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advance in surgery of my operation. I will refrain from
inflicting them on the reader. I prefer that my work should
be judged on its own merits.-I am, etc.,
Harley Street, W., Ju]y 27th. P. J. FREYER.

SIR,-The clinical lecture on total extirpation of the pro-
state for radical cure of enlargement of that organ, delivered
by Mr. P. J. Freyer at the Medical Graduates' College, Lon-
don, on June 26th, and reported in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of July 20th, heralds a new and most promising
epoch in operative surgery, and is in my opinion one of the
most valuable and important clinical lectures published for
many years. It will doubtless receive in the editorial
columns of this JOURNAL the prominence it so richly merits,
and I venture to state that I voice the opinion of the Indian
Medical Service when I say that we one and all feel proud
that it should have fallen to the lot of a member of our ser-
vice to have made this great and important advance in the
surgical treatment of enlargement of the prostate. The four
cases which form the basis of this most remarkable lecture
merit the most careful study of surgeons, and they fore-
shadow the enormous relief from suffering which Freyer's
operation is destined to confer on that large class of middle-
aged male patients who, as they approach the evening of their
days, see them darkened by the shadows of catheter life. As
yet it is too soon to speculate on the probable mortality
which may follow total extirpation of the prostate, and we
shall require the faithful record of a long series of cases
before we can safely determine this very important point.
But it is even now evident that a judicious selection of cases
must be made in carrying out Freyer's operation, if it is not
to be strangled in its birth by a heavy death-rate. If the rate
of mortality following it should prove to be trifling, as I
think it will be, then there can be no doubt that its sphere
will be gradually enlarged, and that men who have already
entered on catheter life, and who, although leading fairly
comfortable lives, resent the irksomeness and inconveniences
inseparable from a continued use of the catheter, will wil-
lingly run a moderate risk to regain the control over the
bladder which they have lost. And so I would advise caution
at the beginning, and I think it would be well at this junc-
ture to refrain from carrying out this operation when it is
evident that marked kidney disease coexists with enlarge-
ment of the prostate. When the operation is established on
a firm basis, and when experience has proved that in selected
cases its mortality is but trifling, it will be time enough to
adopt it in the more unfavourable class of cases. The far-
reaching results of this new departure in operative surgery
are numerous, and that it will prove eminently successful in
dealing with a hitherto most unsatisfactory class of calculi
in the bladder I have no doubt, namely, in recurrent phos-
phatic calculi or concretions, associate i with and caused by
enlargement of the prostate.-I am, etc.,
Igls, TiroJ, July 24th. D. F. KEEGAN.

CREOSOTE AND HAMOPTYSIS.
SIR,-In your review of Dr. Bernheim's work on tubercu-

losis, I notice with some interest the following passage con-cerning creosote:
He believes that a local disturbance is produced in the neighbourhoodof the tubercle similar to that which follows the injection of tuberculin,and on this account there is danger that dormant disease may be calledinto activity.
My object in writing this is to inquire whether any causal

connection has been noticed in certain cases between creosoteand haemoptysis. When a Resident in a provincial hospital it
fell to my lot to observe two severe cases of haemoptysis inpatients taking large doses of creosote, one of which endedfatally. I do not pretend to know whether this was mere co-incidence or not. What struck me in both cases was the
-unexpectedness of the hiemorrhage, and the fact that both
were improving before the creosote was begun.
Of course, " unexpected " heemoptysis is common enough inphthisis, whether treated by creosote or anything else, and,though momentarily impressed by the occurrence, it wasspeedily dismissed from my mind.
The sentence in your review of Dr. Bernheim's book quotedabove has, however, recalled the event, and suggested thatpossibly others may have had suspicious experiences with the

drug. I write merely to raise the point, and to ask for further
experience. I have myself no contribution to make except
this damaged recollection.-I am, etc.,

Sheffield, July 28th. E. W. ADAMS.

THE SUPPLY OF REMEDIES BY MEDICAL
GRADUATES.

SIR,-I am instructed to send you the annexed copy of a
resolution recently adopted by the Senatus Academicus of
the University of Aberdeen, and to request that you will
kindly give it a place in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. I
may mention that a similar resolution has been adopted by
the University of Edinburgh.-I am, etc.,

DONALDSON ROSE THOM,
University of Aberdeen, July 29th. Secretary of Senatus.
Resolved; Whilst it is admitted that the exigencies of practice in certain

localities may sometimes render it unavoidable for a medical practitioner
to supply to his patients the remedies which he prescribes, the Senatus
Academicus of this University is of opinion that it is undesirable and
detrimental to the position of medical graduates of the University that
this custom should be followed under other circumstances; and, further
it regards the sale of objects other than remedies by its medical graduates
as. under all circumstances. to be stronalv denrecated.

THE ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE.
SIR,-As requested by the Secretary of State for War, I

have forwarded to him a careful synopsis of about eighty
letters I have received from army medical officers all over the
world suggesting various important and necessary reforms in
the Royal Army Medical Corps. I have also sent forward two
most exhaustive and complete reports enclosed to me by two
distinguished army surgeons of high rank. The information
afforded to the Secretary of State and the Commission should
be useful, and I trust will be carefully studied by those who
are at present engaged in a task which will either make or
mar probably the most important department of His
Majesty's army.-I am, etc.,
Omagh, July 27th. EDWARD THOmPSON, F.R.C.S.I.

THE COMPLIMENTARY DINNER TO SURGEON-
GENERA.L JAMESON.

SIR,-Tn the list of those who attended the above-men-
tioned dinner, published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
July 27th, my name was omitted; that I would not much
mind: but. instead, there appears the fictitious name of
"W. Owen," and it seems I sat under this alias by mistake.

I may take this opportunity of remarking that, as one who
had served in South Africa, visited a good number of the hos-
pitals, and been present in the field, I can fully understand
and appreciate the magnitude of the work which must have
devolved upon the Director-General and those in authority.
Never has thlere been a war conducted by this country so
great as the present one, and, correspondingly, never have
the medical arrangements been on so large a scale; and,
though the campaign has been great, the medical arrange-
ments, on the whole, I feel sure have never been surpassed
in any previous war. I should think that no Director-General
has had so much stress of work as Surgeon-General Jameson;
and though at one time the sudden influx of patients suffering
from disease, chiefly enteric, dislocated the medical arrange-
ments-and they were inadequate-they were not very long be-
fore they were remedied, and at the prpsent time they redound
to the credit of Surgeon-General Jameson and those in
charge.
Having read the report of the Royal Commission upon the

care and treatment of the sick and wounded in South Africa,
I cannot, from a general point of view, but concur with their
conclusions, which I consider to be just and sensible, and
that almost everything was done that could reasonably be
expected.
One is inclined to think that, had other matters been con-

ducted as well as the medical, the war now would probably be
at an end.-I am, etc.,
Glandovey, July 3oth. OWEN WILILIAMS, M.B.

THE Society for Colonial Expansion in France, which has
its headquarters at Bordeaux, has instituted a special branch
devoted to the assistance of French doctors and chemists who
desire to emigrate.
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