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Sin,-With reference to Mr. Hall-Edwards's letter in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of June 29th, I should like, in the
interests of " historical accuracy," to say that, so far as I know,
I was the first in this country to call attention to the above
subject. This I did so long ago as March 5th, I898, when in
arn article published in the Lancet under the heading of
" Radio-stereoscopy " I described its advantages and explained
its method (that of Marie and Ribaut). I also showed (I
think about the same time) at the request of the Royal Society
stereoscopic radiographs taken by myself.-I am, etc.,
Mansfield Street, W., June 3oth. W. S. HEDLEY.

ROYAL NAVY AND ARMY MEDICAL SERVICES.
THE ROYAL NAVAL HOSPITAL, HASLAR.

THE session of instruction at the Royal Naval Hospital,
Haslar, terminated on June 26th, when the fourteen surgeons
under instruction, who had obtained their commissions after
the competitive examination in London some months pre-
viously, received appointments to His Majesty's ships on the
deternmination of their seniority by the sum total of the marks
obtained in London and at Haslar.
The following prizes were awarded: The gold medal to

Surgeon A. J. Wernet, and the microscope and the silver
medal and books to Surgeon E. Cox. The Director-General
of the Medical Department of the Navy, Sir Henry Norbury,
K.C.B., M.D., in distributing then, complimented all the
officers highly on the very favourable report whicli he hbd
received from the Inspector-General and the officers of the
professorial staff as to the great interest they had shown in
the subjects which formed the course, as well as on the
general zeal and ability they had evinced during the time
they had been under instruction:

Surgeons in Order of Seniority.
Marks. Marks.

i. Surgeon E. Cox, B.A., M.B. 6,659 8. Surgeon T. F. O'Keeffe,M.B. 4,68i
2. ,, J. MacDonald,M.D. 6,x68 9. ,, E. F. Ellis ... ... 4,472
3. , ,A.La T. Darley 5,656 IO. ,, D. V. Lowndes ... 4,2504. ,, A. J. Wernet 5,631 x. ,, G C. C. Ross,B.A.,
J. ,, C. E. C. Stanford, M.B. .. 4,243

M.B ... ... 5,203 12. ,, P. F. Alderson ... 4.032
6. ., A. R. Thomas ... 4,o55 13. ,, H. C. Woodyatt ... 3,855
7. ,, W. E. Ruttledge ... 4,826 14. ,, J. Thornhill, MB. 3,848

THE GIFT OF THE MAINE.
ON Monday last the First Lord of the Admiralty stated in the
House of Lords that Mr. B. N. Baker, of the Atlantic Trans-
port Company, had generously presented the hospital ship
Maine to the Admiralty as an expression of his appreciation
as a citizen of the United States of the long protection
afforded to his interests under the British flag, and as an
example of the noble work of American women in the cause
of humanity. "May it be an emblem," he said, "of the
cordial relations existing between the two countries."
The provision of this extemporised hospital ship by philan-

thropic American ladies for the treatment and transport ofthe
sick and wounded of the South African war and the Chinese
military operations will be familiar to our readers. She has
proved most conclusively the advantages of a hospital ship for
the Mediterranean or other fleet, not only for the treatment
of the sick and wounded, but for the relief of the cruising
ships from their patients when desirable and their conveyance
to hospital. She has proved also the benefit which such a
ship may be to convaiescents from the naval hospitals, as
well as for the transport of invalids to England.
The Maine, an iron screw steamer of 2,228 tons and a speed of iII knots,

was built at North Shields fifteen years ago as a cargo and cattle boat for
the Atlantic Transport Company. When chartered for a hospital ship an
upper deck of wood planking was constructed with wood spar awning
fittings over, forward and aft, for the protection of convalescents when on
deck; the original iron decks. subdivided into wards for patients, are
matchboarded over. The galley, scullery, and smoking room are on
deck.
On the main deck aft is the officers' mess room, before this the Roentgen

ray room, an antiseptic operating room with cement flooring, well lighted
by day and electric light, and supplied with hot and cold water supply
sinks and basins with plugged drain pipes, instruiment cabinet. sterilhser,
steam coil copper boilers, electric heating fittings for kettles, shelving for
antiseptic solution bottles, dressing and bandage bottles, antiseptic
operating table, and a metal-framed, glass-shelved, castored table for

instruments. Forward of this and communicating therewith is the
Trafalgar Ward, with 33 fixed open iron cot frames, a single tier, with bed
pulley fittings over, and a metal bed table to each cot frame; this bed
table is supported by an iron rod rotating in socket and ring attached to
the side of the cot, and has holes for the security of tumblers on it
sponge baskets for fruit, etc., also hang on the side of the cots, also a cork
life belt.
Each ward is provided with a hot press for drying clothing, an ice

chest, electric fittings for boiling kettles and saucepans. which proved
most valuable, camp stools, used also for the folded clothing of bed
patients, steam radiator. and Berkefeld filters to cold water supply. Foul
air uptake shafts are provided.
The main deck wards have square ports, opening when practicable for

through ventilation, and with centered opening side lights furnishing
daylight when closed. Th-e height between main and upper deck is only
62 feet, the upper plank deck proved leaky, a source of great inconveni-
ence. The matchboarding over this iron main deck is contrary to all
antiseptic ideas; these defects would of course be remedied in any future
vessel built or fitted as a hospital ship.
Before the Trafalgar Ward and communicating with it are the tiled

lavatories, baths, and trough w.c. with constant water flush, also iron
sinks. for cleansing utensils. etc. These sanitary arrangements should
not communicate directly witlh the wards.
Forward of this is a complete modern laundry with electric motor

power, and a steam-heated compartment with clothes horses for drying
(which proved invaluable), centrifugal wringing apparatus, and Washing-
ton-Lyons superheated steam disinfector.
The enclosed engine room, with officers' cabins on either side, was for-

ward of the laundry, and the crew's berths in front of this again.
Towards the ship's bows is the officer patients' ward, with nine fixed

and three swinging cots, under the lower half of the former is a small
chest of drawers. Their mess room adjoined, and their bath, lavatory,
and w.c. are bulkheaded off.

Still further forward in the bows of the ship is a bacteriological
laboratory and mortuary; lavatory, bath, and w.c. for nursing sisters
when borne.
On the lower deck forward is the St. Vincent Ward, the height between

lower and main deck is a little less than 6 feet; this ward has 28 fixed
cots. The Britannia Ward is aft on this deck, with 47 fixed cots. Theser
lower deck wards are lighted and, when practical, ventilated by side
scuttles. The other arrangements are the same as in the main declc
wards, but with the addition of special electric fan ventilating shafts.
The hatchways also contribute to ventilation, the stairways are wide,
with broad steps and of easy gradient. A suitable lift enables ships' cots-
with patients in them to be lowered to the wards from the upper deck,
and by a specially-designed frame cots are readily and safely hoisted in-
board from boats alongside. The Maine is also provided with a bakery
which furnished fresh bread for the sick, and with cold storage and an
efficient ice machine. No suitable provision, however. exists for the isola-
tion of infectious diseases or other cases for segregation.
We are informed that the vessel was lent by the Atlantic Transport

Company to the American Ladies Committee until July, and on her
return from China this Committee placed her at the disposal of the-
Admiralty for the remaining period with most of the stores and equip-
ment; the offer was accepted, and two naval medical officers, with an
assistant paymaster and a sick berth staff of I,, were appointed, tha
special hospital equipment being still further liberally supplemented as
regards surgical appliances, etc., by the Admiralty.
In the building of hospital ships in the future, or the fitting out ofi

clharfer-ed ships for the purpose, the experience of the MHane both as to
its efficiency and its deficiencies slhould prove invaluable.

ARMY MEDICAL SCHOOL, NETLEY.
PRESENTATION OF PRIZES.

THE distribution of prizes took place at the close of the sum-
mer session on Saturday, June 29th. The Earl of North-.
brook, G.C.S.I., presided. In addition to the Principal
Medical Officer, the professors, and the staff of thb hospital
and school, there were present Directors-General Prestork
and Harvey, Sir Joseph Fayrer, Bart., Surgeon-General W.
R. Hooper, C.S.I., and a large gathering of ladies and gentle-
men.
The report of the session was read by Colonel McLeod,,

M.D., LL.D., I.M.S., Secretary to the Senate. The names of
surgeons on probation belonging to the R.A.M.C. and Indian
Medical Service, who, after having undergone instruction
and been found qualified by examination, were recommended'
for commissions, are shown in the following lists, which also-
indicate the number of marks obtained by each, and tLose to
whom prizes were awarded. The report bore testimony toc
the character and attainments of the surgeons on probation,
and intimated that a new prize consisting of a bronze medal
and £s had been established by Mrs. Marshall Webb in
memory of the late Surgeon-Major-General William Marshall
Webb, R.A.M.C. The subject of competition selected by the-
Senate, to whom the choice had been entrusted by Mrs.
Marshall Webb, was hospital administration-one of great
importance, and peculiarly appropriate in view of the fact
that Surgeon-Major-General Marshall Webb had occupied the
position of Assistant Professor of Medicine in the Army
Medical School, an office to whieh the duty belongs of giving;
instruction in this subject.
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