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Government Board for Scotland, requesting the College to undertake the
investigation of suspected plague products at the College Laboratory, it
was resolved that the request be acceded to.
Expulsion o,t Licentiate8.-By vote of the College, the two following

licentiates were expelled from the College and deprived of their licence-
namely, Frederick William Kirkham and Harman John Tarrant.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PRYSICTANS OF IRELAND.
THE following candidates have been admitted to Licences:
Licence in Aledicine.-Leonora Browne, J. F. Cleary, W. H. Dodd, A. D.

Dunwoody, D. A. Faris, A. Fitzgerald, Harriette Lombard Hennessy,
Florence Berkley Leach. Edith Annie Beaumont Marks (HEonours),
H. 8. Maxwell. R. A. O'Donovan, J. O'Leary, A. E. O'Reilly, T. N.
Smith, E. J. M. Watson, B.A., B.Ch., B.A.O., M.D.Univ.Dub.

Licence in Midwifery.-Agnes Benjamin, L.R.C.P.& S.Edin., L.F.P.& S.
Glasg., and Honorine Forbes, L.R.C.P.& S.Edin., L.F.P.& S.Glasg.

CONJ3INT BOARD IN IRELAND.
CANDIDATES have passed as undernoted:

vlhird Professional Examination.-F. J. Cahill, A. J. Connolly, V. F.
Connor, C. W. Conry, A. S. Cosgrave, A. D. C. Cummins, W. N.
Eustace P A Frazer, S. G. Gordon, M. Graham, M. E. Lyncli, W. R.
Meredith, J. J. M'Grath, R. F. M'Mahon, D. J. O'Reilly, 8. Potter,
F. R. Thom, A. L. Tyndall.

FinaZ Professional Examination.-Honour8: Miss E. A. B. Marks. Pass:
Miss L. Browne, J. F. Cleary, W. H. Dodd, A. D. Dunwoody, D. A.
Faris, A. Fitzgerald, Mrs. R. L. Hennessy, Miss F. B. Leach, Mrs.
H. S. Maxwell, R. A. O'Donovan, J. O'Leary, A. E. O'Reilly, T. N.
Smith.
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POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.
HEALTa OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN thirty-three of the largest English towns, including London, 6,485
births and 3,755 deaths were registered during the week ending Saturday
last, Novem?er 3oth. The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which
had been 17.3 and 17.6, per o,0m0 in the two preceding weeks, declined
again to I6.9 last week. The rates in the several towns ranged from I.I
in Birkenhead, II.8 in Norwich, Il.9 in Leicester, and 12.1 in Cardiff, to
20.4 in Liverpool, 2x.6 in Sunderlaud, 22.5 in Manchester, and 26.o in
Salford. In the thirty-two provincial towns the mean death-rate was
i6.8 per z,ooo, and was 0.2 below the rate recorded in London, which
was 17.0 per I,0oo. The zymotic death-rate in the thirty-three towns aver-
aged x.6 per zoI0; in London this death-rate was equal to z.5 per z,ooo,
wiile it averaged I.7 in the thirty-two provincial towns, among which the
highest zymotic death-rates were 2.6 in Sheffield, 2.9 in Wolverhampton,
.4 in Blackburn, and 4.2 in Sunderland. Measles caused a death-rate of

i.5 in Swansea: .whooping-cough of I.o in Derby; "fever" of I.O in
Derby, I.I in Portsmouth, and 2.3 in Wolverhampton; and diarrhoea
of I.I in Blackburn 1.4 in Gateshead, and I.8 in Sunderland. The
mortality from scarlet fever showed no marked excess in any of the
large towns. The 88 deaths from diphtheria In the thirty-three towns
included 35 in London, 7 in West Ham, 7 in Sheffield, Oin Bristol, 5 in
Leicester, and 5 in Liverpool. No fatal case of small-pox was regis-
tered last week, either in London or in any of the thirty-two provincial
towns; and there was no case of small-pox under treatment In any of the
Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals on Saturday last, November ioth. The
number of scarlet fever patients in these hospitals and in the London
Fever Hospital, which had Increased from 1,703 to r2,6i9 at the end of
the ton preceding weeks, had further risen to 2,702 on Saturday last;
289 new cases were admitted during the week, against 327, 320, and 336 in
the three preceding weeks.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.
DuRING the week ending Saturday last November zoth, 825 births and 594
deaths were registered in eight of the principal Scotch towns. The annual
rate of mortality in these towns, which had been Ig.6 per 1,ooo in each
of the two preceding weeks, declined last week to 19.2, but was 2.3 per
1,000 above the mean rate during the same period i the thr-three
large English towns. Among these Scotch towns the death-rates
ranged from 14.0 in Aberdeen and x6.6 in Paisley to 20.3 in Glasgow and
and 24.2 in Dundee. The zymotic death-rate in these towns averaged

--2.0 per z.ooo, the highest rates being recorded in GlasgowAs and
Duncee. The 29I deaths registered in Glasgow included 3 from scarlet
fever, 3from diphtheria, I6 from whooping-cough, from " fever," and 9
from diarrhoaa. Three fatal cases of measles, and 2 of diphtheria were
recorded in Edinburgh. Four deaths from whooping-cough and 6 from
,diarrhoea occurred in Dundee; 2 from measles in Aberdeen; and 2
from diphtheria in Leith.

HEALTH OF IRISH TOWNS.
THz average annual death-rate reprosented by the deaths registered in
the week ending November zoth, in the Dublin registration area and the
twenty-two principal provincial urban districts in Ireland (exclusive of
deaths of persons admitted Into public institutions from' without the
respective districts) was 20.2 per I,ooo of their aggregate population. which
is estimated at 2,o62,288. The deaths from the principal zymotic diseases
registered in the twenty-three districts during the week were equal to an
annual rate of I.5 per z,ooo.
In the Dublin registration area the death-rate was I.6 per I,o0 for the

principal zymotic diseases. In Belfast it was 2.3 per Ir,oo, and in Cork it
WAS 2.I per z,o.o

INFECTIVITY OF DIPHTHERIA.
F.R.C.S. writes that on September 2Ist the sister of a boy engaged in an

office, where boys and some young women were also at work, werefound
to have contracted diphtheria. She was removed the same night to
hospital and the room disinfected. (He does not say how.) The boy
was kept at home for three weeks. On October 12th a second case
occurred in the 'house,; the same course was followed and the boy
again suspended from work for another tbree weeks. On November 6th
a third case appeared; the patient was again removed the same night.
All three cases were verified by bacteriological examination. TLhe
drainage of the house was tested and found in good order. What our
correspondent is concerned about is whether the boy, whose parents
have still three other children who have not taken the disease, should
be allowed to return to the office.
*** We should say not, at least not-till his-own-throat and the throats

of all the family have been carefully examined at least twice, and found
free from Loeffler's bacillus, and the whole house, its furniture, and the
clothing of all its occupants disinfected. Our. correspondent does not
say whether in each case the boy returned to the office at the end of his
three weeks' period of quarantine. If so, it might be worth while to
examine the persons-there. For though the period between his return
and the development of the second case (eight days) is short, it is long
enough for the incubation 'of diphtheria. The second period of four
days is somewhat short. Of course if he did not go back at all, this
line of investigation need not be followed, and one is thrown back upon
the members of the affected family :and their neighbours and school-
fellows for the source' of infection. If it be important that the boy
should return to the office, he might perhaps, after a thorough cleans
ing of his throat and air passages, and disinfection of his clothing by
steam be sent to board out and, after examination of his throat a few
days later, allowed to go back to the office. There is, however, little if
any doubt that persons free from the disease may convey the infection;
and probably this is one of: the chief ways in which diphtheria is
spread.

RESPONSIBILITY OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES AS TO SEWERS.
ENQUIRBNs.-If a row of twenty houses in a country district, and not
within the same curtilage (boundary wall), belong to one owner, and
drain into a sewer. the sewer would vest in the Local Sanitary Authority
under the Public Health Act, 1875. Even if the Public Health Acts
Amendment Act, z8go, has been adopted (or Section xix of that Act), the
pipe would still be repairable by the local authority. It is a common
practice for local authorities to endeavour to get the owner of the pro-
perty to repair a sewer which to their knowledge is legally repairable by
the authority.. In the case stated by our correspondent it is clearly the
duty of the local authority to repair the sewer, and to make provision
for the satisfactory disposal of the sewage.

PUBLIC VACCINATORS AND SUPERANNUATION DEDUCTIONS.
A. A. asks whether Boards of Guardians are acting legally in deducting

2 per cent. from the quarter's vaccination fees for superannuation, and
also whether they are entitled to deduct the sums from amounts paid
for iDstruments or appliances and supplied to pauper patients.
*** In neither case do we consider the deduction justified. Public

vaccinators have been expressly declared to be excluded from the
benefits of the Poor-law Superapnuation Act by virtue of their position
under contract with the guardians as distinguished from the position of
of officer of the guardians. We do not know of any case, however, where
the matter has been legally tested.

NOTIFICATION IN IRELAND.
T. C.-(z) It is the duty of a medical practitioner in Ireland to notify cases
of infectious disease to the medical officer of health in any district
where the provisions of the Infectious Diseases (Notification) Act, I889.
have been adopted. Unfortunately the rural district councils have only
in a very few cases seen flt to adopt the provisions of the Act, which left
it optional with the sanitary authority whether to require notification
or not. (2) lf the rural district council has adopted the provisions of
the Act the practit.oner can be punished by law for neglecting to notify.
(3) The Infectious Diseases (Notification) Act, I889, and the-Infectious
Diseases (Prevention) Act, I8go, can be obtained for 3d. from Messrs.
Alex. Thom atd Co., printers, Middle Abbey Street, Dublin.

VU.WHOLESOME DRESSMAKING.
SLATEs asks: t)des tki6 following case comel under the Factory or other
Acte, and how can information be given to the proper authority pri-
vately? A small room holds a grown-up woman(dressmaker) who has
three paid ypunggirls and, three apprentices from g SM. until 5 r.k.
-and even latbr at times.
*** The room, is a, workshop, and notice 'of Its employment as such

ought to have been sent by theefoccupibr to the Factory, Inspector. Un;
fortunately, notwithstandiqg the efforts Q.9 e BrttBsh Medical Associa-
tion, the Act of 28g9 prescribes only sgo cubic feet a heada theminimum
for factories atid workshops where artificial light is nqt used. As work-
-shops are under the Inspection of the safitary authority, the matter
might be mentioned to the medical officer ofhealth

ERRATUM.- In the report onl Health of Irish Towns, in the BRITISH
MSDICAL JOURNAL of November xoth, p. 1415, the corrected rate was given
a3 31.2 per x,oco Instead of 21.9 per 1,000.
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