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Medical Council, but only to submit the rules to it. Lord
Camperdown sharply criticized the provision, and after
several speeches, on a suggestion of Lord Balfour, the words
were modified by leaving out the direction to submit the rules,
and retaining the words requiring the Privy Council to take
into consideration any representations made respecting the
{rules by the General Medical Council. The Marquis of Ripon
protested, on Clause 4, against the power given to the Mid-
wives Board to recover certain sums from county and borough
councils, but the clause was passed, and, on the motion of the
Duke of Northumberland, a redrafted Clause 5 was adopted.
An amendment to Clause 6, requiring the assent of the Privy
Council to the appointment of a Secretary and other officers
by the Midwives Board, was accepted. Clause 8 was amended
by making it the duty of the local supervising authority to
suspend a midwife from practice "in order to prevent the
spread of infection." The other clauses were agreed to up to
14, which was amended by giving the right of appeal to the
High Court to a midwife struck off the roll. The Bill then
passed through Committeeand was reported to the House. The
Standing Committee of the House of Lords considered the Bill
on Tuesday; it passed this stage without any material altera-
tions, and notice of the report stage was given for Thursday.
The Barrack Schools at Hanwell.-Sir Walter Foster on

Tuesday last asked the President of the Local Government
Board if his attention had been called to a medical report
issued in February last in which it was shown that 520 out of
t ,ooo children in the barrack schools at Hanwell could not
pass the whisper test for hearing, that 335 were or had been
the subjects of discharge from one or both ears; that 88 were
suffering from chronic suppuration, and 431 had adenoids,
and what steps had been taken to improve the condition of
these children. Mr, Long, in reply, said that he had seen the
report referred to from which it appeared that the results of
the examination of i,ooo children at the Hanwell Schools
were as stated in the question. The examination was made
by Mr. Cheatle by request of the managers of the schools. He
was informed that the children suffering from adenoids were
now receiving surgical treatment, and that a Committee of
the managers, after consultation with Mr. Cheatle, were con-
sidering the best means of dealing with cases of diseases of
the ears. It might be mentioned that a similar examination
which was made by Dr. Willcocks in I898 revealed a large
proportion of adenoid disease. As a result of that investiga-
tion 107 children from the schools were successfully treated
for adenoids at St. Bartholomew's Hospital between October,
I898, and January, 190I. In his report Dr. Willcocks stated
that the school life and the surroundings of the children
could not be held responsible in any sense for adenoid
troubles, the disease being prevalent among children in all
classes of society. A similar opinion had been expressed by
Mr. (Cheatle and other medical men interested in the matter.

Poor-law Medical Officers In Scotland.-Mr. (Cathcart
Wason this week again brought the position of the Poor-law
medical officers in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland
under the notice of the Lord Advocate. and pressed for legis-
lation to place them in as good a position as similar officers
in England and Ireland. The Lord Advocate, in reply, said
that the Secretary for Scotland was not at present prepared
to legislate in the direction suggested by the hon. member.

The Army Medical Vote.-Sir John Take asked the First
Lord of the Treasury on Tuesday last when he proposed to
give the House an opportunity of discussing Vote 2 for the
Medical Establishment. Mr. Balfour, in reply, said the vote
for the salary of the Secretary of State must be taken first,
and he could make no promise for a special day, but that he
hoped some opportunity would occur.

The Lloensing Bill finished its report stage in the House of
Commons on July 4th, and was read a third time amid
-cheers. In the course of the afternoon's discussion Lord
Edmund Fitzmaurice raised the question of holding coroner's
inquests on licensed premises, and moved an amendment to
provide that no inquest should be held on such premises
'where other premises had been provided for the purpose.
The object was to induce backward county councils to make

arrangements such as had been made in Yorkshire and
elsewhere by which premises had been made available for
inquests in every place. Where no public hall was available
the use of private houses had been arranged for. After
some discussion Mr. Ritchie accepted the amendment;
but a division was challenged, and the amendment, with a
slight alteration, was carried by iI6 to 56.

Army Veterinary Surgeons.-Captain Norton last week
asked the Secretary of State for War whether it had been
brought to his notice that the Council of the Royal College of
Veterinary Surgeons had determined, unless certain conces-
sions were made in the new Warrant forthe Army Veterinary
Department, to advise their graduates not to enter the army;
and whether in view of the fact that every veterinary medical
society in the United Kingdom had passed similar resolu-
tions, and that for some years the supply of candidates had
been insufficient, hewould give consideration tothe suggestions
of the veterinary societies. Mr. Brodrick, in reply, said he
had received a letter to the effect mentioned from the Royal
College of Veterinary Surgeons, and the President had been
informed that the questions involved were under considera-
tion. He could not promise that the concessions would all
be made. Pressed by Captain Norton as to the question of
army rank as the principal grievance, the Secretary for War
said that consideration had been given to this grievance
before, but it had not been found practicable to give the con-
cession required.

THE MIDWIVES BILL.
COMIMITTEE STAGE IN HOuSE OF LORDS.

THE House of Lords on Friday, July 4th, went into Committee on the
Midwives Bill, the EARL OF MORLEY in the chair.
Upon Clause I (Certification),
The DuKE OF NORTHUMBERLAND moved to leave out Sections (x) and (2)

and insert: "(r) From and after the first day of January one thousand
nine hundred and five, any woman wlho not being certified under this
Act shall take or use the name or title of midwife (either alone or in com-
bination with any cther word or words), or any name, title, addition, or
description iPuplying that she is certified under this Act, or is a person
specially qualified to practise midwifery, or is recognized by law as a mid-
wife, shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five
pounds. (2) From and after the first day of January one thousand nine
hundred and ten, no woman shall habitually and for gain attend women
in childbirth unless she be certified under this Act; any woman so acting
without being certified under this Act shall be liable on summary con-
viction to a fine not exceeding ten pounds, provided this section
shall not apply to legally-qualified medical practitioners, or to any
one called in to render assistance in a case of emergency." The
noble Duke added that these amendments were almost entirely drafting
amendments.
The EARL OF PORTSMOuTH took exception to the words " No woman

shall habitually and for gain attend women in childbirth unless she is
certified under the Act." There were a great many rural parishes and
remote country districts in which it would be nearly impossible for poor
people to obtain readily the services of what might be called a trained
nurse. In some parislhes in which their lordships had property they or
other well-to-do people might, and often did, subscribe for the services of
a resident trained nurse; but there were many other parishes where
there was no resident midwife or trained nurse, and the working classes
found it extremely convenient to have the assistance of handy women
who, although not fully trained or registered, were yet able and willing to
assist upon emergencies, besides doing a good deal that might otherwise
devolve upon a maid-of-all-work. He thought it would be rather hard, by
a no doubt well-intentioned but still excessively vexatious piece
of legislation, to prevent poor women from getting such assistance, and
this would be the practical result of the words to which he objected. It
appeared to him that these words had been inserted not so much for the
benefit of the working (lass as for the benefit of country doctors. Poor
people could not go to the expense of calling in a doctor. It was an open
secret that midwifery was one of the most lucrative branches of practice
that a countrydoctorenjoyed. Hewas afraid thatthe practice of many of
them was not ver- lucrative at any time. He did not himself know
whether all country doctors were themselves particularly expert in such
cases, but it was a fact that in a great many cases poor women in labour
preferred to have the assistance of one of their own sex, even if not a
trained midwife, ratherthan to employ a regular medical man. Were the
trained nurses to becharged on the rates? Many parishes now had such
nurses by voluntary subscription. He hoped the Hiouse would strike
out the restrictive words he had quoted.
Lord CLONBROCK recalled attention to the fact that a trained nurse

who acted under the local doctor's orders was connected with every dis-
pensary district in Ireland for the service of the poor.
The EARL OF JERSEZY observed that some years of grace were allowed

before the proposed penal clause came into operation.
The LORD CHANCELLOR said he had hoped that the Bill would have

been greatly improved so that its passing would have been facilitated, but
it had not. It was a question whether in rural districts the clause would
not affect very much the poorer classes in a very harsh manner and cause
a great deal of suffering. It seemed to. him to be an objection to the
clause that this matter had not been investigated in order to ascertain
what the effect of the proposal would be. The question had not been
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properly threshed out in the other House. The Bill as it was originally
framed provided that no one should assume the character of a midwife
who had not a certificate. No one would object to that. At the last
moment a compulsory clause was inserted penalizing a whole class of
persons without the least inquiiry. In this way the entire character of
the Bill was changed. If the Bill was not to come into operation for eight
years, there would, he thought, be no harm in the delay necessary for in-
quiry. Before committing themselves to the Bill, their lordships ought
to know what the facts were. It appeared to him that this matter -was in
a very great measure a tuestion of fact.
The DUKE OF NOITTHUMBERLAND pointed out two or three fallacies into

which previous speakers had fallen. It was not proposed in this Bill to
insist that all midwives should be trained nurses. A trained nurse re-
quired a more complete education than was proposed for a certified
midwife. There was no question of putting any charge upon the rates.
Although he admitted that there might be some force in what had fallen
from the Lord Chancellor, the miore he (the Duke) looked at this Bill the
more it appeared to him that the provision now under debate
was an essential one. They had been asked what they really
knew about the necessity for such legislation; but that was a
general argument against the whole Bill and would have ap.
plied more suitably to the second reading stage. The Bill had
been before Parliament for a great number of years and it was well
known that great harm was done in the country by untrained midwives;
but it would be very difficult, if not impossible, to stop that evil unless
some penalty were imposed. The penalty only affected women " habitu-
ally and for gain" doing that which they were not certifled as being
qualified to do. The question whether any hardship would be inflicted
on rural districts would depend upon the rules laid down by the Privy
Council for the certifieation of women to act as midwives. He thought
those of their lordships who had had experience of rural districts would
not be of opinion that there was any cause to apprehend any serious
difficulty in obtaining the services of a midwife who would be certified
under the Act. There must be miiany cases of emergency where a poor
woman had to call in a femnale neighbour, and that neighbour might not
be able to come withouit remuneration; but such a woman could not be
legally regarded as habitually practising midwifery. Sueh a neighbour
might also help in various domestic duties which only a woman could
properly do; but there was nothing in the Bill to prevent that so long as
an incompetent woman did not " habitually and for gain " attend cases of
childbirth. An ample margin of time was allowed for the existing class
of unregistered midwives to satisfy the authorities that they were com-
petent, experienced, and of good character.
EARL SPENCER said that this clause contained che pith and essence of

the Bill, and if it were omitted it would be better to leave the Bill alone
altogether. He entirely differed from the noble and learned lord (the
Lord Chancellor) in what he had said as to there not having been any
inquiries into this matter. There was a full report of a Committee of the
House of Commons on this subject, and the Bill itself was a hardy annual.
He felt that, if the Bill prevented women in small country villages frorm
calling in their neiglibours, who might have great experience, it would
be an extremely hard thing; but the Bill did nothing of the sort. What
it did was to impose a penalty on women who called themselves midwives
without being qjuslified to do so. There werein England and Wales 4,500
womena year whoperished in childbirth, or in every 2CO. In the hospitals,
where there there skilled nurses, the number was only I in 6oo. This
showed that with skilled attendance a saving of something like 3,ooolives
a year could be effected. He thought it was absolutely necessary to deal
with this matter. It was high time that some steps were taken with a
view to prevent un(tualified women from advertising themselves as mid-
wives and habitually practising that business.
The LORD CHANCELLOR said he had not uttered a word against the

superiority of qualified midwives and trained nurses. He had not the
smallest doubt that it would be much better if poor women were attended
by properly-trained persons; but the point he had tried to enforce was
that in endeavouring to effect an improvement, their lordships should be
careful not to do more harm than good. It was possible that by prevent-
ing the poor from having what they had now they might prevent them
from having anything at all. The noble earl had talked about this being
a hardy annual, but he was mistaken if lie supposed that this penal
clause was in that category. The Bill had no such clause in previous
years. nor even this year until after it had passed the second reading and
Committee stages in the other House.
The EARL OF CORK said he desired to approach this question from a

Practical point of view. Those who knew how children were brought into
the world in the poorer districts knew how dependent the poor were on
such occasions on their neighbours. The wooman whlo was confined
needed that some one should take care of her houselhold until she was
able to do so herself. He thought the clause as it now stood would to a
great extent deter those among the poor who had hitherto acted as
nurses from rendering their cuEtomary assistance. In someparishes the
Bill would operate very hardly, although no doubt the measure was
advocatedwith the best intentions.
Lord BALFOUR said the provision, which it was suggested had only

been put in at the last moment in the other House. was at first in the
Bill of I900, and was afterwards struck out. He thought it would be
unfair arbitrarily to interfere with the practice of her calling by a woman
of good character. But he believed it was admitted that many of those
who called themselves midwives were utterly regardless of the lives of
those they attended. By the present proposal the greater skill which
was obviously desirable would be obtained, and at the same time by the
poatponement of the regulation for eight years any hardship would be
avoided in the case of those who undertook the calling in future. He
believed the Bill would still be very valuable if the subsection were
omitted, but it would be less valuable than as it stood. It had been
proved clearly at many coroners' inquests that many women who now
practised as midwives were incompetent and did not sufficiently realize
their responsibilities. Unless there was some penalty or practical pro-
hibition or handicapping of women who were not capable and trained
there would not be the same zeal for getting a certificate and proving
competency. He did not believe that any real hardship would be caused
by the provisions of this Bill.

The EARL OF PORTS3IOUTH said that if the mortality referred to by Lord
Spencer was due to incompetent women assisting at childbirth, the evil
was one which should be stopped at once, and not allowed to continue
for seven or eight years. Were vested interests to go on practising upon
the unfortunate poor for that time? He thought the evil had been rather
exaggerated, and that the provision in the Bill savoured too much of
grandmotherlyinterference with the working classes. He should support
a motion for the omission of Subsection 2.
The Duke of Northumberland's amendment, so far as it applied to Sub-

section (i) was then put to the House, and agreed to without a division.
Upon Subsection 2 being next put to the House,
The DUKE OF NORTHUMBERLAND offered a brief explanation of what he

regarded as the errors of Lord Portsmouth with regard to the nature and
proposed protection of the so-called vested interest of existing mid-
wives. It would be most unfortunate if nothing were to be done for the
benefit of poor mothers simply because it was not possible to pass a law
changing in a moment the whole of the existing system. It would no
doubt be much better to stop at once the existing evils, but as that was
impossible the best available course was to diminish them, and gradually
establish a better system as proposed in this Bill.
Lord TWEEDMOUTH said it would be reducing legislation to a farce if

they laid down a certain law and then failed to impose a penalty for its,
violation.
Their lordships divided on Subsection 2, and there voted-

For the subsection ... ... ... ... 66
Against ... ... ... ... ... I9

Majority ... ... ... ... ... 47
On Clause 3 ("c onstitution and duties of the Central Midwives

Board ")
The DUKE OF NORTHUM1BERLAND moved an amendment providing for

the representation on the Board of one person appointed for a term of
three years by the Queen Victoria's Jubilee Institute for Nurses.
The amendment was agreed to.
Lord WELBY moved an amendment to the effect the Central Midwives

Board should be subject on questions of expenditure to the previous
approval of the Privy Council.
The DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE said the amendment wvas unnecessary, and it

would be objectionable, because it would inmpose on the Privy Council a

duty it could not efficiently undertake.
The amendment was negatived without a division.
Lord THRING moved to omit the provision that the Privy Council,

before approving rules framed under the section, should submit them to
the General Medical Council, and should take into consideration any
representations which that Council might make .with respect thereto. He
objected to the mandatory character of the provision.
Lord BALFOUR pointed out that the clause did not bind the Privy

Council to follow the recommendations of tlle Medical Council, but only
to submit the rules to it.
The EARL OF CA3rPERDOWN and others supported the amendment.
Lord BALFOUR suggested that it would meet the objections if the words

comiipelling the Privy Council to submit the rules to the Medical Council
were omitted, the words ordering it to take into consideration the repre-
sentations of the Council being retained.
The EARL OF CAMPERDOWN criticized the proposed concession as effec-

ting really no change at all.
Lord BALFOUR proposed that it should be left to the Standing'Committee

to finally settle the form of the words.
The amendmentsuggested by Lord Balfour was then agreed to.
Clause , as amended was then agreed to.
On Clause 4 (fees and expenses),
The MARQUIS OF RIPON protested against the giving of power to the

Board to recover certain sums from the county and borough councils
because it might become a dangerous prece dent.
The clause was agreed to.
On Clause 5 (midwives' roll),
The DUKE OF NORTRUMBERLDAND moved to omit Subsections T and 2,

and to insert new subsections with the object of providing that there
shall be a roll of midwives containing: " (I) the names of those midwives
wlho have been certified under Clause 2 of this Act; (2) the names of all
other midwives who have been certified under this Act."'
The amendment was agreed to, and the clause, as amended, was added

to the Bill.
On Clause 6 (appointment of secretary and supplemental provision as to,

certiflcate),
Lord WELBY moved an amendment to the effect that the Central Mid-

wives' Board shall, "with the assent of the Privy Council," appoint a

secretary, who shall be charged with the custody ot the roll, "'and other
officers."
The amendment was agreed to, and the clause, as amended, was

added to the Bill.
Clause 7 was agreed to.
On Clause 8 (local supervision of midwives),
The DUKE OF NORTHUMIBERLAND moved to amend subsection in order

to provide that it shall be the duty of the local supervising authority to
suspend any midwife from practice, in accordance with the rules under
this Act, if such suspension appears necessary "in order to prevent the
spread of infection."
The amendment was agreed to, and the clause, as amended, was added

to the Bill.
Clauses 9 to x3 were agreed to.
On Clause I4 (appeal),
The DUKE OF NORTHU3MBERLAND moved to add the following words:

"Any woman thinking herself aggrieved hyany decision of the Midwives'
Board removing her name from the roll or miidwives, may appeal tlere-
from to the High Court of Justice within three calendar nmonths after the
notification of such decision to hier, but hio Lurhlier appeal shall be
allowed."
The amendment was agreed to, and the clause, as amended, was added

to the Bill.
The remaining clauses were agreed to, and the Bill was then passed

through Committee, and rel or'ed, with amendments, lo the Itouse.
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