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it in the same way as. the kerosene. The effect was instan-
taneous and marked. As the film flowed gently over the sur-
face all the larvae in its course were noticeably affected, and
in a very short time large numbers of them were floating
stretched out straight and in groups, all dead. Two days
afterwards no more Culex larvae were to be seen in the water.
I ,repeated the experiment on a small scale in a tumbler of
water taken from the cistern. The result was the same. In
thia case there happened to be a mosquito on the water which
had but recently come out of its pupal case. As the oil
flowed slowly towards it, before it seemed to have touched it,
the insect completely collapsed on to the surface of the water
and showed no further signs of life. At the time of the ex-
periments the stone cistern contained about 8 gallons of
Water. About 4 Ozs. of kerosene were used and about 2 OZs. of
eucalyptus.

It is curious that no mentimn of the larvicidal action of
eucalyptus should have appeared in Dr. Doty's report, nor
have I seen it referred to in any other communication. I do
not mean by these observations to suggest that eucalyptus oil
can replace petroleum on a large scale, for probably its price
is at present prohibitive (eucalyptus averaging 35. 6d. per
pound, and petroleum less than twopence per quart), but it
a pears to me that it is more rapid and deadly in its action
.than petroleum; moreover as it completes its work so
thoroughly on the surface of the water it is unnecessary to
agitate it, as Dr. Doty advises in the cases of petroleum, and
therefore a smaller quantity of eucalyptus than petroleum
will suffice for a similar quantity of water, as all that is
needed is a thin film to cover the surface.

.1 know that a few experiments on a small scale are not
sufficient to make important deductions from, so that further
investigation is called for. It is also necessary to find out
whether eucalyptus or any other larvicide will also kill the
eggs of the mosquito. I therefore write this letter in the
hope that some of those who have the facilities may be able
tomake further experiments with eucalyptus oil on a large
scale.-I am, etc,,

-W RODNEY BATTYE, M.B., B.S., B.Sc.Lond.,
Gower Street, W.C., Sept. 24th. Captain I.M. S.

THE MANAGEMENT OF ECZEMA.
SIR,-It may appear to Dr. Waldo that the allegations of

injurious constitutional effects arising as a consequence of the
cure of certain forms of eczema are relics of the ignorance of
the Middle Ages,1 but I am fairly confident that I shall not
stand alone when I venture to support such allegations. Two
warnings culled from the memories of early teaching occur to
me; (I) Do not cure eczema capitis in a teething infant;
(2) Do not stop the serous discharge arising from chronic
eczema of the legs in old persons. I am not going to take it
upon myself to explain the reasons for such manifestations as
Ibave known to follow the disregard of these warnings, but I
imagine that a discussion of the subject would not be devoid
of interest.-I am, etc.,
Wantage, Sept. 22nd. GEORGE C. PEACHEY.

IBRISK MBMICAL JoUMAL, September 21St, p. SoB.

BROMIDES IN SEA-SICKNESS.
SIR,-I have treated many cases of severe sickness where

the patient was prostrate for many days and unable to take
any nourishment, with the bromides of ammonia and potash
combined with aromatic spirits of ammonia and compound
tincture of cardamoms, and almost invariably found that the
acute symptoms subsided and the patient was able to take
some nourishment-a very important point where a patient
has been without it for a number of days.
I entirely agree with Dr. Butler Savory in his statement

that " the primary cause of sea sickness is due to stimulation
of the terminal fibres of the nerve supplying the semicircular
canals by the movement of the endolymph contained within
them," and considers that the effects produced by the bro-
'ndes is a proof of the cerebral rather than abdominal origin
0f the malady. Till I saw Dr. Savory's letter in the BRITISE
MEPICAL JOURNAL of September 21St, I waS unaware than any
other observer had the same opinion as myself, not having
seen his article of March 3oth, and was about to write to you
giving my views on the cerebral causation of sea-sickness.

-We have an analogous condition in the nausea produoed, in
many persons by high swinging and rapid rotatory movev
ment, in which cases few will deny that the abdominal organs
are not concerned.
Dr. Savory's observation of pigeons is most interesting, and

is further proof of the origin of this form of nausea.-I am,
etc.,

H. NORMAN BABNTT,
Late Medical Officer P. and o. and Orient Services.

September 2s2nd.

COLD AS A FACTOR IN THE PRODUCTION OF
DISEASE.

SIR,-A "'chill " may be defined as a condition arising froln
the local or general application of cold to the body, usually
throulgh the agency of cool air or water, or damp conta6ts;.
In this country catarrhs of the respiratory tract arpoi pularly
attributed to chills. Frequently have I noted aural catarrh
immediately follow the entrance of cool sea water into the
outer auditory meatus, and in Egypt' a pleuriey to result
from exposure Iof the chest wall to a lowered temperature.
Dr. J. W. Washbourn would ascribe iDtestinal catarrh in

South Africa to chill,1 and Professor Clifford Allbutt seems
justified in bringing chills once more out of the " predis-
posing" to the " immediate " causes of disease. On the other
hand Dr. W. H. Ransom considers that many diseases set
down to chill are wrongly attributed.2 Physiological experi-
ments do not give the clue to the etiological factor of cold.
Dr. M. S. Pembrey states that the chief effect of cold in the
higher animals, as applied in a cold bath, is to demohstrate
the power of heat compensation.3 Once, however, the heat-
regulating mechanism is disordered, as in high fever, cold
rapidly lowers temperature.
Abnormal physical (including vasomotor) conditions do

in all probability exist which permit cold, bacterial infections
(for example, tuberculosis), and other agencies to originate
morbid processes.4
The nature of these changes the microscope does not so

far demonstrate; 'and chemical and physiological experiment
is needed to determine 'the exact prebacterial and precan-
cerous characteristics of cells, tissues, and fluids. It is clear
that the suitable application of cold air or water is of the
highest therapeutic value,' but, when causing a chill, is fre-
quently the immediate cause of disease.-I am, etc.,

F. BUS13NELL, M.D.,
Honorary Pathologist, South Devon and East CornwaJ

Hospital; and Medical Officer, the Plymouth
Plymouth, Scpt. 23rd. Public Dispensary.

1 BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, September I4th, 901, p. 70I.
2 President's Address, Nottingham Medlco-Chirurgical Society; 488fw

3 Textbook ofPhysiology, Schr6fer, vol. i, p. 81g.
4The Causation of Cancerous and other New Growthp, J. G. d

BRITiSH MEDICAL JOURNAL, March z6th, igoi; also The Pathto Oefsa
Tumours, Joturnal of Pathology and Bacteriology, June, 1901, C. P. wne.

A CORRECTION.
SIR,-I regret than an error should have crept into my re-

marks on the role of cocci in the pathology of the skin (BrnIsn
MEDICAL JOURNAL, September 2l8t, 19O1,p. 797, column i). Dr.
Nabarro informs me it was pure stapbylococcus he cultivated
from the early impetigo contagiosa lesion of the face Ireferred
to. He further states that in two other cases of impetigo con-
tagiosa attending Dr. Radcliffe Crocker's department at Uni-
versity College Hospital he found in one pure staphylococcus ;
and in the other mixed staphylococcus and streptococcus,
but most of the former.-Yours, etc.,
Upper Gloucester Place, N.W., Sept, 20th. GEORGE PERNET.

OBITUARYI
PROFESSOR ALWIN VON COLER,

Staff Surgeon-General of the Prussian Army.
T'HE death of Alwin von Coler, on August 26th,.robbed the
German army of one of its most useful chiefs. Only a few
months before the medical world in Prussia was fAting him
on the the occasion of the celebration of his 70th birthday,
and almost up to the time of his death he had been work!
ing energetically with Schjerning on the effects of modem
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