Cord. Any
member of the medical profession desiring to be present
should make application to the Dean, Mr. L. A. Bidwell,
F.R.C.S.
DR. ROBERTS THOMSON and Mr. Andrew Clark, whose

terms of office as President of the Council and Treasurer
of the British Medical Association respectively will
terminate at the next annual meeting, were entertained
at dinner by a number of members of the Council of the
Association on July 8th. The chair was taken by Dr.
Ferguson, the President of the Association, and among
those present was Mr. Whitehead, President-elect.

MEDICAL NOTES IN PARLIAMENT.
[FROM OUR LOBBY CORRESPONDENT.]

The Removal of Bodles for Inquests.-On Thursday in
last week Mr. John Hutton called the attention of the Home
Secretary to a case in which the body of a man who lost his
life in a quarry accident was forbidcen to be taken home, a
short distance away, by the coroner on account of the county
boundary intervening, and was kept in the weigh-house at the
quarry. The Home Secretary, in reply, said that he had con-
sidered the case, and that he was advised that, it being
undoubtedly an offence to remove a body for the purpose of
preventing an inquest, the coroner had a discretion to prevent
any dealing with a body which might have that result. It
was the duty of constables and all other persons to prevent
the commission of any such offence and to assist the coroner.
At the same time it was clear that that discretion ought to be
exercised with great care, and he felt bound to say that he
deprecated the laying down of any hard-and-fast rule such as
must inevitably, in circumstances such as those of the case
in question, cause pain and distress to the relatives, which
might be avoided by some arrangement. He had no juris-
diction to inquire into the action of the coroner in this case.

Ambulances and the Metropolitan Asylums Board.-Sir
Seymour King asked the President of the Local Government
Board last week whether he had had under consideration re-
commendations of the Ambulance Committee of the Metro-
politan Asylums Board urging the establishment of additional
stations and shelters, and of land transport service for small-
pox patients, the latter to be used as an alternative to river
transport; whether any estimate of the cost had been sub-
mitted, and whether, having regard to all the circumstances,
the Local Government Board would abstain from sanctioning
these proposals until the Councils of the Metropolitan
Boroughs had been consulted. Mr. Long, in reply, said that
he had seen the reports of the Ambulance Committee of the
Metropolitan Asylum District bearing on these matters, but
no proposals had been submitted to him by the managers.
As he understood no definite decision had been arrived at by
them. In the event of any application being made he should
not fail to give careful consideration to all the interests in-
volved, but until the proposals were before him he could not
say what course he should adopt.

Glanders In the Metropolis.-Dr. Farquharson asked the
President of the Board of Agriculture whether his attention
had been drawn to the continued prevalence of glanders in the
metropolis, and whether he had received any evidence to
show that the source of the disease was the public drinking

trough, and, if so, whether he would consider the advisability
of closing these troughs. Mr. Hanbury said, in reply, that
the evidence before him hardly bore out the statements in the
queation, but that taps had been fixed to the water supply so
that water could be drawn into their own buckets by drivera
for their horses. _

Statistios of Enteric Fever During the War.-On Friday last
week Sir Walter Foster asked the Secretary of State for War
whether he could state the total number of deaths from
enteric fever amoDgst the troops in South Africa from
October I ith, I899, to October ioth, I9oo, the first year of the
war; from October i ith, I900, to October ioth, I9OI, the
second year of the war; and from October i ith, I901, to May
31st, I902, when the war ended; and what had been the
mortality from enteric per I,ooo mean strength during these
periods. Mr. Brodrick, in answer, said that the statistics
were as follows:

Date. Deaths. Rate per x,ooo.

October I3th, I899, to October 12th, I900.... 3,774 20.97

October 13th, I900, to October xith, J9OI ... 2,56I 1o.63.

October I2th, 1901, to May 3oth, 1902 ... .I,656 6.84

The London Water Bill.-This Bill entered its Committee
stage in the Commons on Friday, July iith, and was met
with strong protests against the consideration of the Bill
before the evidence of the proceedings of the Joint Committee
had been studied by members. It will be remembered that
the Joint Committee of Lords and Commons at one time Te-
duced the proposed Water Board thirty odd members, and,
afterwards by the casting vote of the Chairman sent the Bill
back with a Board of 73. During the debate, the importance'
of the Bill as a measure of public health was pointed out, and
it was argued that there should be some delay to consider
the reasons on which so large and cumbrous an authority was.
created for a purpose which in the interests of health required
above all rapid and efficient action. The Committee decided
to go on with the consideration of Clause i, but little progress.
was made. ,

The Midwives Bill.-On Friday in last week this Bill passed
its third reading in the House of Lords with some amend-
ments additional to those made in the Committee which were-
made on the report stage of the Bill. The most important of
these was an alteration of Subsection 2 of the first clause by the
addition of words enacting that no woman should habitually
and for gain attend women in childbirth " otherwise than
under the direction of a qualified medical practitioner,"'
unless she was certified under the Act, and also enabling a.
woman rendering assistance in case of emergency to escape
the penalty contained in this clause. These words will protect
women acting as monthly nurses. There was also a small
addition made in the seventh subsection of Clause 8 with
reference to notice of the effect of the Act being given to.
persons at present using the title of midwife; this was modi-
fied by the addition of the words " as far as practicable" in
connexion with the notice. The Bill was received in the-
Commons on Monday in its amended form, and will be con-
sidered on some convenient day, possibly after midnight,
when, unless any opposition manifests itself, the amendments.
introduced in the Upper House will be agreed to without.
debate. The members in the Commons who were responsible
for the compromise on which the Bill passed through that
Chamber are understood to be generally satisfied with the Bill
as it now comes down from the Lords.

The Army Medloal Vote.-Since Mr. Balfour in answer to
Sir John Tuke declared his inability to fix any day for the
discussion of the vote for the Army Medical Department and'
the new Warrant, negotiations have been opened with the
Government by some medical members with the object of
obtaining a day for the discussion of these important sub-
jects, but, so far, no day has been obtained, and Mr. Balfour.
is understood to be indisposed to give any facilities.
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